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CHAPTER I. 

^FTER the death of Moses the 
serrant of the LoBD it came to 
pass, that the LoBD spake to Joshua 
the son of Nun, Moses' minister, say- 
ing : 

2 Moses my servant is dead ; now 
therefore arise, cross over this Jordan, 
thou, and all this people, unto the 
land which I give to ^em, even to 
the children of Israel. 

3 Every {dace that the sole of your 
foot shall tread upon, that have I 
given to you, as I said to Moses. 

4 From the [southern] desert and 
this Lebanon even unto tlie G-reat 
Biver, the river Euphrates, all the 
land of the Hittites, and unto the 
G-reat Sea [or the Mediterranean] 
toward the going down qf the sun, 
shall be your boundary. 

5 There shall not any man be able 
to stand before thee all the days of 
thy Ufe. As I was with Moses, so I 
will be with thee. I will not fail 
thee, nor forsake thee. 

6 Be strong and of good courage ; 
for thou shalt cause this x>eople to 
inherit the land which I sware unto 
their fathers to give them. 

7 Only be thou strong and very 
courageous, that thou mayest observe 
to do according to all the law which 
Moses, my servant, commanded thee. 
Turn not aside from it to the right 
hand ot to the left, so that thou mayest 
do wisely withersoever thou goest. 



8 This Book of the Law shall not 
depart out of thy mouth ; but thou 
shalt meditatte therein day and night, 
so that thou mayest observe to do ac- 
cording to all that is written therein. 
For then thou shalt make thy way 
prosperous, and then thou shalt do 
wisely. 

9 Have ndt I commanded thee ? Be 
Strong and of good courage ; be not 
afraid, neither be thou dismayed ; for 
the Lord thy God is with thee 
whithersoever thou goest. 

10 Then Joshua commanded the 
officers of the people, saying : 

11 Pass through the middle of the 
camp, and command the people, say- 
ing. Prepare for yourselves victuals; 
for within three days ye shall pass 
over this Jordan, to go in to possess 
the land, which the LOBD your God 
giveth you to possess it. 

12 And to the Beubenites, and to 
the Gadites, and to the Half Tribe of 
Manasseh, spake Jodbua, saying: 

13 Remember the word whidi Moses 
the servant of the Lord commanded 
you, saying, the Lord your Qtid hath 
given you rest, and hath given you 
this land. 

14 Your wives, your little ones, and 
your cattle, shaU remain in the land 
which Moses gave you beyond the 
Jordan ; but ye shall cross over armed 
before your brethren, all the warriors 
of valour, and help them ; 

15 Until the Lord shall ^ve rest to 
your brethren, as to you, and they 
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also have po^ssed the land, which 
the LoRix:jr6tir G<)4/©^li''tiem. 
Then ye shall' retufn* to' tlie' khd.of 
your pQS^€^90,:^d ^Kjffi^ss it,rwluch 
Moses-* the seW«Eil**Df iBe Ldlu)*^v^ 
you beyond the Jordan toward the 
sunrising. 

16 And they answered Joshna, say- 
ing. All that thou commandest us we 
will do, and withersoever thou sendest 
ns, we will go. 

17 According as we hearkened to 
Moses in all things^ so will we hearken 
to thee. Only tJ^e Lord thy God be 
with thee, as he was with Moses. 

18 Whosoever he be that doth rebel 
against thy command, and will not 
hearken to thy words in all that thou 
commandest us, he shall be put to 
death ; only be strong, and of good 
courage. 

CHAPTER n. 

A NB Joshua the son of Nun sent 
out of Sittim two men as spies 
secretly, saying. Go view the land, 
and Jericho. And they went, aad 
came into the house of a woman, 
named Rahab, and they lodged 
there. 

2 And it was told the king of Je- 
richo, saying, Behold, there came 
men in hither tonight, out of the 
children of Israel, to seardi out the 
land. 

3 And the king of Jericho s^it to 
Bahab, saying, Bring forth the men 
that are come to thee, who are come 
into thy house ; for they are come to 
search out all the land. 

4 And the woman took the two men 
and hid them, and said thus, There 
came men unto me, but I know not 
whence they were. 

5 And it came to pass at the shut-' 



ting of the city gate, when it was 
dark, that the men went out. Whither 
the men went I know not. Pursue 
after them quickly ; for ye will over- 
take them. 

6 But she had brought them up to 
the roof of the house, and had hidden 
them with the stalks of flax, which 
she had laid in order upon the roof. 

7 And the men pursued after them 
on the way to the Jordan unto the 
fcurds. And as soon as they that 
pursued after them were gone out^ 
they shut the city gate. 

8 And hetore tiiey were laid down, 
she came up unto them iq)on the 
roof; 

9 And she said to the men, I know 
that the LoBD hath given you the 
land, and that the fear of you is 
fallen upon us, and that all die in- 
habitantB of the land faint because oi 
you. 

10 For we have heard how the Lord 
dried up the water of the Red Sea 
for you, when ye came out of Egypt; 
and what ye did to the two kings of 
the Amorites, that were beyond the 
Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye ut- 
terly destroyed. 

11 And as soon as we had heard» 
our hearts did melt, neither did there 
remain any more courage in any man, 
because of you; for the Lord your 
G^, he is God in heaven above, and 
on earth beneath. 

12 Now, therefore, I pray you, 
swear to me by the Lord, since I 
have shewed you kindness, that ye 
will also shew kindness to my father's 
house ; and give me a true token ; 

13 And that ye will save alive my 
father, and my mother, and my breth- 
ren, and my sisters, and all that they 
have, and deliver our lives from death. 
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14 And the men answered her, 
Our life for yours unto death, if ye 
utter not tlus our business. And it 
shall be, when the Lord hatli given 
us the land, that we will deal Imidly 
and truly with thee. 

15 Then she let them down by a 
cord through the window; for her 
house was upon the wall of the ram- 
part, and she dwelt upon the rampart. 

16 And she said unto them, G-et 
you to the Hill country, lest the pur- 
suers meet you ; and hide yourselves 
there for thjree days, until the pur- 
suers be returned; and afterward 
may ye go your way. 

17 And the men said to her, We 
will be blameless of this thine oath 
which thou hast made us to swear. 

18 Behdid, when we come into the 
land, thou shalt bind this line of 
scarlet thread in the window which 
thou didst let us down by ; and thou 
^alt ga^er thy father, and thy 
mother, and thy brethren, and all 
thy father's hoosehold, home unto 
thee« 

19 And it shall be that whosoever 
shall go out of the doors of thy house 
into the street, his blood shall be 
upon his head, and we will be guilt- 
less. And whosoever shall be with 
thee in the house, his blood shall be 
on our head, if any hand be upon 
him. 

20 But if thou utter this our busi- 
ness, then we will be quit of thine 
oath which thou hast made us to 
swear. 

21 And she said. According unto 
your words, so be it. And she sent 
them away, and they departed. And 
she bound the scarlet line in the 
window. 

22 And they went and came to the 



Hill country, and abode there three 
days, until the pursuers were returned. 

23 So the two men returned, and 
went down from the Hill country, and 
crossed over [the Jordan], and came 
to Joshua the son of Nun, and related 
to him all that had befallen them. 

24 And they said to Joshua, Truly 
the Lord hath delivered into our 
hands all the land : for even all the 
inhabitants of the country do faint 
because of us. 

CHAPTER HL 

A ND Joshua rose early in the morn- 
ing ; and they removed from Sit- 
tim, and came to the Jordan, he and 
all the children of Israel, and lodged 
there before they crossed over. 

2 And it came to pass after three 
days, that the officers went through 
the camp ; 

3 And they comi^anded the people, 
saying, When ye see the Ark of the 
Covenant of the Lord your God, 
and the priests the Levites bearing 
it, then ye shall remove from your 
place, and go after it. 

4 Yet there shall be a space be- 
tween you and it, about two thousand 
cubits by measure. Come not near 
unto it, in order that ye may know 
the way by which ye must go. For 
ye have not passed this way hereto^ 
fore. 

5 And Joshua said to the people, 
Sanctify yourselves; for to-morrow the 
Lord will do wonders among you. 

6 And Joshua spake to the priests, 
saying. Take up the Ark of the 
Covenant, and cross over [the Jordan] 
before the people. And they took 
up the Ark of the Covenant, and 
went before the people. 

1 And the LoRD said to Joshua 
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This day will I begin to magnify thee 
in the eyes of all Israel^ that they 
may know that as I was with Moses, 
80 1 will be with thee. 

8 x\nd Joshua said to the children 
of Israel, Come hither, and hear the 
words of the LoBD your Q-od. 

9 And Joshua said, Hereby ye 
shall know that the living Grod is 
among you, and that he will without 
fail drive out from before you the 
Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the 
Hivites, and the Perizzites, and the 
Girgashites, and the Amorites, and 
the Jebusites. 

10 Behold the Ark of the Covenant 
of the Lord of all the earth passeth 
over before you into the Jordan. 

11 And it shall come to pass, as 
soon as the soles of the feet of the 
priests that bear the Ark of the Eter- 
nal, the Lord of all the earth, shall 
rest in the waters of the Jordan, that 
the waters of the Jordan will be cut 
off, even the waters that come down 
from above ; and they will stand up 
in a heap. 

12 And the people removed from 
their tents to cross over the Jordan, 
and the priests bearing the Ark of the 
Covenant went before the j'»eople ; 

13 And as they that bare the Ark 
were come to the Jordan, and their 
feet were dipped in the brim of the 
water, (for the Jordan is full on all its 
banks during all the time of harvest,) 
the waters which were coming down 
from above stood and rose up in a 
heap ; and those that were going down 
toward the Salt Sea, failed, and were 
cut off; and the people crossed over 
[the Jordan] right against Jericho. 

14 And the priests that bare the 
Ark of the Covenant of the LoBD 

tood firm on dry ground in the midst 



of the Jordan, and all the Israelites 
crossed over on dry ground, until all 
the nation had finished passing over 
the Jordan. 

CHAPTER IV. 

A ND it came to pass, when all the 
nation had finished crossing over 
the Jordan, that the LoBD spake to 
Joshua saying, 

2 Take to you twelve men out of the 
people, out of every tribe a man, 

3 And command ye them, saying, 
Take up to you hence out of the 
midst of the Jordan, out of the firm 
foot- way of the priests, twelve stones, 
and ye shall carry them over with you, 
and leave them in the lodging-place, 
where ye shall lodge this night. 

4 And thus the children of Israel 
did, as Joshua commanded, and took 
up twelve stones out of the midst of 
the Jordan, as the Lord had spc^en 
to Joi^ua, according to the number 
of the tribes of the children of Israel, 
and carried them over with them to 
the place where they lodged, and laid 
them down there. 

5 And it oame to pass, when all the 
people had finished crossing over, that 
the Ark of the Lord crossed over, 
and the priests, in the presence of 
the i)eople. 

6 And the children of Reuben, and 
the children of Gad, and the half tribe 
of Manasseh, crossed over armed in 
the presence of the children of Israel, 
as Moses had spoken to them. 

7 About forty thousand prepared 
for war crossed over before the LoBD 
unto battle, to the barren plains of 
Jericho. 

8 On that day the LoBD magnified 
Joshua in the sight of all Israel ; and 
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they feared him, as they had feared 
Moses, all he days of his life. 

9 And the people came up out of 
the Jordan on the tenth day of the 
first month, and encamped in Gilgal, 
on the east border of Jericho. 

10 And those twelve stones, which 
they took out of the Jordan, did Jo- 
shua set up in GilgaL 

11 And he spake to the children of 
Israel, saying, When your children 
shall ask their fathers in time to 
come, saying. What are these stones? 

12 Then ye shall let your children 
know, saying, Israel crossed over this 
Jordan on dry land. 

13 For the Lord your God dried up 
the waters of the Jordan from before 
you, until ye had crossed over, as 
the Lord your God did to the Red 
Sea, which he dried up from before 
us, until we had crossed over ; 

14 In order that all the peoples of 
the land might know the hand of the 
Lord, that it is mighty ; and in order 
that you might fear the Lord your 
God, forever. 

15 And the children of Israel en- 
camped at Gilgal, and kept the pass- 
over on the fourteenth day of the month 
at evening in the plains of Jericho. 

16 And they did eat of the produce 
of the land on the morrow of the 
passover, unleavened cakes, and 
parched corn in the course of that day. 

17 And the Manna ceased on the 
morrow as they did eat of the produce 
of the land. 

18 And it came to pass, when Joshua 
was by Jericho, that he lifted up his 
eyes and looked, and behold, there 
stood a man over against him with hb 
Bword drawn in his hand. And 
Joshua went to him, and said to him, 
Axt thou for us, or for our adversaries ? 



19 And he said. Nay ; but as prince 
of the Lord of hosts am I now come. 
And Joshua fell on his face to the 
earth, and said to him, What saith 
my lord to his servant? 

20 And the prince of the Lord of 
hosts said to Joshua, Put off thy shoe 
from off thy foot; for the place 
whereon thou standest is holy. And 
Joshua did so. 

CHAPTER V. 

MOW Jericho was closely shut up 
because of the children of Israel 
None went out and none came in. 

2 And the Lord said to Joshua, 
See, I have given into thy hand Je- 
richo, and the king thereof, and the 
warriors of valour. 

3 And Joshua the son of Nun called 
the priests, and said to. them. Take 
up the Ark of the Covenant, and let 
seven priests bear seven jubilee trum- 
pets before the Ark of the Lord. 

4 And he said to the people, Pass 
on and encompass the city, and let the 
armed men pass on before the Ark of 
the Lord. 

5 And it came to pass, when Joshua 
had spoken to the people, that ihe 
seven priests bearing the seven jubilee 
trumpets before the Lord passed on, 
and blew with the trumpets ; and the 
Ark of the Covenant of the Lord fol- 
lowed after them. 

6 And the armed men went before 
the priests that blew with the trum- 
pets, and the rear- guard came after 
the Ark, going on, and blowing with 
the trumpets. 

7 And Joshua had commanded the 
people, saying. Ye shall not shout, 
nor make any noise with j'our voice, 
neither shall any word proceed out of 
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your mouthy until the day when I 
bid you shout ; then shall ye shout 

8 So the Ark of the LoBD encom- 
passed the city, going round it once. 
And they came into the camp, and 
lodged in the camp. 

9 And on the second day they en- 
compassed the city once, and returned 
into the camp. So they did for ax 
days. 

10 And it came to pass on the 
seventh day, that they rose early at 
the rising of the dawn, and encom- 
passed the city after ihe same manner 
seven times. 

11 And it came to pass at the 
seventh time, when the priests blew 
with the trumpets, Joshua said to the 
people, Shout; for the Lord hath 
given to you the city. 

12 And the city is accursed, it and 
all that is therein, to the Lord ; only 
Rahab shall live, she and all that are 
with her in the house, because she hid 
the messengers that we sent. 

13 Only do ye keep yourselves from 
the accursed thing, lest ye make 
yourselves accursed, and make the 
camp of Israel to become accursed, 
and trouble it. 

14 But all the silver, and gold, and 
vessels of copper and iron, shall be 
holy unto the Lord ; they shall come 
into the treasury of the Lord. 

15 So the people shouted ; and they 
blew with the trumpets. And it came 
to pass, when the people heard the 
sound of the trumpet, and the people 
shouted with a great shout, that the 
wall fell down flat, so the people went 

. up into the city, every man straight 
before him, and took the city. 

16 But Joshua had said to the two 
men that had spied out the land, Gto 
'nto the house of Rahab and bring out 



thence the woman, and all that she 
hath, as ye sware unto her. 

17 And the men went in, and 
brought out Rahab, and her father, 
and her mother, and her brethren, 
and all that she had; and they 
brought out all her Idndred, and left 
them without the camp of Israel. 

18 And they burnt the city with 
fire, and all that was therein ; only the 
silver, and the gold, and the vessels of 
copper and of iron, they put into the 
treasury. 

19 And Joshua adjured them at 
that time, saying. Cursed be the man 
before the Lord that riseth up and 
buildeth up this city of Jericho ; he 
shall lay the foundation thereof in his 
firstborn, and in his youngest son 
shall he set up the doors of it. 

20 So the Lord was with Joshua ; 
and his fame was throughout all the 
land. 

CHAPTER VI. 

PUT the children of Israel commit- 
ted a tresspass in the accursed 
thing ; for Achan, the son of Carmi, 
the son of Zabbi, the son of Zarah, 
of the tribe of Judah, took some of 
the accursed thing ; and the anger of 
the Lord was kindled against the 
children of Israel. 

2 And Joshua sent men from 
Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth- 
aven, (on the east side of Beth-el,) 
and spake to them, saying, Gto up 
and spy the land. And the men 
went up and spied Ai. 

3 And they returned to Joshua, and 
said to him, Let not all the people go 
up; but let about two thousand or 
about three thousand men go up and 
smite Ai. Weary not all the people 
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by sending them ihiUier: for they 
are but few. 

4 So they went up thiUier of the 
peq>le about three thousand men; 
but they fled before the men of AL 

5 And the men of Ai smote of them 
about thirty and six men. For they 
chased them fr(nn before the dty 
gate unto the breaches, and smote 
them in the going down. Therefore 
the hearts (d the people melted, and 
became as water. 

6 And Joshua rent his clothes, and 
fell to the earth upon his face be- 
fore the Ark of the Lord until the 
eventide, he and the elders of Israel, 
and they put dust upon their 
heads. 

7 And Joshua said, Alas, Lord 
Gody wherefore hast thou at all 
brought this people over the Jordan, 
to deliver us into the hand of the 
Amorites, to destroy us? Oh that 
we had been content, and had dwelt 
on the other side of the Jordan ; 

8 O Lord, what is to be said after 
Israel hath turned their backs before 
their enemies ? 

9 For the Canaanites and all the in- 
habitants of the land will hear of it, 
and will environ us round, and cut off 
our name from the earth. And 
what wilt thou do for thy great 
name? 

10 And the Lord said to Joshua, 
Get thee up ; wherefore art thou 
thus fallen upon thy face ? 

11 Israel hath sinned^ and they 
have also transgressed my covenant 
which I commanded them. For they 
have even taken some of the accursed 
tiling, and have both stolen, and dis- 
sembled, and they have also put it 
among thdr own baggage. 

12 Therefore the children of Israel 



could not stand up before their ene- 
mies, but turned their backs before 
their enemies, because they had be- 
come accursed. Neither ¥dll I be 
with you any more except ye destroy 
the accursed thing from among you. 

13 Get thee up, sanctify the peo- 
ple, and say, Sanctify yourselves 
against to-morrow ; for thus said the 
Lord the God of Israel, There is 
an accursed thing in the midst of 
thee, O Israel ; thou canst not stand 
up before thine enemies until ye put 
away the accursed thing from among 
you. 

14 So Joshua rose up early in the 
morning, and brought up Israel by 
their tribes ; and the tribe of Judah 
was taken. 

15 And he brought up the families 
of Judah ; and the family of the 
Zarhites was taken. And he brought 
up the family of the Zarhites man 
by man ; and Zabdi was taken. 

16 And he brought up his house 
man by man ; and Achan, the son of 
Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of 
Zarah, of the tribe of Judah was 
taken. 

1*7 And Joshua, said to Achan, 
My son, give, I pray thee, glory to 
the Lord the God of Israel, and 
make confession unto him ; and tell 
me now what thou hast done ; hide 
it not from me. 

18 And Achan answered Joshua, 
and said. Indeed I have dnned 
against the Lord the God of Israel, 
and thus and thus have I done. 

19 When I saw among the spoils a 
goodly Babylonian mantle, and two 
hundred shekels of silver, and a 
wedge of gold weighing fifty shekels 
[or twenty-five ounces], then I coveted 
them, and took them; and beholdr 
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they are hidden in the earth in the 
midst of my tent, and the silver un- 
der it. 

20 So Joshua sent messengers, and 
they ran to the tent ; and behold, it 
was hidden in his tent, and the silver 
under it 

21 And they took them out of the 
midst of the tent, and brought them 
to Joshua, and all the children of 
Israel, and laid them before the Lord. 

22 And Joshua, and all Israel with 
him, took Achan the son of Zarah, 
and the silver, and the mantle, and 
the wedge of gold, and all that he 
had ; and they brought them to the 
valley of Achor [or Trouble]. 

23 And Joshua said. Why hast 
thou troubled us ? The LoBD will 
trouble thee this day. And all 
Israel stoned him with stones. And 
they raised over him a great heap of 
stones which remain until this day. 
Therefore the name of that place has 
been called, The Valley of Achor, 
unto this day. 

CHAPTER vn. 

AND the Lord said to Joshua, 
Fear not, neither be thou dis- 
mayed. Take all the people of war 
with thee, and arise, go up to Ai. 
See, I have given into thy hand the 
king of Ai, and his people, and his 
city, and his land. 

2 And Joshua rose up early in the 
morning, and mustered the people, 
and went up, he and the elders of 
Israel, before the people to Ai. 

3 And all the people of war of 
them that were with him went up,and 
drew nigh, and came before the city, 
and encamped on the north side of 
At And there was a valley between 
them and Ai. 



4 And he took about five Uumsand 
men, and set them to lie in ambush 
between Beth-el and Ai, on the west 
side of the city. 

5 And when the people had set all 
the camp that was <m the north of 
the dty, and their Hers in wait on 
the west of the.«aty, Joshua went 
that night into the midst of the 
valley. 

6 And it came to pass, when the 
king of Ai saw it, that they hastened 
and rose up early, and the men of 
the city went out against Israel to bat- 
tle, he and all his people, at a time 
appointed, before the Barren Valfey ; 
but he knew not that there was an 
ambush against him behind the city. 

7 And Joshua and all Israel were 
beaten before them, and fled by the 
way of the desert. 

8 And all the people that were in 
Ai were called together to pursue af- 
ter them. And they pursued after 
Joshua, and were drawn away from 
the city. 

9 And there was not a man left in 
Ai or Beth-el, that went not out af- 
ter Israel And they left the city 
open, and pursued after Israel. 

10 And the ambush arose quickly 
out of their place. And they ran 
and entered into the city, and 
took it, and hastened, and set the 
city on fire. 

11 And when the men of Ai looked 
behind them, they saw, and behold, 
the smoke of the city ascended up to 
heaven, and they had no power to flee 
this way or that way. 

12 And the people that fled to the 
desert turned upon the pursuers. And 
when Joshua and all Israel saw that 
the ambush had taken tl^ city, and 
that the smoke of the city ascended^ 



CSAFTBB.yiU. 



JOSHUA. 



they retarned, and emote the men of 
Ai. 

13 And the others issued out of 
the eity against them ; so they were 
in the midst of Lnrael, some on this 
^de, and some on that side. And 
they smote them, so that they let 
none of them remain or escape. 

14 (Then Joshua built an altar to 
theLoBD the God of Israel on mount 
Ebal, as Moses the servant of the 
LoBD commanded the children of 
Israel, as is written in the Book of 
the Law of Mos^s [Deut. xxvii. 4, 5, 
6], an altar of whole stones, over 
which no man hath lifted up any 
iron; and they offered up thereon 
burnt offerings to the LoBD, and 
sacrificed peace offerings. 

15 And he wrote there upon the 
stones a copy of the Law of Moses, in 
the presence of the children of Israel. 

16 And all Israel, and their elders 
and officers, and their judges, stood 
on this side and on that side of the 
Ark before the priests the Levites.who 
bare the Ark of the Covenant of the 
Lord, the stranger, as well as he 
that was born among them ; half of 
them over against mount Gerizim, and 
half of them over against mount 
Ebal ; a» Moses had before command- 
ed that they should bless the people 
of Israel. 

17 And afterwards he read all the 
words of the Law, the blessings and 
cursings, according to all that is 
written in the Book of the Law 
[Deut. xxviiL]. 

18 There was not a word of all that 
Moses had commanded which Joshua 
read not before all the assembly of 
Isntel, with the women, and the Uttle 
ooeBf and ihe strangers that were 
among them.) 



CHAPTER Vm. 

A ND when the inhabitants of Gibeon 
heard what Joshua had done to 
Jericho and to Ai, 

2 They also did work wilily, and 
went and took provisions for them- 
selves, and took worn out sacks upon 
their asses, and wine-skins worn out; 
and rent, and bound up. 

3 And shoes worn out and patched 
upon their feet, and worn out cloaks 
upon them ; and all the bread of 
their provision was dry with mouldiness* 

4 And they went to Joshua to the 
camp at Gilgal, and said to him, and 
to the men of Israel, We are from 
a far country ; now therefore make 
ye a league with us. 

^ 5 And the men of Israel said to the 
Hivites, Peradventure ye dwell 
among us ; and how shall we make a 
league with you? 

6 And they said to Joshua, We are 
thy servants. And Joshua said to 
them. Who are ye? and whence 
come ye ? 

7 And they said to him, From a 
very far country thy servants are 
come because of the name of Yahveh 
thy God ; for we have heard the fame 
of him. 

8 And all that he did in Egypt, 
and ail that he did to the two king» 
of the Amorites, that were beyond 
the Jordan, to Sihon king of Hesh- 
bon, and to Og king of Bashan, who 
was at Ashtaroth. 

9 Therefore our elders and all the 
inhabitants of our country spake to 
us, saying, Take in your hands 
victuals for the journey, and go to 
meet them, and say to them, We are 



your servants, 
ye a league wii 



make 



10 



JOSHUA. 



CHAFTSB IZ. 



10 This oar bread we took hot for 
our provisioii out of oar houses on 
the day we came forth to go unto 
you ; but now, behold, it is dry, and 
it is mouldy. 

11 And these wine-skins, which we 
Med, were new ; and behold, they 
are rent ; and these our cloaks and 
our shoes are worn out by reason of 
the veiy long journey. 

12 And they received the men by 
reason of their victuals, and asked 
not counsel at the mouth of the LoBD. 

13 And Joshua made peace with 
them, and made a league with them, 
to let them live ; and the princes of 
the congregation sware to them. 

13 And it came to pass at the end 
of three days after they had made a 
league with them, that they heard* 
that they were their neighbours, and 
that they dwelt among them. 

14 And the children of Israel 
journeyed, and came to tlieir cities on 
the third day. Now their cities were 
Oibeon, and Chephirah, and Bee- 
roth, and the City of Jearim. 

15 And the children of Israel smote 
them not, because the princes of .the 
congregation had sworn unto them by 
the Lord the God of Israel And 
all the congregation murmured against 
the princes. 

16 But all the princes said to all 
the congregation. We have sworn to 
them by the LoBD the God of Israel; 
now therefore we may not touch them. 

17 This we will do to them ; we will 
«ven let them live, lest wrath be upon 
us, because of the oath which we 
sware unto them. 

18 And the princes said to them, 
Let them live ; but let them be hew- 
ers of wood and drawers of water un* 



to all the congregation, as we have 
promised them. 

19 And Joshua made them that day 
hewers of wood and drawers of water 
for the congregation, and for the 
Altar c^ the Lord, even unto this 
day, in The Place which he chose. 

CHAPTER IX. 

NOW it came to pass, when Adoni- 
zedec king of Jerusalem had heard 
how Joshua had taken Ai, and had 
utterly destroyed it ; as he had done 
to Jeridio and her »king, so he had 
done to Ai and her king ; and how 
the inhabitants of G-ibeon had made 
peace with Israel, and were among 
them; 

2 That they feared greatly, because 
Gibeonwas a great city, as one of the 
royal cities, and because it was great- 
er than Ai, and all the men thereof 
were wariors. 

3 Therefore Adoni-zedec king of 
Jerusalem sent to Hoham king of 
Hebron, and to Piram king of Jar- 
muth, and to Japhia king of Lachish, 
and to Debir king of Eglon, saying, 

4 Come up unto me, and help me, 
that we may smite Gibeon ; for it 
hath made peace with Joshua and 
with the children of Israel. ' 

5 Therefore the five kings of the 
Amorites gathered themselves together 
and went up, they and all their hosts, 
and encamped before Gibeon, und 
made war against it. 

6 And the men of Gibeon sent to 
Joshua to the camp to Gilgal, saying. 
Slacken not thy hand from thy ser- 
vants ; come up to us quickly, and 
save us, and help us. For all the 
kings of the Amorites that dwell in 
the Hmwunfay are^g^^jfl^together 
agamst us. o 
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7 So Joshua went np from G-ilgal, 
he, and all the people of war with 
him, and all the wariors of yaloor. 

8 And the LoBD said to Joshua, 
Fear them not ; for I have delirered 
them into thy hand. There shall not 
a man of them stand before thee. 

9 Joshua therefore came to them 
suddenly, and went up from Gilgal 
all night, and he discomfited them 
and smote them with a great slaugh- 
ter at Gibeon, and chased them along 
the way of the hill-road up to Beth- 
horon, and smote them unto Azekah, 
and unto Makkedah. 

10 Then spake Joshua in the day 
when the LoBD delivered up the 
Amorites before the children of Israel, 
and he said in the sight of Israel, 

'San, stand thou still upon Gibeon; 
And thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon/ 

11 And the sun stood still, and 
the moon stayed till the nation had 
avenged themselves on their enemies. 
Is not this written in the Book of 
Jasher ? So the sun stood still in the 
midst of heaven, and hastened not to 
go down for about a whole day. 

12 And there was no day like that 
before it or after it, that the Lord 
hearkened to the voice of a man ; for 
the LoBD fought for Israel. ,^ 

13 And on that day Joshua took 
Makkedah, and smote it with the edge 
of the sword, and the king thereof. 

14 Then Joshua passed from Mak- 
kedah, and all Israel with him, to 
Libnah, and fought against Libnah. 

15 And the Lord ddivered it also, 
and its king, into the hand of Israel. 

16 And Joshua passed from Lib- 
nah, and all Israel with him, unto 
Lachish, and encamped against it, and 
fought against it 



^ IT And the Lord delivered Lachish 
into the hand of Israel. And he 
took it on the second day, and smote 
it with the edge of the sword. 

18 Then Horam king of Gezer came 
up to help Lachish; and Joshua 
smote him and his people, until he 
had left him none to escape. 

19 And from Lachish Jodiua passed 
to Eglon, and all Israel with him ; 
and they encamped against it, and 
fought against it. 

20 And they took it on that day, 
and smote it with the edge of the sword. 

21 And Joshua went up from Eg- 
lon, and all Israel with him, unto 
Hebron ; and they fought against it: 

22 And they took it, and smote it 
with the edge of the sword, and its 
king, and all the cities. 

23 And Joshua returned, and all 
Israel with him, to Debir; and fought 
against it. 

24 And he took it, and its king, and 
all its cities ; and they smote them 
with the edge of the sword. 

25 So Joshua smote all the land of 
the Hill country, and of the South 
country, and of the Low country, and 
of the Hill-sides, and all their kings. 

26 And Joshua smote them from 
Kadesh-barnea even unto Gaza, and 
all the land of Goshen, even unto 
Gibeon. 

27 And all these kings and their 
lands did Joshua take at one time, 
because the Lord the God of Israel 
fought for Israel. 

28 And Joshua returned, and all Is- 
rael with him, unto the camp to Gilgal. 

CHAPTER X. 

A ND it came to pass, when Jabin, 

king of Hazor had heard, he sen 

to Jobab lung of Madon, and to the 
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king of Shimron [or Samaria], and 
to the king of Achshaph, 

2 And to the kings that were on the 
north, in the Hill country, and in the 
Barren Valley south of Chinneroth 
[or Gk;nnesaret], and in the Low 
Country, and on the Heights of Dor 
on the Sea ; 

3 And to the Canaanite on the east 
and on the west, and to the Amorite, 
and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, 
and the Jebusite in the Hill country, 
and to the Hivite under Hermon in the 
land of Mizpeh [or the Watchtower], 

4 And they went out, they and all 
their hosts with them, much people 
even as the sand that is upon the sea 
shore in multitude, with horses and 
chariots very many. 

5 And when all these kings were 
met together, they came and encamp- 
ed together at the Waters of Merom, 
to fight against Israel. 

6 And the LoBD said to Joshua, Be 
not afraid because of them ; for to- 
morrow about this time will I deliver 
them all up before Israel. 

7 So Joshua came, and all the peo- 
ple of war with him, against them by 
the Waters of Merom suddenly ; and 
they fell upon them. 

8 And the LoBD delivered them in- 
to the hand of Israel, who smote 
them, and chased them to Great Si- 
don, and to Misarepoth [or Sarepta] 
on the Sea, and to the valley of Miz- 
peh eastward ; and they smote them, 
until they left them none to escape. 

9 And Joshua at that time turned 
back, and took Hazor, and smote the 
king therof with the sword. For 
Hazor beforetime was the capitol of 
all those kingdoms. 

10 And all the cities of those kings, 
and all the kings of them, did Joshua 



take, and smote them with the edge 
of the sword. 

11 But as for the cities that stood 
on their mounds, Israel burned none 
of them, save Hazor only, that did 
Joshua burn. 

12 And all the spoil of those cities, 
and the cattle, the children of Israel 
took for a prey to themselves. 

13 So Joshua took ail that land, 
the Hill country, and all the South 
country, and all the land of Goshen, 
and the Low country, and the Barren 
Valley, and the hill country of Israel, 
and the low country of the same, 

14 From the Smooth Hill, the As- 
cent to Seir, even to Baal-gad in the 
valley of Lebanon under mount Her- 
mon. And all their kings he took and 
smote them. 

15 Joshua made war for a long 
time with all those kings. 

16 There was not a city that made 
peace with the children of Israel, 
save the Hivites, the inhabitants of 
Gibeon ; all the others they took in 
battle. 

17 And at that time came Joshua, 
and cut off the Anakites from the 
Hill country, from Hebron, from De- 
bir, from Anab, and from all 
the hill country of Judah, and from 
the hill country of Israel ; Joshua 
destroyed them utterly with their cities. 

18 There was none of the Anakites 
left in the land of the children of 
Israel ; only in Gaza, in Gtith, and 
in Ashdod, t^ey remained. 

19 So Joshua took the whole land, 
according to all that the Lord had 
said to Moses; and Joshua gave 
it for an inheritance unto Israel ac- 
cording to their divisions by their 
tribes. And the lan^^^i^Ht^ from 

yf^Y. Digitized by ^ 
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CHAPTER XI. 

MOW these are the kings of the 
land, whom the children of Israel 
smote, and possessed their land be- 
yond the Jordan toward the sunria- 
ing, from the river Arnon unto mount 
Hermon, and all the Barren Valley 
on the east ; — 

2 Sihon king of the Amorites, who 
dwelt in Heshbon and ruled from 
Aroer, which is upon the edge of the 
valley [or chasm] of the Arnon, both 
over the middle of the valley, and 
over half Gilead, even unto the river 
Jabbok, which is the boundary of the 
Children of Ammon; 

3 Ajid over the Barren Valley to 
the Sea of Chinneroth [or Gennesaret] 
on the east, and unto the Sea of the 
Barren Valley, even the Salt Sea on 
the east, on the waytoBeth-jeshimoth, 
and from the south, under the Hill- 
sides of Pisgah ; and also the bounda- 
ry of Og the king of Bashan, who 
was of the remnant of the giants, 
that dwelt at Ashtaroth and at Edrei, 
and who ruled in mount Hermon, and 
in Salcah, and in all Bashan, unto 
the boundary of the Geshurites and 
Maachathites, and over half Gilead, 
which is the boundary of Sihon king 
of Heshbon. 

4 Them did Moses the servant of 
the LoBD and the children of Israel 
smite. And Moses the servant of 
the Lord gave it for a possession 
unto the Reubenites, and theGadites, 
and the half tribe of Manasseh. 

CHAPTER Xn. 

MOW Joshua was old and advanced 
in years : and the LoBD said to 
him. Thou art old and advanced in 
years, and there remaineth yet very 
much land to be possessed. 



2 This is the land that yet re- 
maineth: all the Circle ai the Philis- 
tines, and all the G^hurites, — from 
the Shihor [or Nile], which b before 
Lower Egypt, even unto the bound- 
ary of Ekron northward, which is 
counted to the Canaanites; five chiefs 
of the Philistines; [namely] the 
Gazathites, and the Ashdodites, the 
Askakmites, the Gathites, and the 
Ekronites; and also the Avites on 
the south ; all the land of the Canaan- 
ites, and Mearah [or the naked coast], 
that is besides the SIdonians, unto 
Aphek, to the boundary of tlie Amor- 
ites; and the land of the Gebalites 
and all Lebanon, toward the sunris- 
ing, from Baal-gad under mount Her- 
mon unto the Pass of Hamath; all 
the inhabitants of the Hill country 
from Lebanon unto Misarepoth on 
the Sea, even all the Sidonians. 

3 These will I drive out from before 
the children of Israel. Only divide 
thou it by lot unto the Israelites for 
inheritance, as I have commanded 
thee. 

4 Now therefore divide this land for 
an inheritance unto the nine tribes, 
and the half tribe of Manasseh. 

CHAPTER Xni. 

A ND Eleazar the priest, and Joshua 
the son of Nun, and the heads of 
the fathers of the tribes of the 
children of Israel, distributed the 
land of Canaan for inheritance to 
them. 

2 By casting of lots was their in- 
heritance, as the LoBD had com- 
manded by the hand of Moses [Numb. 
xxxvi. 56], for the nine tribes, and 
for the half tribe. 

3 For Moses had given the in- 
heritance of two tribes and a half 
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tribe beyond the Jordan ; but to the 
Levites he gave no inhmtanoe amcmg 
them. 

4 For the dbildren of Josei^ were 
two tribes, Manasseh and Ephraim* 
And they gave no part to the Levites 
in the land, save cities to dwell in, 
with their pasture lands for their 
cattle and for their substance. 

5 As the Lord had commanded 
Moses, so the children of Israel did, 
and they divided ihe land. 

6 Then the children of Judah came 
to Joshua in Gilgal ; and Caleb the 
son of Jephunneh the Kenezite said to 
him, Thou knowest the word that the 
LoBD said to Moses the man of God 
concerning me and thee in Kadesh- 
bamea. Forty years old was I when 
Moses the servant of the LoBD sent 
me from Kadesh-bainea to spy out 
the land; and I brought him word 
again as it was in my heart. 

7 Nevertheless my brethren that 
went up with me made the heart of 
the people to melt ; but I wholly fol- 
lowed the LoBD my G-od. 

8 And Moses sware on that day, 
saying, Surely the land whereon thy 
feet have trodden shall be thine for 
an inheritance, and thy childrens' for 
ever, because thou hast wholly fol- 
lowed the LoBB my God. 

9 And now, behold, the LoBD hath 
kept me alive, as he said these forty 
and five years, since the LoBD spake 
this word to Moses, while Israel 
walked in the desert. And now, be- 
hold I am this day eighty and five 
years old. 

10 As yet I am as strong this day 
as I was in the day that Moses sent 
me. As my strength was then, even 
so is my strength now, for war, both 
to go out, and to come in. 



11 Now therefore give me this hill 
country, whereof the Lord spake in 
that day ; for thou heardest in that 
day how the Anakites are there, and 
the cities are great and fenced ; if the 
Lord will be with me, then I shall 
drive them out, as the Lord said. 

12 And Joshua blessed him, and 
gave to Caleb the son of Jephunneh 
Hebron for an inheritance. 

13 Hebron therefore became the 
inheritance of Caleb the son of Je- 
phunneh the Kenezite unto thi» day, 
because that he wholly followed the 
Lord the God of Israel 

14 And the name of Hebron before 
was the City of Arba, who was a 
great man among the Anakites. And 
the land had rest from war. 

15 And the children of Joseph 
spake to Joshua, saying. Why hast 
thou given me but one lot and one 
portion to inherit, seeing I am a great 
people, forasmuch as the LORD hllth 
blessed me hitherto. 

16 And Joshua answered them. If 
thou be a great people, then get tJiee 
up to the forest, and cut down for 
thyself there in the land of the Periz- 
zites [or Villagers], and of the Repha- 
ites [or Giants], if the hill country of 
Ephraim press too closely upon thee. 

17 And the children of Joseph said. 
The hill country is not enough for us ; 
and all the Canaanites that dwell in 
the land of the Valley have chariots 
of iron, both they who are of Beth- 
shean and its suburbs, and they who 
are of the valley of JezreeL 

18 And Joshua spake to the house 
of Joseph, even to Ephraim and to 
Manasseh, saying, Thou art a great 
people, and hast great power; thou 
shalt not have one lot only. 

19 But the hill country shall be 
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thine ; for it is a forest and then shalt 
oat it down. And the outgoinics of 
it shall be thine ; for thou shalt drive 
out the Canaanites, though they have 
iron chariots, and though they be 
strong. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

A ND the whole congregation of the 
children of Israel assembled to- 
gether at Shilohy and set up the Tent 
of Meeting there. And the land was 
subdued before them. 

2 And there remained among the 
children of Israel BEVEN tribes 
which had not yet received their in- 
heritance. 7 [..^ 

3 Ajid Joshua said to the chil4r9a 
of Israel, How long will ye be slow to 
go to possess the land, which the LoBD 
die Otod of your fathers hath given 
you? 

4 Appoint for yourselves three 
men for each tribe ; and I will send 
them, and they shall rise, and go 
about through the land, and describe 
it according to the inheritance of 
them ; and they shall come again to 
me. 

5 And they shall divide it for your- 
selves into seven parts. Judah shall 
abide within their boundary on the 
south, and the house of Joseph shall 
abide within their boundary on the 
north. 

6 Ye shall therefore describe the 
land in seven parts, and bring [the 
description] hither to me, that I may 
cast lots for you here before the LoBD 
our God. 

7 But the Levites have no part 
among you ; for the priesthood of the 
LoBD is their inheritance ; and Gad 
and Reuben, and half the tribe of 
Manassdi, have] received their in- 



heritance beyond the Jordan, on the 
east, which Moses the servant of the 
LoBD gave them. 

8 And the men arose, and went 
away. And Joshua charged them 
tJiat went to describe the land, saying, 
Gro and go about through the land, 
and describe it, and come again to 
me, that I may here cast lots for you 
before the LoBD in Shiloh. 

9 And the men went and passed 
through the land, and described it by 
cities into seven parts in a book, and 
came again to J<^ua to the camp at 
Shiloh. 

10 And Joshua cast lots for them 
inx'91uM»> J^efore.M^e Lord. And 
t^^ Jopihfa d^4^ tH land unto the 
441dj^ of Is^raf?ljfto?OBdii^ to their 
divisioiMM j ...i;-m -,,!' t" uu 

CHAPTER !XV. 

A ND the Lord spake to Jodiua, 
saying, 

2 Speak to the children of Israel, 
saying, Appoint for yourselves the 
Cities of Refuge, whereof I 
spake to you by the hand of Moses, 
[Numb. XXXV. ll.J 

3 That the manidayer that Jdlleth 
any person wnawares and unwittingly 
may flee thither. And they shall be 
your refuge from the avenger of blood. 

4 And when he that doth flee to one 
of those cities shall stand at the 
entrance of the gate of the city, and 
shall declare his cause in the ears of 
the elders of that city, they shall take 
him into the city unto them, and give 
him a place, that he may dwell among 
them. 

5 And if the avenger of blood pur- 
sue after him, then they shall not 
deliver the manslayer up into his 
band : because he smote his neighbour 
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unwittingly, and hated him not be- 
foretime. 

6 And he shall dwell in that <nty, 
until he stand before the congregation 
for judgment, until the dea^ of the 
high priest that shall be in those days ; 
then shall the slayer return, and oome 
to his own city, and to his own house, 
to the city from whence he fled. 

7 And they sanctified Kedesh in 
Galilee m the hill country of Naph- 
tali, and Shechem in the hill country 
of Ephraim, and the City of Arba, 
which is Hebron, in the hill country 
of Judah. 

8 And beyond the Jordan by Je- 
richo in the east^ the^ i^tgAfed^Bez^ 
in the desert, tilfian theT^life^titd^afe 
of the trib^^f R^t>^,^ki]S(l Ra^tfe' 
in Gilead out of the tribe of &iid,'dhd 
Golan in Ba^amont'ofthe tribe of 
Manasseh. 

9 These were the dties appointed 
for all the children of Israel, and for 
the stranger that sojourneth among 
them, that whoso killeth any person 
unaware might flee there, and that 
he die not by the hand of the avenger 
of blood, until he stand before the 
congregation. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

'PHEN the heads of the fathers of 
THE Levites came near' to 
Eleazar the priest, and to Joshua the 
son of Nun, and to the heads of the 
fathers of the tribes of the children 
of Israel : 

2 And they spake to them at Shiloh 
in the land of Canaan, saying, The 
Lord commanded by the hand of 
Moses [Numb, xxxv.] to give us cities 
to dwell in, with their pasture lands 
for our cattle. 

3 And the children of Israel gave 



to the Levites out of their inheritance, 
at the command of the Lord, forty 
eight cities and their pasture lands. 
These cities were every one with 
their pasture lands round about them. 

4 And the Lord, gave to Israel all 
the land which he sware to give to 
their fathers ; and they possessed it, 
and dwelt therein. 

5 And the Lord gave them rest 
round about, according to all that he 
sware unto their fathers ; and there 
stood not a man of all their enemies 
before them ; the Lord ddivered all 
their enemies into their hand. 

6 There failed not aught of any 
good, thing which the LoRD had 
^t)dkfen to the house of Israel; all 
came to pass. 

CHAPTER XVH. 

YHEN Joshua called theReubenites, 
and the Gadites, and the half 
tribe of Manasseh, and said to them, 
Ye have kept all that Moses the ser- 
vant of the Lord commanded you, 
and have obeyed my voice in all that 
I commanded you. 

2 Ye have not left your brethren 
these many days unto this day, but 
have kept the charge of the command 
of the Lord your G^. 

3 And now the Lord your God hath 
given rest to your brethren, as he 
promised them. Therefore now turn 
ye, and get you to your tents, and to 
the land of your possession, which 
Moses the servant of the Lord 
gave you beyond the Jordan. 

4 But take diligent heed to do t^e 
commandment and the law, which 
Moses the servant of God charged 
you, to love the Lord your Gt)d, and 
to wa,lk in all his ways, and to keep 
his commandments, and to cleave to 
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liim, and to serve him with all your 
heart and with all your soul. 

5 So Joshua blessed them, and sent 
them away. And they went to their 
tents. Now to the one half of the 
tribe of Manasseh Moses had given 
possesion in Bashan ; but to the other 
half thereof gave Joshua among their 
brethren beyond the Jordan westward. 

6 And the children of Reuben and 
the children of G-ad and the half tribe 
of Manasseh returned, and when they 
came to the Circle of the Jordan, 
which is in the land of Canaan, they 
built there an altar by the Jordan, a 
great altar to look at. 

7 And the diildren of Israel heard 
say, Behold the children of Reuben 
and the children of Gad and the half 
tribe of Manasseh have built an altar 
over against the land of Canaan, in 
the Circle of the Jordan, beyond the 
children of Israel. 

8 And when they heard of it, the 
whole congregation gatheied them- 
selves together at Shiloh, to go up to 
war against them. 

9 And the children of Israel sent to 
the children of Reuben, and to the 
diildren of Gad, and to the half tribe 
of Manasseh, into the land of Gilead, 
Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest ; 

10 And with him ten princes, of 
each diief house, one prince through- 
out all the tribes of Israel. 

11 And they came unto the land of 
Gilead, and they spake saying. 
Thus saith the whole congrega- 
tion of the Lord, What trespass is 
this that ye have committed against 
the God of Israel, to turn away this 
day from following God, in that ye 
have builded for yourselves an altar, 
that ye might rebel this day against 
iheLoBD? 



12 Is the inquity of Peor too little 
for us, from which we are not cleansed 
unto this day, although there was a 
plague in the congregation of the 
LoBD, but that ye must turn away this 
day from following the LoBD ? 

13 And it will be, seeing ye rebel 
to-day against the Lord, that to- 
morrow he will be wroth with the whole 
congregation of Israel. 

14 Nothwithstanding, if the land of 
your possession be unclean, then pass 
ye over unto the land of the possession 
of the Lord, wherein the Tabernacle 
of the Lord dwelleth, and take pos- 
session among us; but rebel not 
against the Lord, nor rebel against 
us, in building for you an altar other 
than the Altar of the Lord our God. 

15 Did not Achan the son of Zerah 
commit a trespass in the accursed 
thing, and wrath fell on all the con- 
gregation of Israel? and that man 
perished not alone in his iniquity. 

16 Then the* children of Reuben and 
the children of Gad and the half 
tribe of Manasseh answered, and said 
to the heads of the thousands of Israel, 

17 The Lord the God of gods, the 
Lord the God of gods, he knoweth, 
and Israel he shall know. If it be in 
rebellion, or if in transgression against 
the Lord, save us not this day. 

18 If we have built us an altar to 
turn from following the Lord, or if 
to offer up thereon burnt offering or 
meal offering, or if to offer sacrifies of 
peace offerings thereon, let the Lord 
himself require it. 

19 And if we have not rather done 
it for fear of this thing, saying, In 
time to come your children might 
speak to our children, sa3dng. What 
have ye to do with tliQ Lpg^^hf God 
of Israeli 
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20 For the LoBD hath made the 
Jordan a boundary between ns and 
you, ye children of Reuben and chil- 
dren of Gad ; ye have no part in the 
Lord. So shall your children make 
our cMldren cease from fearing the 

LOBD. 

21 Therefore we said, Let us now 
prepare to build us an altar, not for 
burnt offering, not for sacrifice ; but 
let it be a witness between us, and 
you, and our generations after us, 
that we may do the services of the 
Lord in his presence with our burnt 
offerings, and with our sacrifices, and 
with our peace offerings ; that your 
children may not say to our children 
in time to come, Ye have no part in 
the Eternal. 

22 Therefore said we, that it shall 
be, when they should so say to us, or 
to our generations in time to come, 
that we may say, Behold the pattern 
of the Altar of the Lord, which our 
fathers made. It is not for burnt 
offerings, nor for samfioes ; but it is 
a witness between us and you. 

23 And when Phinehas the priest, 
and the princes of the congregation, 
and heads of the thousands of Israel 
which were with him, heard the words 
that the children of Reuben and the 
children of Gad and the children of 
Manasseh spake, it was good in tlieir 
^es. 

24 And they said to them. This day 
we perceive that the Lord is among 
us, because ye have not committed 
this trespass against the Lord. Now 
ye have delivered the children of 
Israel out of the hand of the Lord. 

25 And Phinehas the son of Elea- 
zar the priest and the princes re- 
turned from the children of Reuben, 
and from the children of Gad, out of 



the land of Gilead, unto the land of 
Canaan, to the children of Israel, 
and brought them word again. 

2H And the thing was good in the 
eyes of the children of Isr&el ; and 
they blessed God, and did not intend 
to go up against them in battle. 

27 And the children of Reuben and 
the children of Gad called the altar, 
* * * for it shall be a witness 
between us, that the Eternal is God. 
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IT OAME TO PASS a long time 
after the Lord had given rest 
unto Israel from all their enemies 
round about, that Joshua grew old 
and advanced in years. 

2 And Joshua called for all Israel, 
for their elders, and for their h^uis, 
and for their judges, and for tl^ir 
officers, and said to them, I am old 
and advanced in years ; and ye have 
all seen what G^ hath done to ail 
these nations before your face ; for the 
Lord your God is he that hath fought. 

3 See, I have divided unto you by 
lot these nations that remain, to be 
an inheritance for your tribes, from 
the Jordan, with all the nations that 
I have cut off, even unto the Great 
Sea towards the sunset. 

4- And God will expel them from 
before you, and drive them from out 
of your sight; and ye shall possess 
their land, as the Lord your God 
promised unto you. 

5 Be ye therefore very courageous to 
keep and to do all that is written in 
the Book of the Law of Moses, turn- 
ing not aside therefrom to the right 
hand or to the left ; 

6 So that ye come not among these 
nations, these that remain among you ; 
neither make mention of the name of 
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^kfkt gods, nor cause to swear by 
them, neither serve them, nor bow 
yourselves' to them ; 

7 But cleave to the Lord your God, 
as ye have done unto this day. For 
the LoBD hath driven out from before 
you great and strong nations ; and as 
for you, no man hath been able to 
stand before you unto this day. 

8 One man of you shall chase a 
thousand ; for the Lord your Gk)d, 
he it is that fi^teth for you, as he 
hath promised you. 

9 Take good heed therefore to your- 
selves, that ye love the Lord your God. 

10 Else tf ye do in any wise go 
back, and cleave unto the remnant of 
these 'nations, even these that remain 
among you, and shall make marriages 
vnth. them, and go in unto them, and 
they to you ; 

11 Know for a certainty that the 
Lord your Q^ will no more drive 
out these nations from before you ; 
but they will be snares and traps unto 
you, and scourges in your sides, and 
thorns in your eyes, until ye perish 
from off this good land, which the 
Lord your God hath given you. 

12 And b^old, this day I am 
going the way of all the earth ; and 
ye know in all your hearts and in all 
your souls, that not one thing hath 
&il6d of idl the good things which the 
Lord your God spake concerning 
you ; all are come to pass unto you, 
and not one tiling hath failed thereof. 

13 Therefore it shall come to pass, 
that as all good things are come upon 
you, which the Lord your Qrod 
promised to you; so will the Lord 
bring upon you all evil things, until 
he have destroyed you from off this 
good land which the Lord hath given 
yoa; 



14 When ye transgress the covenant 
of the Lord your God, which he 
commanded you, and go and serve 
other gods, and bow yourselves to 
them ; then shall the anger of the 
Lord be kindled against you, and ye 
will perish quickly from off the good 
land which he hath given to you. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

A ND Joshua gathered all the tribes 
of Israel to Shechem, and called 
for the elders of Israel, and for their 
heads, and for their judges, and for 
their officers; and they presented 
themselves before God. 

2 And Joshua said to all the people, 
Thus saith the Lord the God of 
Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the other 
side of the River [Euphrates] in old 
times, even Terah, the father of 
Abraham, and the father of Nachor, 
and they served other gods. 

3 And I took your father Abraham 
from the other side of the river, and 
led him throughout all the land of 
Canaan, and multiplied his offspring, 
and gave him Isaac. 

4 And to Isaac I gave Jacob and 
Esau; and I gave to Esau Mount 
Seir. to possess it ; but Jacob and his 
children went down into Lower Egypt. 

5 I sent Moses also and Aaron, and 
I plagued the Egyptians, according to 
that which I did among them. And 
afterward I brought you out ; 

6 And I brought your fathers out 
of Lower Egypt : and ye came to the 
sea ; and the Egyptians pursued after 
your fathers with chariots and horse- 
men unto the Red Sea. 

7 And when they cried to the Lord, 
he put darkness between you and the 
Egyptians, and brought the sea upon 
them, and covered them. And your 
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eyes have seen what I did in Lower 
Egypt. And ye dwelt in the desert 
for many years. 

8 And I brought you into the land 
of the Amorites, who dwelt beyond 
the Jordan; and they fought with 
you. And I gave them into your 
hand, that ye might possess their land. 

9 Then Balak the son of Zippor, 
king of Moab, arose and warred 
against Israel ; and he sent and called 
Balaam the son of Beor to curse you. 

10. But I would not hearken unto Ba- 
laam; therefore he blessed you greatly. 
So I delivered you out of his hand. 

11 And ye went over the Jordan, 
and came to Jericho. And the men 
of Jericho fought against you, the 
Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the 
Oanaanites, and the Hittites, and the 
Girgashites, the Hivites, and the Je- 
busites; and I delivered them into 
your hand* 

12 And I have given you a land for 
which ye did not labour, and cities 
which ye built not, and ye dwell in 
them ; of the vineyards and oliveyards 
which ye planted not, do ye eat. 

13 Now therefore fear the Lord, 
and serve him in sincerity and in 
truth ; and put away the gods which 
your fathers served on the other side 
of the river [Euphrates], and in Egypt, 
and serve ye the LoBD. 

14 And if it seem evil to you to 
serve the Lord, choose ye this day 
whom ye will serve; whether the 
gods which your fathers served that 
were on the other side of the river, or 
the gods of the Amorites, in whose 
land ye dwell ; but as for me and my 
house we will serve the Lord. 

15 And the people answered and 
said, It were wicked in us to forsake 
the Lord, to serve other gods ; 



16 For the Lord our God, he it is 
that brought us up and our fathers 
out of the land of Egypt, from 
the house of bondage, and who did 
those great signs in our sight, and 
guarded us on all the way wherein we 
went, and among all the peoidee 
through whom we passed. 

17 And the Lord drove out from 
before us all the peoples, even the 
Amorites who dwelt in the land; 
therefore will we also serve the Lord ; 
for he is our God. 

18 And Joshua said to the people. 
Ye cannot serve the Lord ; for he is 
a holy God ; he is a jealous God ; he 
will not forgive your transgressions 
nor your sins. 

19 If ye forsake the Lord, and 
serve foreign gods, then he will turn 
and do you hurt, and consume yon, 
after that he hath done you good. 

20 And the people said to Joshua, 
Nay, but we will serve the Lord. 
And Joshua said to the people. Ye 
are witnesses against yourselves, that 
ye have chosen for yourselves the 
Lord to serve him. And they said, 
We are witnesses. 

21 Now therefore put away [said he] 
the foreign gods which are among 
you, and incline your heart to the 
Lord the God of Israel. 

22 And the people siud to Joshua, 
the Lord our God will we serve, and 
his voice will we obey. 

23 So Joshua made a covenant witli 
the people that day, and set them a 
statute and an ordinance in Shechem 

24 And Joshua wrote these words 
in the Book of the Law of God, and 
took a great stone, and set it up there 
under the oak that was by the Sanc- 
tuary of the Lord. 

25 And Joshua said to all the 
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ne, Behold this stone shall be a 
witness unto us ; for it hath heard all 
the words of the Lord which he spake 
to us. It shall be therefore a wit- 
ness unto you, lest ye deny your God. 

26 So Joshua let the people depart, 
eyery man to his inheritance. [Here 
follows Judges ii,] 

27 And it came to pass after these 
things, that Joshua the son of Nun, 
the servant of the Lord, died, being 
a hundred and ten years old [A. M. 
2739]. 

28 And they buried him within the 
boundary of his inheritance in Tim- 
nath-serah, which is in the hill country 
of Ephraim, on the north side of the 
hiUc^Gaash. 



29 And Israel served the Lord all 
the days of Joshua, and all the days 
of the elders that outlived Joshua, 
and who had known all the works of 
the Lord, that he had done for 
Israel. 

30 And the bones of Joseph, which 
the children of Israel brought up out 
of Egypt, buried they in Shechem, in 
a parcel of ground wldch Jacob bought 
of the sons of Hamor the father of 
Shechem for a hundred Kesitahs [or 
pieces of silver] ; . and it became the 
inheritance of the children of Joseph. 

31 And Eleazar the son of Aaron 
died ; and'they buried him in the hill 
of Phinehas his son, which was given 
to him in the hill country of Ephraim. 
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CHAPTER L 

JJOW AFTER THE DEATH OF Joshua 
it came to pass that the children 
of Israel asked the Lord, saying. 
Who shall go up for us against the 
Canaanites first, to fight them? 

2 And the Lord said, Judah shall 
go up. Behold, I have delivered the 
land into his hand. 

3 An4 Judah said to Simeon his 
brother, Come up with me into my 
lot, that *we may fight against the 
Canaanites ; and I likewise will go 
with thee into thy lot. So Simeon 
went with him. 

4 And Judah went up ; and the 
Lord delivered the Canaanites and 
Perizzites into their hand. And they 
smote them in Bezek ten thousand 



5 And they found the lord of Bezek 
is Beiek: and they fought agamst 



him, and they slew the Canaanites 
and the Perizzites. 

6 And the children of the Kenite, 
Moses* father in law, went up out of 
the City of Palmtrees [or Jericho] 
with the children of Judah into the 
desert of Judah, which lieth in the 
south country of Arad ; and they went 
and dwelt among the people. 

7 And Judah went with Simeon his 
brother, and they slew the Canaan- 
ites that inhabited Zephath, and utter- 
ly destroyed it. And he called the 
name of the city Hormah. 

8 And the Lord was with Judah ; 
and he drove out the inhabitants of 
the Hill country ; but could not 
drive out the inhabitants of the Val- 
ley, because they had chariots of iron. 

9 And they gave Hebron to Caleb, 
as Moses had said ; and he drove out 
thence the three sons of Anak. 
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10 And the childreti of Bei^amin 
did not drive out the Jebosites that 
inherited Jerusalem; but the Jebn- 
sites dwell with the children of Ben- 
jami i in Jerusalem unto this day. 

11 And the house of Joseph, they 
also went up against Beth-el ; and the 
Lord was with them. 

12 And the house of Joseph sent to 
spy out Beth-eL (Now the name of 
the city before was Luz.) 

13 And those on the watch saw a 
man come forth out of the city, and 
they said to him, Show us, we pray 
thee, an entrance into the city, and 
we will do thee kindness. 

14 And when he showed them an 
entrance into the city, they smote the 
city with the edge of the sword ; but 
they let go the man and all his fami- 
ly. And the man went into the land 
of the Hittites, and built a city, and 
called the name thereof Luz : which 
is its name unto this day. 

15 Neither did M anasseh drive out 
the inhabitants of Bethshean and its 
suburbs, nor Taanach and its suburbs, 
nor the inhabitants of Dor and its 
suburbs, nor the inhabitants of Ibleam 
and its suburbs, nor the inhabitants 
of Megiddo and its suburbs : but the 
Canaanites would dwell in that land. 

16 And it came to pass when 
Israel was strong, that they put the 
Canaanites to tribute, and did not 
utterly drive them out. 

17 Neither did Ephraim drive out 
the Canaanties that dwelt in G-ezer ; 
but the Canaanites dwelt in Q-ezer 
among them. 

18 Neither did Zebulun drive out 
ike inhabitants of Kitron, nor the 
inhabitants of Nahalol; but the 
Canaanites dwelt among them, and 
were tributaries. 



19 Neither did Asher drive out the 
inhabitants of Accho, nor the in- 
habitants of Sidon, nor of Ahlab, n<Mr 
of Achezib, nor of Helbah, nor of 
Aphik, nor of Rehob ; but the Ashe- 
rites dwelt among the Canaanites, the 
inhabitants of the land : for they did 
not drive them out. 

20 Neither did Naphtali drive out 
the inhabitants of Beth-shemesh, nor 
the inhabitants of Beth-anath ; but he 
dwelt among the Canaanites, the in- 
habitants of the land ; nevertheleas 
the inhabitants of Beth-shemesh and 
of Beth-anath became tributaries on- 
to them. 

21 And the Amorites forced the 
children of Dan into the hill country ; 
for they would not suffer them to oome 
down into the valley. 

22 But the Amorites would dwell 
in mount Heres, in Ajalon, and in 
Shaalbim ; yet the hand of the house 
of Joseph prevailed, so that they be- 
came tributaries. 

23 (And the boundary of the Amo- 
rites was from the hill-road of Akrab- 
bim, from Sela [or Petra], and up- 
ward.) 

CHAPTER IL 

^OW WHEN Joshua and also all 
that generation were gathered to 
t^eir fathers: there arose another 
generation after them, which knew 
not the Lord, nor yet the works 
which he had done for Israel. 
2 And the ohildben of Israel 
BID EVIL in the fidght of the Lord, and 
served Baal. And they forsook the 
Lord the God of their fathers, who - 
brought them out of the land of Egypt, 
and they followed other gods, of the 
gods of the people that were round 
about them, and bowed themselves 
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mitotii^n, and provoked the Lobd to 
anger. 

3 And they forsook the Lord and 
served Baal and Ashtaroth, and the 
anger of the Lord was hot against 
Lnrael, and he delivered them into the 
hands of the spoilers that spoiled 
them, and he sold them into the hands 
of their enemies round aboat, so that 
they ooold not any longer stand before 
their enemies. 

4 Whithersoever they went out, 
the hand of the Lord was against 
them for evil, as the Lord had said , 
und as the Lord had sworn to them. 
And they were greatly distressed. 

5 Aiid the Lord raised up Judges, 
who delivered them out of the hand 
of those that spoiled them, and yet 
they hearkened not to their judges, but 
they went astray after other gods, 
and bowed themselves unto them, 
l^ey turned quickly out of the way 
which their fathers walked in, obey- 
ing the commandments of the Lord. 
But they did not so. 

6 And when the Lord raised up 
for them Judges, then the Lord was 
with the judge, and delivered them 
out of the hand of their enemies all 
the days of the judge ; for it repent- 
ed the Lord because of their groan- 
ings by reason of them that oppressed 
them and vexed them. 

7 And it came to pass, when the 
judge was dead, that they returned, 
and corrupted themselves more than 
iheir fathers, in following other gods 
to serve them, and to bow down un- 
to them ; they ceased not from their 
own doings, nor from their stubborn 
way. 

8 And the anger of the Lord was 
hot against Israel ; and he said. Be- 
that this nation hath trans- 



gressed my covenant which I com" 
manded their fathers, and have not 
hearkened to my voice. 

9 I also will not henceforth drive 
out any from before them of the na- 
tions which Joshua left when he 
died; in order through them to prove 
Israel, whether they will keep t^he 
way of the Lord to walk therein, as 
their fathers did keep it, or not. 
Therefore the Lord left those nations, 
without driving them out hastily; 
neither did he deliver them into i^ 
hand of Joshua. 
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these are the nations which 
ike Lord left to prove by them 
many of Israel as had not known 
any of the wars of Canaan. 

2 Only that the generations of the 
children of Israel might know, to teach 
them war, at the least such as before 
knew nothing thereof ; [namely] 

3 Five chiefs of the PMiisttnes, and 
all theCanaanites, and the Sidonians, 
and the Hivites that dwelt on mount 
Lebanon, from mount Baal-hermon 
unto the Pass of Hamath. 

4 And they were to prove Israel by 
them, to know whether they would 
hearken to the commandments of the 
Lord, which he commanded their 
fathers by the hand of Moses. 

5 And the children of Israel dwelt 
among the Canaanites, and the Hit- 
tites, and the Amorites, and the 
Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the 
Jebusites. 

6 And they took their daughters to 
be their wives, and gave their daugh- 
ters to their sons, and served th^r 
gods. 

7 And THE CHILDREN OF ISRABL 

DID EVIL in the sight d&the Lord, 
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and forgot the Lord their God, and 
served Baal and Ashera. 

8 Therefore the anger of the LOBD 
was hot against Israel, and he sold 
them into the hand of the most wick- 
ed Coshan, king of Syria of the 
Rivers. And the children of Israel 
se^ed the most wicked Onshan for 
eight years. 

9 And when the chUdreu of Israel 
cried to the LoBD, t^e LoBD raised 
up a deliverer to th^ children of Israel, 
who delivered them, even Othniel the 
son of Eenaz, Caleb's younger 
brother. 

10 And the spirit of the LoBD came 
upon him, and he judged Israel, and 
went to war. And the LoBD de- 
livered the most wicked Cushan, king 
of Syria, into his hand ; and his hand 
prevailed against the most wicked 
Cushan, and the land had rest for 
forty years. And Othniel the son of 
Kenaz died. 

11 And THE OHILDREN OF ISBAEL 

BID EVIL again in the sight of the 
LoBD. And the Lord strengthened 
Eglonthe king of Moab against Israel, 
because they had done evil in the sight 
of theXoRD. 

12 And he gathered to him the 
children of Ammon and Amalek, and 
went and smote Israel, and possessed 
the city of Palmtrees [or Jericho.] 

13 So the children of Israel served 
Eglon the king of Moab eighteen 
years. 

14 But when the children of Israel 
cried to the LoRD, the Lord raised 
them up a deliverer, £2hud the son of 
G-era, a Benjamite, a man crippled in 
his right hand. And by his hand 
the children of Israel sent a present 
to Eglon the king of Moab. 

15 And Ehud made him a dagger 
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which had two edges, of a span's 
length ; and he did gird it under his 
outer garment upon his right thi^ 

16 And he brought the present to 
Eglon, king of Moab. Aiid Eglon 
was a very fat man. 

17 And it came to pass that when 
he had made an end to give the pres- 
ent, he sent away the people that 
bare the present. 

18 But he himself turned again from 
the quarries that were by Gilgal, and 
said, I have a secret errand unto 
thee, king. And he said. Let 
there be silence. And all that stood 
by him went out from him. 

19 And Ehud came to him ; and he 
was sitting in a cool upper chamber, 
which he had for himself alone. Aim! 
Ehud said, I have a message from 
God unto thee. And he arose out ol 
his seat. 

20 And Ehud put forth his left 
hand, and took the dagger from his 
right thigh, and thrust it into his 
body. 

21 Then Ehud went forth into the 
porch, and shut the doors of the upper 
chamber upon him, and locked them. 

22 When he was gone out, his ser- 
vants came : and when they saw that 
the doors of the upper cham- 
ber were locked, they said, Surely he 
sleepeth in his cool chamber. 

23 And they tarried till late ; and 
behold, he opened not the doors of the 
upper chamber. Therefore they took 
the key, and opened them ; and be- 
hold, their lord was fallen down 
dead on the ground. 

24 And Ehud escaped while they 
tarried, and passed beyond the quar- 
ries, and escaped to Seirath [or the 
Goat walks]. 

25 And it came to pass, when he 
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was come, that be blew a trumpet in 
the bill country of Epbraim, and tbe 
children of Israel went down witb bim 
from tbe bill country, and be before 
tbem. 

26 And be said to tbem, Follow me; 
for tbe LoBD batb delivered your 
enemies tbe Moabites into your band. 

27 And tbey went down after bim, 
and took tbe fords of tbe Jordan 
toward Moab, and suffered not 
a man to pass over. 

28 And tbey slew of Moab at tbat 
time about ten thousand men, all 
lusty, and all men of valour ; and 
there escaped not a man. 

29 So Moab was subdued tbat day 
under the band of Israel. And tbe 
land bad rest for eighty years. 

30 And after him was Sbamagar 
tbe son of Anath, who slew of the 
Philistines six hundred men with an 
ox goad. And be also delivered 
Israel. 

CHAiPTER IV. 

^ND THE CHILDEBN OF ISRAEL 

DID EVIL again in tbe sight of 
the Lord when Ehud was dead. 

2 And the LoBD sold them into the 
hand of Jabin king of Canaan, who 
reigned in Hazor; the captain of 
whose host was Sisera, who dwelt in 
Harosbetb of tbe Gentiles [or Gali- 
lee]. 

3 And the children of Israel cried 
to the LoBD. For be bad nine hun- 
dred chariots of iron : and twenty 
years be mightily oppressed the chil- 
dren of tsraeL / 

4 And Deborah, a prophetess, tbe 
wife of Lapidoth, she judged Israel 
at tbat time. 

6 And she dwelt under tbe palm 
tree of Deborah between Ramah and 



Beth-el in tbe hill country of Eph* 
raim ; and the children of Israel came 
up to her for judgment. 

6 And she sent and called Barak, 
tbe son of Abinoamout of Kedesb 
in Napbtali ; and she said to bim. 
Hath not Uie LoBD the God of 
Israel commanded, [saying], Go and 
draw mount Tabor, and take with thee 
ten thousand men of the children of 
Napbtali and of the children of 
Zebulun? 

7 And I will draw unto thee to tbe 
brook Kishon, Sisera, the captain of 
Jabin's army, witb bis chariots and 
and bis rabble: and I will deliver bim 
into thy band. 

8 And Barak said to her, If thoa 
wilt go with me, then I will go. But 
if thou wilt not go with me, then I 
will not go. 

9 And she said, I will surely go with 
thee. Notwithstanding, Uiere will 
be no honour for thee on the journey 
tbat thou takest; for tbe LoBD will 
sell Sisera into tbe band of a woman^ 
And Deborah arose, and went with 
Barak to Kedesb. 

10 And Barak called together Ze- 
bulun and Napbtali to Kedesb ; and 
be went up witb ten thousand men at 
bis feet. And Deborah went up with 
bim. 

11 Now Heber tbe Kenite bad 
severed himself from the Kenites, tbe 
children of Hobab tbe brother in 
law of Moses, and bad pitched bis 
tent at the oak of Zaanim, which is 
by Kedesb. 

12 And tbey told Sisera tbat Barak 
the son of Abinoam was gone up to 
mount Tabor. 

13 And Sisera called together all 
bis chariots, even nine hundred 
chariots of ircm, and all the people 
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that were with him, from Harosheth 
of the Gentiles unto the hrook Kishon. 

14 And Deborah said to Barak, Up; 
for this is the day in which the Lord 
hath delivered Sisera into thy hand. 
Is not the Lord gone out before 
thee? So Barak went down from moant 
Tabor, and ten thousand men after 
Idm. 

15 And the Lord discomfited Sise- 
Ta, and all his chariots, and all his 
host, with the edge of the sword be- 
fore Barak ; so that Sisera lighted 
down off his chariot, and fled away 
on his feet* 

16 Bat Barak parsued after the 
chariots, and after the host, unto 
Harosheth of the Gentiles. And all 
the host of Sisera fell by the edge of 
the sword ; and there ^i^as not one 
man left. '« 

17 Howbeit Sisera fled away on his 
feet to the tent of Jael the wife of 
Heber the Kenite : for there was 
peace between Jabin the king of 
Hazor and the house of Heber the 
Kenite. 

18 And Jael went out to meet 
Sisera, and she said to him. Turn in, 
my lord, turn in to me; fear not. And 
when he had tu^ed in unto her into 
the tent she covered him with a 
blanket. 

19 And he said to her. Give me, I 
pray thee, a little water to drink; for 
I am thirsty. And she opened a bot- 
tle of milk, and gave him a drink, 
and covered him. 

"20 And he said to her. Stand in the 
•doorway of the tent, and it shall be, 
when any man doth come and inquire 
of thee, and say. Is there any man 
here? that thou shalt say. No. 

21 Then Jael Heber's wife took a 
tentrpin, and took a hanmier in her 



hand, and went to him softly, and 
smote the pin into his temples, and 
drove it down into the ground: for 
he was fast asleep and weary. So 
he died. 

22 And behold, as Barak pursued 
Sisera, Jael went out to meet him, and 
said to him, Come, and I will show 
thee the man whom thou seekest. And 
when he came in unto her, behold, 
Sisera lay dead, and the tent-pin was 
in his temples. 

23 So God subdued on that day 
Jabin the king of Canaan before the 
children of Israel. 

24 And the hand of the children of 
Israel prospered, and was heavy upon 
Jabin the king of Canaan, until they 
had destroyed Jabin king of Canaan. 

CHAPTER V. 

^HEN sang Deborah and Barak the 
son of Abinoam on that day, say- 
ing, 

2 When princes lead in Israel, 
When the people nobly rise, 

Praise ye theLoBD. 

3 Hear, O kings; listen, O rulers; 
To the Eternal I, to Him I sing; 

I chant to the Eternal, IraeVs God. 

4 O Eternal, at thy oominff from Seir, 
At the marching from Edom's field; 
The earth trembled, and the heavens 

dropped, 

5 Mountains melted before the Lobd, 
Ton Sinai, before the Eternal, IsraeFs 

God. 

6 In thedaysofShamgar, Anath'sson, 
In the days of Jael, the roads were 

deserted; 
High-way travellers walked on 
winding paths. 

7 Deserted were Israel's fields, de- 

serted. 
Until I, Deborah arose, 
I arose a mother in Israel. 

8 They had chosen new gods; 
Then war was at the gates ; 

Was there a shield seen or a spear 
Among forty thousand in Israel? 
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Cy heart is with IsraeVs leaders, 
The willing champions of the peo- 
ple 
Praise ye the Lobd 

10 Ye whQ*ride on white-dappled asses, 
Te who sit on carpets, 

And YB who walk by the waT, speak! 

11 Louder than herd-drivers snont be- 

tween water-troughs 
liet u«n sing the yictories of the 

Lobd; 
His yictories in Israel's fields, 
IVhen down came to the gates the 

-people of the Lobd. 

12 Awake, awake, Deborah; 
Awake, awake, utter a song; 
Arise, Barak, carry off thy captives, 
O son of Abinoam. 

13 Then came a remnant of the migh- 

ty ones, 
The LoBD*s people came down for 
me among the heroes. 

14 Branches of Sphraim went out 

against Amalek, 

Behind thee, Benjamin, with thy 
hosts; 

From Machir leaders came ; 

From Zebulun men wielding a com- 
mander's staff. 
15»The princes of Issachar with Ue- 
borah, 

Issachar, so Barak, rushed on foot 
into the valley. 

By the brooks of Beuben minds 
meditated grandly* 

16 Why sattest thou among the Sheep- 

folds. 
. Listening to the pipings of the 
— fiQcks? 
By the brooks of Beuben minds 
speculated gra&dly. 

17 Gilead stayed beyond the Jordan; 
And Dan— why did he dwell on 

ships f 
Asher remained on the sea-shore, 
Abode by his inlets. 

18 &ebulun is the people that threw 

away life to death; 
Naphtali, too— on the bights of the 
field. 

19 The kings came and fought. 
Then fought the kings of Canaan, 
At Taana<m by Megiddo's waters; 
Booty of silver they took not away. 



20 The stars fought from heaven. 
From their courses they fought 

against Sisera. 

21 The river Eishon swept them away, 
That ancient river, the river Eishon. 
(March on, my soul, in triumph!) 

22 There clattered hoofs of steeds. 
The champions dashing on, dash- 
ing. 

23 *Ourse ye Meroz' said God's 

messenger, 
*Gurse, curse its inhabitants; 
Fcgr they came not to fight by the 

LoBD, 
To fight by the Lobd among the 

mighty ones. 

24 Blessed above women be Jael, 
The wifeof Heber, the Eenite— 
Blessed above wofnen in tents.' 

25 He asked for water, milk she gave; 
In a lordly bowl she brought forth 

cream. 

26 She grasped a nail with one hand, 
With her right hand the workmen's 

hammer 
And struck Sisera, batterd his head. 
And crushed and smashed his tem- 
ples. 

27 At her feet he bent, and sank, and 

lay; 

At her feet ne bent and sank; 
Where he bent, there he fell — de- 
stroyed. 

28 Through the window she looks, 

lamenting. 

The mother of Sisera, through the 
lattice. 

Why lingers his car in coming? 

Why tarry the wheels of his char- 
iots? 

29 The wise among her ladies answer, 
Yea she returns answer to herself: 

30 'Do they not find and divide booty? 
A vuture-omament or two for each 

hero's head ; 
To Sisera a spoil of coloured cloth. 
Two robes dyed and embroidered. 
From the necks of the captured.* 

31 So let all thine enemies perish, O 

Lobd. 
But they who love him are like the 
rising sun in its strength . 

And the land had rest for forty 

years. Digitized by LjOOgIC 
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CHAPTER VI. 

A ND THE CHILDREN OP ISEAEL 

DID EVIL in the sight of the 
Lord, and the Lord delivered them 
into the hand of Midian for seven 
years. 

2 And the hand of Midian pre- 
vailed against Israel. Because of 
the Midianites the children of Israel 
made for themselves the caverns 
which are in the mountains, and the 
oaves and the strongholds. 

3 And so it was, when Israel had 
sown their seed that the Midianites 
came up, and the Amalekites, and 
the children of the East, even they 
came up against them. 

4 And they encamped against them, 
and destroyed the increase of the 
earth, till thou come unto Gaza, and 
left no sustenance for Israel, neither 
sheep, nor ox, nor ass. 

5 For they came up with their cat- 
tle and their tents, and they came as 
locusts for multitude ; for both ;they 
and their camels were without number. 
And they entered into the land to 
destroy it. 

6 And Israel was greatly impover- 
ished because of the Midianites: and 
the children of Israel cried unto the 
Lord. 

T And it came to pass, when the 
children of Israel cried to the Lord 
because of the Midianites, that the 
Lord sent a prophet to the children 
of Israel, who said to them. Thus 
saith the Lord the God of Israel, I 
brought you up from Egypt, and 
brought you forth out of the house 
of bondage; and I delivered you out 
of the hand of the Egyptians, and out 
of the hand of all that oppressed you, 
and drove them out from before you. 



and gave you their land; and I said to 
you, I am the Lord your God; fear 
not the gods of the Amorites, in 
whose land ye dwell. 'Bufi ye hare 
not obeyed my voice. 

8 And the angel of the Lord came 
and sat under an oak which was in 
Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash 
the Abi-ezrite. And his son Gideon 
was threshing wheat in the winepress 
to hide it from the Midianites. 

9 And the angel of the Lord ap- 
peared to him, and said to him. The 
Lord is with thee, thou warrior of 
valour. 

10 And Gideon said to him, O my 
lord, if the Lord be with us, why 
then is all this befallen us? And 
where are all his wondrous works 
which our lathers told us of, saying. 
Did not the Lord bring us up from 
Egypt? But now the Lord hath 
forsaken us, and delivered us into the 
hands of the Midianites. 

11 And the Lord looked upon Imn 
and said, G^ in this thy might, and 
thou shalt save Israel from the hands 
of the Midianites. Have not I sent 
thee? 

12 And he tWHl to him; Oh my 
Lord, wherewith shall 1 save Israel ? 
Behold, my family is the.j)Oorest in 
Manasseh, and I am the least in my 
father's house. 

13 And the Lord said to him. 
Surely I will be with thee, and thou 
shalt smite the Midianites as one man. 

14 And he said to him. If now I 
have found grace in thy sight, then 
shew me a sign that thou talkest with 
me. 

15 Depart not hence, I pray thee, 
until I come to thee, and bring fortJi 
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16 And he said, I will tarry until 
thou oome again. 

17 And Gideon went in and made 
ready a kid of the goats, and un- 
leavened cakes of an Ephah [or bush- 
el] of meal. The flesh he put in a 
basket, and he put the broth in a pot 
and brought it out to him under the 
oak, and presented it. 

18 And the angel of God said to 
him. Take the flesh and the unleaven- 
ed cakes and lay them upon this rock 
and pour out the broth. And he did so. 

19 Then the angel of the Lobd put 
forth the end of the staff that was in 
his hand, and touched the flesh and 
the unleavened cakes; and there rose 
up fire out of the rock, and consumed 
the flesh and the unleavened cakes. 
Then the angel of the Lobd depart- 
ed out of his sight. ' 

20 And when Gideon perceived that 
he was the angel of the Lobd, 
Gideon said, Alas, Lord Eternal ! 
for whereas I have seen the angel of 
the Lobd face to ^ce. 

21 And the Lobd said to him, 
Peace be unto thee ; fear not ; thou 
shalt not die. 

23 Then Gideon built an altar there 
unto the Lobd, and called it Yahveh- 
dialom [or peace] ; unto this day it is 
yet in Ophrah of the Abi ezrites. 

24 And it came to pass on the same 
night, that the Lobd said to him, 
Take thyfather^s young bullock, even 
the second bullock of seven years old, 
and cut down the grove of Ashera 
that is by it. 

25 And build an altar unto the 
Lobd thy G^d upon the top of this 

rook, in the ordered manner, and take 
ihe Second bullock, and offer up a 
htrnt offering with the wood of the 
Ashera which thou shalt cut down. 



26 Then Gideon took ten men of 
his servants and did as the LoBD 
had said to him ; and so it was, be- 
cause he feared his father's house- 
hold, and the men of the city, that 
he could not do it by day, that he did 
it by night. 

27 And when the men of the city 
i*ose eariy in the morning, b^old, the 
altar of Baal was cast down, and the 
grove of Ashera was cut down that 
was by it, and the second bullock was 
offered up on the altar that was built, 

28 And they said one to another. 
Who hath done this thing? And 
when they inquired ^nd asked, they 
said, Gideon the son of Joash, hath 
done iMs thin^. 

29 Then the men of the city said 
to Joash, Bring out thy son, that he 
may die ; because he hath cut down 
the altar of Baal, and because he 
hath cut down the grove of Ashera 
that was by it. 

30 And Joash said to all that stood 
against him, Will ye plead for Baal? 
Will ye save him? He that will 
plead for him, let him be put to death 
whilst it is yet morning. If he be a 
god, let him plead for himself, be- 
cause one hath cast down his altar. 

31 Therefore on that day he called 
him Jerubbaal [or Let Baal plead], 
saying. Let Baal plead against him, 
because he hath thrown down his 
altar. 

32 Then all the Midianites and the 
Amalekites, and the children of the 
East gathered themselves together, 
and crossed over [the Jordan], and en- 
camped in the valley of Jezreel. 

33 But the spirit of the Lobd came 
upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet : 
and he called together/ tha AiUr^tzrites 

after hun. Digitized by ^^C 
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34 Andhesent meBseBgerathrough- 
out all Manasseh; who also were 
called together after him. 

35 And Gideon said to Gotd, If thou 
wilt save Israel by my hand, as thou 
hast said, behold I will put a fleeoe of 
wool on the threshing floor; and if the 
dew be on the fleece only, and it be 
dry upon all the earth, then shall I 
know that thou wilt save Israel by 
thy hand, as thou hast said. 

36 And it was so. For he rose up 
early on the morrow, and squeezed 
the fleece, and wringed the dew out 
of the fleece, a bowl full of water. 

37 And Gideon^aid to Gotd, Let not 
thine anger be hot against me, and I 
will speak but this once. Let me 
prove, I pray thee, but this once 
with the fleece. Let it now be dry 
upon the fleeoe only, and upon all 
the ground let there be dew. 

38 And God did so thatnight. For 
it was dry upon the fleece, and there 
was dew on all the ground. 

CHAPTER Vn. 

YHBN Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, 
and all the people that were with 
him, rose up early, and encamped be- 
side the Well of Harod ; so that the 
north side 'of the camp of the Midian- 
ites was on the north side of them 
by the hill of Moreh in the valley. 

2 And the Lord said to Gideon, 
The people that are with thee are too 
many for me to fdve the Midianites 
into their hands, lest Israel vaunt 
themselves against me; saying, Mine 
own hand hath saved me. 

3 Now therefore go to, proclaim in 
the ears of the people, saying, Who- 
soever is fearful and afndd, let him 
return and wander around the hill 
country of Gilead. And there re- 



turned of the people twenty and two 
thousand; and there remained t$s 
thousand. 

4 And the LoBD said to Gidecm^ 
The people are yet too many. Brings 
them down unto the water, and I will 
try them for thee there. And it shall 
be, that of whom I say to thee, This 
shall go mth thee, the same shall go 
with thee ; and of whomsoev^ I say 
to thee, This shall not go wiUi 
thee, the same shall not go. 

5 So he brought down the people to 
the water. And the Lord said to 
Gideon, Every one that lappeth out 
of the water with his tongue, as a 
dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by 
himself; likewise every one that 
kneeleth down upon his knees to drink. 

6 And the number of them that 
lapped with their hand to thdr 
mouth were three hundred men : but 
all the rest of the people knelt down 
upon their knees to drink water. 

7 And the Lord said to Gidecm, 
By the three hundred men that lapped 
will I save you, and will deliver 
the Midianites into thy hand. And 
all the other people may go every 
man to his own place. 

8 So the people took victuals in their 
hand, and their trumpets. And he 
sent all the rest of Israel every man 
to his tent, and retained those three 
hundred men. And the camp of 
Midian was beneath him in the val- 
ley. 

9 And it came to pass the same 
night, that the Lord said to him. 
Arise, get thee down against the 
camp; for I have delivered it into thy 
hand. 

10 But if thou fear to go down, go 
thou down with Phurah thy servast 
to the campCigitizedbyCjOOglC 
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11 And thou shalt hear what they 
say : and afterward shall thy hands 
be strengthened to go down to the 
camp. Then went he down wi^ 
Phurah the savant to the outside of 
the armed men that were in theoamp. 

12 And the Midianites and the 
Amalekites and all tha Children of 
tlie East lay along in the valley like 
locusts for multitude ; and their 
camels were without number, as the 
sand that is by the sea side for multi- 
tude. 

13 And when Gideon was come, be- 
hold, there was a man that told a 
dream unto his fellow, and said, Be- 
hold, I dreamed a dream : and lo, a 
cake of barley bread was turned over 
into the oamp of Midian, and it came 
to a tent, and smote it that it feU, 
and overturned it, so that the tent 
fell 

14 And his fellow answered and 
said, This is nothing save the sword 
of Gideon the son of Joash, a man 
of Israel; into his hand hath God 
deUvered Midian and all the camp, 

15 And it was so, when Gideon 
heard the telling of the dream, and 
the interpretation thereof, that he 
worshipped^ and returned into the 
camp of Israel, and said, Arise ; for 
the Lord hath delivered into your 
hand the camp of Midian. 

16 And he divided the three hun- 
dred men into three oc^n panics ; and 
he put trumpets in the hand of all of 
them, with empty pitchers, and torch- 
es within the pitchers. 

17 And he said to them, Look on 
me, and do likewise. And behold, 
when I come to the outside of the 
oamp, it ^11 be that, as I do, so shall 
yech). 

18 When I blow with a tarumpet, I 



and all that are with me, then blow 
ye also with the trumpet on every nde 
of the camp, and say. For the LoBl> 
and for Gideon. 

19 Then Gideon, and the hundred 
men that were widi him, came to the 
outside of the camp in the beginning 
of the middle watch, when they had 
but newly set the watdimen. And 
they blew the trumpets, and brake the 
pitchers that were in their hands. 

20 And th*) three companies blew 
their trumpets and brake the pitch- 
ers, and held the torches in their left 
hands, and the trumpets in their right 
hands to blow with. And they cried, 
The sword is for the Lord and for 
Gideon. 

21 Aftd they stood every man in his 
place round about the camp. And 
all the host ran, and cried out, and 
fled. 

22 And the three hundred blew the 
trumpets, and the Lord set every 
man's sword against his fellow, even 
throughout all the host. And the 
host fled to Beth-sittah in Zererath 
[or Zeredath], and to the border of 
Abel-meholah, unto Tabbath. 

23 And the men of Israel were 
called together out of Naphtali, and 
out of all Manasseh, and pursued af- 
ter the Midianites, 

24 And Gideon sent messengers 
throughout all the hill countoy of 
Ephraim, saying. Come down against 
the Midianites, and take possession 
before them of the waters unto Beth- 
barah [or Beth-abarah] and the Jor- 
dan. Then all the men of Ephraim 
were called together, and took pos- 
session of the waters unto Beth-barah 
and the Jordan. 

25 And they took two princes of the 
Midianites, Oreb and Zeeb ; and ihey 
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dew Oreib upon the rook of Oreb ; 
snd Zeeb they slew at the winepress 
of Zeeb. And they pursued the 
MidianiteSy and brought the heads of 
Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon from the 
other side of the Jordan. 

CHATBR Vm. 

A ND the men of Ephraim said to 
him, Why hast ihou done this 
thing to us, that thou caliedst us not 
when thou wentest to fight against the 
Midianites? And they did chide with 
him sharply. 

2 And he said to them, What have 
I done now in comparison with you? 
Is not Ephraim's grape-gleaning bet- 
ter than Abi-ezer's vintage? 

3 God hath delivered iniSb your 
hands the princes of Midian, Oreb 
ani Zeeb; and what was I able to do 
in comparison with you ? Then their 
anger was abated toward him, when 
he had said that word. 

4 And Gideon came to the Jordan, 
and crossed over, he, and three hun- 
dred men that were with him, faint, 
yet pursuing. 

5 And he said to the men of Suo- 
ooth. Give, I pray you, some cir- 
cular loaves of bread to the people 
that follow me; for they are faint, 
and I am pursuing after Zebah and 
Zalmunna the kings of Midian. 

6 And the princes of Suocoth said, 
Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmun- 
na now in thy hand, that we should 
give bread to thine army? 

7 And Gideon said, Therefore when 
the Lord hath delivered Zebah and 
Zalmunna into my hand, then I will 
tear your flesh with the thorns of the 
desert, and with briers. 

8 And he went up thence toPenuel, 
and he spake to them in like wise. 



And the men of Penuel answered 
him as the men of Succoth had an- 
swered. 

9 And he spake also to the men (^ 
Penuel, saying, When I come again 
in peace, I will break down this tow- 
er. 

10 Now Zebah and Zalmunna were 
in Karkor, and their hosts with them, 
about fifteen thousand men, all that 
were left of all the hosts of the Chil- 
dren of the East. For there fell a 
hundred and twenty thousand men 
that drew a sword. 

11 And Gideon went up by the way 
of them that dwelt in tents on the 
east of Nobah and Jogbehah, and 
smote the host. For the host was as 
if in safety. 

12 And when Zebah and Zalmunna 
fled, he pursued after them, and took 
the two kings of Midian, Zebah and 
Zalmunna, and frightened away all 
the host. 

13 And Gideon the son of Joaish re- 
turned from battle before the sun 
was up: 

14 And he caught a young man of the 
men of Suocoth, and inquired of him, 
and he described to him the princes 
of Succoth, and the elders thereof, 
even seventy and seven men. 

15 And he came to the men of Suo- 
coth, and said. Behold Zebah and 
Zalmunna, with whom ye did upbraid 
me, saying, Are the hands of Zebah 
and Zalmunna now in thy hand, that 
we should give bread to thy men that 
are weary? 

16 And he took the elders of the 
city, and the thorns of the desert and 
briers, and with them he taught the 
men of Succoth. 

17 And he beat down the tower of 
Penuel, and slew the men of the dty. 
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18 Then s«d he to Zebah and Z»l- 
munna, What manner of men were 
they whom ye slew at Tabor? And 
ti^y said, As thou art, so were they: 
eadi one resembled the children of a 
king. 

19 Afid he said, They were my 
brethren, the sons of my mother. As 
tiie Lord tireth, if ye had saved them 
ativo, I would not slay yon. 

20 And he said to Jether hb first- 
bom, Rise up, and slay them. But 
the youth drew not hb sword; for he 
feared, because he was yet a youth. 

21 Then Zebah andZalmunna said, 
Itise up thyself, and fall upon us ; 
for as the man b, so b hb strength. 
And Gideon rose up, and slew Zebah 
and Zalmunna, and took away the 
moon-shaped ornaments that were 
OB their camels' necks. 

22 Then the men (A Israel said to 
Gideon, Rule thou over us, both thou 
and thy son, and thy son's son also ; 
for thou hast delivered us from the 
hukdof Hidbn. 

^23 And Gideon said to them, I will 
BO* role over you : neither shall my 
aoa rule over you; the Lobd shall 
role over you. 

24 And Gideon said to them, I 
would ask a reciuest of you, that ye 
would give me every man the earrings 
out of hb booty. (For they [the 
^MDBty] had goldi«L earrings, because 
they were Ishmaelites. ) 

25 And they answered, We will 
willingly give them. And they spread 
a garment, and did cast therein every 
man the earrings of the booty. 

26 And the wei|^ of the golden 
eurrkigs that he requested was a 
thousand and seven hundred [Shekeb] 
of gold; beside the moon-shaped 
onttoMato, andjOMr-dsops, and purple 



raiments that were on the kings of 
Midbn, and beside the chains that 
w^re about their cameb' neek. 

27 And Qideon made thereof an* 
Ephod [orimage,]andputit in hb city, 
ev^i in Ophrah; and all Israel went 
thither astray after it. Ajftd it be* 
came a snare unto Gideon and to hb 
house. 

28 Thus was Midbn subdued be- 
fore the children of Israel, so that 
they lifted up theur heads no more. 
And the land had rest for f or^ yeam 
in the days of Gideon. 

29 And Jerubbaal the son of Joash 
went and dwelt in hb own house. 
And Gideon had seventy sons: 
for he had many wives. 

30 And Gideon the son of Joash 
died in a good old age, and was 
buried in the burial-place of Jeash 
hb father, in Ophrah of the Abi« 
essrttes. 

31 And it came to pass, as soon as 
Gideon was dead, that Uie children 
ol Israel turned again, and went 
astray alter Baal, and made Baal- 
hmik their god. And the duldren 
of Israel remembered not the Eternal 
their God, who had delivered them 
out of the hands of their enemies oa 
every nde ; 

32 Neither shewed they kindness to 
the house of Jerubbaal, namely^ Gide- 
on, according to all the goodness which 
he had shewed to IsraeL 

CHAPTER IX. 

A ND Abimelechthe son of Jembbaal 
w^t to Shechemtohb mother's 
brethren, and spake with them, and 
with all the family of the house of 
hb mother's father, saying, 
2 Speak, I pray you, in ^e ears of 
all the men of Shechem, Which b 



34 



JUDGES* 



OBAPtOLlJCm 



better for you? Sh^l all the sona 
of Jerabbital, who are sevwaty men, 
reign over yoa, or shall one man reign 
<^ver yon? Remember also that I am 
year bone and your flesh. . 

3 And his mother's brethren spake 
of him in the ears of all the men of 
Sheobem all these words. And their 
hearts inclined to follow Abime- 
teoh; for they said, He is our 
brother. 

4 And they gave him seventy pieces 
of silver out of the house of Baal- 
berithy wherewith Abimelech faired 
vain and light persons, who followed 
him. 

6 And he went to his father's house 
at Ophrah, and slew his brethren the 
sons of Jerubbaal, being seventy men 
upon one stone. But Jotham the 
youngest son of Jerubbaal was left : 
for he hid himself. 

6 And all the men of Shechem 
gathered themselves together, and aU 
ol Beth-Millo [the Tower], and went, 
and made Abimelech king, by the oak 
of the pillar that was in Shedhem. 

7 And when they told it to Jotham, 
he went and stood on the top of 
Mount €krizim, and lifted up his 
voice and cried, and said to them, 
Hearken to me, ye men of Shechem, 
that God may hearken to you. 

'S The trees went forth on a time to 
anoint a king over them ; and they 
said to the olive tree, Reign thou over 
us. 

9 But the olive tree said to them, 
Should I leave my fatness, wherewith 
by me they honour Gk>d and man, and 
go to bear sway over the trees. 

10 And the trees said to the fig 
tree. Come thou and reign over us. 
But the fig tree said to them, Should 
I leave my sweetness, and my good 



fruit, and go to bear sway over the 
trees? 

11 Then said the trees to the vine. 
Cone thicm, and reign over us. And 
the vine said to them. Should I leave 
my grape juice, which cheereth gods 
and men, and go to bear sway over 
thetrees? 

12 Then said all the trees to the 
bramble. Come thou, and reign over 
us. And the bramble said to the 
trees. If in truth ye anoint me king 
over you, then come and put your 
trust in my shadow. And if not, fire 
shall come out of the bramble, and 
devour the oedars of Lebanon. 

13 Now, therefore, if ye have done 
truly and sincerely, in that ye have 
made Abimeledi king, and if ye have 
dealt well with Jerubbaal and with 
his house, and if ye have done to him 
according to the deserving of his 
hands ; 

14 For my father fought for you, 
and cast his life in front and delivered 
you out of the hand of Midian ; and 
ye are risen up against my father's 
house t^ day, and have slain his 
sons, seventy men, upon one stone, 
and have made Abimelech, the son of 
his maid-servant, king over the men 
of Shechem, because he is your 
brother ; 

15 If ye then have dealt truly and 
dnoerely with Jerubbaal and with his 
house this day, then rejoice ye in 
Abimelech, and let him also rejoice in 
you. 

16 But \f not, let fire come out from 
Abimelech, and devour the men of 
Shechem, and Beth-Millo ; or let fire 
come out from the men of Shechem, 
and from Beth-Millo, and devour 
Abimelech. (^ol 

17 Then^oifuBu&i ran away, and fled 
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and went to Beer, and dwelt there, 
oat of sight of Abimeleeh his brother. 

18 When Abimeleeh had ruled three 
years over Israel, then God sent an 
evil spirit between Abimeleeh and the 
men of Shechem ; and the men of She- 
ohem dealt treaoheroosly with Abime- 
leeh; that the cruelty done to the 
seventy sons of Jerubbaal might come, 
and their blood be laid upon Abime- 
leeh their brother, who slew them: 
and upon the men of Shechem, who 
str^[ightened his hands to slay his 
brethren. 

19 And the men of Shechem set 
liers in wait for him on the tops of 
the mountains, and they robbed all 
^tiSkt came along that way by them. 
And it was told to Abimeleeh. 

20 And Gaal the son of Ebed came 
with his brethren, and went over to 
Shechem ; and the men of Shechem 
trusted in him. And they went out 
into the fields and gathered their 
vineyards, and trod the grapes, and 
made rejoicings, and went into the 
house of their god, and did eat and 
drink, ami cursed Abimeleeh. 

21 And Gaal the son of Bbed said, 
Who is Abimeleeh, and who was 
Shechem, that we should serve him ? 
Is not he the son of Jerubbaal ? And 
Zebul is his officer. Serve ye the 
men of Hamor the father of Shechem ; 
for why should we serve him ? 

22 And oh that some one would put 
ihis people under my hand, then 
would I remove Abimeleeh. And he 
said to Abimeleeh, Increase thine 
army, and come out. 

23 And when Zebul the ruler of the 
city heard the words of Gaal the son 
id Sbed, his anger was kindled. 

24 And he sent messengers to Abi- 
meleeh craftily, saying, Behold, Gaal 



the son of Ebed and his brethren are 
come to Shechem ; and behold, they 
fortify the city against thee. 

25 Now therefore rise up by night, 
thou and the people that is with thee, 
and lie in wait in the field. 

26 And it shall be, that in the 
morning, as soon as the sun is up, 
thou shalt rise early, and rush for- 
ward upon the city. And behold, 
when he and the people that is with 
him come out against thee, then 
mayest thou do to them as thy hand 
is able. 

27 And Abimeleeh rose up, and all 
the people that were with him, by 
night, and they laid wait against 
Shechem in four companies. 

28 And G^al the son of Ebed went 
out, and stood at the entrance of the 
gate of the city. And Abimeleeh 
rose up and the people that were with 
him, from the lying in wait. 

29 And when Gaal saw the people, 
he said to Zebul, Behold, there come 
people down from the tops of the 
mountains. And Zebnl said to him, 
Thou seest the shadow of the moun- 
tains as if they were men. 

30 And Gaal spake again and said. 
See, there come people down from 
near the very middle of the land, and 
another company come along by the 
Oak 6t the Cloud-observers. 

31 Then said Zebul to him. Where 
is now thy mouth, wherewith thou 
saidst, Who is Abimeleeh, that we 
should serve him ? Is not this the 
people that thou hast despised ? Go 
out, I pray now, and fight with them. 

32 And Gaal went out before the 
men of Shechem, and fought against 
Abimeleeh. And Abimeledi chased 
him; and he fied before him, and 
many were overthrown and wounded, 



JUDGES. 



OHAFTIBX^ 



evea onto the entrance of the city 
gate. 

33 And Abimelech remained at 
Arumah. And Zebol thrust out Gaal 
and his brethren, that they should not 
dwell in Sheohem. 

34 And it came to pass on the mor- 
row, that the people went out into the 
field ; and they told Abimelech. 

35 And he took the people, and 
divided them into three companies, 
and laid wait in the field. And he 
looked, and behold the people were 
come forth out of the city. And he 
rose up against them, and smote them. 

36 And Abimelech, and the com- 
pany that was with him, rushed for- 
ward, and stood at the entrance of 
the gate of the city; and the two 
other companies rushed forward upon 
all that were in the fields, and smote 
them. 

37 And Abimelech fought against 
the city all that day ; and he took the 
city, and slew the people ih&t were 
therein, and destroyed the city, and 
sowed it with salt. 

38 And when all the men of the 
Tower of Shechem heard, they entered 
into a watch-tower of the house of 
Bl-BeritL 

39 And it was told Abimelech, that 
all the men of the Tower of Shechem 
were gathered together. And Abi- 
meledk got him up to Mount Zalmon, 
be and all the people that were with 
him. And Abimelech took an axe 
in his hand, and out down a bough 
from the trees, and took it, and laid 
it on his shoulder, and said to the 
people that were with him, What ye 
have seen me do, make haste, and do 
as I have done. 

40 And all the people likewise cut 
down every man his bough, and fol 



lowed Abimelech, and put them to 
the watch-tower, {tnd set the watoh- 
tower on fire upon them ; so that all 
the men of the Tower of Shechem 
also died, about a thousand men and 
women. . 

41 Then went Abimelech to Thebes, 
and encamped against Thebci, and 
took it. 

42 But there was a strong tower in 
the middle of the city, and thither 
fled all the men and women, and all 
the chiefs of the city, and shut it to 
them, and got them up to the roof of 
the tower. 

43 And Abimelech came to the 
tower, and fought against it, and went 
near to the doorway of the tower, to 
burn it with fire. 

44 And a certain woman cast an up- 
per millstone upon Abimelech' s head, 
and she brake his scull. 

45 Then he called hastily to the 
young man his armour-bearer, and 
said to him. Draw thy sword, aad 
slay me, that men say not of me, A 
woman slew him. . And his yo«ng 
man thrust him through, and he died. 

46 And when the men oi Israel saw 
that Abimelech was dead, they de« 
parted every man to his own plaoe. 
Thus Qod rendered bade the wieked* 
nessof Abimelech, which he did to his 
father, in slaying his seventy brethren ; 

47 And all the evil of the men of 
Shechem did God render back upon 
their heads ; and upon them came the 
curse of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal* 

CHAPTER X. 

^ND after Abimelech there arose to 
deliver Israel Tola the son (^ 
Puah, the son of Dodo, a man el 
Issachar ; and he dwelt in Shamir in 
the hill country of Ephraim. 
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2 And he judged Israel for twenty 
and three years; and he died, and 
was bnried in Shamir. 

3 Aod after him arose Jair, the 
G-ileadite, and he judged Israel for 
ti%enty and two years. And he had 
Hkirty sons that rode on thirty ms- 
oolts. And they had thirty cities, 
which are called the Hamlets of Jair 
onto this day, which are in the land 
oi Gilead. And Jur died, and was 
boried in Camon. 



^4 And the omiiDBBN OF Israel 
DID EVIL again in the sight of the 
Lord, and served Baal, and Ashta- 
roth, and the gods of Syria, and the 
gods of Sidon, and the gods of Moab, 
and the gods of the Children of Am- 
nion, and the gods of the PhilisUnes, 
and forsook the Lord and served not 
him. 

5 And the anger of the Lord was hot 
against Israel, and he sold them into 
tbe hands of the Philistines, and into 
the hands of the Children of Ammon. 

6 And that time they vexed and 
crushed the children of Israel for 
eighteen years, and all the children 
of Israel that were beyond the Jordan 
in the land of the Amorites, which is 
in Gilead. 

7 Moreover the Children of Ammon 
passed over the Jordan to fight also 
against Judah, and against Benjamin, 
and against the house of Ephraim ; so 
that Israel was sore distressed. 

8 And the children of Israel cried 
unto the Lord, saying. We have 
sinned against thee, both because we 
have forsaken our God, and also have 
served Baal. 

9 And the Lord said to the chil- 
dren of Israel, Did not I deliver you 
^m the Egyptians, and from the 



Amorites, from the children of Am- 
mon, and from the Philistines ? 

10 The Sidontans also, and the 
Amalekites, and the Maonites, did 
oppress you ; and ye cried to me, and 
I delivered you out of their hand. 

11 Yet ye have forsaken me, and 
ye serve other gods ; therefore I will 
deliver you no more. Go and cry 
unto the gods which ye have chosen ; 
let them deliver you in the time of 
your distress. 

12 And the children of Israel said 
to the Lord, We have sinned. Do 
thou to us whatsoever seemeth good 
unto thee ; only deliver us, we pray 
thee this day. 

13 And they put away the foreign 
gods from among them, and served 
the Lord ; and he could not bear to 
see the misery of Israel. 

14 Then the Children of Ammon 
were called together; and they en- 
ca j»ped in Gilead. And the children 
of Israel assembled themselves to^ 
gether, and encamped in Mizpeh. 

15 And the people and princes of 
Gilead said one to another. What 
man is he that will begin the fight 
against the children of Ammon ? He 
shall be head over all the inhab itants 
of Gilead. 



CHAPTER XI. 

^OW Jbphthah the Gileadite was 
a warrior of valour, and he was 
the son of a strange woman. And 
Gilead was the father of Jephthah. 
2 And Gilead*s wife bare him sons. 
And his wife's sons grew up, and they 
thrust out Jephthah, and said to 
him, Thou shalt not inherit in our 
father's house ; for thou art the son 
of another woman. ^ by ^O Ogle 



S Then Jephtha hfled*from his breth- 
ren, and dwelt in the land of Tob. 
And there were gathered yain men to 
Jephthah; and they went out with 
him. 

4 And it came to pass in process of 
time, that the Children of Ammon 
made war against Israel. 

5 And it was so that, when the 
Children of Ammon made war against 
Israel, the elders of Gilead went to 
fetch Jephthah out of the land of Tob. 

6 And they said to Jephthah, Come 
and be our captain, that we might 
fight against the Children of Ammon* 

7 And Jephthah said to l^e elders 
of Oilead, Did not ye bate me, and 
thrust me out of my father's house ? 
And why are ye come to me now when 
ye are in distress ? 

8 And the elders of G-ilead said to 
Jephthah, Therefore we turn again to 
thee now, that thou mayest go with 
us, and fight against the Children of 
Ammon, and be our head over all the 
inhabitants of &ilead. 

9 And Jephthah said to the elders 
of Gilead, If ye bring me home again 
to fight against the Children of Am- 
mon, and the Lord deliver them be- 
fore me, shall I be your head ? 

10 And the elders of G-ilead said to 
Jephthah, May the Lord be the hearer 
between us, if we do not so according 
to thy words. 

11 Then Jephthah went with the 
elders of Gilead, and the people made 
him head and captain over them. 
And Jephthah uttered all his words 
before the Lord in Mizpeh. 

12 And Jephthah sent messengers 
to the king of the Children of Am- 
mon, saying, What ha^ thou to do 
with me, that thou art come against 
me to fight in my land ? 
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13 And the king of the Children of 
Ammon said to the messengers of 
Jephthah, Because Israel took away 
my land when they came up out of 
Egypt, from the Amon even unto ihe 
Jabbok, and unto the Jordan. Now 
therefore restore those lands again 



14 And Jephthah sent messengers 
yet again to the king of the Children 
of Anmion, and said to him, Thus 
saith Jephthah, Israel took not away 
the land of Mo^b, nor the land of the 
Children of Ammon. 

15 But when Israel came up from 
Egypt, and walked through the desert 
unto the Bed Sea, and came to 
Kad^sh ; 

16 Then Israel sent messengers 
unto the king of Edom, saying. Let 
me, I pray thee, pass through thy 
land. But the king of Edom would 
not hearken thereto. 

17 And in like manner they sent to 
the king of Moab ; but he would not 
consent And Israel abode in Kadesh. 

18 Then they went through the 
desert, and went round the land of 
Edom, and the land of Moab, and 
came by the east side of the land of 
Moab, and encamped on the other 
side of the Amon, but came not within 
the boundary of Moab. For the 
Arnon was the boundary of Moab. 

19 And Israel sent messengers to 
Sihon king of the Amorites, the king 
of Heshbon. And Israel said to him, 
Let us pass, we pray thee, through 
thy land unto my place. 

20 But Sihon trusted not Israd to 
pass through his boundary. And 
Sihon gathered all his people together, 
and encamped in Jahazah, and fought 
against Israel. 

21 And Yahveh the God <^ Israel 
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deHv^red Sihon and bHI his people into 
the hand of Israel And they smote 
them. So Israel seized all the land 
of the Amorites, the inhabitants of 
that country. 

22 And they seized all Uie boandary 
of Hie Amorites, from the Amon 
even ante the Jabbok, and from the 
desert even nnto the Jordan. 

23 So new Jahveh the God of Israel 
hath dispossesied ^ Amorites from 
before his people Israel, and shonldest 
llioa dispossess us ? 

24 Shalt not thoa possess that which 
C&emosh thy god giveth thee to 
possess? So whomsoever Yahveh our 
God shall dispossess from before us, 
tiliem will we possess. 

25 And now art thoa anything bet- 
ter than BalalL the son of Zippor, the 
Idngof Moab? Did he ev^r strive 
Against Isra^, or did he ever fight 
against them ? 

26 While Israel dwelt in He^bon 
and its suburbs, and in Aroer and its 
suburbs, and in all the dties that are 
<m the banks of the Arnon, there 
were three hundred years. Why 
therefore did ye not recover them 
witihin that time ? 

27 Therefore I have not sinned 
against thee, and thou doest me 
wrong to war against me. May Yah- 
Teh the Judge be judge this day 
between the Children of Israel, and 
the Children of Ammon. 

28 Howbeit the king of the Children 
of Ammon hearkened not to the words 
of Jephthah which he sent to him. 

29 Then the spirit of the Lord 
came m)on Jephthah, and he passed 
over Gilead, and Manasseh, and 
passed over Mizpeh of Gilead, and 
from Mizpeh of Gilead he passed over 
to Ae Otildten of Ammon* 



30 And Jephthah vowed a vow 
unto the Lord, and said, If thou 
shalt without fail deliver the Children 
of Ammon into my hands, then it 
shall be, that whatsoever c<nneth forth 
oi the doors of my house to meet me, 
when I return in peace froip. the 
Children of Ammon, shall surely be 
the Lord's, and I will oflTer it up for 
a burnt offering. 

31 So Jephthah passed over to the 
Children of Ammon to fight against 
them ; and the LoRD delivered them 
into hb hands. 

32 And he smote them from Aroer, 
even till thou come to Minnith, eveti 
twenty cities, and unto the Meadow 
of the Vineyards^ with a very great 
slaughter. Thus the Childreit of Am- 
mon were subdued before the; children 
of Israel. 

33 And Jephthah came to Mizpeh 
to his house, and behold, his daughter 
came out to meet him with timbrels 
and with dances; and she was his 
only child ; beside her he had neither 
son nor daughter. 

34 And it came to pass, when he 
saw her, that he rent his clothes, and 
said, Alas, my daughter ! thou hast 
brought me very low, and thou art 
one of them that trouble me ; for I 
have opened my mouth unto the Lord, 
and I cannot go back. 

35 And she said to him. My father, 
as thou hast opened thy month unto 
the Lord, do to me according to that 
which hath gone forth out of thy 
month ; forasmuch as the LORD hath 
taken vengeance for thee of thine 
enemies the Children of Ammon. 

36 And she said to her father, Let 
this thing be done for me. Let me 
alone two months, that I may go up 
»nd down upon the mountains, an 
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bewail my yoath, I and my com- 
panioiiB. 

37 And he said, Go. And he eent 
her away for two moDths. And she 
went with her companions, and she 
bewailed her youth upon the moon- 
tains. 

38 And it came to pass at the end 
of two months, that she returned to 
her father, who did with her according 
to his vow which he had vowed. 

39 And it was a custum in Israel^ 
that the daughters of Israel went 
yearly to celebrate the daughter of 
Jephthah the Gileadite four days in 
a year. 

. CHAPTER Xn. 

A ND the men of Ephraim were called 
together, and passed over [the 
Jordan] northward, and said to Jeph- 
thah, Wherefore passedst thou over 
to fight against the Children of Am- 
mon, and didst not call us to go with 
thee ? We will bum thy house upon 
thee with fire. 

2 And Jephthah said to them, I 
and my people were at great strife 
with the Children of Ammon; and 
when I called to you, ye delivered me 
not out of their hands. 

3 And when I saw that thou wast 
no help, I put my life in my hands, 
and I passed over against the Children 
of Anunon, and the Lobd delivered 
them into my hand. Wherefore then 
are ye come up unto me this day, to 
fight against me ? 

4 Then Jephthah gathered together 
all the men of Gilead, and fbught 
with Ephraim. And the men of 
Gilead smote Ephraim because they 
■aid, Ye GiJeaditeb are fugitives of 



Ephraim among the Ephraimites, and 
among the Manassites. 

5 Ajttd the GiLeadites seized Uie 
fords of the Jordan before the Eph- 
raimites. And it was so, that tkupe 
Ephiaimites who were esoi^Md said. 
Let me cross over. And the men <^ 
Gilead said to each. Art thou aa 
Ephnumite? And he said. Nay. 

6 Then said they to him. Say now 
Shibboleth. And he said, Sibboleth. 
For he could not frame to speak it 
right. Then they took him, «nd slew 
him at the fords <^ the Jordan. 
And there fell at that time of the 
Epbcaiimtes forty and two thousand. 

7 And Jephthah jud^ Israel for 
six years. Then died Jephthah the 
Gileadite, and was buried in one of 
the cities of Gilead. 

8 And after hkn Ibaan of Beth- 
lehem [in Zebulun] judged IsraeL 
And he had thirty sons ; and thirty 
dam^iters, whom he sent abroad; 
and he took in thirty daughters from 
abroad for his sons. And he judged 
Israel lor seven years. Then died 
Ibaan, and was buried at Beth- 
lehem. 

9 And after him Ajalon, a Zebulu- 
nite, judged Israel; and he judged 
Israel for ten years. And Ajalon 
the Zebudnite died, and was buried 
in Ajalon in the land of the Ze- 
bulun. 

10 xind after him Abdon the soaof 
Hillel, a Pirathonite, judged Israel. 
And he had forty sons and thirty 
grandsons, that rode on seventy aas- 
colts. And he judged Israel for 
eight years. 

11 And Abdon the son of Hillel the 
Pirathonite died, and was buried in 
Pirathon in the land of Ephraim, m 
the hill country of the Amalekites. 
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CHAPTER Xm. 

J^ND the OHHiDRBN OP ISRAEL DID 

£VIL again in the sight of Ood ; 
and the Lord delivered them into the 
hand of the Philistines for forty 
years. 

2 And there was a certain man of 
Zorah, of the family of the Danites, 
whose name was Manoah; and his 
wife had no children. 

3 And the angel of the LoRD ap- 
peared to the woman, and said to 
her, Behold now, thou shalt bear a 
son. 

4 Now therefore beware, I pray 
thee, and drink not wine nor strong 
drink, and eat not any unclean thing. 

5 For lo, thou shalt bear a son; 
and no razor shall come on his head. 
For the child shall be a Nazarite [or 
Set apart] unto Ood from his birth : 
and he shall be first to deliver Israel 
out of the hand of the Philistines. 

6 Then the woman came and told 
her husband, saying, A man of Gk>d 
came to me, and his appearance was 
like the appearance of the angel of 
God, very terrible. But I asked hiiir 
not whence he was, neither told he 
me his name. 

7 But he said to me, Behold, thou 
shalt bear a son ; and now drink no 
wine nor strong drink, neither eat 
any unclean thing ; for the child shall 
be a Nazarite to God from his birth 
to the day of his death. 

8 Then Manoah entreated the Lord, 
and said, my Lord, let the man of 
God whom thou didst send come again 
to us, and teach us what we shall do 
to the child that shall be bom. 

9 And God hearkened to the voice 
ei Manodk; and the angel of Gtod 
eame again to the woman as she sat 



in the field ; but Manoak her huaband 
was not with her. 

10 And the woman made liaete, and 
ran, aad diewed to her husband, and 
said to him, Behold, the man hath 
appeared to me, that oame to me the 
other day* 

11 And Manoah arose and went 
after his wife, and came to the man, 
and said to him, Art thou the man 
that spakest to the woman? And he 
said, I am. 

12 And Manoah saad. Now let thy 
words oeme to pass. What shall be 
the tieatment of the duld, and his 
doings. 

13 And the angel of the Lord said 
to Manoah, Of all that I said to the 
woman let her beware. She may not 
eat of anything that oometh of the 
grape-vine; neither let her drink 
wine or strong drink, nor eat any 
unclean thing. All that I commanded 
her let her observe. 

14 And Manoah said to the angel 
of the Lord, I pray thee, let us de* 
tain thee, until we shall have made 
ready a kid of the goats for thee. 

15 And the angel of the Lord said 
to Manoah, Though then detain me, 
I will not eat of thy bread. And if 
thou makest a burnt offering, thoa 
must offer it up to the Lord. For 
Manoah knew not that he was the 
angel of the Lord. 

16 And Manoah said to the angel 
of the Lord, What is thy name, that 
when Uiy sayings come to pass we 
may do thee honour ? 

17 And the angel of the Load said 
to him, Why a^est thou thus after 
my name, seeing it is wonderful ? 8e 
Manoah took a kid of the goats and 
a meal offering, and offered them up 
on a rook unto the Lord. And a 
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wondrous thing was done ; and Ma- 
noah and his wife saw it. 

18 For it came to pass when the 
flame weirt up tpward ike Jieavens 
from off the altar, that the angel of 
the Lord went up in the flame of 
the altar. And Manoah and his wife 
saw it, and Ml on tl^ir f aoes to the 
ground. 

19 But the angel of the Lobd did 
BO more iq)pear to Manoah and to his 
wife. Then Manoah knew diat he 
was the angel of the Lord. 

20 And Manoah said to his wife, 
We shall sorely die, beoanse we hare 
seen God. Bat his wife said to him. 
If the Lord were fdeased to kill ns, 
he would not hav^e received a burnt 
offering and a meal offering at oar 
hands, neither would he have diewed 
as all these things, nor would he as 
«t this time have told as such things 
as these. 

21 And the woman bare a son, and 
called his name Samson. And the 
child grew, and the Lord blessed 
him. 

22 And the spirit of the Lord be 
gan to move him in the Camp of Ban 
between Zora and Eshtaol. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

j^ND Samson went down to Timnath, 

and saw a woman inTimnath, one 

of the daughters of the I^listines. 

2 And he came up, and told his 
father and his mother, and said, I 
have seen a woman in Timnath, one 
of the daughters of the Philistines. 
Now therefore get her for me to wife. 

3 Then his father and his mother said 
to him, Is there never a woman 
nmong the daughters of thy brethren, 
or among all my peo|^e, that thou 
^;oecrt> to take a wife of the undreum^ 



cised Philistines. And Samson said 
to his father, Do thou get her for me, 
for she pleaseth me well. 

4 And his father and his motiher 
knew not that it was of the Lord, that 
he sought an occassion against ihe 
Philistines. For at that time the 
Philistines had dominion over IsraeL 

5 Then went Samson down, and his 
father and his mother, to Timnath, 
and they came to the vine-yards of 
Timnath ; and behold a lion's whelp 
roared on meeting him. 

6 And the spirit of the Lord came 
upon him, and he rent it as he would 
have rent a kid, and he had nothing 
whatever in his hand. But he told 
not his father or his mother what he 
had done. 

7 And he went down, and talked 
with the woman, and she pleased 
Samson well. And after a time he 
returned to take her, and he turned 
aside to see the carcase of the lion ; 
and behold, there was a swarm of 
bees and honey in the body of the 
lion. 

8 And he took thereof in his hands, 
and went on and eat, and he came to 
his father and mother, and he gave to 
them^ and they did eat ; but he told 
them not that he had taken the honey 
out of the body of the lion. 

9 So his father went down to the 
woman ; and Samson made there a 
drinking feast ; for so used the young 
men to do. 

10 And it came to pass, when they 
saw him, that they brought thirty 
companions to be with him. 

11 And Samson said to them, I will 
now put forth a riddle to you. If 
ye can certainly declare it to me within 
the seven days of the drinking feast, 
and find it <Htt, then I will give you 
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thirty shirts and thirty changes of 
^urments. 

12 But if ye are unable to declare it 
to me, then shall ye give me thirty 
diirts and thirty changes of garments. 
And they said to him, Put forth thy 
riddle, that we may hear it. 

13 And he said to tlwm, Out of the 
eater came f<»rth food, and out of the 
9ttoag came forth sweetness. And 
they could not in three days declare 
the riddle. 

14 And it came to pass on the 
fourth day, that they said to Samson's 
wife, Entice thy husband, that he may 
declare to us the riddle, lest we bum 
thee and thy father's house with fire. 
Have ye called us to dispossess us? 
Is it not so ? 

15 And Samson's wife wept befote 
him, and said, Thou dost but hate 
me, and lovest me not. Thou hast 
put forth a riddle to the children of 
my people, and hast not declared it 
to me. And he said to her, Behold, 
I have not declared it to my father 
nor to my mother, and shall I declare 
it to thee ? 

16 And she wept before him [the 
rest of] the seven days, while their 
drinking feast lasted. And it came 
to pass on the seventh day, that he 
declared it to her, because she pressed 
him ; and she declared the riddle to 
the children of her people. 

IT And the men of the city said to 
him on the seventh day before the sun 
went down. What is sweeter than 
honey ? and what is stronger than a 
lion ? And he said to them, If ye had 
not plowed with my heifer, ye had npt 
found out my riddle. 

18 And his anger was kindled, 
and he went up to his lather's house. 



And Samson's wife wafl given to his 
companion, who had been his friend. 



CHAPTER XV. 



gUT 



it came to pass after a while, 
in the time of wheat harvest, that 
Samson visited his wife with a kid 
of the goats ; and he said, I will go in 
and see my wife. But her father \ 
would not suffer him to go in. 

2 And her father sud, I vmly 
thought that thou hadet utterly hated 
her ; therefore I gave her to thy com- 
panion. Is not her younger sister 
fairer than she ? Let her be tlune, 
I pray thee, instead of her. 

3 And Samson said concerning them. 
This time shall I be more blameless 
than the Philistines, thou^Idothem 
an evil. And Samson went and 
caught three hundred foxes, and took 
torches, and turned tail to tail, and 
put each torch in the midst between 
two tails. 

4 And when he had set the torches 
on fire, he let them go into the staml 
ing com of the Philistines, and bur«<t 
up both the shocks, and also tin; 
standing com, with the olive-garden . 

5 Then the Philistines said, Who 
hath done this ? And they answered, 
Samson, the son in law of the Tim- 
nite, because he had taken his wife, 
and given her to his companion. And 
the Philistines came up, and burnt her 
and her father with fire. 

6 And Samson said to them, Though 
ye have done thus, yet will I be 
avenged of you, and after that I will 
cease. And he smote them hip and 
thigh with a great slaughten And 
he went down and dwelt in a cleft in 
the rock Etam. 

7 Then the Philistines went up, and 
encamped in Judi^ and spread them- 
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idyes in Ldii And the men of 
Jodah said, Why ave ye come «p 
against us? And Uiey answered, To 
bind Samson are we ccmie up, to do 
to him as he hath done to us. 

8 Then three thousand men of 
Judah went down to the cleft in the 
rock Etam, and said to Samson, 
ELm>we8t thou not that thePhilistinee 
are rulers over us ? And what is this 
that thou hast done to us? And he 
said to them, As they did to me, so 
have I done to them. i 

9 And they said to him, Weareccmie 
down to bind thee, that we may 
deliver thee into the hand of the 
PhiJistiiies. And Samson said to 
them. Swear to me that ye will not 
fall upon me yourselves. 

10 And they spake to him, saying, 
No ; but we will bind thee fast, and 
deliver thee into their hand; but 
surely we will not kill thee. And they 
bound him with two new cords, and 
brought him up from the rock. 

11 And when he came to Lehi, the 
Philistines shouted on meeting him. 
And the spirit of the Lord came 
upon him, and the cords that were 
upon his arms became as flax tiiat was 
burnt with fire, and his bands were 
loosed from off his hands. 

12 And he found a fresh cheek- 
bone of an ass, and put forth his 
hand, and took it, and slew a thousand 
men therewith. And Samson said, 

With the cheek-bone of an ass, a heap 

of heaps, 
With the cheek-bone of an ass have I 

slain a thousand men. 

13 And it came to pass, when he 
had made an end of speaking, that 
he cast away the cheek-bone out of 
&is hand, and called that place Uie 
hill of Lehi [or the Cheek.] 



14 Ai|d he was sore athirst, and 
called on the LoBD, and said, That 
hast given this great deliverance into 
the hand of thy servant; and now 
shall I die for thirst, and fall into 
the hand of the en^ny. 

15 But Gk)d clave the hollow plaee 
which is in Lehi, and there came 
water thereout. And when he had 
drunk, his sinrit came again, and he 
revived. Therefore he called its 
name the Well of Kore [or of him 
that called], which is in Lehi unto 
this day. 

16 And he judged Israel in the 
days of the Philistines for twenty 
years. 

CHAPTER XVL 

YHEN went Samson to Gaza, and 
saw there a woman, and loved her. 
And on the Gazites saying, Samson 
is come hither ; they compassed him 
in, and laid wait for him all night in 
the gate of the city, and kept them- 
selves quiet all the night, saying. In 
the morning when it is light, we will 
kill him. 

2 And Samson stayed till mid- 
night, and arose at midnight; and 
seized upon the doors of the gate of 
the city, and the two posts, and he 
pulled them up with the cross-bar, 
and put them upon his shoulders, 
and carried them up to the top of the 
hill that is before Hebron. 

3 And it came to pass afterward, 
that he loved a woman in the valley 
of Sorek, whose name was Delilah. 
And the lords of the Philistines came 
up to her, and said to her, Entice 
him, and see wherein his great 
strength lieth, and by what means we 
may prevail against him, that we may 
bind him to overpower him ; and we 
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will give thee every one of ns eleren 
kiindred pieces of silver. 

4 And Delilah said to Samson, Tdl 
me, I pray thee, wherein thy great 
strength lieth, and wherewith thou 
mightest he hoond to overpower thee. 

5 And Samson said to her, If they 
bind me with seven green withs that 
were never dried, then diall I be 
weak, and be as another mian. 

6 Then the lords of the Philistmes 
brooght up to her seven green withs 
which had not been dried, and she 
bound him with them. 

*l Now there were men lying in wait, 
abiding with her in the chamber. 
And she said to him. The Philistines 
are upon thee, Samson. And he 
brake the withs, as a thread of tow is 
broken when it smelleth the fire. So 
his strength was not known. 

8 And Delilah said to Samson, Be- 
hold thou hast befoeled me, and told 
me lies. Now tell mey I pray tiiee, 
wherewith thou mightest be bound. 

9 And he said to her, If they bind 
vie fast mth new ropes wherewith no 
work hath been done, then i^all I be 
weak, and be as anodier man. 

10 Delilah dieref ore took new ropes, 
and bound him therewith ; and said to 
him, The Philistines are upon thee, 
Samson. And there were liers in 
wait abiding in the chamber. And 
he brake them from oS his arms like 
a thread. 

11 And Delilah said to Samson, 
Hitherto thou hast mocked me, and 
told me lies. Tell me wherewith 
thou mightest be bound. And he said 
to her, If thou weavest the seven 
looks of my head into the web. 

12 And die fastened it with the pin, 
and said to him, The Philistines are 
ii|>on thee, Samson. And he awiaked 



oat of his sleep, and pulled away the 
weaving pin and the web. 

13 And die said to him. How canst 
tiiou say, I love thee, when thy heart 
is not with me? Thou hast befooled 
me these three times, and hast not 
uAd me wherein thy great strength 
lieth. --I 

14 And it came to pass, when she 
pressed him daily with her words, 
and urged him, so that his soul was 
vexed unto death, 

15 That he told her all his heart, 
and said to her. There hath not come 
a razor upon my head ; for I have 
been a Nazarite unto God, from my 
birth. If I be shaven, then my 
strength will go from me, and I shall 
become weak, and be like any other 
man. 

16 And when Delilah saw that he 
had told her all his heart, she sent 
and called for the lords of the PhiUs* 
tines, saying, Gome up this once, for 
he hath told me all his heart. Then 
the lords of the Philistines came up to 
her, and brought the silver in thttr 
hand. 

11 And die made him sleep upon 
her knees. And die called for a man, 
and she caused him to shave off the 
seven Iwks of his head. And she be- 
gan to overpower him, and his ^ 
strength went from him. 

18 And she said, The Philistines 
are upon thee, Samson. And he 
awoke out of his sleep, amd said, I 
will go out as at other times before, 
and shake myself. And he knew not 
that the LoBD was departed from hinu 

19 But the Philistines took him, 
and put out his eyes, and brought 
him down to Oaia, and bound him 
with copper fetters ; ;^ 
in the prison hoosd.^^ 
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20 Howbeit the hair of his head 
began to grow again as before he wag 
shaven. And the lords of the Philis- 
tines gathered themselves together for 
to saerifioe a great saorifioe unto 
Dagon their god, and to rejoiee ; for 
they said, Oar god hath delivered 
Samson our enemy into our hand. 

21 And when the people saw him 
they praised their god ; for they said, 
Our god hath delivered into our 
hands our enemy, and the destroyer 
of our country, who slew many of us. 

22 And it came to pass, when their 
hearts were merry, that they said, 
Call for Samson, that he may make 
sport for us. And they called for 
Samson out of the prison-house, that 
he might make sport before them; 
and they set him between the pillars. 

23 And Samson said to ^e lad that 
held him by the hand. Place me so 
that I may feel the pillars where- 
upon the house standeth, that I may 
lean upon them. 

24 Now the house was full of men 
and women ; and all t^ lords of the 
Philistines were there; and there 
were upon the roof about three 
thousand men and women, that looked 
on while Samson was made sport <^. 

25 And Samson called to the Lord 
and said, Lord Eternal remember 
me, I pray thee, and strenghten me, 
I pray thee, only thk once, Ck)d, 
that I may be at once avenged of the 
Philistines^ for my two eyes, 

26 And Samson bent himself toward 
the two middle pillars upon which the 
house stood, and on whidi it was 
borne up, the one on his right hand, 
and the other on his left. 

27 And Samson said. Let me die 
with the Philistines. And he bo^ed 
himself with all his might ; and the 



house fell upon the lords, and up<Mi 
all the people Uiat were therein. So 
llie dead which he slew at ids death, 
were more than they which he slew in 
hisKfe. 

28 Then his brethren and all tlie 
house of his father came down, and 
took him, and brought him up, and 
buried him between Zorah and 
Eshtaol in the burying-place of 
Manoah his father. And he judged 
Lsrad for twenty years. 



CHAPTER XVn. 



^ND 



THBSB WAS A MAN of the hill 

country of Ephraim, whose name 
was Micah. 

2 And he said to his mother, The 
eleven hundred pieces of silver that 
were taken from thee, about whidi 
thou cursedst, and spakedst of also 
in mine ears, behold, the silver is widi 
me; I took it. And his motiier said 
Blessed be thou of the LaED, my son, 

3 And he restored the money to 
his mother. And his mother took 
two hundred pieces of ike silver, and 
gave them the metal founder, who 
made thereof a graven image and a 
molten image. And they were in the 
house of Micah. 

4 And the man Micah had a house 
of gods, and he made an Ephod [or 
priest's robe], and Teraphs [or ima* 
g*iB] and he filled the hands of one of 
his sons [with offerings], who became 
his priest. 

5 In those days there was no king 
in Israel, but every man did that 
which was right in Ids own eyes. 

6 And there ^^as a young man in 
Beth-lehem in Judah of the family 
of Judah, who was a Levite, and he 
sojourned there. 

7 And the man departed out of the 
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dty froDSi Beth-lehem of Judi^ to so* 
joam where he could find a place. 
And he came^to the hill country of 
Ephraim to the house of Mioah, as 
he journeyed. 

8 And he said to him» Whence 
oomest thou? And he said to him, I 
am a Levite of Beth-lehem in Judah, 
and I go to sojourn where I may find 
a place. 

9 And Micah said to him, Dwell 
with me, and be unto me a father and 
a priest, and I will give thee ten 
pieces of silver by the year, and a 
suit of apparel, and thy victuals. So 
the Levite went in, 

10 And the Levite was content to 
dwell with the man ; and the young 
man was unto him as one of his sons.. 

11 And Micah filled the hand of the 
Levite [widi offering]; and the young 
man became his priest, and was in 
the house of Micah. 

12 Then said Micah, Now know I 
that the Lord will do me good, see- 
ing I have the Levite for my priest. 

CHAPTER XVm. 

TN those.days there was no king in 
Israel; and in those days the tribe 
of the Danites sought them an in« 
heritance to dwell in : for unto that 
day no inheritance had fallen unto 
them among the tribes of Israel. 

2 And the children of Dan sent of 
their family five men from their bor- 
ders, men of valour, from Zorah, 
and from Eshtaol, to spy out the land, 
and to search it; and they said to 
them, Go, search the land. And 
they came to the hill country of Eph- 
raim, to the house of Micah, and 
ihey lodged there. 

3 When they were by the house of 
Mioah^they knowthie voice of the 



young man the Levite; and ihey 
turned in thither, and said to him» 
Who brought thee hither? And 
whatdoest thou iqi this pkce? And 
what hast thou here? 

4 And he said to them. Thus and 
thus dealetb Micah with me, and he 
hired me, and I am his priest 

5 And they said to him. Ask, we 
pray thee, of God, that we miBky know 
vdxether our way which we go shall 
be prosperous. 

6 And the priest said to them. Go, 
in peace ; before the Lord is your 
way wherein ye go* 

7 Then the five men departed, and 
came to Laish, and saw the people 
that were therdn^ how they dwelt as 
if in safety, according to the laws of 
the Sidonians. quiet and trusting* 
And no one possessed power in the 
land, that might hurt th^m in aQy- 
thing. But they were far from the 
Sidonians, and had no dealings with 
any man. 

8 And they came to their brethren 
to Zorah and Eshtaol. And their 
brethren said to them. What say ye? 

9^ And they said, Arise, that we 
may go up against them. For we 
have seen the land, and behold, it is 
very good. And are ye still? Be 
not slothful to go, and to enter to 
possess the land. 

10 When ye go, ye shall come to a 
people secure, and to a land wide in 
its sides. For God hath given it into 
your hands ; a place where there is 
no want of anything that is on the 
earth. 

11 And there removed from thence 
of the family of the Danites, out of 
Eshtaol, six hundred men girded with 
weapons of war. 

12 And they went up, and encamp- 
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ed by tlie dty of Jeraim in Jodah. 
Theref(»^ thej called that place the 
Gan&p of Dan onto this di^. Behold, 
it is to the westof theCity of Jearim. 

13 And they passed tlienoe unto 
die hMl coantiy of Eplmdm, and 
oameto the house of Micah. 

14 Then spake die five men that' 
went to spy out the land of Laish, 
and said to their brethren, Do ye know 
diat theie is in these houses an Ephod, 
and Teraphs, and a graven image, 
and a molten image? Now therefore 
consider what ye have to do. 

15 And diey turned thitherward, 
and came to the house of the young 
man the Levite, even to die house of 
Mieah and saluted him. 

16 And the six hundred men girded 
widi their weapons of war, who were 
of the chUdren of Dan, stood by the 
entrance of die gate. 

17 And the five men that went to 
spy out the land went up, and came 
in thither, and took the graven image, 
and the Ephod, and die Teraphs, and 
the molten image. And the priest 
stood at the entrance of die gate with 
the six hundred men that were gird- 
ed with weapons of war; 

18 And diese went into Mioah's 
house, and took die graven image, the 
Ephod, and the Teraphs, and the 
molten image. Then said die priest 
to them, What do ye? 

19 And they said to him. Hold thy 
peace, lay diy hand upon thy mouth, 
and go with us, and be to us a father 
and a priest. Is it better for thee to 
be a priest unto the house of one man, 
or diat thou be a priest unto a tribe 
and a family in Israel? 

20 And the priest*s heart was glad, 
and he took the Ephod, and the 



Teraphs, and the graven knage, and 
went in the midst of die people. 

21 So they turned and departed, 
and put the Htde ones and the oaCtle 
and the heavy baggage before them. 

22 And when they were a good way 
from the house c^ M icah, the men 
that were in the houses near toMioah's 
house were called togedier, and diey 
overtook the children of Dan. 

23 And they cried to the children 
of Dan. And they turned their 
faces, and said to Micah, What aileth 
thee, that thou art called together? 

24 And he said. Ye have taken 
away my gods which I made, and the 
priest, and ye are gone away. And 
what have I more? And what is 
this that ye say to me. What ailedi 
thee? 

25 And the children of Dan said to 
him, Let not thy voice be heard amoniic 
us, lest men of bitter souls run upon 
you, and thou lose diy life, with the 
lives of thy household. 

26 And the children (^ Dan went on 
their way. And Micah saw that diey 
were too strong for him, and he tam- 
ed and went back to his house. 

27 And they took the thin^ which 
Micah had made, and die priest which 
he had, and they came to Laish, to 
a people that were quiet and trusting. 
And they smote them widi the edge 
of the sword, and burnt the city with 
fire. 

28 And there was no deliverer, be- 
cause it was far from Sidon, and they 
had no dealings with any man : and 
it was in the valley that is by Bedi- 
rehob. And they built the eity, and 
dwelt dierein. 

29 And they called the name of the 
city Dan, after the name of Dan 
their father, who was bom untolsradL 
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Howbeit the name of the dty was 
Laiflb at the first. 

30 And the diildren of Dan set up 
for themselves • the graven image: and 
Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son 
of Moses, he and his sons were priests 
to the tribe of the Danites until the day 
of die oaptivity of the land [B. G. 722]. 



31 And ihey set np for themselves 
Micah*s graven image, which he had 
made, all the time that the house of 
God was in Shiloh. 

* * » 

32 In those days there was no king 
in Israel ; every man did timt whidi 
^as right in his own eyes. 



THE 

FIRST BOOK OF SAMUEL. 



CHAPTER I. 
TJOW THBBB WAS a certain man of 
Ramathaim of the Zuphites of 
the hill country of Ephraim, and his 
name was Elkanah, the son of Jero- 
ham, the son of Elihu, the son of 
Tohu, the son of Zui^, an Ephra- 
thite. 

2 And he had two wives; the name 
of the one was Hannah, and the 
name of the second Peninnah. And 
Peninnah had children, but Hunnah 
had no children. 

3 And ibis man went up out of his 
city yearly to worship and to sacrifice 
onto the LoBD of hosts in Shiloh. 
And the two sons of Eli, Hophni 
And. Pbindias, the priests of the 
LoBD, were there. 

4 And when the time was that El- 
kanah sacrificed, he gave to Peninnah 
his wife, and to all her sons and her 
daughters, portions [of the meat]. 

5 But to Hannah he gave a double 
portion, for he loved Hannah; 

6 And her rival i»rovoked her sore 
in order to make her fret, because 
she had no children. 

7 And so was done year by year, as 
ofcen as she went i^» to the house of 



the Lord, she provoked her. There- 
fore she wept, and did not eat. 

8 Then said Elkanah her husband 
to her, Hannah, why weepest thou? 
And why eatest thou not? And why 
is thy heart grieved? Am not I bet- 
ter to thee than ten sons? 

9 So Hannah rose up after she had 
eaten in Shiloh, and after she had 
drunk. And Eli the priest sat upon 
a seat by the door-post of the temple 
of the LoBD. 

10 And she was bitter of soul, and 
prayed to the Lord, and wept jsore. 

11 And she vowed a vow, and said, 
O Lord of hosts, if thou wilt indeed 
look on the aMction of thy handmaid^ 
and remember me, and not forget 
thy handmaid, but wilt give to thv 
handmaid a man child, then I will 
give him to the LoBD all the days of 
his life, and there shall no razor come 
upon his head, 

12 And it came to pass, as she con- 
tinued yxhybxg before the LoBD, that 
Eli marked her mouth. 

13 Now Hannah, die spake in her 
heart; only her lips moved, but her 
vmce was not heard; therefore Eli 
thought she had been drunken. 
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14 And Eli said to her, How long 
nilt thoabe dmnken? Pat away 
thy wine from thee. 

15 And Hannah answered and said, 
No, my lord, I am a woman of a sor- 
rowful spirit. I have drank neither 
wine WMT strong drink, bat I poored 
oat my soul before the Lobd« 

16 Count not thy handmaid for a 
daughter of BeliaL For out of the 
abundance of my complaint and grief 
have I been speaking hitherto. 

17 Then Eli answered and said, Qo 
in peace. And may the G-od of Is- 
rael grant thee thy petition that thou 
hast asked of him. 

18 And she said, Let thy handmaid 
find grace in thy sight. So the wo- 
man went her way, and did eat, 
and her oonntenance was not as it 
had been. 

19 And they rose up in the morning 
early, and worshipped before the 
Lord, and returned, and came to 
their house at Ramah. 

20 And the Lord remembered 
Hannah, and she bare a son, and she 
called his name Samuel, [saying,] 
Because I have asked him of the 
Lord. 

21 And the man Elkanah, and all 
his house, went up to sacrifice to the 
Lord the yearly sacrifice, and his 
vow. 

22 But Hannah went not up, for 
she said to her husband, Wait until 
the child be weaned, and I may bring 
him, that he may appear before the 
Lord, and there abide for ever. 

23 And Elkanah her husband said 
to her. Do what seemeth good to thee. 
Tsirry until thoa have weaned him ; 
only may the Lord establish hia 
word. So ^e woman abode until she 
weaned him. 



24 And when she had weaned hiu, 
she took him up with her, with three 
bollocks, and one Ephah [or Bushel] 
of meal, uid a boUle of wine, and 
she brought him to the Houso of tbe 
liORD in Shiloh. And the diild was 
very young. 

25 And they slew a bulloek, and 
brought the child to Eli. 

26 And she said. Oh my lord, as 
thy sool liveth, my lord, I am the wo- 
man that stood by thee here, praying 
to the Lord. 

27 I prayed for this child ; and the 
Lord hath given me my petition 
which I asked of him. 

28 And also I have lent him to the 
Lord, as long as he liveth he shall be 
a loan to the Lord. And they wor* 
shipped the Lord th^^ 

CHAPTER n. 
^ND Hannah prayed and said, 
My heart rejoiceth in the Eternal, 
My horn is exalted in the Lobd; 
My moQth is enlarged over mine 

enemies; 
Because I rejoiced in thy salvation. 
2 Kone is holy as the Lobd; for beside 
thee is none: 
Neither is there any ro<^ Hke our 
God, 
S Talk no more so exceeding proudly, 
With arrogance coming out of your 

mouth ; 
For the Eternal is a Qod of knowl- 
edge, 
And by him actions are weighed. 

4 The bows of the warriors are broken. 
And they that stumbled are girded 

with strength: 

5 The full have hired out themselves 

for bread. 
And the hungry are so no longer; 
The woman hitherto barren hath 
bom seven, 
, And she that hath many children 
languisheth. 

6 The Loan killeth and maketh alive; 
He bringeth down to the grave, and 

brin^eth np. 
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7 The Eternal maketh poor, and mak- 

eth rich ; 
He bringeth low, and he also liffceth 
up. 

8 He raiseth up the poor out of the 

dnst, 
And lifteth up the beggar from the 

dunghill. 
To make them sit among princes; 
And he maketh them to inherit a 

throne of glory. 
For the pillars of the earth are the 

Lobd's, 
And upon them he hath set the 

world. 

9 He will keep the feet of his godly 

ones, 
And the wicked will be silent in 

darkness; 
For by strength will no man pre- 
vail. 
10 They that strive against the Eternal 

will be dismayed; 
Out of heaven will he thunder upon 

them ; 
The LoBD will judge the ends of the 

earth ; 
And he will give strength to his 

king, 
And exalt the horn of his anointed. 

11 And Elkanah went to Ramah 
to his bouse. And the child did 
minister onto the Lord before Eli 
the priest. 

12 Now the sons of Eli were sons 
of Belial ; they knew not the Lord. 

13 And the priests' custom with the 
people was, that, when any man sacri- 
ficed a sacrifice, the priest's servant 
oame, while the flesh was boiling, 
with a fleshhook of three teeth in his 
hand; 

14 And he struck it into the pan, 
or kettle, or caldron, or pot ; all that 
the fleshhook brought up the priest 
took for himself. So they did in 
Shildi to sJl the Israelites that came 
Uiither. 

15 Also before they burnt the fat 
for incense, the priest's servant came, 



and said to the man that sacrificedi 
Grive flesh to be roasted for the priest{ 
for he will not receive cooked flesh of 
thee, bat raw. 

16 And if any man said to him, 
Let them not fail to burn the fat for 
incense at once, and then take as much 
as thy soul desireth; then he would 
answer him, Nay; but thou shalt give 
it me now ; and if not, I will take 
it by force. 

17 Therefore, the sin of the young 
men was very great before the Lord: 
for men abh<)rred to make the offering 
to the Lord. 

18 But Samuel ministered before 
the Lord, while a child, girded with 
a linen Ephod [or a priestly dress]. 

19 Moreover his mother made him 
a little doak, and brought one to 
him from year to year, when she came 
up with her liusband to sacrifice the 
yearly sacrifice. 

20 And Eli blessed Elkanah and 
his wife, and said, May the Lord give 
thee chidren of this woman in place 
of that a^ed for, which is lent to 
the Lord. And they went to their 
home. 

21 And the Lord visited Hannah^ 
and she bare three bons and two 
daughters. And the child grew be- 
fore the Lord. 

22 Now Eli was very old, and heard 
all that his sons did to Israel. 

23 And he said to them. Why do ye 
do such things? For I hear of your 
evil dea'ings by all this people. 

24 Nay, my sons; for it is no good 
report that I hear. Ye make the 
Lord's people to transgress. 

25 If one man sin against another, 
G-od may acquit him ; but if a man 
sin against the Lord, who shall en- 
treat for him ? Notwithstanding, they 
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hearkened not to the voice of their 
father. 

26 And the child Samuel grew on, 
and was in favour both with God, 
and also with men. 

27 And there came a man of Q-od to 
Eli, and said to him. Thus saith the 
Lord, Did 1 plainly reveal myself to 
the house of thy father, when they 
were in Egypt in Pharaoh's house? 

28 And did I choose him out of all 
the tribes of Israel to be my i»iest, to 
offer up on mine altar, to burn incense, 
to wear an Ephod before me? And 
did I give to the house of thy father 
all the offerings made by fire of 
the children of Israel? 

29 Wherefore kick ye at my sacrifice 
and at my meal offering, which I have 
commanded in my habitation; and 
honourest thy sons above me, to make 
yourselves fat with the chiefest of all 
the offerings of Israel my people. 

30 Therefore (the Eternal the Q-od 
of Israel hath said it) I said indeed 
that thy house, and the house of thy 
father, should walk before me for 
ever; but now, the Lord hath said it, 
be it far from me ; for them that 
honour me I will honour, and they 
that despise me shall be lightly 
esteemed. 

31 Behold, the days will come that 
1 will cut off thy offspring, and the off- 
spring of thy father's house, that there 
shall not be an old man in thy house. 

32 And thou shalt see adversity in 
thy habitation, in all wherein Israel 
hath prospered. 

33 And the man of thine, whom I 
shall not cut off from mine altar, shall 
be to consume thine eyes, and to 
grieve thy soul. And all the increase 
T)f thy house shall die when men. 

34 And this shall be a sign unto 



thee, that shall come upon thy two 
sons, on Hophni and Phiuehas ; in 
one day they shall die both of them. 

35 And I will raise up for myself a 
faithful priest [Zadok], that shall do 
according to that which is in my 
heart and in my souL And I will 
build unto him a sure house; and he 
shall walk before mine anointed all 
his days. 

36 And it shall come to pass, that 
every one that is left in thy house 
shall come and crouch to him for a 
silver Gerah [or penny] and a circular 
loaf of bread, and shall say. Put me, 
I pray thee, into one of the priests' 
offices, that I may eat a morsel of 
bread. 

CHAPTER m. 

A ND the child Samuel ministered un- 
to the Lord before Eli. And 
the word of the Lord was precious 
in those days; divine visions were not 
frequent. 

2 And it came to pass at that time 
when Eli was laid down to sleep in his 
place, and his eyes began to be weak, 
that he coidd not see; and before the 
lamp of Ood was put out, and Sam- 
uel was laid down to sleep in the tem- 
ple of God, where the Ark of God 
was; that the Lord called to Samuel. 
And he answered. Here I am. 

3 And he ran to Eli, and said, Here 
I am ; for thou calledst me. And he 
said, I called not ; lie down again. 
And he went out and lay down. 

4 And the Lord called yet again, 
Samuel. And Samuel arose, and 
went to Eli, and said, Here I am ; 
for thou didst call me« And he 
answered, I called not, my son ; Me 
down again. 

5 Now Samuel did not yet know the 
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Lord, ii^ther was the word of the 
Lord yet revealed to lum. 

6 And the Lord called Samuel 
again the third dme. And he arose 
and went to Eli, and said, Here I 
am, for thou didst oall me. And 
Eli perceived that the Lord had call- 
ed the child. 

7 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, Go, 
lie down ; and it shall he, if He call 
thee, Uiou shalt say, Speak, O Lord ; 
for thy servant heareth. So Samuel 
went and lay down in his place. 

8 And the Lord came, and 
called as at other times, Samuel, 
Samuel. Then Samuel answered. 
Speak ; for thy servant heareth. 

9 And the Lord said to Samuel, 
Behold, I will do a thing in Israel, at 
which hoth the ears of every one 
that heareth it shall tingle. 

10 In that day I mil perform 
against Eli all things which I have 
spoken concerning his house, from be- 
ginmng to end. 

11 For I have told him that I will 
judge his house for ever for the 
iniquity which he knoweth ; because 
lus sons made themselves vile, and 
he restrained them not. 

12 And therefore I have sworn un- 
to the house of Eli that the iniquity 
of Eli's house shall not be purged by 
sacrifice nor meal offerings for ever. 

13 And Samuel lay until the morn^ 
ing, and then he opened the doors of 
the House of the Lord. And Samuel 
feared to show Eli the vision. 

14 Then Eli called Samuel, and 
said, Samuel, my son. And he an- 
swered, Here I am. 

15 And he said, What is the thing 
that hath been spoken to thee? I 
pray thee, hide it not from me. Gt>d 
do so to thee, and more also, if 



thou hide a word from me of all the 
things that were spoken to thee. 

16 And Samuel told him every word 
and hid nothing from him. And he 
said. It is the Lord. Let him do 
what seemeth him good. 

17 And Samuel grew, and the 
Lord was with him ; and he did let 
none of his words fall to the ground. 

18 And all Israel from Dan even to 
Beersheba, knew that Samuel was 
established to be a prophet of the 
Lord. 

19 And the Lord continued to ap- 
pear in Shiloh ; for the Lord re- 
vealed himself to Samuel in Shiloh 
by the word of the Lord ; and the 
word of Samuel came to all Israel. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

ow Israel went out against the 
Philistines to battle, and pitched 
besides Eben-ezer ; and the Philis- 
tines pitched in Aphek. 

2 And the Philistines set them- 
selves in array against Israel ; and 
when the battle spread, Israel was 
smitten before the Philistines. And 
there were slain of the ranks in the 
field about four thousand men. 

3 And when the people were come 
into the camp, the elders of Israel 
said, Wherefore hath the Lord smit- 
ten us to-day before the Philistines ? 
Let us fetch the Ark of the Cove- 
nant of the Lord out of Shiloh un- 
to us, that, when it cometh among 
us, it may save us out of the grasp of 
our enemies. 

4 So the people went to Shiloh, 
and they carried from thence 
the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord 
of hosts, who dwelleth between the 
cherubim. And the two sons of Eli^ 
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Hophai and Phinehas, were there with 
the Ark of the Covenant of Ood. 

5 And it came to pass when the 
Ark of the Covenant of the Lord 
came into the camp, that all Israel 
shonted with a great shont, so that 
the earth rang again. 

And when the Philistines heard 
the noise of the shout, they said, 
What meaneth. the noise of this great 
shout in the camp of the He- 
brews? And they understood that 
the Ark of Yahveh was come into the 
camp. 

7 And the Philistines were afraid, 
for they said, Their God is come into 
the camp. And they said, Woe un- 
to us ! for there hath not been su(^ a 
thing heretofore. 

8 Woe unto us ! who shall deliver 
us out of the hand of these mighty 
Gods? These are the very Gods that 
smote the Egyptians with all the 
slaughter in the desert. 

9 Be strong, and acquit yourselves 
like men, ye Philistines, that ye be 
not servants to the Hebrews, as they 
have been servants to you. Acquit 
yourselves like men, and fight. 

10 And the Philistines fought, and 
Israel was smitten, and they fled 
every man to his tent. And there 
was a very great slaughter ; for there 
fell of Israel thirty thousand men on 
foot. 

11 And the Ark of God was taken ; 
and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and 
Phinehas, were slain. 

12 And there ran a man of Benjamin 
out of the ranks, and came to Shiloh 
the same day with his clothes rent, 
and with earth upon his head. 

13 And when he came, lo, Eli sat 
upon a seat by the wayside watching ; 
for his heart trembled for the Ark of 



God. And when the man came iato 
the city, and told it, all the cxty cried 
out. 

14 And when Eli heard the noise of 
the crying, he said, What meanedi 
the noise of this tumult? And the 
man came in hastily, and told Eli. 

15 Now Eli was ninety and eight 
years old ; and his eyes were fixed, 
and he could not see. 

16 And the man said to Eli, I am 
he that came out of the riuiks, and 
I fled to-day out c^ ike ranks. And 
he said, What is there done, my 
son ? 

17 And he that brought the news 
answered and said, Israel is fled be- 
fore the Philistines, and there Yi&ih. 
been also a great slaughter among die 
people, and thy two sons also, Hoph- 
ni and Phinehas, are dead, and the 
Ark of God is taken. 

18 And it came to pass when he 
made mention to him of Ihe Ark of 
God, that he fell from off the seat 
by the side of the cky gate, and hk 
neck brdce, and he died. For he was 
an old man, and heavy. And he 
had judged Israel for forty years. 

19 And when his daughter in law, 
Phinehas' wife, heard the tidings that 
the Ark of God was taken, and that 
her father in law and her husband 
were dead, she died while giving birth 
to a son. 

20 And she named the child I- 
chabod [or No-glory,] saying, the 
glory is departed from Israel; for 
the Ark of G^d is taken. 

CHAPTER V. 

^ND the Philistines took the Ark of 
God, and brought it from Eben- 
ezer to Ashdod. 
2 When the Philistines took the 
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Ark of God, they brought it into the 
hoose of Dagon [or the Piah-god], 
and set it by the side of Dagon. 

3 And when the men of Ashdod 
arofie early on the morrow, behold, 
Dagon was fallen upon his face to 
the ground before the Ark of Q-od. 
A^d they took Dagon, and set him in 
bis place again. 

4 And when they arose early on the 
morrow moriiing,. bdiiold, Dagon was 
fallen upon his fsice to the ground be- 
fore t^e Ark of (Jod ; and Dagon*s 
head and both Uie palms of his hands 
were cut off upon ihe threshold ; only 
the fish part was leffc to him. 

5 Therefbre neither the priests of 
Dagon, nor any that come into Da- 
goo's house, tr»Eid on the threshold of 
Da^on in Ashod unto this day. 

6 And the hand of the LoBD was 
beavy upofi the men of Ashdod, and 
he des^yed them, and smote them 
iMk swelMngfij even Ashdod and tiie 
boundaries thereof. 

7 And when the men of Ashdod 
saw that it was so, th#y said. The 
Ark of the God of Israel shall not 
aMde wi^ us. For his hand is hard 
iq>on UB, and upon Dagon our god. 

8 They sent therefore and gathered 
1^ the lords of the Philistines unto 
tlunn, and said, What shall we do 
with the Ark >f Ae God of Israel? 
And t^ey ans^^red. Let Gath carry 
about the Ark of the God of Israel. 
And they carried the Ark of the GtKi 
ci Israel about. 

9 And it was so, that, after they 
had carried it about, the hand of the 
LoBD was against the city with a very 
great trouble. And he smote the city 
bot^ small and great, and' swell* 
ings broke out upon them. 

10 Theref(»e they sent away the 



AA of Qt)d to Ekron. And it came 
to pass as the Ark of God came to 
Ekron, that the Ekronites cried out, 
saying, They have carried about the 
Ark of the Q^d of Israel unto us, to 
slay us and our people. 

11 So they sent and gathered to- 
gether all the lords of the Philistines, 
and said. Send away the Ark of the 
God of Israel, and let it go again to 
its own place, that it slay us not, and 
our people. For there was a deadly 
trouble throughout the city ; the hand 
of God was very heavy there. 

12 And the men that died not were 
smitten with the swellings ; and the 
cry of the city went up to heaven. 

CHAPTER VL 

^ND the Ark of God was in thB 
country of the Philistines for 
seven months. 

2 And the Philistines called for the 
priests and the diviners, saying, 
What shall we do to the Ark of Yah- 
veh? Tell us wherewith we shall send 
it to its own place. 

3 And they said. If ye send away the 
Ark of the God of Israel, send it not 
away empty ; but in any wise return 
him a guilt offering. Then ye shall be 
healed, and it shall be known to you 
why His hand was not removed from 
you. 

4 Then said they, What shall be 
the guilt offering which we shall re- 
turn to him? They answered, Ac- 
cording to the number of the lords of 
the Philistines, five golden swellings 
and five golden mice ; for one plague 
is on you all, and on your lords. 

5 Therefore ye shall make images of 
your swellings, and images of your 
mice that mar the land ; and ye shall 
give the glory to the God of IsraeL 
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Peradyeuture he will lighten l^is hand 
from off you, and from off your gods, 
and from off your land. 

6 Wherefore then do ye harden 
your hearts, as the Egyptians and 
Pharaoh hardened their hearts? 
When he had wrought wonderfully 
among them, did they not let the peo- 
ple go, and they departed? 

7 Now therefore take and make a 
new cart, and take two milk cows, on 
which there hath come no yoke, and^ 
tie the cows to the cart, and send 
their calves home from them. 

8 And take the Ark of Yahveh, and 
lay it upon the cart; and put the 
jewels of gold, which ye return him 
for a guilt offering, in a coffer 
by die side thereof ; and send it 
away, that it may go. 

9 And see, if it goeth up by the 
way of its own boundary to Beth- 
shemesh, then He hath done us this 
great evil. But if not, then we ^all 
know that it is not His hand that 
smote us ; it was a chance that hap- 
pened to us. 

10 And the men did so, and took 
two milk cows, and tied them to a 
cart, and shut up their calves at 



11 And they laid the Ark of Q-od 
upon the cart, and the oc^er with the 
jewels of gold. 

12 And ^ cows took the straight 
way on the way of Beth-shemesh, and 
went along the one highway, lowing 
as they went, and turned not aside to 
the right hand or to the left ; and 
the lords of the Philistines went af- 
ter them unto the boundary of Beth- 
shemesh. 

13 And the men of Beth-shemesh 
were reaping their wheat harvest in 
the valley ; and they lifted up their 



eyes, and saw the Ark, and rejdboed 
to see it. 

14 And the cart came into the field 
of Joshua, a Beth-shemite, and stood 
there, where there was a great stone. 
And th^ cut up the wood of the oart, 
and offered up the cows as a burnt 
offering to the LoBD. And the men. 
of Beth-shemesh offered up burnt of- 
ferings and sacrificed sacrifices the 
same day to the LoBD. 

15 And when the five lords of the 
Philistines had snen it, they retamed 
to Ekron the same day. 

16 And the LoBD smote the men 
of Beth-shemesh, because they had 
looked into the Ark of Qod, even 
seventy men, 

17 And the men of Beth-shemee^ 
said, Who is able to stand bef<»e the 
Eternal, the Hply God? 

18 And they sent messengers to Ae 
inhabitants of the City of Jearimy 
saying, Tl» Philistines have sent baok 
the Axk of the LoBD. Come ye 
down, and fetch it up to yourselves. 

CHAPTER VII. 

A ND the men of the City of Jearim 
came and fetched up the Ark of 
GKkL ; and they brought it into the 
house of Abinadab in Gibeah, and 
they sanctified Eleazar his son to keep 
the Ark of the LoBD. 

2 And it came to pass from the day 
that the Ark abode in the City of 
Jearim, that the days were many; tot 
it was twenty years; and all the 
house of Israel lamented after the 
LoBiH 

3 AndSamuel spake to all the house 
of Israel, saying, If ye return to the 
LoBD vrith all your Wrts, and put 
away the foreign gods and Ashtaroth 
fr<»n among you, and prepare your 
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hearts unto the LoBD, and serve him 
alone ; then he will deliver you out 
of the hand of the Philistines. 

4 Then the children of Israel put 
away Baal and Ashtaroth, and served 
the Lord alone. 

5 And Samuel said, Ghither all Is- 
rael to Mizpeh, and I will pray for 
you unto the Lord. 

6 And they gathered themselves to- 
gether to Mizpeh, and drew water, 
and poured it out before the Lord, 
and fasted on that day, and said 
there, We have sinned against the 
Eternal. And Samuel judged the 
children of Israel in Mizpeh. 

7 And when the Philis^es heard 
that the children of Israel were 
gathered together to Mizpeh, the lords 
of the Philistines went up .against Is- 
rael And when the children of Is- 
rael heard it, they were afraid of the 
Philistines. 

8 And the children id Israel said to 
Samuel, Cease not to cry to the 
LoiU) our Gtod for us, ^t he may 
save us out of the hand of the Philis- 
tines. 

9 And Samuel took a suckling lamb, 
and offered it up for a whole burnt 
offering unto the Lord. 

10 And Samuel cried to the Lord 
on behalf of Israel ; and the Lord 
answered him. And as Samuel was 
offering up the burnt offering, the 
Philistines drew near to battle against 
Israel. But the Lord thundered 
with a great noise on that day upon 
the Philistines, and discomfitted them; 
and they were smitten before Israel 

11 And the men of Israel went out 
from Mizpeh, and pursued the Philis- 
tines, and smote them, imtil they 
came under Beth-car. 

12 Then Samuel took a stone, and 



set it between Mizpeh and Shen, and 
called the name c^ it Eben-ezer [ot 
Stone of Help], saying. Hitherto 
hath the Lord helped us. 

13 So the Philisdnes were subdued, 
and they came no more mthin the 
boundary of Israel And the hand 
of the Lord was against the Philis- 
tines all the days of Samuel 

14 And the cities which the Philis- 
tinefi had taken from Israel were re- 
stored to Israel, from Ekron even un- 
to Oath ; and the boundaries thereof 
did Israel deliver out of the hands of 
the Philistines. And there was 
peace between Israel and the Amo- 
rites. 

15 And Samuel judged lurael all 
the days of his life. 

16 And he went from year to year 
in circuit to Beth-el, and UOgal, and 
Mizpeh, and judged Israel in all those 
places. 

17 And his return was to Ramah ; 
for there was his house. And there 
he judged Israel ; and there he built 
an altar unto t^e Lord. 

CHAPTER Vm. 

it came to pass, when Samuel 
was old, that he made his sons 
judges over Israel. 

2 Now the name of his firstborn 
was Joel ; and the name of his sec- 
ond, Abiah. They were judges in 
Bersheba. 

3 And his sons walked not in his 
ways, but turned aside after lucre, 
and took bribes, and perverted judg- 
ment. 

4 Then all the elders of Israel gath- 
ered themselves together, and came 
to Samuel at Bamah, 

5 And said to him. Behold, thou 
art old, and thy sons walk not in thy 
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irayg. Now mftke as a king to judge 
u» like all the natio&s. 

6 But the thing was eyil in the eyes 
of Samuel, when they said, Give us a 
king to judge us. And Samuel prayed 
to ^e LoBD. 

7 And the Lord said to Samnel, 
Hearken to the Yoioe of the people in 
all that they say to thee. For they 
have not rejected thee, but they have 
rejected me, that I diould not reign 
over them. 

8 Aoeording to all the works which 
they have done since the day that I 
brought them up out of Bgypt even 
unto this day, wherewith they have 
forsaken me, and served other gods, 
80 do they also to thee. 

9 But now hearken to their voice. 
Howbeit yet protest solemnly unto 
them, and cdiew them the manner of 
the king that will reign over them. 

10 And Samuel told all the words <^ 
the LoBD to the people diat asked of 
him a king. 

11 And he said>, This will be the 
manner of the king that will reign over 
you. He will take your sons, and ap- 
point them for himself, for his char- 
iots, and to be his horsemen ; and 
some shall run before his charioto. 

12 And he will appoint for himself 
captains over thousands, and captains 
over fifties ; and will take some to 
plough his ground, and to reap his 
harvest, and to make his instruments 
of war, and instruments of his char^ 
iots. 

13 And he will take your daughters 
to be ointment makers, and to be 
cooks, and to be bakers. 

14 And he will take your fields, and 
your vineyards, and your oliveyards, 
even the best of them and give Ihem 
to his servants. 



15 And he will take the tenth of 
your seed and <^ your vineyards, and 
give to his chamberlains and to his 
servants. 

16 And he will take your men-ser- 
vants, and your maid-servants, and 
5rour goodliest young men, and your 
asses, and put dliem to his work. 

17 He will take the tenth of your 
sheep. And ye will be his servants. 

18 And ye will cry out in that <kiy 
because of your king wludi ye shall 
have chosen for youndves ; and the 
Lord wiU not answer you in that day. 

19 Nevertheless the people refused 
to obey the voice of Sunuel ; and 
they said, Nay ; but we will have a 
king over us ; 

20 That we also be like all the na- 
tions; and that our king may judge u&y 
and go out before us, and fight our 
battles. 

21 And Samuel heard all the words 
of the people, and he rehearsed tiiem 
b^ore the Lord. 

22 And the Lord said to Sanmel, 
Hearken to their vmoe, and make 
them a king. And Samuel said to the 
men of Israel, Gk> ye every BHto to 
his dty. 



CHAPTEE IX. 

J^OW THERE WAS A MAN of Benja- 
min, whose name was Kish, the 
son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the 
son of Bechorath, the son of Aphtah, 
the son of a man a Jaminite [or a 
Beiyamite], a warrior of valour. 

2 And he had a son, whose name 
was Saul, a choice young man, and a 
goodly ; and there was not among the 
children of Israel a goodlier man tlian 
he. From his shoulders and upward 
he was taller than any ef the people. 
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3 And the asses of Kish Saul's 
father were lost. And Kish said to 
Saul his son, Take now one of the 
servants with thee, and arise, go seek 
the asses. 

4 And he passed through the hill 
country of Ephraim, and iMissed 
throu^ the land of Shalisha^hut they 
found them not. Then they passed 
through ^e land of Shsdim, and there 
they were not. And he passed 
through the land of the Jaminites, 
bi:^ they found them not. 

5 And when they were oome to the 
land of Zuph, Saul said to his ser- 
vant that was with him, Come and 
let us return ; lert my father leave 
caring for the asses, and fear for us. 

6 And he said to him ; Behold now, 
there is in this city a man of Grod, and 
he is a man to be honoured. All ihai 
he sakh ccHneth surely to pass. Now 
let us go thUher; peradventure he can 
shew us our way that we should go. 

7 Then said Saul to his servant. But, 
behold, if we go, what shall we bring 
the man ? For the bread is ^>ent in 
oar vessels, and there is not a present 
to bring to the man of Gknl. What 
have we? 

8 And the servant answered Saul 
again, and said. Behold, I happen to 
have in my hand the fourth part of a 
Shekel of silver. That will I give to 
the man of God, to tell us our way. 

9 (Beforetime in Israel, when a man 
went to inquire of G-od, thus he spake. 
Come, and let us go to the seer : for 
a Prophet of to-day was beforetime 
called a Seer.) 

10 Then said Saul to his servant. 
Well said ; come, let us go. So they 
went to the city where the man of God 
was. 

11 And as they went up the hill* 



road to the city, they found young 
nmidens going out to draw water, and 
said to them. Is the seer here? 

12 And they answered them, and 
said. He is. Behold, he is before 
you. Make haste now, for he came 
to-day toihe <aty; for there is a sacri- 
fice of the people today on the High 
Place [or Altar.] 

18 As soon as ye come hito the city, 
ye shall stoaightway find him, before 
he go up to the High Place to eat. 
For the people will not eat until he 
come, because he doth bless the sacri- 
fice; and afterwards they that be bid- 
den will eat. Now therefore get you 
up ; for about this time ye will find 
him. 

14 And they went up into the dty. 
And when they were come into the 
city, behold, Samuel came out against 
them, to go up to the High Place. 

15 Now the Lord had revealed to 
Samuel a day before Saul came, saying, 

16 ToHoaorrow about this time I will 
send to thee a man out of the land of 
Benjamin, and thou shalt anoint him 
to be captain over my people Israel, 
that he may save my people out of the 
hand of the Philistines. For I have 
looked upon my people, because their 
cry is come unto me. 

17 And when Samuel saw Saul, the 
LoBD said to him. Behold the man 
whom I spake to thee of ! This man 
shall rule over my people. 

18 Then Saul drew near to Samuel 
in the city gate, and said, Tell me, I 
pray thee, where the seer's house is. 

19 And Samuel answered Saul and 
said, I am the seer. Go up before 
me to the High Place. For ye shall 
eat with me to-day, and to-morrow I 
will let thee go, and will ^11 ihee all 
thaA is in thy heart ^^^S^ 
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20 And as for thine asses that were 
lost three days ago, set not thy heart 
on t^em ; for tl^y are found. And 
on whom is all the desire of Israel? 
Is it not on thee, and on thy lather^s 
hoose ? 

21 And Sani answered and said, 
Am not I a Benjamite, of the smallest 
of the tribes of Israel? and my fami- 
ly the least of all the families of the 
tribe of Beojamin? Wherefore then 
speakest thoa so to me? 

22 And Samuel took Saul and his 
servant, and brought them into the 
diamber, and gaye to them a place at 
the head of them that were bidden, 
who were about thirty men. 

23 And Samuel said to the oook, 
Bring the portion which I gave thee, 
of which I said unto thee, Set it by 
thee 

24 And. the cook took up the leg, 
and that which was upon it, and set 
it before Saul, And [Samuel] said, 
Behold that which is left ! Set it be- 
fore thee, and eat. For unto this ap- 
pointed time, hath it been kept for 
thee since I said, I have invited the 
people. So Saul did eat with Samuel 
that day. 

25 And when they were come down 
from the High Place into tl» city, he 
spake with Saul upon the roof of the 
house. 

26 And they arose early. And it 
came to pass as daybreak arose, that 
Samuel called to Saul on the roof of 
the house, saying. Up, that I may 
send thee away. And Saul arose, 
and they went out both of them, he 
and Samuel, abroad. 

27 And as they were going down to 
the end of the city, Samuel said to 
Saul, Bid the servant pass on before 
us, (and he passed on,) but stand thou 



still a while, that I may show thee the 
word of Gfod. 

CHAPTER X. 

YHEN Samuel toc^ a vial of oil, and 
poured it on his head and kissed 
him, and said. Is it not that the Lord 
hath anointed thee to be captain over 
his inheritance? 

2 When thou art departed from me 
to-day, then thou shalt find two men 
by Rachers sepulchre in the border of 
Benjamin at Z^ah; and they will say 
to thee. The asses which thou went- 
est to seek are found; and lo, thy 
father hath left the care of the asses, 
and feareth for you, saying. What 
shall I do for my son? 

3 Then shalt thou go on forward 
from thence and beyond ; and thoa 
shah come to the Oak of Tab(Hr, and 
there shall meet thee three meowing 
up to GKkI to Bethel, one carrying 
three kkis, and another carrying thred 
circular loaves of bread, and another 
carrying a bottle of wine. 

4 And they will salute thee, and 
give thee two loaves of bread; which 
thou shalt receive from their hands. 

5 After that thou shalt come to the 
Gibeah [or Hill] of God, where is the 
garrison of the Philistines. And it 
shall come to pass, when thou art come 
thither to the city, that thou wilt meet 
a band of prophets coming down from 
the High Place with a psaltery, and a 
timbrel, and a pipe, and a harp, be- 
fore them ; and they will prophesy ; 

6 And the spirit of the Lord will 
come upon thee, and thouwUt prophe- 
sy with them, and wilt be turned into 
another man. 

7 And let it be, when these signs are 
come to thee, that thou do as thy 
hand shall find ; for God is with thee. 
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8 And thou shalt go down before me 
to Gilgal ; and behold I will come 
down to tiiee to offer up burnt off^- 
ingSy and to sacrifice sacrifices of peace 
(borings. Seven days shalt thou tar- 
ry, till I come to thee, and shew thee 
what thou shalt do. 

9 And it was so, that when he had 
turned his back to go from Samuel, 
God gave him another heart ; and all 
those signs came to pass that day. 

10 And when they came thither to 
Gibeah, behold, a band of prophets 
met him. And the spirit of God 
came upon him, and he prophesied 
among them. 

11 And it came to pass, when all 
ih&t knew him beforetime saw that, 
behdd, he prophesied with the proph- 
ets, then the people said to one 
another. What is this that b come 
unto the son of Kish? Is Said also 
among the prophets ? 

12 And one of the same place an- 
swered and said. But who is their 
father? Therefore it became a pro- 
verb. Is Saul among the prophets ? 

13 And when he had made an end 
of prophesying, he came to the High 
Place. 

14 And Saul's uncle said to him and 
to his servant. Whither went y^? 
And he said. To seek the asses ; and 
when we saw that they were no 
where we came to Samuel. 

15 And Saul's unde said, Tell me, 
I pray thee, what Samuel said to 
you. 

16 And Saul said to his uncle, He 
told us plainly that the asses were 
found. But of the matter of the 
kingdom he told him not what Sam- 
uel had said. 



17 And Samuel ealled the people to- 
gether unto the LoBDto Mizpeh. 

18 And he said to the children of 
Israel, Thus saith the Jiitemal the G^ 
of Isnel, I brought up Israel oat of 
Egypt, and delivered you out of the 
hand of the Egyptians, and out of the 
hand of all the kingdoms of them 
that oppressed you. 

19 And ye have this day rejected 
your God, who himself saved you out 
of all your evils and your troubles ; 
and ye said to him. Nay, but set a 
king over us. Now therefore present 
yourselves before the Lord by your 
tribes, and by your thousands. 

20 And when Samuel had caused all 
the tribes of Israel to come near, the 
trib 3 of Benjamin was taken. 

21 When he had caused the tribe of 
Benjamin to come near by their fami- 
lies, the family of Matri was taken, 
and Saul the son of Kish was taken : 
and when they sought him he could 
not be found. 

22 Therefore they inquired of the 
LoBD farther, Hath the man yet 
come thither? And the LoBD an- 
swered, Behold, he hath hidden him- 
self among the baggage. 

23 And they ran and fetched him 
thence. And when he presented him- 
self among the people he was higher 
than any of the people from his 
shoulders and upward. 

24 And Samuel said to all the peo- 
ple, See ye him whom the Lord hath 
chosen, that there is none like him 
among all the people? And all the 
people shouted and said, May the 
king live. 

25 Then Samuel told the people the 
manner of the Kingdom, and wrote it 
in a book, and laid it up before the 
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Lord. And Samuel sent aU the 
people away, every man to his house. 

26 And Saul also went home to 
G-ibeah; and there went with him a 
band of men, whose hearts Gtod had 
touched. 

27 But the sons of Belial said, 
How dball this man save us? And 
they despised him, and brought him 
no present Bat he was as though 
he heard not. 

CHAPTER X[. 

THEN Nahash the Ammonite oaoie 
up, and encamped against Jabesh 
in Gilead. And all the men of Ja- 
besh said to Nahash, Make a cove- 
nant with us, and we will serve thee. 

2 And Nahash the Anunonite an* 
Bwered them. On this condition will I 
make a covenant with you, that I may 
thrust out all your right eyes, and 
that I lay it for a reproach upon all 
Israel. 

3 And the elders of Jabesh said to 
him, Give us seven days respite, that 
we may send messengers to all the 
boundaries of Israel; and then, if 
there be no man to save us, we will 
come to thee. 

4 Then came the messengers to 
Gibeah of Saul, and told the tidings 
in the ears of the people. And all 
the people lifted up their voices, and 
wept. 

5 And behold, Saul was coming af- 
ter the herd out of the field. And 
Saul said, What aileth the people 
that they weep ? And they told him 
l^e tidings of the men of Jabesh. 

6 And the spirit of God came upon 
Saul when he heard those tidings, and 
his anger was kindled greatly. 

7 And he took a yoke of oxen, and 
hewed tdiem in pieces, and sent them 



throughout all the boundaries of Is- 
rael by the hands of messengers, say- 
ing, Whoeoever oometfa not forih af- 
ter Saul and Samuel, so shall it be 
done to his oxen. And the fear of 
the LoBD fell on the pe<H>le, and they 
came out as one man. 

8 And when he mustered t^em in 
Besek, the children of Israel were 
three hundred thousand, and the men 
of Judah thirty. thousand. 

9 And they said to the messengers 
that came, Thus shall ye say to ihe 
men of Jabesh in Gilead, To-mor^ 
row when the sun is hot, ye shall have 
help. And the messengers came and 
shewed it to the men of JabeE^. And 
they were glad. 

10 Therefore the men ol Jabesh 
said, To^QQLiMrrow we will come out to 
you, and ye shall do with us all that 
is good in your eyes. 

11 And it was so on the morrow, 
that Saul put the people in three com- 
panies. And they came into die 
midst of the oamp in the morning 
watch, and slew the Ammonites un- 
til the heat of the day. And it came 
to pass that they which remained w^re 
scattered, so that two of them were 
not left together. 

12 And the people said to Samuel, 
Who is he that said. Shall Saul reign 
over us ? Bring the men that we may 
put them to death. 

13 And Saul said. There shall not 
a man be put to death this day ; for 
to-day the Lord hath wrought salva- 
tion in Israel. 

14 Then saidSamnel to the people, 
Oome, and let us go toGilgal, and re- 
new the Idngdom there. 

15 And all the people went to G-il- 
gal: and there they made Saul king 
before the Lo M ) in Gi lgal ; and there 
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they sacrificed sa(»rifices of peace offer- 
iags before ihe Lord. And there 
Saol and all the men of Israel rejoiced 
greatly. 

CHAPTER Xn. 

AND Samuel aaid to Israel, Behold, 
I have hearkened to your voice in 
all that ye said to me, and have made 
a king over you. 

2 And now, behold, the king walketh 
before yoo. And I am old and grey- 
h^Mled; and behold, my sons are 
with you. And I have walked be- 
fore you from my childhood unto this 
day. 

3 Bdiold, here I am. Witoess 
against me before the Lord and be- 
fore his an(Hnted, Whose ox have I 
taken ? or whose ass have I taken ? 
or whom have I defrauded? whom 
have I oppressed ? or from whose 
hand have I received any bribe to 
blind mine eyes therewi^? and I 
will restore it yoo. 

4 And they said, Thou hast not de- 
frauded us, im oppressed us, neither 
hast thou taken aught from any u^n's 
hand. 

5 And he said to them, the Lord is 
witness against you, and his anoint- 
ed is witness tUs day, that ye have 
not found aught in my hand. And 
they answered. He is wibnesa. 

6 And Samuel said to the people. 
It is the Lord tJiat made Moses and 
Aaron, «id that brought your fathers 
up out of the land of Egypt. 

7 Now therefore stand still, that I 
may reason mth you before the Lord 
of all the righteous acts of the Lord 
whidi he did to you and to your 
fathers. 

S When Jacob was eome into Egypt, 
and your fathers oiied to the Lord, 



then the Lord sent Moses and Aaron, 
who brought . forth your fathers out 
of Egypt, and made them dwell in 
this place. 

9 And when they forgot the Lord 
their Gk>d, he sold them into the hand 
of Sisera, captain of the army at 
Hazor, and into the hand of thePhiHs- 
tines, and into the hand of the king 
of Moab; and they fought against them» 

10 And they cried to the Lord, 
and said, We have sinned, because 
we have forsaken the Lord, and 
served Baal and Ashtaroth. But now 
deliver us out of the hand of our 
enemies, and we will serve thee. 

11 And the Lom) sent Jerubbaal, 
and the Danite [or Samson], and 
Jephthi^, and Samuel, and delivered 
you out of the hand of your enemies 
on every side, and ye dwelled safe.. 

12 And when ye saw that Nahash 
the king of the Children of Ammon 
came against you, ye said to me, Nay; 
but a king shall reign over us ; when 
the Lord your Gtod was your king. 

13 Now therefore, behold the king 
whom ye have chosen, and whom you 
ai^d ior ! And behold, t^e LoBJ> 
hath set a king over you. 

14 If ye will fear the Lord, and 
will serve him, and will obey his voice, 
and not rebel against the commands 
of the Lord, tlien shall both ye, and 
also iJie king that reigneth over yon, 
continue following the Lord your 
God. 

16 But if ye wiU not obey the voice 
of the Lord, but rebel against the 
commands of the Lord, then will the 
hand of the Lord be against you, as 
it was against your fathers. 

16 Now therefore stand and see this 
great thing, which* the LoRD^will do 
before your eyes. ^^y^^^S^^ 
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17 Is it not wheat harvest to-day ? 
I will call to the LoBD, and he will 
send thunder and rain ; that yon may 
peroeive and see that your wicked- 
ness is great, which ye have done in 
the sight of the LoBD, in asking for 
yourselves a king. 

18 So Samuel called to the LoBD ; 
and the Lord sent thunder and rain 
that day. And all the people great- 
ly feared the Lord and Samuel 

19 And all the people said to Sam- 
uel, Pray for thy servants unto the 
Lord thy Ood, that we die not. For 
we have added to all our sins evil to 
ask for ourselves a king. 

20 And Samuel said to the people, 
Fear not. ^e have done all this 
wickedness ; yet turn not aside from 
following the Lord, but serve the 
Lord with all your heart. 

21 And turn ye not aside after vain 
tilings, which cannot profit nor de- 
liver ; for they are vain. 

22 For the Lord will not forsake 
his people for his great name's sake ; 
because it hath pleased the Lord to 
make you his people. 

23 Moreover as tor me, it were 
wrong that I should sin against 
the Lord in ceasing to pray 
for you; but I will teach you 
the good and the right way. 

24 Only fear the Lord, and serve 
him in truth with all your heart : for 
consider how gre^t things he hath 
done for you. 

25 But if ye shall still do wickedly, 
ye will be cut off, both ye and your 
king. 

CHAPTER Xin. 

QAUL was [fifty] years old when he 
began to reign ; and when he had 
reigned two years over Israel, 



2 Saul chose him three thousand 
men of Israel; whereof two thou- 
sand were with Saul inMichmash and 
in the hill country of Beth-eL and a 
thousand were with Jonathan at 
Q-ibeah of Benjamin. And the rest 
of the people he sent every man to 
his tent. 

3 And Jonathan smote the garrison 
of the PhUistines that was at G-ibeah, 
and the Philistines heard of it. And 
Saul blew the trumpet through all the 
land, saying, Let those on the fur- 
ther side [of the Jordan] hear. 

4 And all Israel heard say that Saul 
had smitten the garrison of the Philis- 
tines, and that Israel also was had in 
abomination with the Philistines. And 
the people were called together after 
Saul to Oilgal. 

5 And the Philistines gathered them- 
selves together to fight with Israel, 
thirty thousand chariots, and six 
thousand horsemen, and people as the 
sand which is on the sea i^re in 
multitude. And they came up, and 
pitched in Miohmash, eastward from 
Beth-aven. 

6 When the men of Israel saw that 
they were in a difficulty, (for the peo- 
ple were distressed,) then tiie people 
did hide themselves in caves, and in 
thickets, and in rocks, and in ht^ 
towers, and in pits. 

7 But those from the further side 
crossed over the Jordan to the land 
of Oad and Gilead. As for Saul, 
he was yet in Oilgal, and all the peo- 
ple followed him trembling. 



8 And he tarried tteven days, aooord- 
ing to the set time that Samud had 
appointed. But Samuel came not to 
Oilgal ; and the people wei« being 
scattered from him. ^OOgle 
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9 And Saul said, Bring hither a 
bnrntroffering to me, and peace off- 
^nbags. And he offered np the burnt 
<^ruig. 

10 And it oame to pass, that as soon 
as he had made an end of offering up 
the burnt offering, behold, Samuel 
oftme ; and Saul went out to meet him, 
that he might bless him. 

11 And Samuel said, What hast 
tkoadone? And Saul said^ Because 
I saw that the people were being scat- 
tered f rmn me, and that thou camest 
not within the days appointed, and 
that the Philistines were gathering 
themselves together at Michmasch : 

V 12 Therefore said I, the Philistines 
will come down now upon me to Oil- 
gal, and I have not entreated the face 
of the Lord ; I forced myself there- 
fore, and offered up the burnt offisriDg. 

13 And Samuel said to Saul, Thou 
hast done foolishly. Thou hast not 
kept the command of the Lord thy 
God, which he commanded thee: for 
now would the Lord have established 
they kingdom upon Israel for erer. 

14 But now thy kingdom shall not 
continue. The Lord hath soaght for 
himself a man after his own heart; 
and the Lord hath commanded him 
to be a captain over his people, be- 
cause thou hast not kept what the 
Lord commanded thee. 



15 And Saul* arose, and got him 
up from Gilgal to Gibeah of Benja^ 
min. And Saul mustered the peo- 
ple that were found wiUi htm, about 
fiix hundred men. 

16 And Saul, and Jonathan his son, 
and the people that were found with 
them, abode in Gibeah of Benjamin ; 



^Amended fbr Samuel. 



but the Philistines encamped in Mich- 
mash. 

17 And the ploDderers came out of 
the camp of the Philistines in three 
companies. One company turned to 
the way that leadeth to Ophrah, unto 
the land of Shual : 

18 And another company turned the 
vray toBeth-horon ; and another com- 
pany turned to the way of the boun- 
dary that looketh to the valley of 
Zeboim toward the desert. 

19 Now there was no smith found 
throughout all the land of Israel ; for 
the Philistines said, Lest the He- 
brews make them swords or spears. 

20 But all the Israelites went down 
to the Philistines, to sharpen every 
man his plowshare, and his coulter, 
and his axe, and his mattock. 

21 (But there was a file for the edg^ 
es of the mattocks, and the coulters, 
and the three*pronged forks, and the 
axes, and to point the goads.) 

22 So it came to pass in the day of 
battle, that there was neither sword 
nor spear found in the hand of any 
of the people that were with Saul and 
Jonathan ; but with Saul and Jona- 
than his son was there found. 

23 And the garrison of the Philush 
tines went out to the passage at Mich- 
mash. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



NOW 



it came to pass upon a day, 
that Jonathan the son of Saul 
said to the young man that bare his 
armour, Come, and let us go over to 
the PhilistiDes' garrison, that is on 
the other side. But he told not big 
father. 

2 And Saul tarried in the uttermost 
part of Gibeah under [the rock of] 
Kmmon which is in Migron. And 
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the people that were mth him were 
about six hundred men ; 

3 And Ahiah, the son of Ahitub, I- 
chabod*s brother, the son of Phinehas, 
the son of Eli, the Lobd's priest 
in Shiloh, wearing an Ephod 
[or priestly robe]. And the people 
knew not that Jonathan was gone. 

4 And between the passages, by 
which Jonathan sought to pass over 
to the Philistines' garrison, there was 
a erag of rock on the one side, and a 
crag of rock on the other side. And the 
name of the one was Bozez, and the 
name of the other Seneh. 

5 The one crag was situate north- 
ward over against Michmash, and the 
other southward over against Gibeah. 

6 And Jonathan said to the young 
man that bare his armour, Come, 
and let us go over to the garrison of 
these uncircumcised ; it may be that 
the LoBD will work for us. For 
there is no hinderance to the Lord 
to save by many or by few, 

7 And his armour-bearer said to 
him. Do all that is in thy heart. 
Turn thee ; behold, I am with thee 
according to thy heart 

8 Then said Jonathan, Behold, we 
will pass over to the men, and we will 
discover ourselves to them. 

9 If they say thus to us, Tarry un- 
til we come to you; then we will 
stand still in our place, and will not 
go up to them. 

10 But if they say thus. Come up 
to us ; then we will go up. For the 
Lord hath delivered them into our 
hand ; and this shall be the sign to 
ucu 

11 And both of them discovered 
themselves to the garrison of the 
Philistines ; and the Philistines said. 
Behold, the Hebrews come forth out 



of the holes were they had hid them- 
selves. 

12 And the men of the garrison 
answered Jonathan and his armour- 
bearer, and said, Come up to us, and 
we will shew you a thing. And 
Jonathan said to his armour-bearer, 
Come up after me ; for the Lobd hath 
delivered them into the hand of Is- 
rael. 

13 And Jonathan climbed up upon 
his hands and upon his feet, and his 
armour-bearer after him; and they 
fell before Jonathan ; and his armour- 
bearer slew after him. 

14 And that first slaughter, which 
Jonathan and his armour-bearer made, 
was about twenty men, vrithin as it 
were the half of a field, which a yoke 
of oxen might plow. 

15 And there was trembling in the 
camp, in the field, and among all the 
people : the garrison, and the plun- 
derers, they also trembled, and the 
earth quaked ; so it was a trembling 
before Q-od. 

16 And the watchmen of Saul in 
Gibeah of Benjamin looked, and be- 
hold, the crowd melted away, and 
they went and were scattered. 

1*7 Then said Saul to the people 
that were with him. Muster now, and 
see who is gone from us. And when 
they had mustered, behold, Jonathan 
and his armour-bearer were not there. 

18 And Saul said to Ahiah, Bring 
hither the Ark of G^. For the Ark 
of God was at that time with the 
children of Israel. 

19 And it came to pass, while Saul 
talked to the priest, that ^e tumult 
that was in the camp of the Philis- 
tines went on and increased. 

20 And Saul said to the priest. 
Withdraw thy hand. And Saul and 
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all the people that were with hun were 
called together, and they came to the 
battle. And behold, every man's 
sword was against his fellow, in very 
great confosion. 

21 Moreover the Hebrews that were 
with the Philistines before that time, 
who went up with them into the camp 
from round about, even they also 
turned to be with the Israelites that 
were with Saul and Jonathan. 

22 Likewise all the men of Israel 
which had hid themselves in the hill 
country of Ephraim, when they heard 
that the Philistines fled, even they 
also followed hard after them in the 
battle. 

23 So the LoBD saved Israel that 
day. But the battle passed over to 
Beth-aven. 

24 And the men of Israel were dis- 
tressed that day ; for Saul had ad- 
jured the people, saying, Cursed be 
the man that eateth any food until 
evening, and I shall have been aveng- 
ed on mine enemies. So none of the 
people tasted any food. 

25 And all they of the land came 
to wood ; and there was honey upon 
the face of the field. 

26 And when the people were come 
into the wood, behold,- the honey 
flowed ; but no man put his hand to 
his mouth ; for the people feared the 
oath. 

27 But Jonathan had not heard 
when his father charged the people 
with the oath. Therefore he put 
forth the end of the staff that was in 
his hand, and dipped it in a honey- 
comb, and put his hand to his mouth ; 
and his eyes were enlightened. 

28 Then answered one of the peo- 
ple and said, Thy father strictly 
charged the people mth an oath, say- 



ing, Cursed be the man that eateth 
any food this day. And the people 
were faint. 

29 Then said Jonathan, My father 
hath troubled the land. See, I pray 
you, how mine eyes have been en- 
lightened, because I tasted a little of 
this honey. 

30 How much more, if haply the 
people had eaten freely to-day of the 
spoil of their enemies which they 
found ? For had there not been now 
a much greater slaughter among the 
Philistines ? 

31 And they smote the Philistines 
that day from Michmashto Ajalon. 
And the people were very faint. 

32 And the people rushed upon the 
spoil, and took sheep, and oxen, and 
calves, and slew them on the ground. 
And the people did eat with the blood. 

33 And they told Saul, saying, Be- 
hold, the people sin against the Lord 
in that they eat with the blood. And 
he said, Ye have dealt treacherously. 
Eoll a great stone unto me this day. 

34 And Saul said, Scatter your- 
selves among the people, and say to 
them, Bring hither to me every man 
his ox, and every man his sheep, and 
slay them here, and eat ; and sin not 
against the LoBD in eating with the 
blood. And all the people brought 
every man his ox with him that night, 
and slew them there. 

35 And Saul built an altar unto the 
LoBD. The same was the first altar 
that he built unto the Lord. 

36 And Saul said, Let us go down 
after the Philistines by night and 
plunder them until the morning light, 
and let us not leave a man of them. 
And they said, Do whatsoever is good 
in thine eyes. Then said the priest, 
Let us draw near hither unto God. 
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37 And Saul asked counsel of Q-od, 
Shall I go down after the Philistines? 
Wilt thou deliver them into the hand 
of Israel? Bat He answered him not 
that day. 

38 And Saul said, Draw near hith- 
er, all ye pillars of the people , and 
know and see wherein this sin hath 
been this day. 

39 For, as the Lord the saviour of 
Israel liveth, though it be in Jona- 
than my son, he shall surely die. 
But there was not a man among all. 
the people that answered him. 

40 Then said he to all Israel, Be 
ye on one side, and I and Jonithin 
my son will be on the other side. Anl 
the people said to Saul, Do what 
seemeth good unto thee. 

41 Then Saul said to the Lord, O 
G-oi of Israel, let [the lot] declare the 
truth. And Saul and Jonathan were 
taken : but the people escaped. 

42 And Saul said, Cast [lots] be- 
tween me and Jonathan my son. And 
Jooathau was taken. 

43 Then said Saul to Jonathan, 
Tell me what thou hast done. And 
Jonathan told him, and said, I did 
but taste a little honey with the end 
of the staff that was in my haad> and 
lo, I must die. 

44 And Saul answered, God do so 
and more also ; for thou shalt surely 
die, Jonathan. 

45 And the people said to Saul, 
Shall Jonathan die, who hath wrought 
this great salvation in Israel ? It 
were wrong; as the Lord liveth, 
there shall not one hair of his head 
fall to the ground. Forhe had wrought 
with God this day. So the people 
rescued Jonathan, that he died not. 

46 Then Saul went up from follow- 



ing the Philistines : and the Philis- 
tines went to their own place. 

47 So Saul took the kingdom over 
Israel, and fought against all his 
enemies on every side against Moab, 
and against the Children of Ammon, 
and against the kings of Zobah, and 
against the Philistines ; and whither- 
soever he turned himself, he punish- 
ed them. 

48 And he did mighty acts, and 
smote the Amilekites, and delivered 
Israel out of the hands of them t^at 
plundered them. 

49 Now the sons of Saul were Jona- 
than, and Ishui, [or Ish-baal] and 
Melchi-shaa. And the names of his 
two daughters were these; the name 
of the first-born Merab, and the name 
of the younger Michal. 

50 And the name of SauPs wife 
was Abinoam, the daughter of Ahi- 
maaz; and the name of the captain of 
the host was Abner, the son of Ner, 
Saul's uncle. And Eish the father 
of Saul, and Ner the father of Ab- 
ner, were sons of Abiel. 

51 And the war was sore against the 
Philistines all the days of Saul, and 
when Saul saw any mighty man, or 
any son of valour, he took him to him- 
self. 



CHAPTER XV. 

gAMUEL also said to Saul, The Lord 
sent me to anoint thee to be king 
over his people, over Israel ; now 
therefore hearken thou to the voice 
of the words of the Lord. 

2 Thus saith the Lord of hosts; 
I took note of what Amalek did to 
Israel, what he laid upon him in the 
way, when he came up from l&gypt, 

3 Now go and smite the Amalekites, 
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and utterly destroy all that they have, 
and be not tender to them. 

4 And Saul called to the people, 
and mastered them in Telaim, two 
hundred thousand men on foot, and 
ten thousand men of Judah. 

5 And Saul oame to a city of 
Amalek, and laid wait in the valley. 

6 And Saul said to the Kenites, 
Go, depart, get you down from among 
the Amalekites, lest I destroy you with 
them. For ye shewed kindness to all 
the children of Israel, when they 
came up out of Lower Egypt So the 
Keuites departed from amoDg the 
Amalekites. 

7 And Saul «mote the Amalekites 
from Havikh until thou comest to 
Shur [or Pelusium], that is over 
against Egsrpt. 

8 And he toc^ Agag the kiag of 
the Amalekites alive, and destroyed 
the people with the edge of the 
sword. 

9 But Saul and the people spared 
Agag, and the best of the sheep, and 
of ihe oxen, and those of the second 
sort, and the lambs, and all that was 
good, and were not willing utterly to 
destr(>y them. But every thing that 
was vile and refuse, that they de- 
stroyed utterly. 

10 Then came the word of the Lord 
to Samuel, saying, 

11 It repenteth me that I have set 
up Saul to be king ; for he is turned 
back from following me, and hath not 
performed my commands. And it ! 
grieved Samuel ; and he cried to the I 
Lord all night. I 

12 And when Samuel rose early | 
to meet Saul in the morning, it was | 
told Samuel, saying, Saul came to 
Carmel, and behold, he set up for 
himself a way-mark, and he hath 



made a circuit, and passed over [the 
Jordan], and hath gone down to 
Gilgal. 

13 And Samuel came to Saul. And 
Saul said to him, Blessed be thou of 
the Lord. I have performed the 
command of the Lord. 

14 And Samuel said, What meaneth 
then this bleating of the sheep in 
mine ears, and Uie lowing of the oxen 
which I hear? 

15 And Saul said, They have 
brought them from the Amalekites. 
For the people spared the best of the 
sheep and of the oxen, for a sacrifice 
unto the Lord thy God ; and the rest 
we have utterly destroyed. 

16 Then Samuel said to Saul, Stay, 
and I will tell thee what the Lord 
hath said to me this night. And he 
said to him, Say on. 

1*7 And Samuel said, Though thou 
wast little in thine own sight, art 
thou not the head of the tribes of 
Israel, and the Lord anointed thee 
king over Israel ? 

18 And the Lord sent thee on a 
journey, and said, Go and utterly 
destroy the sinners the Amalekites, 
and fight against them until they be 
consumed. 

19 Wherefore then didst thou not 
obey the voice of the Lord, but 
didst rush upon the spoil, and didst 
evil in the eyes of the Lord. 

20 And Saul said to Samuel, Yea, 
I have obeyed the voice of the Lord, 
and have gone in the way which the 
Lord sent me, and have brought 
Agag the king of Amalek, and have 
destroyed the Amalekites. 

21 But the people took of the spoil, 
sheep and oxen, the chief of the 
things doomed to be destroyed, to 
sacrifice to the Lord thy God in Gilgal. 
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22 And Samuel said, Hath the LoBD 
delight in burnt offerings and 
sacrifices, as in obedience to the voice 
of the Lord ? Behold, to obey is 
better than sacrifice, and to hearken, 
than the fat of rams. 

23 For rebellion is as the sin of 
witchcraft, and stubbornness is as 
idolatry and Teraphim [or Images]. 
Because thou hast rejected the word 
of the Lord, he also will reject thee 
from being king. 

24 And Saul said to Samuel, I have 
sinned. For I have transgressed the 
command of the Lord, and thy 
words ; because I feared the people, 
and obeyed their voice. 

25 Now therefore, I pray thee, 
pardon my sin, and return with me, 
that I may worship the Lord. 

26 And Samuel said to Saul, I will 
not return with thee. For thou hast 
rejected the word of the Lord, and 
the Lord will reject thee from being 
king over Israel 

27 And as Samuel turned about to 
go away, he laid hold on the skirt of 
his mantle, and it rent. 

28 And Samuel said to him. The 
Lord hath rent the kingdom of Israel 
from thee this day, and hath given it 
to a neighbour of thine, that is bet- 
ter than thou. 

29 And also the Strength of Israel 
will not lie nor repent. For he is not 
a man, that he should repent. 

30 Then he said, I have sinned. 
Yet honour me now, I pray thee, be- 
fore the elders of my people, and be- 
fore Israel, and return with me, that 
I may worship the LoRD thy God. 

31 So Samuel returned after Saul ; 
and Saul worshipped the Lord. 

32 Then said Samuel, Bring ye 
hither to me Agag the king of the 



Amalekites. And Agag came to him 
with joy. And Agag said. Surely 
the bitterness of death is removed. 

33 But Samuel said. As thy sword 
hath made women childless, so shall 
thy mother be childless among 
women. And Samuel hewed Agag 
in pieces before the Lord in G-ilgal. 

34 Then Samuel went to Ramah ; 
and Saul went up to his house in 
Gibeah of Saul. 

35 And Samuel came no more to 
see Saul until the day of his death ; 
for Samuel was sorry about Saul. 
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the Lord said to Samuel, How 
long wilt thou be sorry about 
Saul, seeing I have rejected him from 
reigning over Israel ? Fill thy horn 
with oil, and go, I will send thee to 
Jesse the Beth-lehemite ; for I have 
provided me a king among his sons. 

2 And Samuel did that which the 
Lord spake ; and he came to Beth- 
lehem. Aa4 the elders of the town 
trembled at meeting him, and said, 
Comest thou ^aceably? 

3 And he said. Peaceably. I am 
come to sacrifice unto the Lord. 
Sanctify yourselves, and come with 
me to sacrifice. And he sanctified 
Jesse and his sons, and called them 
to the sacrifice. 

4 And it came to pass, when they 
were come, that he saw Eliab, and 
said. Surely the anointed of the Lord 
is before him. 

5 But the Lord said to Samuel, 
Look not on his countenance, or on 
the height of his stature: because I 
have refused him. For it is not 
what man seeth. For man looketh 
on the eyes, but the Lord looketh on 
the heart. ^'9'*'^^^ ^y L^OOgle 
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6 Then Jesse called Abinadab, atid 
made him pass before Samuel. And 
he said, Neither hath the LoBD 
chosen this one. 

7 Then Jesse made Shammah to 
pass by. And he said, Neither hath 
the Lord chosen this. 

8 Again, Jesse made seven of his 
ftons to pass before Samuel. And 
Samuel said to Jesse, the LoBD hath 
not chosen these. 

9 And Samuel said to Jesse, Are 
there alF the young men? And he 
said, There remaineth yet the young- 
esty and behold, he keepeth the sheep. 
And Samuel said to Jesse, Send and 
fetch him. For we will not go away 
till he come hither. 

10 And he sent and brought him 
in. Now he was red-haired, and 
idthal of beautiful eyes, and goodly 
to lo<^ at. And the Lord said, 
Arise, anoint him ; for this is he. 

11 Then Samuel took the horn of 
<h1, and anointed him in the midst 
of his brethren. And the spirit of 
the Lord xuune upon David from that 
day forward. So Samuel rose up, 
and went to Bamah. 

12 But the spirit of the Lord de- 
parted from Saul, and an evil spirit 
from the Lord troubled him. 

13 And Saul's servants said to him, 
Behold now, an evil spirit from Gh)d 
tronbleth thee. 

14 Let our lord now command thy 
servants, who are before thee, to seek 
out a man who is a skillful player on 
the harp. And it shall come to pass, 
when the evil spirit from God is 
upon thee, that he shall play with 
his hand, and thou wilt be well. 

15 And Saul said to his servants. 
Provide me now a man that can play 
well, and bring him to me. 



16 Then answered one of the young 
men and said. Behold, I have seen a 
son of Jesse the Beth-lehemite, that 
is skillful in playing, and a mighty 
valiant man, and a man of war, and 
prudent in matters, and a comely 
person, and the Lord is with him. 

17 Therefore Saul sent messengers 
to Jesse, and said. Send me David 
thy son, who is with the sheep. 

18 And Jesse took an ass laden 
with bread, and a bottle of wine, 
and a kid of the goats, and sent 
them by the hand of David his son to 
Saul. 

19 And David came to Saul, and 
stood before him. And he loved him 
greatly. And he became his armour 
bearer. 

20 And Saul sent to Jesse, saying, 
Let David, I pray thee, stand before 
me ; for he hath found favour in my 
sight. 

21 And it came to pass, when the 
spirit from God was upon Saul, that 
David took a h^rp, and played with 
his hand. So spirit came on Saul, 
and he was well, and the evil spirit 
departed from him. 



CHAPTEB XVn. 

^OW THE PHILISTINBS gathered 
closely together their armies to 
battle, and were gathered together 
atSochoh, which belongeth to Judah, 
and pitched between Sochoh and 
Azekah, in Ephes-dammim. 

2 And Saul and the men of Israel 
were gathered together, and pitched 
in the valley of Blah, and set the 
battle in array against the PhiUstines. 

3 And the Philistines stood on a 
mount on the one side, and Israel 
stood on a mount on the other side* 
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And there was a low ground between 
them. 

4 And there went out a champion 
out of the camp of the Philistines, 
named Goliath, of G-ath, whose height 
was six cubits and a span, 

5 And he had a helmet of copper 
upon his head, and he was clothed 
with a coat of mail with scales ; and 
the weight of the coat of maU was 
five thousand Shekels [or one hundred 
and fifty pounds] of copper. 

6 And he had greaves of copper 
upon his legs, and a javelin of copper 
between his shoulders. 

7 And the staff of hb spear was 
like a weaver's beam ; and his spear's 
head was of six hundred Shekels of 
iron. And one bearing a shield went 
before him. 

8 And he stood and called to the 
ranks ot I»ael, and said to them, 
Why are ye come out to set your 
battle in array ? Am I not a Philis- 
tine, and ye servants to Saul ? Choose 
ye a man for yourselves^ and let him 
come down to me. 

9 If he be able to fi^twith me, 
and to kill me, then will we be your 
servants. But. if I prevail against 
him, and kill him, then shall ye be 
our servants, and serve us. 

10 And the Philistine said, I defy 
the army of Israel this day. Give 
me a man, that we may fight together. 

11 And Saul and all Israel heard 
those words of the Philistine, and they 
were dismayed, and greatly afraid. 

12 Now David was the son of that 
Ephrathite of Beth-lehem in Judah, 
whose name was Jesse. And he had 
eight sons : and the man went among 
men for an old man in the days of 
Saul. 

13 And the three eldest sons of Jes- 



se went and fc^owed Saul to the bat- 
tle. And the names of his three 
sons that went to the battle were 
Eliab the firstborn, and next iuit& 
him, Abinadab, and the third Sham- 
mah. 

14 And David was the youngest. 
And the three ddest f<^wed Saul* 

15 And the Philistine drew near 
morning and^ evening, and presented 
himselfs forty days. 

16 And Jesse said to David kis son. 
Take now for thy brethren an fiphaih 
[or Bushel] of this parched oom, and 
these ten loaves, and run to the camp 
to thy brethren. 

1*7 And carry tiiese ten slioeB (^ 
cheese to the captain of their thou- 
sand, and look after the welfare of 
thy brethren, and fetch their pledge. 

18 Now Saul, and ihie^, and aU the 
men of Ln«el, were in the va^ey <^ 
Elah, fighting with the Philistines. 

19 And David rose up early in the 
morning, and left the cheep with a 
keeper, and tock and went, as Jesse 
had commanded him. And he came 
to the barrier of wagons as the host 
was going forth to form ranks ^ ani 
they shouted for tdie battle. 

20 For Israel and the Philiatnies 
had put themselves in array, ramk 
against rank. 

21 And David left behind his bag- 
gage in the hand of the keeper of the 
baggage, and ran into the ranks, and 
saluted his brethren. 

22 And as he came and talked with 
th^n, behdd there came up the cham- 
pion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath 
by name, out of the ranks of the 
Philistines, and spake according to 
the same words. And David heard 
them. 

23 And all tlie men of Israd, when 
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tliey saw the unui, ied from him, 
and were afraid. 

24 And the men of Israel said, 
Have ye seen this man that is come 
up? Sorely to defy Israd is he come 
up. And it ^lall be, that the man 
who killeth him, the king will enrich 
him mtk great riches, and will give 
him his daughter, and make his 
father's house free in Israel. 

25 And David spi^ to the men 
that stood by him, saying, What 
shall be done to the man thi^ killetii 
this Philistme, and taketh away the 
reproach from Israel ? For who is 
this Philistine, liiat he i^ould defy 
the army of the living Gtxl ? 

26 And the people answered him 
after tliis manner, saying. So shall it 
be done to the man that killeth him. 
And Eliab his eldest brother heard 
when he ^Nike to the men. 

27 And Eliab's anger was kindled 
agunst David, and he said, 
Why oomest thou down hither? 
And with whom hast thou left 
tiioee few sheep in the desert? 
rknow thy pride, and the naugh^- 
Deas of thy heart Ibr thou art come 
down that thou mightest see the battle. 

28 And David said, What have I 
now done? Is not this a cause? 

29 And he turned away from him 
toward another, and spake after the 
same manner. And the people 
answered him again after the former 
manner. 

30 And when the words were heard 
which David spake, they rehearsed 
them before Saul. And he sent for 
him. 

31 And David said to Saul, Let no 
man's heart fail because of him; 
thy servant will go and fight with this 
IHdlistine. 



32 And Saul said to David, Thou 
art not able to go against this Philis- 
tine to fight with him. For thou art 
but a lad, and he a man of war from 
his youth. 

33 And David said to Saul, Thy 
servant kept his father's sheep, and 
there came a lion, and with him a bear^ 
and he took a lamb out of his flock: 

34 And I went out after him, and 
smote him, and delivered it out of his 
mouth. And when 1^ rose against 
me, I caught him by his beard, and 
smote him, and slew him. 

35 Thy serviudt dew both the lion 
and the bear. And this Philistine 
shall be as one of them, seeing he 
haUi defied the army of the tinng God. 

36 David said moreover. The Lobd 
who delivered me out of the paw of 
the lion, and out of the paw of ^ 
bear, he will deliver me out of the 
hand of this Philistme. And Saul 
said to David, Go, and the Lord be 
with thee. 

37 And Saul clothed David with his 
own garments, and he pot a helmet 
of copper upon his head ; also he 
clothed him with a coat of mail. 

88 And David girded his sword iq^ 
an his garments, and he endeavoured 
to go: for he had not tried. And 
David said to Saul, I cannot go with 
these : for I have not tried. And 
David put them off him. 

39 Aiid he took his staff in his 
hand, and chose him five smooth 
stones out of the brook, and put them 
in a shei^erd's bag which he had, and 
in a scrip ; aod his sling was in his 
hand. And he drew near the Philis- 
tines. 

40 And the Philistine came on and 
drew near to David ; and the man 
that bare the shield went before him. 
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41 And when the Philistine looked 
about, and saw David, he despised 
him. For he was but a youth, and 
red-haired, with a beautiful counte- 
nance. 

42 And the Philistine said to David, 
Am I a dog, that thou comest to me 
with staves? And the Philistine 
cursed David by his gods. 

43 And the Philistine said to David, 
Gome to me, and I will give thy flesh 
to the fowls of the air, and to the 
beasts of the field. 

44 Then said David to the Philis- 
tine, Thou comest to me with a sword, 
and with a spear, and with a javelin. 
But I come to thee in the name of the 
LOBD of hosts, the G-od of the army 
of Israel, whom thou hast defied. 

45 This day will the LoBD deliver 
thee into my hand; and I will 
smite thee, and take thy head from 
thee ; and I will give the carcass of 
the hosts of the Philistines this day 
to the fowls of the air, and to the 
wild beasts of the earth ; that all the 
earth may know that there is a G-od in 
Israel. 

46 And all this assembly shall 
know that the Lord saveth not with 
sword and spear. For the battle is 
the LoBD*s, and he will give you into 
our hands. 

47 And it came to pass, when the 
Philistine arose, and came and drew 
mgh to meet David, that David has- 
tened, and ran toward the army to 
meet the Philistine. 

48 And David put his hand in his 
bag, and took thence a stone, and 
slang it, and smote the Philistine in 
his forehead, that the stone sunk in- 
to his forehead. And he fell upon 
his face to the earth. 

49 And David ran, and stood upon 



the Philistines, and took his sword, 
and dr^w it out of its sheatib, and 
slew him, and cut off his head there- 
with. Ajid when the Philistines saw 
iheii warrior was dead, they fled. 

60 So David prevailed over the 
Philistine wih a sling and with a 
stone. And tibere was no sword in 
David's hand. 

51 And the men of Israel and of 
Judah arose, and shouted, and pur- 
sued the Philistines, until they came 
to the valley, and to the gates of Ek- 
ron. And the wounded of the Philis- 
tines fell down by the way to Shaa- 
rim, even to G-ath, and to Ekron. 

52 And the children of Israel re- 
turned from tlieir chasing after the 
Philistines, and they plundered their 
camp. 

53 And when Saul saw David go 
forth against the Philistine, he said 
to Abner, the captain of the host, Ab- 
ner, whose son is this youth ? And 
Abner said, As thy soul liveth, O 
king, I do not know. 

54 And the king said. Inquire thou 
whose son the stripling is. 

55 And as David returned from 
smiting the Philistine, Abner took 
him, and brought him before Saul 
with the head of the Philistine in his 
hand. 

56 And Saul said to him, Whose 
son art thou, thou young man ? And 
David answered, I am the son of thy 
servant Jesse the Beth-lehemite. 

CHAPTER xvm. 

A ND it came to pass, when he had 
made an end of speakinji: to Saul, 
that the soul of Jonathan was knit 
with the soul of David, and Jona-* 
than loved him as his own soul. 
2 And Saul took him that day, and 
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would let him go no more home to his 
father's house. 

3 Then Jonathan and David made 
a covenant,- because he loved him as 
his own soul. 

4 And Jonathan stripped himself of 
the robe that was upon him, and gave 
it to David, and his garments, even 
to his sword, and to his bow, and to 
his belt. 

5 And David went out whitersoever 
Saul sent him. He behaved himself 
wisely; and Saol set him over the 
men of war ; and he was accepted in 
ihe sight of all the people, and also 
in the sight of Saul's servants. 

6 And it came to pass as they came, 
when David was returned from smit 
ing the Philistine, that the women 
came out of all the cities of Israel, 
singing and dancing, to meet Saul, 
with timbrels, with joy, and with 
musical triangles. 

7 And the women sang in answers 
as they played, and said, Saul hath 
slain his thousands, and David his ten 
thousands. 

8 And Saul was very wroth, and 
Uiat saying displeased him; and he 
said, They have given to David ten 
thousands, and to me they have given 
but thousands. And what can he 
have more but the kingdom? 

9 And Saul had an eye on David 
from that day and forward. 

10 And it came to pass on the mor- 
row, that the evil spirit from God 
came upon Saul, and he prophesied 
in the midst of the house. And David 
played on the harp with his hand, as 
at other times. And there was a 
spear in SauFs hand. 

11 And Saul cast the spear, for he 
said, I will smite David even to the 



wall with it. And David avoided out 
of his presence twice. 

12 And Saul was afraid of the 
presence of David, because the Lord 
was with him, and was departed from 
Saul. 

13 Therefore Saul removed him 
from him, and made him his captain 
over a thousand. And he went out 
and came in before the people. 

14 A.nd David behaved himself wise- 
ly in all his ways : and the Lord was 
with him. 

15 Therefore when Saul saw that he 
behaved himself very wisely, he was 
in dread of his presence. 

16 But all Israel and Judah loved 
David because he went out and came 
in befor«) them. 

17 And Saul said to David, Behold 
my eldest dau^ter Merab, her will I 
give thee to wife. Only be thou 
valiant for me, and fight thb Lord's 
battles. For Saul said. Let not my 
handvbe upon him, but let the hand 
of the Philistines be upon him. 

18 And David said to Saul, Who 
am I ? And what is my life, or my 
father's family in Israel, that I 
should be son in law to the king ? 

19 But it came to pass at the time 
when Merab Saul's daughter should 
have been given to David, that she 
was given to Adriel the Meholathite 
to wife. 

20 And Saul's daughter Michal 
loved David. And they told Saul, 
and the thing pleased him. 

21 Therefore Saul said to David, 
Thou shalt this day be my son in law 
in one of the twain. And Saul gave 
him Michal his daughter to wife. 

22 And Saul saw and knew that the 
Lord was with David, and that Mi- 
chal Saul's daughter loved hi^C 
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23 And Saul was yet the more afraid 
of David ; and Saol beoame David's 
enemy all his days. 

24 Then the prinoes of the Philis- 
tines went forth [to battle] ; and it 
came to pass, whenever they went 
forth, that David behaved himself 
more wisely than all Saul's servants ; 
so that his name was much valued. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

^ND Saul spake to Jonathan his 
. son, and to all his servants, that 
they should kill David. 

2 But Jonathan SauVs son delight- 
ed much in David. And Jonatiban 
told David, saying, Saul my father 
seekethtoldll^ee. Now therefore, 
I pray thee, take heed to thyself in 
the morning, and abide in a secret 
place, and hide thyself. 

3 And I will speak with my father 
of thee: and what I see, that I will 
tell thee. 

4 And Jonathan spake good of 
David unto Saul his father, and said 
to him, Let not the king sin against 
his servant David ; because he hath 
not sinned against thee, and because 
his works toward thee have been very 
good. 

5 For he did put his life in his hand, 
and smote the Philistine : and the 
Lord wrought a great salvation for 
all Israel Thou sawest it, and didst 
rejoice. Wherefore then wilt thou 
sin against innocent blood, to slay 
David without a cause? 

6 And Saul barkened to the voice of 
Jonathan. And Saul sware. As 
the Lord liveth, he shall not be slain 

7 And Jonathan called David ; and I 
Jonathan showed him all these things. I 
And Jonathan brought David to Saul, | 



and he was in his presence, as in times 
past. 

8 And there was war again. And 
David went out, and fought with the 
Philistines, and soaote them with a 
great slaughter ; and they fled from 
before him. 

9 And the evil spirit from the Lord 
was upon Saul, as he sat in his house 
with his spear in his hand. 

10 And Saul sought to smite David 
even to the wall with the spear ; but 
he slipped away out of Saul's pres- 
ence. And he smote the spear into 
the wall. And David fled, and es- 
caped that night. 

11 Saul also sent messengers to 
David's house to watch him, and to 
slay him in the morning. And Mi- 
chal David's wife told him, saying. If 
thou save not thy life to-night, to- 
morrow thou wilt be slain. 

12 So Michal let David down 
through a window ; and he went, and 
fled, and escaped. 

13 And Michal took the Teraph [or 
image], and laid it in the bed, and 
put a pillow of goats' hair for his 
bolster, and covered it with a cloth. 

14 And when Saul sent messengers 
to David, she said. He is sick. 

15 And Saul sent the messengers to 
see David, saying, Bring him up to 
me in the bed, that I may slay him. 

16 And when the messengers were 
come in, behold, there was the Teraph 
in the bed, with a pillow of goats' 
hair for his bolster. 

17 And Saul said to Michal, Why 
hast thou deceived me so, and sent 
away mine enemy, that he escaped ? 
And Michal answered Saul, He said 
to me, Let me go ; why should I kill 
thee? 

Digitize d bv LjQ QQ IC 
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18 So David fled, and escaped, and 
came to Samael to Ramah, and told 
him all that Saul had done to him. 
And he and Samuel went and dwelt in 
Naioth. 

19 And it was told Saul, saying, 
Behold, David is in Naioth atRamah. 

20 And Saul sent messengers to take 
David. And when they siw the 
prophets prophesying, and Samuel 
standing as appointed over them, the 
spirit of Gtod was upon Saul's messen- 
gers, and they also prophesied. 

21 And when it was told Saul, he 
sent other messengers, and they also 
prophesied. And Saul sent'messengers 
agleda the third time, and they also 
prophesied. 

22 Then he went also himself to 
Ramah, and came to a great well that 
is in Sechu. And he asked, and 
said. Where are Samuel and David? 
And one said, Behold, they are in 
Naioth in Ramah ; and the spirit of 
God was upon him also, and he went 
on his journey, and prophesied, until 
he came to Naioth in Ramah. 

23 And he stripped off his clothes 
ako^ and prophesied before Samuel in 
like manner, and lay down > 11 that 
day and all that night. Therefore 
they say. Is Saul also among the 
prophets? 

CHAPTER XX. 

A ND David fled from Naioth in 
Ramah, and came and said be- 
fore Jonathan, What have I done? 
What is mine iniquity? And what is 
my sin before thy father, that he 
seeketh my life? 

2 And he said to him, It were 
wrong ; thou shalt not die. Behold, 

my father doeth nothing either great 
or small, but that he revealeth it to 



mine ear. And why should my father 
hide this thing from me? It will not 
be so. 

3 And David sware moreover and 
said. Thy fathei' certainly knoweth 
that I have found grace in thine eyes; 
and he saith, Let not Jonathan know 
this, lest he be grieved ; but truly as 
the Lord liveth, and as thy soul 
liveth, there is but a step between me 
and death. 

4 Then said Jonathan to David, 
Whatsoever thou askest, I will even 
do it for thee. 

5 And David said to Jonathan, Be- 
hold, to-morrow is new moon, and I 
should not fail to sit with the king 
at meat. But let me go, that I may 
hide myself in the field until the third 
day at evening. 

6 If thy father at all miss me, then 
say, David earnestly asked leave of 
me that he might run to Beth-lehem 
his city. For there is a yearly sacri- 
fice there for all the family. 

7 If he say thus, It is well ; thy 
servant will have peace. But if he 
be very wroth, then be sure that evil 
is determined by him. 

8 Therefore thou shalt deal kindly 
with thy servant : for thou hast brought 
thy servant into a covenant of 
God with thee. Notwithstanding, if 
there be in me iniquity, slay me thy- 
self ; for why now shouldest thou 
bring me to thy father ? 

9 And Jonathan said. It were wrong 
toward thee, if I should know certain- 
ly that evil is determined by my father 
to come upon thee, and I do not tell 
it thee? 

10 Then said David to Jonathan, 
Who shall td\ me ? Or what if thy 
father answer thee roughly ? 

11 And Jonathan said to David, 
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Gome, and let ns go oat in the field. 
And they went out both of them into 
the field. 

12 And Jonathan said to David, 
May the LoBD the Gt)d of Israel, 
when I have searched out from my 
father about this time to-morrow, or the 
third day, and behold, there be good 
toward David, and then send not to 
thee, and reveal it to thine ear; — 

13 May the LoRQ do so and much 
more to Jonathan. And if it please 
my father to do thee evil, I will also 
reveal it to thine ear, and send thee 
away, that thou mayest go in peace. 
And may the Lord be with thee, as 
he hath been with my father. 

14 And thou shalt not only while yet 
I live show me the kindness of God ; 
but also thou shalt not cut off 
thy kindness from my house for ever. 

15 So Jonathan made a covenant 
with David. 

16 And Jonathan caused David to 
swear again, because he loved him. 
For he loved him as he loved his own 
soul 

17 Then Jonathan said to him, To- 
morrow is new moon ; and thou wilt 
be missed, because thy seat will be 
empty. 

18 And when thou hast stayed to 
the third day, then thou shalt go 
down quickly, and come to the place 
where thou didst hide thyself on the 
day of the deed, and shalt remain by 
tlie stone EzeL 

19 And I will shoot three arrows on 
the side thereof, as though I shot at 
a mark. 

20 And behold, I will send a lad, 
[saying,] Go, find out the arrows. If 
I expressly say to the lad, Behold, the 
arrows are on this side of thee, take 
him, and come ; for there is peace to 



thee, and no hurt ; as the LoBD 
liveth. 

21 But if I say thus to the young 
man, Behold, the arrows are beyond 
thee; go, for the LoBD hath sent 
thee away. 

22 And as to the matter which I 
and thou have spoken of, behold, the 
Lord be between me and thee for 
ever. 

23 So David hid hunself in the field. 
And when the new moon was come, 
the king sat him down to meat, to 
eat. 

24 And the king sat upon his seat, 
as at other times, upon a seat by the 
wall ; and Jonathan stood ; and Ab- 
ner sat by Saul's side, and David's 
place was empty. 

25 Nevertheless Saul spake not any- 
thing that day ; for he thought, 
Something hath befallen him, he is 
not clean : surely he is not clean. 

26 And it came to pass on the mor- 
row, which was the second newmoon 
day, that David's place was empty. 
And Saul said to Jonathan his son« 
Wherefore cometh not the son of Jes- 
se to meat, neither yesterday, n5r to- 
day? 

27 And Jonathan answered Saul, 
David earnestly asked leave of me to 
go to Beth-lehem. 

28 And he said, Let me go, I pray 
thee : for our family hath a sacrifice 
in the city ; and my brother, he hath 
commanded me to be there. And 
now, if I have found favour in thine, 
eyes, let me slip away, I pray thee, 
and see my brethren. Therefore he 
cometh not to the king's table. 

29 Then SauPs anger was kindled 
against Jonathan, and he said to him, 
Thou son of perverse rebellion, do 
not I know thou hast chosen the son 
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of Jesse to thine owq shame, and to 
the shame of thy father's house. 

30 For as long as the son of Jesse 
hveth upon the gromid, thou and thy 
kingdom will not be established. 
Therefore now send and fetch him to 
me, for he is doomed to die. 

31 And Jonathan answered Saul 
his father, and said to him. Where- 
fore shall he be slain ? What has 
he done ? 

32 And Saul cast his spear at him 
to smite him. Thereby Jonathan 
knew that it was determined by his 
father to slay David. 

33 So Jonathan arose from the ta- 
ble in fierce anger, and did eat no 
meat the second newmoon day, For 
he was grieved for David, because his 
father had put him to shame. 

34 And it came to pass in the morn- 
ing that Jonathan went out into the 
field at the Ume appointed unto David, 
and a little lad with him. 

35 And he said to his lad, Run, find 
out now the arrows which I shoot. 
And as the lad ran, he shot an arrow 
to pass over him. 

36 And when the lad was come to 
the place of the arrow which Jona- 
than had shot, Jonathan cried after 
the lad, and said. Is not the arrow be- 
yond thee ? 

37 And Jonathan cried after the 
lad, Make speed, haste, stay not. 
And Jonathan's lad gathered up the 
arrows, and came to his master. 

38 But the lad knew not any thing; 
only Jonathan and David knew the 
matter. 

39 And Jonathan gave his weapons 
to the lad that was with him, and said 
to him, Go, carry them to the city. 

40 Ajs soon as the lad was gone, 
David arose from the south side, and 



fell on his face to the ground, and 
bowed himself three times. And 
they kissed one another and wept one 
with another, until David exceeded. 
41 And Jonathan said to David, Q-o 
in peace, forasmuch as we have sworn 
both of us in the name of the Eternal 
saying, God be between me and thee, 
and my children and thy children for 
ever. And he arose and departed. 
And Jonathan went into the city. 



CHAPTER XXL 

'PHEN came David to Nob to Ahi- 
melech the priest. And Ahi- 
melech was afraid on meeting David, 
and said to him, Why art thou alone, 
and no man with thee ? 

2 And David said to Ahimelech the 
priest. The king hath commanded me 
a business, and hath said to me. Let 
no man know any thing of the busi- 
ness whereabout I send thee, and 
what I have commanded thee. And 
I have made known to my servants 
such and such a place. — 

3 Now therefore what is under thy 
hand ? Give me five loaves of bread 
into my hand, or what there is to be 
found. 

4 And the priest answered David, 
There is no common bread under my 
hand, but there is holy bread. 

5 So the priest gave him holy bread. 
For there was no bread there but the 
shew bread, that had been taken from 
the presence of the Lord, to put hot 
bread on the day when this was taken 
away. 

6 Now a certain man of Saul's ser- 
vants was there that day, detained be- 
fore the Lord ; and his name was 
Doeg, an Edomite, the chiefest of the 
herdsmen that belonged to Saul 
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7 And David said to Ahimelech, 
And is there not here under thy hand 
«peaT or sword ? For I have neither 
brought my sword nor my weapons in 
my hand, because the king's business 
required haste. 

8 And the priest said, The sword of 
Ooliath the Philistine, whom thou 
fllewest in the valley of Elah, behold, 
it is here wrapped in a cloth behind 
the EiAod [or priestly dress]. If thou 
ivilt take that, take it : for there is 
no other save that here. And David 
said, There is none like that ; give it 
me. 

9 And David arose, and fled that 
day from before Saul, and went to 
Adiish the kmg of G^ath. 

10 And the servants of Achisoh said 
to him, Is not this David the king of 
the land ? Did they not sing one to 
another of Mm in dances, saying, Saul 
hath slai^is thousands, and David 
his ten thousands ? 

11 And David laid up these words in 
his heart, and was afraid of Achish 
the king of G-ath. 

12 And he changed his behaviour 
before them, and feigned himself mad 
in their hands, and scribbled on the 
doors of the city gate, and let his 
spittle fall down upon his beard. 

13 Then said Achish to his servants, 
Lo, ye see the man is mad. Where- 
of then have ye brought him to me ? 

14 Have I need of mad men, that 
ye have brought this man to play the 
mad man in my presence? Shall this 
man come into my house ? 

CHAPTER XXn. 

r\AVID therefore departed thence, 

and escaped to a cave n^ar Adul- 

1am. And when his brethren and all 



his father's house heard it, they weoA 
down thither to him. 

2 And every one that was in dis- 
tress, and every one that was in debt, 
and every one that was bitter of soul, 
gathered themselves unto him ; and ^ 
became a captain over them. And 
there were with him about four hon^ 
dred men. 

3 And David wentthenoe toMizpeh 
of Moab. And he said to the king 
of Moab, Let my father and my 
mother, I pray thee, come forth, and 
be with you, till I know what God 
will do with me. 

4 And he brought them before the 
king of Moab. And they dwelt with 
him all the while that David was in 
the fastness. 

5 And the prophet Q-ad said to 
David, Abide not in the fastness ; de- 
part, and getthes into the land of 
Judah. Then David departed, and 
came into the forest of Hareth. 

6 When Saul heard that David was 
discovered, and the men that were 
with him, (now Saul was sitting in 
Gibeah under a tamarisk tree in 
Ramah having his spear in his hand, 
and all his servants were standing 
about him ;) 

7 Then Saul said to his servants 
that stood about him, Hear now, ye 
Benjamites. Will the son of Jesse 
give to every one of you fields and 
vineyards? Will he make you all 
captains of thousands, and captains of 
hundreds ; 

8 That all of you have conspired 
against me, and no one revealed to 
mine ear that my son had made a 
league with the son of Jesse, and no 
one of you was sorry for me, or re- 
vealed to mine e^ that my son had 
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sturred ii|> my serrant against me, to 
lie in wait, as at this day ? 

9 Th/on ansvreredDoegthe Edomite, 
who was standing near the serrants 
of Saul, and said, I saw the son of 
Jesse coming to Nob, to Ahimeleeh, 
the son of AHtub. 

10 And he inquired of Grod for him, 
and gave him victoals, and gave him 
the sword of Goliath the Philistine. 

11 Then the king sent to call Ahi- 
meledi the priest, the son of Ahitub, 
and all his father's house, the priests 
that were in Nob. And they came 
all of them to the king. 

12 And Saul said, Hear now^ thou 
son of Ahitub. And he answered, 
Here I am my lord. 

13 And Saul said to him, Why 
hare ye conspired against me, thou 
and the son oi Jesse, in that thou 
hMt ffLvea him bread, and a sword, 
and hast inquired of God for him, 
tibat he should rise against me, to lie 
in wait, as at this day? 

14 Then Ahimelech answered the 
king, and said, And who is so faith- 
ful among all thy servants as David? 
And ha if the king's son in law, and 
ccmieih to tlity councils, and is honour- 
ed in thy house. 

15 Did I on that day begin to in- 
quire of God for 1dm ? It were 
wrcmg in me. Let not the king im- 
pute any thing to his servant, nor to 
all the house of my father. For thy 
servant knew notUng of all thid, less 
or more* 

16 And the kii^gsaid. Thou shalt 
sorely die, Ahimeleeb^ thou, and all 
thy father's house. 

17 And the king said to tfaas runners 
that 8tood about him, Turn, and slay 
the. priestB of the Lo(BD; because 

their hand also is with David, and be- 



cause* they knew when he fled, and 
did not reveal it to mine ear. But the 
servants of the king would not put 
forth their hand to fall upon the 
priests of the Lord. 

18 And the king said to Doeg, Turn 
thou, and fall upon the priests. And 
Doeg the Edomite turned, and he fell 
upon the priessts, and slew on that day 
eighty and five persons that did wear 
a linen Ephod. 

19 And Nob, the city ofthepriests, 
smote he with the edge of the sword. 

20 And one of the sons of Ahi- 
melech the son of Ahitub, named Abi- 
athar, escaped, and fled after David. 

21 'And Abiathartold David that 
Saul had slain the priests of the 

LOBD. 

22 And David said to Abiathar, I 
knew it in that day, when Doeg the 
Edomite was there, that he would 
surely tell SauL I have occasioned 
the death of all the persons of thy 
father's house. 

23 Abide thou with me, fear not. 
For he that seeketh my life seeketh 
thy life. But with me thou shalt be 
taken care of. 

CHAPTEE XXm. 

'PHEN they told David, saying. Be- 
hold, the Philistines are fighting 
against Keilah, and they are robbing 
the threi^ing-floors. 

2 Therefore David inquired of the 
LoBD, saying, Shall I go and smite 
these Philistines ? Ajid the LoBD 
said to David, Go and smite the 
Philistines, and save .Keilah. 

3 And David's men said to him, Be- 
hold, we are afraid here in Judah. 
How much more then if we come to 

Keilah against DiJfel^by^S^Qfl <^« 
Philistines. *^ 
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4 Then David inquired of theljOBD 
yet again. And the LoBD answered 
him and said, Arise, go down to Eei- 
lab ; for I will deliver np the i'hilis- 
tines into thy hand. 

5 So David and his men went to 
Keilah, and fought with the Philis- 
tines, and brought away their cattle, 
and smote them with a great slaugh- 
ter. So David saved the inhabitants 
of Keilah. 

6 And it came to pass, when Abi- 
athar the son of Ahimelech fled to 
David to Keilah, that he came down 
with an Ephod [or priestly dress] in his 
hand. 

7 And it was told Saul that David 
was come to Keilah. And Saul said, 
God hath thrown him off into my 
hand ; for he is shut in, by entering 
into a town that hath doors and cross- 
bars. 

8 And Saul called all the people to- 
gether to war, to go down to Keilah, 
to besiege David and his men. 

9 And David knew that Saul was 
plotting mischief against him^ and 
he said td Abiathar the priest, Reach 
hither the Ephod. 

10 Then said David, EtemalGknl 
of Israel, thy servant hath certainly 
heard that Saul seeketh to come to 
Keilah, to destroy the city for my sake. 

11 Will the men of Keilah deliver 
me up into his hand? WiH Saul 
come down, as thy servant hath heard? 
Eternal God of Israel, I beseech 
thee, tell thy servant. And the LoBD 
said, He will come down. 

12 Then said David, Will the men 
of Keilah deliver up me and my men 
into the hand of Saul ? And the 
Lord said, They will deliver thee up. 

13 Then David and his men, who 
were about six hundred, arose and de- 



parted out of Keilah, and went about 
whithersoever they could go. And it 
was told to Saul that David was es- 
caped from Keilah; but he forbare 
to go forth. 

14 And David abode in the desert 
in fastnesses, and abode in the hill 
country in the desert of Ziph. And 
Saul sought him every day, but God 
delivered him not into his hand. 

15 And David saw that Saul was 
come out to seek his life. And David 
was in the desert of Ziph in a thicket- 
camp. 

16 Then came up the Ziphites to 
Saul to Gibeah, saying, Dotli not 
David hide himself with us in the fast- 
ness in a thicket-camp, in tlie hill of 
Hachilah, which is on the south of 
the Wilderness ? 

17 Now therefore, O king, come 
down according to all the desire of thy 
soul ; and our part shall be to deliver 
him up into the king's hand. 

18 And Saul said, Blessed be ye of 
the LoBD ; for ye have compassion 
on me. 

19 Go, I pray you, pr^>are yet, and 
know and see his place where bis 
footstep is, and who hath seen him 
there. For it is told me that he 
dealeth very subtilefy. 

20 See therefore, and take knowl- 
edge of all the hiding-places where 
he hideth himself, and come y^ again 
to me with ike certainty, and 1 will 
go with you. And it shall come to 
pas9, if he be in the land, that I wfll 
search him out throughout all the 
thousands of Judah. 

21 And they arose, and went to 
Ziph before Saul. But David and 
his men were in the desert of Mami, 
in the Arabah [or Barren Talley] j on 
the south of the Wilderness. 
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22 Saul also and his men went to 
seek him. And they told David. 
Therefore he went to Sela [or Petra], 
and abode in the desert of Maon. 
And when Saul heard, he pursued af- 
ter David in the desert pf Maon. 

23 And Saul went on this side of 
the mountain, and David and his men 
on that side of the HiOuntain. And 
David made haste to get away from 
Saul's sight ; for Saul and his men 
surrounded David and his men to take 
them. 

24 But there came a messenger to 
Saul, saying, Haste thee, and come : 
for the Philistines have spread them- 
selves over the land. 

25 Therefore Saul returned from 
pursuing after David, and went 
against the Philistines. Therefore 
they called that place the Bock of 
Divisions [or Divided Rock]. 

26 And David went up from thence 
and dwelt in strong holds at Ain- 
gedi. 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

it came to pass, when Saul was 
returned from following the Philis- 
tineSy that it was told 1dm, saying, 
Behold, David is in the desert of Ain- 
gedi. 

2 Then Saul took three thousand 
chosen men out of all Israel, and 
went to seek David and his men ui)on 
the face of the rocks of the wild 
goats. 

3 And he came to the walled sheep- 
folds by the way, where was a cave. 
And Saul retired into the cave ; and 
David and his men were waiting in 
the back of the cave. 

4 And David's men said to him, Be- 
hold Ae day of which the LoBD said 
to ^ee, Behold^ I will deliver up 



AND 



thine enemy into thy hand, that thou 
mayest do to him as it shall seem good 
in tiiine eyes. Then David arose, and 
cut off the skirt of Saul's robe privi- 
5 And ho said to his men. It were 
wrong in me before Gtod that I should 
do this thing to my lord, the anointed 
of the Lord, to stretch forth my 
hand against him, seeing he is the 
anointed of the LoBD. 

6 So David stayed his men with 
these words, and suffered them not to 
rise against Saul. And Saul rose up 
out of the cave and went on his way. 

7 David also arose afterward, and 
went out of the cave, and cried after 
Saul, saying, My lord the king. And 
when Saul looked behind him, David 
stooped his face to the earth, and 
bowed himself. 

8 And David said to Saul, Where- 
fore hearkenest thou to men's words, 
who say. Behold, David seeketh thy 
hurt ? 

9 Behold, this day thine eyes have 
seen how the LoBD had delivered thee 
to-day into my hand in the cave. And 
some bade me to kill thee. But mine 
eye spared thee ; and I said, I will 
not put forth my hand against my 
lord : for he is the anointed of God. 

10 Moreover, my father, see, yea 
see the skirt of the robe in my hand. 
For in that I cut off the skirt of thy 
robe, and killed thee not, know thou 
and see that there is neither evil nor 
transgression in my hand, and I have 
not sinned against thee; yet thou 
huntest my soul to take it. 

11 May the Lord judge between 
me and thee, and the Lord avenge 
me of thee. But my hand shall not 
be upon thee.DigitizedbyLjOOglt 

12 As saith the proverb of the 
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ancient^iy ^Wickedness goeth forth 
from the wicked' ; but my hand shall 
not be upon thee. After whom is 
the king ol Israel come oat ? 

13 After whom dost thou pursue ? 
After a dead dog, after a single flea. 

14 The Lord therefore be judge, 
and do justice between me and thee, 
and see, and* plead my cause, and 
get justice forme from diyhand. 

15 And it came to pass, when Da- 
vid had made an end of speaking 
these words to Saul, that Saul said, 
Is this thy Yoiee, my son David? 
And Saul lifted up his voice, and 
wept. 

16 And he said to David, Thou 'art 
more righteous than I. For thou 
hast rewarded me with good, ndiereas 
I have rewarded thee with evil. 

17 And thou hast shewed this day 
how that thou hast dealt with me. 
Forasmuch as when the LoBD had 
delivered me up into thy hand thou 
didst not kill me. 

18 For if a man find his enemy, 
will he let him go well away ? There- 
fore may the Lord reward thee with 
good for what thou hast done to me 
this day. 

19 And now, behold, I know well 
that thou wilt surely be king, and that 
the kingdom of Israel will be estab- 
lished in thy hand. 

20 Swear now therefore unto me by 
the Lord, that thou wilt not cut off 
my children after me, and that thou 
wilt not destroy my name out of my 
father's house. 

21 And David sware unto Saul 
And Saul went home ; but David and 
his men got them up unto the strong 
hold. Then David arose, and went 
iown to the desert of Paran. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

MOW there was a man in Maon. 
whose business was in Carmel. 
And the man was very great, and he 
had three thousand sheep, and a 
thousand goats ; and he was shearing 
his sheep in CarmeL 

2 Now the name of the man was 
Nabal ; and the name of his wife Abi- 
gail. And she was a woman of good 
understaudiDg, and of a beautiful 
countenance, but the man was churlish 
and evil in his . doings; and he was a 
Calebite. 

3 And David heard in the desert 
that Nabal did shear his sheep. And 
David sent out ten young men ; and 
David said to the young men, Get you 
up to Carmel, and go to Nabal, and 
greet him in my name. 

4 And thus ^all ye say, Life and 
peace be to thee, and peace to thy 
house, and peace to all that thou hast. 

5 And now I have heard that thou 
hast shearers. Now thy shepherds 
who were with us, we hurt them not, 
neither was there aught missing Wto 
them, all the while they were in Car- 
meL 

6 Ask thy young men, and they will 
shew thee. Therefore let the young 
men find favour in thine eyes. For 
we come into a good day. Give, I 
pray thee, whatsoever thy hand 
Cometh upon to thy servants, and to 
thy son David. 

7 And when David's young men 
came, they spake to Nabal according 
to all those words in the name of Da- 
vid. 

8 And when they ceased, Nabal an- 
swered David's servant^ and said. 
Who is David ? And who is the son 
of Jesse ? There are many senwnts 
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now a days that break away eveiy 
man from his maiter. 

9 Shall I then take my bread, and 
my water, and my flesh that I have 
killed for my shearers, and give it to 
men, ?^om I know not whence they 
axe ? 

10 So David's young men turned 
tlieir way, and went again, and came 
and UAd him all those sayings. 

11 And David said to his men, Qird 
ye <m every man his sword. And 
they girded on every man his swbrd ; 
and David also girded on his sword. 
And there went up after David about 
four hundred men ; and two hundred 
rranained by the ba^ggage. 

12 But one of the young men told 
Abigail, Nabal's wife, saying. Be- 
hxM, David sent messengers out of 
the desert to bless our master ; and 
he railed on ^m. 

13 But the men have been very 
good to us, and we were not hurt, 
neither missed we any thing, as long 
as we wei^ about witili them> when 
we were in the fields. 

14 They were a rampart to us both 
by ni^t and day, all the days that we 
were mih them keeping the sheep. 

15 Now therefcnre know and oon- 
skier what thou wilt do ; for evil is 
detenmned against our master, and 
all his household. For he is such a 
son of Belial, that a man cannot speak 
to hioL 

16 Then Abigail made haste ; and 
took two hundred loaves, and two 
bottles of wine, and five sheep ready 
dressed, and five Se^hs [or a bushel 
and a quarter] of parched com, and 
a hundred cakes of raisins, and two 
hundred cakes of figs, and laid ihem 
on the asses. 

17 Andshe said to her servants, Gto 



on before me ; behold, I come after 
you. But she told not her husband 
Nabal. 

18 And it was so, as she rode on 
the ass, that she came down by the 
covert of the hill, and behold, David 
and his men came down against her ; 
and she met them. 

19 Now David had said. Surely in 
vdn have I guarded all that this man 
hath in the desert, so that nothing 
was missed that belonged to him. 
And he hath requited me evfl for good. 

20 So and more also do GK>d to the 
enemies of David, if I leave of all 
that belong to him by the morning 
light even one man or boy. 

21 And when Abigail saw David, 
she hastened, and lighted off the ass, 
and fell before David on her face, 
and bowed herself to the ground. 

22 And she fell at his feet> and said. 
Upon me, my lord, upon me let this 
iniquity be. And let thy handmaid, 
I pray thee, speak in thine ears ; and 
hear thou the words of thy hand- 
maid. 

23 Let not my lord, I pray thee, 
give tiiottght to this man of Belial, 
even Nabal. For as his name is, so 
is he. Nabal [or Fool] is his name, 
and folly is with him. But I thy 
handmaid saw not the young men of 
my lord, whom thou didst .send. 

24 Now therefore, my lord, as the 
Lord liveth, and thy soul liveth, see- 
ing the Lord hath withholden thee 
from going into bloodshed, and from 
helping thyself with thine own hand, 
now let thine enemies, and they that 
seek evil to my lord, be as Nabal. 

25 And now this blessing [or gift] 
which thy maid-servant brought to my 
lord, let it even be given to theyouBg 
men that walk in my lord's footsteps. 
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26 I pray thee, forgive the tress- 
pass of thy handmaid. For the 
LoBD will certainly make my lord a 
sure house; because my lord fighteth 
the battles of the Lord, and evil 
hath not been found in ihee all thy 
days. 

27 Yet a man is risen to pursue 
thee, and to seek thy soul. But the 
soul of my lord is bound np in the 
bundle of life with the LoBD thy 
God : and the sods of thine enemies, 
them shall he sling out, as out of 
the middle of the hollow of a sling. 

28 And it shall come to pass, when 
the Lord shall have done to my lord 
according to all the good tiiathe hath 
spoken concerning thee, and shall 
have appointed thee to be chief over 
Israel ; that this shall be no grief to 
tiiee, nor a stumbling-block of heart 
to my lord, either that thou hast shed 
blood without cause, or that my lord 
hath helped himself. When the 
LoBD shall have dealt well with my 
lord, then remember thou thy hand- 
maid. 

29 And David said to Abigail, 
Blessed be the Eternal the God of 
Israel, who sent thee this day to me. 

30 And blessed be thy advice, and 
blessed be thou, who has kept me 
this day from going into bloodshed, 
and from helping myself with mine 
own hand. 

31 For in every deed, as the LoBD 
the God of Israel liveth, who hath 
kept me back from hurting thee, ex- 
cept thou hadst hastened and come to 
meet me, surely there had not been 
left unto Nabal by ihe morning light 
even one man or boy. 

32 So David received from her hand 
that which she had brought him, and 
said to her. Go up in peace to thy 



house. See, I have hearkened to 
thy voice, and have ^^eepted thy per- 
son. 

33 And Abigail came to Nabal ; and 
behold, he held a drinking feast in 
his house, like the drinking feast of a 
king ; and Nabal's heart was merry 
within him, for he was very drunken. 
Therefore she uAd him nothing, less 
or more, until the morning light. 

34 But it oame to pass in the morn- 
ing, when the wine was gone out of 
Nabal, and his wife had told him 
these things, that his heart died with- 
in him, and he became as a stone. . 

35 Ajid it came to pass, about ten 
days after, that ihe Lord smote Na- 
bal, and he died. 

36 And when David heard that Na« 
bal was dead, he said. Blessed be the 
Lord, who hath pleaded the cause of 
my reproach from the hand of Nabal, 
and hath kept his servant from wick- 
edness. For the LoBX> hath return- 
ed the wickedness of Nabal up<m his 
own head. And David saH and talk- 
ed with Abigail, to take her to him to 
wife. 

37 And when the servants of David 
were come to Abigail to Garaml, ^ey 
spake to her, saying, David sent us 
to thee, to take thee to him to wife. 

38 And she arose, and bowed herself 
on her face to the earth, and said. 
Behold, let thy handmaid be a maid- 
servant to wash the feet of my lord's 
servants. 

39 And Abigail hastened, and arose 
and rode upon an ass, with fiv^ dam- 
sels of hers Uiat went at her feet. 
And she went after David's messengers 
and became his wife. 

40 David also had taken Ahinoam 
of Jezreel ; and they were also both 
of them his wivesi^y Google 
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41 But Saul had given Michal his 
daughter, David's wife, to Phalti the 
son of Laish, who was of Gallim. 

CHAPTER XXVI. 

fHEN came op the Ziphites to Saul 
^to Gibeah, saying, Doth not David 
hide himself on the hill of Hachilah, 
which is before the Wilderness ? 
- 2 Then Saul arose, and went down 
to the desert of Ziph. 

3 And Saul pitched on the hill of 
Haohilah, which is before the Wilder- 
ness, by the way. But David abode 
in the desert, and he saw that Saul 
had come after him into the desert. 

4 David therefore sent out spies, 
and understood that Saul was come 
in very deed. 

5 And Davi4 arose, and came to 
the i^ace where Saul had pitched, 
And David beheld the place where 
Saul lay^ and Abner the son of Ner, 
the captain of his host. And Saul 
lay within the entrenchment of 
wagons, and the people pitched round 
about him. 

6 Then answered Dayid and said to 
Ahimelech the Hittite, and to Abishai 
the son of Zeruiah pavid's sbter], 
the brother to Joab, saying. Who 
will go down with me to Saul to the 
eamp. And Abishai said, I will go 
down w^th thee. 

7 So David and Abishai came to 
the people by night. And behold, 
Saul lay sleeping within the entrench- 
ment of wagons, and his spear stuck 
in the ground at his bolster. And 
Abner and the people lay round about 
him. 

8 Then said Abishai to David, Gtod 
hath delivered thine enemy into thy 
hand this day. Now therefore let 
me smite him, I pray thee, with the 



spear even to the earth at once, and 
I will not smite him the second time. 

9 And David said to Abishai, 
Destroy him not. For who can 
stretch forth his hand against the 
anointed of the LoBD, and be guilt- 
less? 

10 And David said, As the Lord 
liveth, the Lord will smite him; 
either his day will come to die, or he 
will go down into battle, and perish. 

11 It were wrong in me before the 
Lord that I should stretch forth my 
hand against the anointed of the 
Lord. But, I pray thee, take thou 
now the spear that is at his 
bolster, and the cruse of water, and 
let us go our way. 

12 So David took the spear and the 
cruse of water from SauPs bolster; 
and they got them away, and no man 
saw it, nor knew it, neither awaked ; 
for they were all asleep ; because a 
deep sleep from the Lord was fallen 
upon them. 

13 Then David went over to the 
other side, and stood on the top of 
a hill afar off ; a great space being 
between them. 

14 And David cried to the people, 
and to Abner the son of Ner, saying, 
Answerest thou not, Abner ? Then 
Abner answered and said. Who art 
thou that criest to the king ? 

15 And David said to Abner, Art 
not thou a man ? And who is like to 
thee in Israel ? Wherefore then hast 
thou not guarded thy lord the king ? 
For there came one of the pec^le in 
to destroy the king thy lord. 

16 This thing is not good that thou 
hast done. As the Lord liveth, ye 
are doomed to die, because ye have 
not guarded your lord, the anointed . 
of Yahveh. And now see where the 
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king's spear is, and the ornse of water 
that was at his bolster. ' 
It And Saol knew David's voice, 
and said, Is this thy voice, my son 
David ? And David said, It is my 
voice, my lord, O king. 

18 And he said, Wherefore doth 
my lord thus pursue after his servant ? 
Or what evil is in my hand ? 

19 Now therefore, I pray thee, let 
my lord the king hear the words of 
his servant. If the Lord have 
stirred thee up against me, let him 
accept an offering of incense ; but if 
men have done it, cursed be they be- 
fore the Lord. For they have 
driven me out this day from abiding 
in the ii^eritance of Yahveh, saying. 
Go, serve other gods. 

20 Now therefore, let not my blood 
fall to the earth before the face of 
the Lord. For the king of Israel is 
come out to seek even one flea, as 
when one doth hunt a partridge on 
the mountains. 

21 Then said Saul, I have sinned ; 
return, my son David. For I will no 
more do thee harm, because my soul 
was precious in thine eyes this day. 
Beh^d, I have played the fool, and 
have erred exceedingly. 

22 And David answered and said. 
Behold the king's spear ! And let 
one of the young men come over and 
fetch it 

23 May the Lord render back to 
every man his righteousness and his 
faithfulness. For the Lord delivered 
thee into my hand to-day, but I would 
not stretch forth my hand against 
the anointed of the Lord. 

24 And behold, as thy life was 
valued this day in mine eyes, so let 
my life be valued in the eyes of 



God, and let him deliver me out of 
all tribulation. 
25 Then Saul said to David, Blessed 
be thou, my son David, l^ou wilt 
both do great thmgs, and also wilt 
surely prevail. SoT)avid went on hi* 
way, and Saul returned to his place. 
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David said in his heart, I diaH 
now perish one day by the hand of 
Saul. There is nothing better for 
me than that I should escape safely 
into the land of the Philistines ; and 
Saul will despair of me, to seek me any 
more within any boundary of Israel, 
and I shall escape out of his hand. 

2 And David arose, and he passed 
over with t^e six hundred men that 
were with him unto Achish, the son 
of Maoch, king ci Gath. . 

3 And David dweh with Achish at 
G^th, he and his men, every man 
with his household, even David with 
his two wives, Abinoam the Jezree* 
lite, and Abigail ite Oarmelite, 
Nabal's wife* . 

4 And it was told Saul that Davil 
was fled to Gath. And &e sought no 
more again for him. 

5 And David said to Achish^ If I 
have now found grace in thine eyes, 
let them give me a place in one of 
the cities in the fields^ that! I may 
dwell there. For ?rtiy should thy 
servant dwell in the royal city with 
thee? 

6 Then Achish gave him Zikja^ 
that day ; wherefore Ziklag hath be- 
longed to the kings of Judkih unto 
this day. 

7 And t^e number of days that 
David dwelt in the country of the 
Philistines was a year and tmt 

months. Digitized by LjOOglC 
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8 And David and his men went np, 
and invaded the &e^arites, and the 
QezeriteS) and the Amalekites; for 
those were of old the inhabitants of 
the hmd, as then goest to Shnr [or 
Pelunam], even to the land of Lower 
Bgypt. 

9 And David smote the land, and 
left neither man nor woman alive, and 
took away the sheep, and ^e oxen, 
and the asses, and the oamek, and 
the clothing, and returned, and came 
to Achish. 

10 And Adiish said, Have ye not 
made an invaidon to-day? And David 
said, Against the South country of 
Judah, and against the South country 
of the JerahmeeKtes, and unto the 
South country of the Kenites. 

11 And Achish believed David, 
saying, He h&ih made his people 
Israel utterly to abhor him ; therefore 
be will be my servant for ever. 

CHAPTER XXVm. 

A ND it came to pass in those days 
that th& Philistines gathered their 
armieB together for wiurlare, to fight 
with LnraeL And Achish said to 
David, Know thou ssaovedly, that 
thou shalt go out with me in the 
camp, thou and thy men« 

2 And David said to Adiish, Surely 
thou shalt know what thy servant 
can do. Aad Achish said to David, 
Therefore will I make thee the guard 
of my head every day. 

3 Now Samuel was dead, and all 
Israel had mourned for him, and 
buried him in Ramah, even in his 
own city. And Saul had put away 
the conjurers and the wizards out of 
the land. 

4 And the Philistines gathered 
diemsetves' together, and came and 



pitched in Shunem. And Saul 
gathered all Israel together, and they 
pitched in Qilboa. 

5 And when Saul saw the camp di 
the Philistines, he was afraid, and his 
heart greatly trembled. 

6 And when Saul inquired of the 
LoBD, the Lord answered him not, 
neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor 
by prophets. 

7 Then said Saul to his servants. 
Seek me a woman that hath a 
familiar spirit, that I may go to 
her, and inquire of her. And hia ser- 
vants said to him, Behold, there is a 
woman that hath a fkmiliar spirit 
at Ain-dor. 

8 And Saul disguised himself, and 
put on another raiment, and he went, 
and two men with him. And they 
came to the woman by night. And 
he said, I pray thee, divine unto me 
by the ^miliar spirit, and bring up 
to me him whom I shall name to 
thee. 

9 And the woman said to him, Be- 
hold, thou knowest ndiat Saul hath 
done, how he hath cut off those that 
had familiar spirits, and the wizards, 
out of the land. Wherefore then 
layest thou a snare for my life, to 
cause me to die ? 

10 ' And Saul sware to her by the 
Lord, saying. As the Lord liveth, 
there shall no punishment happen to 
thee for this thiug. 

11 Then said' the woman, Whom 
shall I bring up unto thee ? And he 
said, Bring up unto me Samuel. 

12 And when the woman saw 
Samuel,, she cried with a loud voice. 
And tile woman spake to Saul, say- 
ing, Why hast thou deceived me ?' 
For thou art Saul. 

13 And the king said to her, Be 
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not afraid. For what sawest thou? 
And ihe woman said to Saul, I saw 
a god rising up out of the earth. 

14 And he said to her, What form 
is he of? And she said, An old 
man riseth up; and he is wrapped in 
a mantle. And Saul knew that it was 
Samuel, and he stooped with his 
face to the ground, and bowed him- 
self. 

15 And Samuel said to Saul, Why 
hast thou disturbed me, to bring mo 
up ? And Saul answered, I am sore 
distressed ; for the Philistines make 
war against me^ and God is departed 
from me and answereth me no more, 
neither by the hand of the prophets, 
nor by dreams. Therefore I have 
called thee, that thou mayest make 
known to me what I shall do. 

16 Then said Samuel, Wherefore 
then dost thou ask of me, seeing the 
LOBD is departed from thee, and is 
become thine enemy ? 

17 And the Lobd will do for him* 
self, as he spake by my hand. For 
the Lobd will tear the kingdom out 
of thy hand, and will give it to thy 
neighbour David ; 

18 Because thou obeyedst not the 
voice of the Lobd, nor executedst his 
fierce wrath upon the Amalekites; 
therefore hath the LOBD done this 
thing unto ihee this day. 

19 Moreover the LoBD will also 
deliver Israel with thee mto the hand 
of the Philistines. And to-morrow 
flhalt thou and thy sons be with me. 
The Lobd also will deliver the camp 
of Israel into the hand of the Philis- 
tupies. 

20 Then straightway Saul fell l^s 
whqle length on the earth, and was 
sore afraid, because of the words of 

.And there was no strength 



in hio^ ; for he had eaten no bread 
all the day, nor all the night. 

21 And the woman came to Saul, 
and saw that he was smre troubled, 
and said to him. Behold, thy hand- 
maid hath obeyed thy voice, and I 
have put my life in my hand, and 
have hearkened to thy words whioh 
thou spakest to me. 

22 Now Jiherefore, I pray thee, 
hearken thou also to the voice of thy 
handmaid, and let me set a morsel of 
bread before thee ; and eat, that thou 
mayest have strength when thou goest 
on thy way. 

23 But he refused, and said, I will 
not eat.. But his servants, together 
with the woman, pressed him ; and 
he hearkened to their voice. So he 
arose from the earth, and sat upon 
the bed. 

24 And the woman had a stalled 
calf in the house. And she hastened, 
and killed it, and took meal, and 
kneaded it, and £d bake unleavened 
bread thereof. 

25 And die biovig^t it before Saul, 
and before his servants ; and th^ did 
eat. Then llMy rose up, and went 
away that mght. 

CHAPTER XXES. 

PJOW the Philistines gathered to- 
gether all their armies to Aphek ; 
and the Israelites pitched by a foun- 
tain which is in Jezreel. 

2 And the lords of the Philistines 
passed on by hundreds, and by 
thousands ; and David and his men 
passed on in the tear with Achish. 

3 Then said the princes of the 
Philistines, What do these Hebrews 

, do here? And Achish m^ to the 
I^^ces of the Philistu^eSy Is not i3m 
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David, the servant of Saal the king 
of Israel, who hath heen with me this 
year, or these two years, and I have 
found nOylaolt in him since he revol- 
ted, until this day ? 

4 And the prinees of the Philistines 
were wroth with him. And the 
princes of the Philistines said to him, 
Make this man return, that he may 
go again to his place which thoa hast 
appointed for him, and let him not go 
down with us to battle, lest in the 
battle he be an adversary to us. 
For wherewith should he reconcile 
himself to his master ? Would it not 
be with the heads of these men? 

5 Is not this David, of whom they 
sang one to another in dances, saying, 
Saul slew his thousands, and David 
his ten thousands ? 

6 Then Achish called David, and 
said to him. Surely, as Yahveh 
liveth, thou hast been upri^t and 
tiliy going out and thy coming in with 
me in the camp, is good in mine eyes. 
For I have not found evil in tiiee 
sinoe the day of thy coming to me 
onto Uiis day. Nevertheless in the 
eyes of the lords thou art not good. 

7 Therefore now return, and go in 
peace, that thou displease not the 
lords of the Philistines. 

8 And David said to Achish, But 
what have I done ? And what hast 
thou found in iky servant so long as 
I have been with thee unto this day, 
that I should not go fight against the 
enemies of my lord the king ? 

9 And Achish answered and said to 
David, I know that thou art good in 
mine eyes, as an angel of G-od. Not- 
withstanding, the princes of the 
Philistines have said, He shall not go 
up wkh us to the battle. 

10 Therefore now rise up early in 



the morning with thy master's ser- 
vants that are come with thee. And 
as soon as ye be up early in the morn- 
ing, and have light, depart. 

11 So David and his men rose up 
early to depart in the morning, to 
return into the land of the Philistines. 
And the Philistines went up to Jez- 
reeL 

CHAPTER XXX. 

A ND it came to pass, when David 
and his men were come to Ziklag 
on the third day, that the Amalekites 
had invaded the South country, and 
Ziklag. And they had smitten Zik- 
lag and burned it with fire ; 

2 And had taken the women cap- 
tives, that were therein. . They slew 
not any, either small or great, but 
carried them away, and went on their 
way. 

3 So David and his men came to 
the city, and behold, it had been 
burned with fire ; and their wives, 
and their sons, and their daughters, 
had been taken captive. 

4 Then David and the people that 
were with him lifted up their voices 
and wept, until they had no more 
power to weep. 

5 And David's two wives were 
taken captive, Ahinoam the Jezree- 
lite, and Abigail the wife of Nabal 
the Carmelite. 

6 And David was greatly distressed; 
for the people spake of stoning him, 
because the soul of all the people was 
made bitter, every man, for his sons 
and for his daughters. But David 
encouraged himself in the LoBD his 
God. 

7 And David said to Abiathar the 
priest, Ahimelech's sou, I pray thee, 
bring me hith^ the Ephod. And 
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Abiathar brou^t tMther the Epbod 
to David. 

8 And David inqtiired of the LORD, 
Nkying, Shall I pursue after tliis 
troop? Shall I overtake them? And 
he answered him, Pursue. For t^ou 
shalt surely overtake them, and with- 
out fail recover all. 

9 So David went, he and the six 
hundred men thatw^% with him, and 
came to the valley of the Besor ; and 
there some that were to be left behind 
i^yed. 

10 But David pursued, he and four 
hundred men. For two hundred 
stayed behind, who were so faint 
that they could not go over the val- 
ley of the Besor. 

11 And they found an Egyptian in 
tiie field, and brought him to David, 
and tiiey gave him bread, and he did 
eat ; and diey made him drink water ; 

12 And they gave him a slice of a 
cake of figs, and two cakes of raisins. 
And when he had eaten, his spirit 
came again to him. For he had 
eaten no bread, nor drunk any water, 
for three days and three nights. 

13 And David said to him, To whom 
belongest thou? And whence art 
thou? And he said, I am a young 
mail of Lower Egypt, servant to an 
Amalekite ; and my master left me, 
because three days ago I fell sick. 

14 We made an invasion upon the 
South country of the Cherethites [or 
Philistines], and upon what belongeth 
to Judah, and upon the South country 
of Caleb ; and we burned Ziklag with 
fire. ^ 

15 And David said to him, Canst 
thou bring me down to this troop of 
men ? And he said, Swear unto me 
by Gbd that thou wilt neither kill me, 
nor- deliver me up into the hand of 



my master, and I will bring thee down 
to this troop. 

16 And when he had brought him 
down, behold, they were spread 
abroad over the face of all the land, 
eating and drinking, and keeping 
holiday, because of all die great spoil 
that they had taken out of the land 
of the Philistines, and out of the land 
of Judah. 

17 And David smote them from the 
twilight even unto the evening of tlie 
next day. And there escaped not a 
man of them, save four hundred young 
men, who rode upon camels, and fled. 

18 And David recovered all that 
the Amalekites had earned away. 
And David recovered his two wives. 

19 And there was nothing lacking 
to them, neither small nor great, 
neither sons nor daughters, neither 
plunder, nor anytliing that they hadr 
taken to themselves. David brought 
back all. 

20 And David took all the flocks 
and the herds. They drove those 
cattle to the front, and said. This Is 
David's spoil. 

21 And David came to tlie two 
hundred men, who were so faii^ that 
they could not follow David, whom 
they had made also to abide in t^e 
valley of the Besor. And they went 
forth to meet David, and to meet the 
peoi^e that were with him. And when 
David came near to the people, he 
saluted them. 

22 Then answered all the widced 
men and men of Belial, of those that 
went with David, and said. Because 
they went not with us, we will not 
give them ftught of the spcHl that we 
have recovered, save to every man his 
wife and his children, whom th^ 
may lead away, and depart. 
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23 Then said David, Ye shall not 
do so, my brethren, with that which 
the Lord hath ^given us, who hath 
preserved us, and given the troop 
that came against us into our hand. 

24 For ?^o wlH hearken to you in 
tiiis matter ? But as his share is that 
goeth down to the battle, so shall his 
£^are be that tarrieth by the baggage. 
They shall share alike. 

25 And it was so from that day 
forward, that he made it a statute and 
an ordinance for Israel unto this day. 

26 And when David came to Ziklag, 
he sent some of the spoil to the elders 
of Judah, even to his friends, saying, 
Beliold a blessing [or present] for you 
oat of the spoil of the enemies of the 
Lord; 

27 To them that were in Beth-el [or 
Betira-el}, and to tibem diat were in 
Ramoth of the South Country, and to 
Aem that were in Jattir, and in 
Aroer, and in Siphmoth, and in Esh- 
tomoa, and in Raehal, and to them 
that i^ere in the dties of tihe Jerah- 
meelites, and in the cities of the 
Kenites, and in Hormah, and in 
Ohor-ashan, and in Athach, and in 
Hebron, and to all the places where 
David himself and his men had 
wandered about. 

CHAPTER XXXI. 

MOW the Philistines fought against 
Israel And the men of Israel 
fled from before the Philistines, and 
fell down slain on Mount Gilboa. 

2 And the Philistines followed hard 
upon Saul and upon his sons ; and the 
Phflist^nes slew Jonathan, and Abiiia- 
dab, and Melchishua, Saul's sons. 

3 And the battle went sore against 
Saul, and the arohers hit him ; and 
he was scnre wounded by the aNhers. 



4 Then Saul said to his armour- 
bearer. Draw thy sword, and thrust 
me through therewith ; lest these un- 
circumcised come and thrust me 
through, and make sport of me. But 
his armour-bearer would not : for he 
was sore afraid. Therefore Saul 
took a sword, and fell upon it. 

5 And when his armour-bearer saw 
tliat Saul was dead, he fell likewise 
upon his sword, and died with him. 

6 So Saul died, and his three sons, 
and his armour-bearer, and all his 
men, that same day together. 

7 And when the men of Israel that 
were beyond the Valley [of Ajalon], 
and they that were beyond the Jor- 
dan, saw that the men of Israel fled, 
and that Saul and his sons weiid dead, 
they f orso<^ the cities and fled ; and 
the Philistines came and dwelt in 
th^n,, 

8 And it came to pass on the mor* 
row, when the Philistines came to strip 
the slain, that they found Saul and 
his three sons fallen on Mount G^ilboa. 

9 And they cut off his head, and 
stripped off Ids armour, and sent into 
the land of the Philistines round 
about, to publish it in the house of 
their idols, and among the people. 

10 And they put his arm<mr in the 
house of Ashtaroth; and they fiiatened 
his body to the wall of Beth-shan. 

11 And when the inhabitants of 
Jabesh in Gilead heard of that 
which the Philistines had done toSaul, 

12 AU the valiant men arose, and 
went all ni^t, and took the body of 
Saul and the body of hi^ sons ^m 
the Will of Beth-shan, and came to 
Jabesh, and burnt them there. 

13 And they took their bones, and 
buried them under a tamadsk tree 
at Jabesh, and faeted for seven di^. 
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OHAPTER L 

IT OAMB TO PASS after the 
death of Saul, when David was 
returned from the slaughter of the 
Amalekites, that David abode two 
days in Ziklag. 

2 And it came to pass on the third 
day, that behold, a man oame out of 
the oamp frmn Saul wiUi his clothes 
rent, aiul earth upon his head ; and 
so it was, when he came to David, 
that he fell to the ground^nd bowed 
himself. 

3 And David said to him, From 
whence comest thou ? And he said 
to him, Out of the camp of Israel 
am I escaped. 

4 And David said to him, How went 
the matter? I pray thee tell me. 
And he answered, that the peoj^e 
were fled fnnn ^e battle, and many 
of the peoi^e also were fallen and 
dead ; and Saul and Jonathan his son 
were dead also. 

5 ^d David «aid to the young man 
that told him, Uow knowest thou 
l^at Saul and Jonathan his son are 
dead? 

6 And the young man that told him 
saMy As I happened by dbance to be 
upon mount Gilboa, behold, Saul was 
leaning upon his spear ; and behind, 
the chariots and t^e horsemen were 
close upon him. 

7 And when he looked behind him, 
he saw me, and called to me. And 
I answered, Here I am. 



8 And he said tome. Who art thou? 
And I answered him, I am an Ama- 
lekite. 

9 And he said to me. Stand, I pray 
thee, upon me, and slay me ; for 
^ddiness is come upon me, while life 
is yet whole in me. 

10 So I stood upon him, and slew 
him, because I was sure that he could 
not live after that he was fallen. And 
I took the crown that was upon his 
head, and the bracelet that was on his 
arm, and have brou^t them hither 
to my lord. 

11 Then David took hold of his 
clothes and rent them ; and likewise 
all the men that were with him. 

12 And they mourned, and wept, and 
fasted until evening, for Saul, and 
Jonathan his son, and for the Lord's 
people, and for the hcmse of Israel ; 
because they were fallen by the sword. 

13 And David said to the young 
man that told him. Whence art thou? 
And he answered, I am t^e son of a 
stranger, an Amalekite. 

14 And David said to him, How 
wast thou not afraid to stretch forth 
thy hand to destroy the anointed of 
the Lord ? 

15 And David called one of the 
young men, and said. Go near, and 
fall upon him. And he smote him 
that he died. 

16 And David said to him. Thy 
blood be on thine own head. For thy 
mouth hath testified againstthee, say- 
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ing, I hare slain the anointed of the 
Lord. 

IT And David sang his lamentation 
over Saul and Jonathan his son ; 

18 Also he bade them teach the 
children of Jndah [the poem of] the 
Bow ; behold, it is written in ihe Book 
of Jasher. 

19 The Antelope, O Israel, is slain on 

thy high places ; 
How are the warriors fallen! 

20 Tell it not in Gath, 

Publish it not in the streets of 
Askalon ; 

lisst the daughters of the Philis- 
tines rejoice, 

Lest the daughters of theuncircum- 
cised triumph: 

21 Te mountains of Gilboa, let there 

be no dew, 
Nor rain upon you, nor fields of 

heave offerings ; 
For there the shield of the warriors 

was vilely cast away. 
The shield of Saul not anointed 

with oil. 

22 From the blood of the slain, from 

the fat of the warriors, 
The Bow of Jonathan turned not 

back. 
And the sword of Saul returned 

not em J)ty , 

23 Saul and Jonathan were lovely 

and pleasant in their lives, 
And in their dea^h they were not 

divided. 
They were swifter than eagles, 

stronger than lions. 

24 Ye daughters of Israel, weep ov^ 

Saul, 
Who clothed you in scarlet, with 

delicacies. 
Who put ornaments of gold upon 

your apparel. 

25 How are the warriors fallen in the 

midst of the battle ! 
O Jonathan, thou wast slain on 
thine own high places. 

26 I am distressed for thee, my broth- 

er Jonathan. 
Very pleasant hast thou been to me. 
Thy love for me was wonderful, 

passing the love of women. 



27 How are the warriors fallen. 

And the weapons of war perished! 

CHAPTER m 

^ND it came to pass after this, that 
David inquired of the LoBD, 
saying, Shall I go up unto any of 
the cities of Jndah? And the LoBD 
said to him, Go up. And David said, 
Whither shall I go up? And He said, 
Unto Hebron. 

2 So David went up thither, and 
his two wives also, Ahinoam the 
Jezreelite, and Abigail the wife of 
Nabal the Carmelite. 

3 And his men that were with him 
did David bring up, every man with 
his household. And they dwelt in the 
cities of Hebron, 

4 And t^e men of Judah came, and 
diere they anointed David king over 
the house of Judah [B. C. 1016]. 

And some told David, saying. The 
men of Jabesh in G-ilead are they 
that buried Saul. 

5 And David sent messengers to the 
men of Jabesh in G-ilead, and said to 
them, Blessed be ye of the Lord, 
tl^t ye have shewed <ihis kindness to 
Saul your lord, and have buried hinu 

6 And now may the Lord shew 
kindness and truth to you. And I 
also will requite you this good, because 
ye have done this thing. 

7 Therefore now let your hands be 
strengthened, and be sons of valour. 
For your master Saul is dead, and 
also die house of Judah have anointr 
ed me king over them. 

8 But Abner tiie son of Ner, cap- 
tain of Saul's host, took Ibh-boshbth 
[or Ish-baal] the son of Saul, and 
brought him over [the Jordan] to Ma- 

I hanaim ; digitized by yjOOgie 
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9 And made him king over 
Gilead, and over the Ae^nrites, and 
over Jezreel, and over Elphraim, and 
over Benjamin, and over all Israel. 

10 Ish^bosheth Saul's son was fort^ 
years old when he began to reign over 
Israel, and he reigned two years. 
Bnt the houiie of Judah followed 
David. 

11 And the number of days that 
David was king in Hebron over the 
house of Jodah was seven years and 
six months. 

12 And Abner the son of Ner, and 
the servants of I^-bo^ieth the son 
of Sanly went out from Mahanaun to 
Gibeon. 

13 And Joab the son of Zeruiah 
[David's sister], and the seryants of 
David went out. And tbe^ met to- 
gether by the pool of Gibeon. And 
they sat down, the one on the one 
side of the pool, and the other on the 
other side of the poob 

14 And Abner said to Joab, Let ih» 
young men now arise and pby before 
na. And Joab said, Let them arise. 

15 Then there arose and went over 
by number twelve of Benjamin, who 
belonged to Ish-bosfaeth the son ^ 
Saul, and twelve ol the servants of 
Davkl. 

16 And they oau^t eiwry one his 
^ow by the head, and thrust Ms 
sword in his fellow's aide ; so they 
fell down together. Therefore that 
I^aee was called the field of Zurim 
[or Enemies], whidi is in Gibeon. 

17 And the battle was very sore that 
day. And Abner was beaten, and 
the men of Israel, before the ser- 
vants of David. 

18 And l^ere were three sons of 
Zeruiah there, Joab, and Abishai, 
^nd AsaheL Ajid Asahel was as light 



of foot as one of the antelopes ol the 
field. 

19 And Asahel pursued after Ab- 
ner ; and he turned not to go to the 
right hand nor to the left from follow- 
ing Abner, 

20 Then Abner looked behind him, 
and said, Art thou Asahel ? And he 
answered, I am. 

21 And Abner said to him, Turn 
aside to thy right hand or to thy left, 
and lay hold on one of the young men, 
and take to thyself his spcnl *But 
Asahel would not turn aside from 
following him. 

22 And Abn^ said again to Asahel, 
Turn thee adde from foUovring me. 
Wherefore should I smite thee to the 
ground ? How then should I hdid up 
my face before Joab thy brother ? 

23 Howbeit he refused to turn 
aside. Therefore Abner with the 
hinder end of the spear smote him 
under the fifth rib, so that the wpeaa 
came out bdiind him. And he fell 
down there, and died in the same 
place. And it came to pass, that as 
many as came to the place where 
Ashahel fell down and died, stood still. 

24 Joab also and Abi^hai pursued 
after Abner. And the sun went 
down when they wore come to the hill 
of Ammah, that lieth before Giah by 
the way of the desert of Gibeim, 

25 And the children of Benjamin 
gathered themselves together after 
Abner, and became one band, and 
stood on the top of a hill. 

26 Then Abner called to Joab and 
said, Shall the sword devour for 
ever ? Knowest thou not that there 
will be bitterness in the latter end? 
How long shall it be then, ere thou 
bid the people return from following 
their brethren ?dbyL^OOgie 
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27 And Joab said^ As Otod Hveth, 
eTen if thou haMlst not spoken, yet 
sorely in the morniDg the people had 
gone up from following every ont Us 
brother. 

28 So Joab blew a trumpet^ and all 
€tm people stood still, and pursued af- 
ter Israel no more, neither fought 
ihey any more. 

29 And Abner and his men walked 
all that night through the Barren Val- 
ley, and passed over the J(»Klan, and 
went throng aH the Rugged Countiy, 
and they osme to Mahanaim. 

30 And Joab returned from follow- 
ing Abner. And when he had gaither- 
ed all the people together, there lack- 
ed of David's servants nineteen men 
and Asahel. 

31 But the servants of David had 
smitten some of Benjamin^ and of Ab- 
ner's men, so that three hundred and 
sixty men died. 

32 And they took up Asahel, and 
buried him in the burial-place of his 
father, which was at Beth-lehem. And 
Joab and his men went all night, and 
day broke upon them in Hebron. 

CHAPTER m, 

MOW the war was long between the 
house of Saul and the house of 
David. And David waxed stronger 
and stronger, and the house of Saul 
waxed weaker and weaker. 

2 And unto David wem sons born 
in Hebron; and his first-born was 
Amnon, of Abinoam, the Jezrelite; 

3 And his second, Chileab, of Abi- 
gail) the wife of Nabal the Carmelite; 
and^ th3 third, Absalom the son of 
Maaeah the daughter of Talmai king 
of €Mnir; . . 

4 And the fourth, AddB^ab die son 



of H^ggith ; and the fifth, Sh^)hatiah 
the son of AUtal; 

5 And the sixths Itbream, byEglah 
David's wife. These were bom to 
David in Hebron. 

6 And it came to pass, while there 
was war between the house of Saul 
and the house of David, that Abner 
made himself strong in the house of 
Saul. 

t And Saul had a wife whose nam0 
was Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah^ 
And [Ish-bosheth] said to Abn^,. 
Wherefore hast thou taken my fa^ 
ther*s wife. 

8 Then was Abner very wroth for 
the words of Ish-bosheth, and said. 
Am I a dog's head of Judab, who 
shew kindness this day to the house 
of Saul thy father, to his brethren, 
and to his friends, and have not de- 
livered thee into the hand of David, 
that thou chargest on me to-day the 
wickedness of this woman ? 

9 So do God Abner, and more also, 
except as the Loed hath sworn to 
David, even so will I do to him ; 

10 To transfer thekingdom from the 
house of Saul, aoid to set up the throne 
of D^vid over Israel and over Judah, 
from Dan even to Beer-sheba. 

11 And he could not answer Abner 
a word again, because he feared him. 

12 And Abner sent messengers to 
David on his behalfi saying, Whose 
is the llbnd ? saying also. Make thy 
league with me, and behold my hand 
shall be with theoy to turn all Israel 
unto thee. 

13 And he said, It is good ; I will 
make a league with thee. But one 
thing I require of thee, namely, thou 
^alt not seei^ face, except thoy. ; 
first bring Hichal Saul's dau^teri 
when th^a eovMSt te see my &iiee. 
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14 And David sent messengers to 
Ish-bosheth Saul's son, saying, Deliver 
to me my wife Miohal. 

15 And Ish-bosheth sent, and took 
her from her husband Phaltielthe son 
of Laish. 

16 And her husband went with her, 
going and weeping behind her to Ba- 
horim. Then said Abner to him. Go, 
retom. And he retamed. 

17 And Abner talked with the el- 
ders of Israel, saying, Ye sought for 
David in^times past to Be king over you. 

18 Now then do it. Fot the LoBD 
hath spoken of David, saying, By 
the hand of my servant David I will 
save my people Israel out of the 
hand of the Philistines, and out of 
the hand of their enemies. 

19 And Abner also spake in the 
ears of Benjamin. And Abner went 
also to speak in the ears of David in 
Hebron all that seemed good in the 
eyes of Israel, and in the whole house 
of Benjamin. 

20 So Abner came to David to He- 
bron, and twenty men with him. 
And David made for Abner and for 
the men tiiat were with him a drinking 
feast. 

21 And Abner said to David, I will 
arise and go, and will gather all Is- 
rael to my lord the king, that they 
may make a league with thee, and 
that thou may^st reign over all that 
thy heart desireth. And David Bent 
Abner away; and he went in peace. 

22 And behold, the servants of Da- 
vid and Joab came from an inroad, 
and brought in a great spoil with 
them. But Abner was not with Da- 
vid in Hebnm ; for he had sent him 
away, and he was gone in peace. 

23 When Joab and all the host that 
If as with him were come, they told 



Joab, saying, Abner the son of Ner 
came to the king; and he hath sent 
him away, and he is gone in peace. 

24i Then Joab came to the king, and 
said, What hast thou done ? Be- 
hold, Abner came to thee : why is it 
that thou hast sent him away, and he 
is quite gone ? 

25 Thou knowest Abner the son of 
Ner, that he came to deceive thee, and 
to know all that thou doest 

26 And when Joab was come out 
from David, he sent messengers after 
Abner, who brought him bade again 
from the Pit of Sirah. But David 
knew it not. 

27 And when Abner was returned 
to Hebron, Joab took him aside with- 
in the city gate to speak with him 
quietly, and smote him there nnder 
the fifth rib, so that he died, because 
of the blood of Asahel his brother. 

28 And afterwards when David 
heard it, he said, I and my kingdom 
are guiltless before the Lord for 
ever from the blood of Abner the 
son of Ner. . 

29 Let it rest on the head of Joab, 
and on all his father's house. 

30 So Joab and Abishai his brother 
slew Abner, because he had killed 
their brother Asahel at Gibeon in the 
battle. 

31 And David said to Joab, and to 
all the people that were with him, B«nd 
your clothes, and gird yourselves with 
sackcloth, and mourn over Abner. 
And king David himself followed the 
bier. 

32 And they buried Abner in He- 
bron. And the king lifted up his 
voice at the grave of Abner ; and 
all the peoide wept, 

33 And ihe king sanga lament oVer 
Abner, and said^dby^^^Ogfe 
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34 Shonld Abner die as a fool dieth? 
Thy hands were not bound, 

Nor thy feet pnt into fetters ; 

As a man falleth before wicked men, 

So didst thon fall. 

And all the people wept again over 
him. 

35 And when all the people came to 
make David eat bread while it was 
yet day, David sware, saying, So do 
Qod to me, and more also, if I taste 
breads or aught else, till the sun be 
down. 

36 And all the people took notice 
of it, and it was good in the eyes of 
all the people. 

37 And all the people and all Israel 
understood that day that it was not 
of the king to slay Abner the sod of 
Ner. 

38 And the king said to his servants, 
Know ye not that there is a prince 
and a great man fallen this day in 
feael? 

39 And I am this day weak, though 
anointed king ; and these men the 
sons of Zeruiah are too hard for me. 
The LoBD will reward the doer of 
evil according to his wickedness. 

CHAPTER IV. 

AND when Saul's son heard that 
Abner was dead in Hebron, his 
hands were feeble, and all the Israel* 
ites were troubled. 

2 And Saul's son had two men that 
were captains of bands. The name 
of the one was Baanah, and the name 
of the other Rechab, the sons of Rim- 
mouy a Beerothite, of the children of 
Benjamin; (for Beeroth also was 
reckoned to Benjamin ; 

3 And the Beerothites fled to Qit-^ 
taim, and were sojourners there until 
this day.) 



4 And the sons of Rimmon the Beero- 
thite, Rechab and Baanah, went, and 
came about the heat of the day to the 
house of Ish-bosheth, who lay on a 
bed at* noon. 

5 And behold, the door-keeper of 
the house was cleaning wheat, and 
she nodded and fell asleep* ; so Rechab 
and Baanah, the brothers, passed in 
unnoticed. 

6 And they came into the house as 
Ish-bosheth lay on his bed in his bed- 
chamber, and they smote him, and 
slew him, and beheaded him, and took 
his head, and got them away through 
the Barren Valley all night. 

7 And they brought the head of 
Ish-bosheth to David in Hebron, and 
said to the king. Behold the head of 
Ish-bosheth the son of Saul thine 
enemy, who sought thy life ; and Qod 
hath avenged my lord the king this 
day upon Saul, and upon his son. 

8 And David answered Rechab and 
Baanah his brother, the sons of Rim- 
mon the Beerothite, and said to them, 
As the Lord liveth, who hath re- 
deemed my soul out of all adversity, 
when one told me, saying, Behold, Saul 
is dead, and he was in his own eyes a 
bnnger of good tidings, I took hold 
of him and slew him ia Ziklag, which 
was my reward for his tidings; 

9 How much more, when wicked 
men have slain a righteous person in 
his own house upon his bed ? Shall 
I not therefore now require his blood 
at your hand, and take you away from 
the earth ? 

10 And David commanded his young 
men, and they slew them, and hang- 
ed them up over l^e pool in Hebron. 
But they took the head of Ish-bosheth 

' Digitized by LjOOQ IC 

* According to Septuagint, 
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and buried it in the burial-place of 
Abner in Hebron. 

CHAPTER V. 

THEN came all the heads of the tribes 
of Israel to David in Hebron, and 
spake, saying, Behold, wo are thy 
bone and iky flesh. 

2 Also in time past, when Saul was 
king over us, thou wast he that led- 
dest out and broughtest in Israel. And 
the LoBD said to thee. Thou shalt 
feed my people Israel, and thou shalt 
be a leader over Israel. 

3 So all the elders of Israel came to 
the king to Hebron ; and king David 
made a league with them in Hebron 
before the LoBD. And they anointed 
David king oveb Israel [B. C. 
1008]. 

4 (David was thirty years old when 
he began to reign [B. C. 1016], and 
he reigned forty years. 

5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah 
seven years and ax months : and in 
Jerusalem he reigned thirty and three 
years over all Israel and Judah.) 

6 And the king and his men went to 
Jerusalem to the Jebusitcs, the in- 
habitants of the land. And they 
spake to David, saying, Thou shalt 
not come in hither, for even the blind 
and the lame will drive thee off; mean- 
ing, I)avid cannot come in hither. 

7 Nevertheless David took the 
stronghold of Zion ; the same is the 
city of David. 

8 And David said on that day, Let 
every one get up through the water- 
course, and smite the Jebusites, even 
to the lame apd the blind, that are 
hated of David's soul (Therefore 
they say [Lev. xn^ 18], 'The bHnd^ 
and the lame shall not come into-the 
House.' 



9 So David dwelt in the stronghold 
and called it the city of David. And 
David built round about from Millo [or 
the castle] and inward. 

10 And David went on, and grew 
great, and the LoBD the God of 
hosts was with him. 

11 And Hiram king of Tyre sent 
messengers to David, and cedar trees, 
and cutters of wood and cutters of 
stone for walls ; and they built Da- 
vid a house. 

12 And David perceived that the 
LoBD had establidied him king over 
Israel, and that he had exalted his 
kingdom for his people Israel's sake. 

13 And David took him more wives 
out of Jerusalem, after he was come 
from Hebron; and there were yet 
sons and daughters born to David, 

14 And these are the names of those 
that were bom to him in Jerusalem ; 
Shammuah, and Shobah, and Nathan, 
and Solomon, , And Ibhar, and 
Elishua, and Nepheg, and Japhia, 
and Elishma, and. Elishua, and 
Eliphalet. 

15 But when the Philistines heard 
that they had anointed David king 
over Israel, all the Philistines came 
up to seek David. And David heard 
of it, and went down to the strong- 
hold. 

16 The Philistmes also came and 
spread themselves in the Valley of the 
(Giants. 

17 And David inquired of the LoBD 
saying, Shall I go up to the Philis- 
tines ? Wilt thou deliver them into 
my hand ? And the LoBD said to 
David, Go up; for I will surely de- 
liver the Philistines into tiiy hand. 

18 AAd David catme to BaaPpe(rferfm, 
and David smote thetiitheKJ,' ands^ij; 
The LoBD hath broken forth trpon 



CHAFi'JKU YI. 



n. SAMUEt 



101 



miiie enemies before me, as the 
breaking-forth of waters* Therefore 
he called the name of that place 
Baal-perezim [or — of breaking-forth]. 

19 And there they left their images, 
and David and his men carried them 
away, 

20 And the Philistines came up yet 
again, and spread themselves in the 
Valley of Giants. 

21 And when David inquired of the 
LOBD, he said, Thoushalt not go up; 
but go round about behind them, 
and come upon them oy^r agamst the 
balsam trees. 

22 And lei it be when thou bsareist 
die sound of mardung on the tops of 
the balsam trees, that then thou shalt 
bestir thyself: for then will the 
LoBD go eut bef(»e thee, to smite the 
camp of the Philistines. 

23 And Datid did so as the LoBD 
had commanded him ; and he smote 
ihe Philistines from Gibeah [orGibe- 
od] until thou come to Gezer. 

CHAPTER VI. 

AGAIN, David gathered together 
all the chosen men of Israel, thir- 
ty thousand. 

2 And David arose, and went with 
all the people that were with him 
from Baalah of Judah, to bring up 
from thenoe the Ark of God, whose 
name is called by the name of 
raH-VeH [or Eternal] of hosts that 
dwellet^ between the cherubim. 

3 And they set the Ark of God 
upon a new cart, and brought it out 
of the house of Abinadab that was in 
Gibeah : and Uzzah and his brother, 
the sons of Abinadab drove the new 
cart. 

4 And they brought it out of the 
house of Abinadab whidi was at | 



.Gibeah. with.,i^e.. Ark. of God. 
«4»d»*.|ia HwDttei^-rt^OTtT before the 
Ark. 

5 And David said all the house of 
Israel played before God on all man- 
ner of instruments made of fir-wood, 
even on harps, and on psalteries and on 
timbrels, and on tinkling rods, and on 
cymbals^ 

6 And when they came to Nachon's 
threshing floor, Uzzah stretdied forth 
to the Ark of God, and took hold (^ 
it ; for the oxen stumbled. 

7 And the uiger of the Lobd was 
kindled against Uzaah. And God 
smote him there for lus rashness; 
and there he died by the Ark of God* 

8 And David w$s displeased, be* 
cause the LoBD had made a breaek 
upon Uzzah. And he called the 
name of the pliu)e Perez-uzzah [or the 
breach of Uzzah], as it is this day. 

9 And David was afraid that day, 
and said, How shall the Ark of God 
come to me ? 

10 So David would not remove the 
Ark of God unto himself into the 
city of David ; but David carried it 
aside into the house of Obed-edomthe 
Gittite. 

11 And the Ark of Grod continued 
in the house of Obed-edom the Git- 
tite for three months. And the 
Lobd blessed Obed-edom, and all his 
household. 

12 And it was told king David, say- 
ing, The Lobd hath blessed the house 
of Obed-edom, and all that belongeth 
to him, because of ^e Ark of God. 
So David went and brought up the 
Ark of G^ from the house of Obed- 
edom into the city of David with 
rejoicing. 

13 And it was so, that when they 
that carried the Ark (^ God had 
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gone siic pacipii^'^^.tMnfioed-.oire& 
and fatfife^;.-? Vr:.: "i ; ./: :\ v^* 

14 And David danced before the 
Lord wiUi all his might ; and David 
was girded with a linen Ephod [or 
priestly dress]. 

15 So David and all. the house of 
Israel brought up the Ark of Gtod with 
shouting, and with the sound of the 
trumpet. 

16 And as the Ark of God came 
into the city of David, Michal Saul's 
daughter looked through a window, 
and saw king David leaping and 
dancing before the Ark of G-od ; and 
die despised him in her heart, 

17 And they brought in the Ark of 
Qt>d and set it in its place, in the 
midst of the tettt ^at David had 
pitched for it And David offered 
up burnt offermgs and peace offerings 
before the Lobd. 

18 And as soon as David had made 
an end of offering up burnt offerings 
and peace offerings, he blessed the 
people in the name of the Lobd of 
hosts. 

19 And he dealt among all the 
people, even among the whole multi- 
tude of Israel, as well to the women 
as to tiwj men, to every one a pricked 
cake of bread, and a measure [of 
wine], and a raisin cake. Then all the 
people departed every one to his house. 

20 Then David returned to bless 
his household. And Michal the 
daughter of Saul came out to meet 
David, and said. How glorious was 
the king of Israel to-day, who dis- 
graced himself to-day in the eyes of 
the handmaids of his servants, as one 
of the vain fellows shamlessly un- 
covereth himself ! 

21 And David said to Michal, It 
was before the Lobd, who chose me 



before thy father, and before all his 
house, to appoint me leader over the 
people of ihe Lobd, over Israd. 
Therefore did I make merry before 
the Lobd. 

22 And I am even too vile for this ; 
and I am base in mine own sight ; 
and wiUi the maid-servants whom 
thou hast spoken of, together with 
them may I be had in honour. 

23 And Michal the dau^ter of 
Saul had no diild unto the day of her 
death. 



CHAPTER VH. 



AND: 



it came to pass, when the king 
t in his house, and the Lobd 
had ^ven htiln rest round about ttoiak 
all his enemies ; 

2 That the king said to Natiban the 
prophet, See now, I dwell in a house 
of cedar, but the Ark of God dwelleth 
wiUiin curtains. 

3 And Nathan said to the king, 0% 
do all that is in thy heart ; for the 
Lobd is with thee. 

4 But it came to pass that night, 
that the word of God cune to Nathan, 
saying, 

5 Go and tell my servant David, 
Thus saith the Lobd, Shalt thou 
build a house for me to dwell in ? 

6 Whereas I have not dwelt in a 
house since the time that I brought 
up the children of Israel out of 
B«yp<^ even to this day, but I have 
been going about in a tent and in a 
tabernacle. 

7 In all the places wherein I have 
gone about with all the children of 
Israel spake I a word with any of the 
heads of the tribes of Israel, whom I 
commanded to lead my people Israel, 
saying. Why build ye not for me a 
house of cedar ? d by CjOOgle 
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8 Now therefore so shalt thou say 
(o my servant Daiid, Thus saith the 
Lord of hosts, I took thee from the 
fiheepoote, from foUowing the sheep, 
to be the leader over my people 
Israel. 

9 And I was with thee whitherso- 
^erer then wentest, and I hare eut off 
all thine enemies out of thy sights and 
have made for thee a great name, 
like onto the name of the great men 
duttiadPe on the earth. 

10 M(«eover I have appointed a 
place for my people Israel^ and have 
planted them, that they may dwell in 
a place of their own, and move nd 
aiore; neithet shall the sons of 
wiokedness afiBiot them any mofe, as 
beforetime* 

11 And innoe the time that I ooili- 
manded Judges to be. over my people 
Israel, I have also caused thee to 
test from idl thine enemies. Also 
iha Lord telleth thee that Uie 
Lord will make lor thee a house. 

12 For when thy days be fulfilled, 
and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, 
I will set up thy son after thee, and I 
will establish his kingdom. 

13 He shall build a House for my 
Name, and I will establish the throne 
of his kingdom forever. 

14 I will be his father, and he shall 
be my son. If he commit iniquity, I 
will chasten him with the rod of men, 
and with the stripes of the sons of 
Adam. 

15 But my kindness shall not depart 
away from him, as I took it from Saul, 
whom I put away from before thee. 

16 And thy house and thy kingdom 
shall be established for ever before 
thee ; thy throne shall be established 
for ever. 

17 According to all these words, 



and according to all this vision, so 
did Nathan speak to David. 

18 Then went king David in, and 
sat before the LoBD, and he sud, 
Who am I, Lord ? and what is 
my house, that thou hast brought me 
hither? 

19 And this was yet a small thing 
in thy sight, LoBD ; but thou ha^t 
sp<^en also of thy servant's house, 
for a great while to come. And 
this is a law f(Hr men, Lord Eter- 
nal! 

20 Auji what can Pavid say more to 
thee .? for tiiou^ ,0 Lord Eternal, 
kni^west thy s^rvai^t. 

21 For thy.word*S:sake, and accord- 
ing to thine own heart, hast thou 
done all these great things, to make 
thy servant know them. 

22 Therefore thou art great, 
Eternal Gtod, For there is none like 
thee, neither is there any God beside 
thee, according to all that we have 
heard with our ears. 

23 And what one nation in the 
earth is like thy people Israel, whom 
Qod went to redeem for a people to 
himself, and to make for him a name, 
and to do for them great things and 
terrible, for thy land, before thy 
people, whom thou redeemedst to 
thee from Egypt, from the Nations 
and their gods ? 

24 For thou hast confirmed to thy- 
self thy people Israel to be a people 
unto thee for ever. And thou, Eter- 
nal, art become their Gk>d. 

25 And now, G-od, the word that 
thou hast spoken concerning thy ser- 
vant, and concerning his house, raise 
it up for ever, and do as thou hast 
said. 

26 And let thy name be magnified 

I for ever, saying, the Lord of hosts 
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k the God over Israel, and kt the 
house of thy servant David be es- 
tablished before thee. 

27 For thoo, O LOBD of hosts, 
Gtod of Israel, hast revealed to the 
ear of thy servant, saying, I will 
build for thee a house ; therefore hath 
ihy sermnt found in his heart to i^ay 
this prayer unto thee. 

28 And now, Lord Eternal, thou 
art God; and ihy words are truth, 
and thou hast promised iMs goodness 
unto thy servant. 

29 Therefore now let it please <&ee 
to bless the house of thy servant, 
that it may continue for ever belove 
thee. For thou, O Lord Btemal, 
hast spoken; and with^y blessing 
let the house of thy servant be 
blessed for ever. 

CHAPTER VUL 

A ND after this it came to pass, that 
David smote the Philistines, and 
subdued them. And David took the 
bridle of the chief city out of the 
hand of the Philistines. 

2 And he smote Moab, and the 
Moabites became David's servants, 
and brought gifts. 

3 David smote also Hadadezer, the 
son of Rehob, king of Zobah, as he 
went to recover his border at the river 
Euphrates. 

4 And David took from him a 
thousand and seven hundred horse- 
men, and twenty thousand men on 
foot. And David lamed all the 
chariot horses, but reserved of them 
for a hundred chariots. 

5 And whtti the Syrians of Damas- 
cus came to succour Hadadezer king 
jof Zobah, David slew of the Syrians 
twenty and two thcmsand men. j 



6 Then David put garrisons in Syria 
of Damasens ; and tlra Syrians beeame 
servants to David, and brought gifts. 

7 And David took the sh^ds of 
gold that were on the servants of 
Hadadezer, and brought them to Je- 
rusalan. 

8 And from Betah, mmL from Beio- 
thai [or Bf^rout], eities of Hadadezer, 
king Daivid took ezeeediiig mvoh 
copper. 

9 When Tm king of Hamatk heard 
that David had smitten ttH^iheliost 
of Hadadeter, 

10 Then T(h sent Joram his wm to 
king David, to salute hmi, and to 
bless him, because he had fooght 
agaiMt Hadadezer, and smttteb kin; 
for Hadadezer had wars with Tci 
And [Joram] broij^t wMi him res- 
s^ ol stiver, and viassels of goid^^ad 
vessels of oopper. 

11 These also king David did make 
holy unto the Lo&D, with the sihrar 
and g<dd that he had made holy out 
of all nations whidi he subdued ; 

12 Of Syria, and of Moab, and of 
the Children of Ammon, and of the 
Philistines, and of Amalek, and of 
the spoil of Hadadezer, son of Rehob, 
king of Zobah. 

13 David also made for himself a 
name on his return from smiting the 
Syrians in the valley of Salt, eighteen 
thousand of them. 

14 And he put garrisons in Edom ; 
throughout all Edom put he gar- 
risons, and all the men (^ Edom be- 
came David's servants. And the 
Lord gave victory to David whither- 
soever he went. 

15 And David reigned over all 
Israel; and David executed judgment 
and righteousness unto all his people. 

16 And Joab the son of Zeruiah 
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wme over the host ; and Jehoshaphat 
the 8on of Ahilad was recorder ; 

17 And Zadok the soa of AJiutioh 
mud Ahimelech ^e son of Abiathar 
were prieste ; and Seraiah was the 
scribe ; 

18 And B^uiiah the son of JehxA- 
ada was over both the axe^earers 
and tke numers; and DaRrid's sons 
wereimeats. 

CHAPTER IX; 

A ND Dkvid said, Is there any one 
'^ that is left of the honae of SanI, 
that I may diow him kindness for 
Jboa^n's sake. 

d And there was of the liotise of 
Satil a servant whose name was Zfba. 
And when they had c^ed him to 
David^ the king said to him, Art thou 
ZIba? And he said, Thy servant is 
lie. ' 

3 And the kmg said, Is there not 
yet a mian of the honse of Saul, that 
I may diew the kindness of God tmto 
bim? And Ziba said to the Idng, 
Jonathan hath yet a son, who hath 
been hurt in his feet. He was five 
years old when the tidings came of 
Saul and Jonathan out of Jezred, 
and hiB nurse took him up, and fled. 
And it came to pass, as she made 
haste to flee, thathe fell, and became 
lame. And his name was Mephi- 
bosheth [or Mephi-baal*) 

4 And the king said to him. Where 
is he? And Ziba said to the king, 
Behold, he is in the house of Machir, 
the son of Ammiel, in Lo-debar. 

6 Then king David sent and fetched 
him oat of the house of Machir the 
son of Ammiel, from Lo-debar. 

*) Transposed from II. Samuel Chap- 
ter it;V.4. 



6 Now when Mephibosheth, the son 
of Jonathan, the son of Saul, was 
come to David, he fell on his faee, 
and did reverence. And David said, 
Mephibosheth. And he answered. 
Behold thy servant ! 

7 And David said to him, Fear not ; 
for I will surely shew thee kindness 
for Jonathan thy father's sake, and 
will restore to thee all the land 
of Saul thy father; and thou shalt eat 
bread at my table continually. ^ 

8 And he bowed himself^ and said. 
What is thy servant that thoa 
shouldest look upon such a dead dog 
as I am. 

9 Then the king called to Ziba, 
Saul^s servant, and sayl to him, I 
have given to thy master's son all 
that pertained to Saul and to all his 
house. 

10 Thou therefore, and thy sons, 
and thy servants, shall till the land 
for him, and thou shalt bring in the 
fruits, that thy master's son may 
have bread to eat ; but Mephibosheth 
thy master's son shall eat bread al- 
ways at my table. Now Ziba had 
fifteen sons and twenty servants. 

IL Then said Ziba to the king. 
According to all that my lord the 
king commandeth his servant, so will 
thy servant do. As for Mephisbo- 
sheth, [said the king,] he shall eat 
at my table, as one of the king's 
sons. 

12 And Mephibosheth had a young 
son, whose name was Micha. And all 
that dwelt in the house of Ziba were 
servants unto Mephibosheth 

13 But Mephibosheth dwelt in Je- 
rusalem. For he did eat continually 
at the king's taUe; and he was lame 
in both his feeftQ' '^^^ '' L^OOgie 
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CHAPTER X. 

A ND it came to pass after this, that 
the king of the Children of Am- 
nion died, and Hanun his son reigned 
in his stead. 

2 Then said David, I will show 
kindness to Hanun the son of Nahash, 
as his father shewed kindness to me. 
And David sent to comfort him by 
the hand of his servants for his father. 
And Da\dd's servants came into the 
land of the Children of Ammon. 

3 And the princes of the Cluldr^ 
of Ammon said to Hanun their lord, 
Thinkest thou that David doth 
honour thy father, that he hath sent 
comforters to thee? Hath not David 
sent his servants to thee in order to 
search the city, and to spy it out, and 
to overthrow it ? 

4 Therefore Hanun took David's 
servants, and shaved off the one half 
of their beards, and cut off their gar- 
ments in their middle, at their but- 
tocks, and sent them away. 

6 When they told it to David, he 
sent to meet them, because the men 
were greatly ashamed ; and the king 
said. Tarry at Jericho until your 
beards be grown, and then return. 

6 And when the Children of Am- 
mon saw that they stank before 
David, the Children of Ammon sent 
and hired the Syrians of Beth-rehob, 
and the Syrians of Zoba, twenty 
thousand men on foot, and the king 
of M aacah with a thousand men, and 
of the man of Tob twelve thousand 
men. 

7 And when David heard of it, he 
sent Joab, and all the host of the 
warriors. 

5 And the Children of Ammon came 
on nd put the battle in array at the 



entranoe of the gate [of Babbah}^ 
and the Syrians of Zoba and of 
Rdiob, and the men of Tob and 
Maacah, were by themselves in the 
field. 

9 When Joab saw that a front of 
the battk was against him before 
and behind, he diooe some of all the 
chmoe men of Israel, and put them 
in array against the Syrians. 

10 And the rest of the people he 
delivered into die hand of Abishai his 
brother, that he might put them in 
array a§piinst the Children of Am- 
mon. 

11 And he said, If the Syrians be 
too strcnag for .me, then thou shah 
help me ; but if the Children of Am- 
mon be too strong for thee, then I 
will come and help thee. 

12 Be strong, and let ns mdce 
ourselves strong for our people, and 
for the cities of our G-od ; and ihe 
LoBD will do what seemeth to him 
good. 

13 And Joab drew ni^, and the 
people that were with him, into the 
battle against the Syrians. And they 
fled before him. 

14 And when the Children of Am- 
mon saw that the Syrians were fled, 
then fled they also before Abishai, 
and entered into the city. So Joab 
returned from the Children of Am- 
mon, and came to Jerusalem. 

15 And when the Syrians saw that 
they were smitten before Israel, 
they gathered themselves togetlier. 

16 And Hadarezer sent, and brought 
out the Syrians that were beyond the 
River [Euphrates]. And they came 
to Helam ; and Shobach the captain 
of the host of Hadarezer went before 
them. I 

17 And mm %yid\o\d David, he 
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gathered all Israel togedier, and 
passed over the Jordan, and came to 
Helam. And the Syrians set tfaem- 
sdves in array against David, and 
fou^t with him. 

18 And the Syrians fled beftre 
Israel; and David destroyed seven 
hundred (^riots of the Syrians, and 
forty thousand horsemen, and smote 
Shobach the captain of their host, 
who died there. 

19 And when all the kings that 
were servants to HadareeeriMW that 
they were smitten before Israel, they 
made peace with Israel, and served 
them. So the Syrians feared tpi |ke^p 
the Children of Ammon any u^ore. 

CHAPTER XL 

A ND it came to pass, at lie return 
of the year, at the time when 
kings go forUi [to battle], that David 
sent Joab, and his servants with him ; 
and all Israel: and they destroyed 
the children of Ammon^ and besieged 
Babbah. But David abode at Jeru- 
salem. 



2 And it came to pass on,an even- 
ii^'time, that David arose from ofl 
his bed, and walked about upon the 
roof of the king's house ; and from the 
roof he saw a woman ; and the woman 
was very beautiful to look upon. 

3 And David sent and inquired 
after the woman. And he said, Is 
not this Bath-sheba the daughter of 
Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite? 

4 And David sent messengers, and 
she came in unto him and he took 
her [to wife. And when it repented 
him, J he sent her away and she re- 
turned to her house. 

5 And David sent to Joab, [saying,] 



Send me Uriah the Hittite. And 
Joab sent Uriah to David. 

6 And when Uriah was come to him, 
David demanded of him how Joab 
did, and how the people did, and how 
the war prospered. 

7 And David said to Uriah, Go 
down to thy house, and wash thy feet. 
And Uriah departed out of the king's 
house, and there fi^owed him a gift 
from the king. 

8 BvA Uriah lay down at the door- 
way <tf the king's house with all the 
servants of: his lord, and went not 
down to his own house. 

9 And when' they had 'told David, 
saying, Uriah went not down to his 
house, David said to Uriah,' Camest 
thou not from a journey ? Why then 
didst thou not go down to thy house f 

10 And Uriah said to David, The 
Ark, and Israel, and Judah, abicb in 
booths ; and my lord Joab, and the 
servants of my lord, are encamped in 
th» open fields ; shall I then go into 
my house, to eat and to drink. As 
thou livest, and as thy soul liveth, I 
will not do this thing. 

11 And David said to Uriah, Tarry 
here to-day also, and to-morrow I will 
let thee depart. So Uriah abode in 
Jerusalem that day and the morrow. 

12 And ndien David had called him, 
he did eat and drink before him ; and 
he made him drunk. And at evening 
he went out to lie on his bed with the 
servants of his lord, but went not 
down to his house. 

13 And' it came to pass in the 
morning, that David wrote a letter to 
Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. 

14 And he wrote in the letter, say- 
ing, Set ye Uriah in the front of the 
hottest battle, and retire ye from him, 
that he may be smitten, and die. 
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15 And it eame to imiss, ^dien Joab 
observed the cify, that he aadgiied 
Uriah to a place where he Imew that 
valiant men were. 

16 And the men of the dty went 
oat, and fought with Joab. And 
there fell scmie of the people of the 
servants of David; and Uriah the 
Hittke died also. 

IT Then Joab sent and told David 
all the things conoeming the war ; 

18 And charged the messenger, 
spying, When ^on hast made an end 
id te&ig the matters of the war to 
the king, 

19 And if so be that the king's 
wrath atise, and he say -to tibee, 
Wheref oie approached ye so ni^ to 
Hie dty when ye did fight? Knew 
ye not that they would dboot from the 
wiOl? 

20 Whosmote AMmeledithesonof 
Jenibboaheth [or Jerabbaal] ? Did 
not a woman oast a pieoe of a mill- 
stone apon him from the waU, Uiat 
he died in Thebes? Why went ye 
ni^ the wall? then say thou. Thy 
servant Uriah the Bltdte is dead also. 

21 So the messenger went, and 
oame and shewed David all that Joab 
had sent him for. 

22 And the messengra said to 
David, Surely the men prevailed 
against us, and cune out to us into 
the field, and we were upon them 
even unto the entrance of the citsy 
gate. 

23 And the shooters shot from off 
the wall upon thy servants; and 
some of the king's servants are dead, 
and thy servant Uriah the Hittite is 
dead also. 

24 Then David said to the mes- 
senger, Thus shalt thou say to Joab, 
Let liot this thing be e^ in thine 



eyes, for the sword devoureth one as 
well as another. Make thy battle 
more strong against the city, and 
overthrow it. And encourage thou him. 

25 And when the wife of Uriah 
hesrd that Uriah her husband was 
dead, she mourned for her husband. 

26 And when the mourning was 
past, David sent and fetdied her to 
his house, and she became his wife, 
and bare him a son. 

27 (But the thing that David had 
done was «vil in the eyes of (lie Lord.) 

CHAPTER XIL 

A ND when David was up in fte 
mdnlngi* the Lord sent die pro- 
phet Nathan to David, 

2 And he came to him, and said to 
him, There were two men in one city ; 
the one rich and the other poor* 

3 The rich man had very many 
flocks and herds, but the poor man 
had nothing, save one little ewe 
lamb, whidi he had bought and 
nourished up ; and it grew up to- 
gether with him, and with his chil- 
dren ; it did eat of his own crust, and 
drank of his own cup, and . was unto 
him as a daughter. 

4 And there came a traveller to the 
rich man. And he spared to take of 
his own flock and of his own herd, to 
dress for the wayfaring man that was 
come to him ; but took the poor man's 
iamb, and dressed it for the man that 
was come to him. 

5 And David's anger was greatly 
kindled against the man ; and he said 
to Nathan, As the LoBD liveth, the 
man that hath done this shall surely 
die. 



*) Transpoeed from II. Samuel, Chap- 
ter xxiv; V. m by CiOOgl£ 
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6 And he shall restore the lamb 
twioe foarfold, because he did this 
thing, and because he had no pity. 

7 And Nathan said to David, Thou 
art the man. Thus saith the Eternal 
tihe God of Israel, I anointed thee 
king oyer Israel, and I delivered thee 
out of the hand of SauL 

8 And I gave thee tiiy master's 
hoose, and gave thee ihe house of 
Israel and of Judah ; and if that had 
been too little, I would moreover have 
given to thee such and such things. 

9 Wherefore hast thou despised the 
commandment of (hyd to do evil in 
his eyes ? Thou hast smitten Uriah 
the Hittite wit^ the ^word, and hast 
taken his wife to be thy wife, 
an^ hast slain him with the sword of 
the Children of Ammon. 

10 Now therefore the sword shall 
never depart from thy house, because 
then hast despised me, and hast 
taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to 
be thy wife. 

11 Thus saith the LoBD, Behold, I 
wffl raise up evil against thee out of 
iMoe own house, and I will take thy 
wives before thine eyes, and give 
them to thy neighbour, in ike sight of 
this sun. 

12 For thou didst it secretly. But 
I will do this thing before all Israel, 
and before the sun. 

13 And David said, I have sinned 
greatly against the LoBD in what I 
have done. And now, I beseech 
thee, O Eternal, take away the ini- 
quity of thy servant, for I have done 
very foolishly.* 

14 And Nathan said to David, the 
LoBD also hath put away thy sin ; 



*) Tranapoeed from II. Samuel, Chap- 
ter XXIV; V. 10. 



thou shalt not die. Howbeit, by this 
deed thou hast given great occasion to 
the enemies of the Lord to blas- 
pheme. And Nathan departed to his 
house. 

15 Now it came to pass that the 
child that Uriah's wife had borne 
unto David was veiy side. 

16 David therefore besought Gk)d 
f(»r the child ; and Davkl kept his 
fast, and went, and stayed all night, 
and lay upon the earth. 

It And the elders of his house 
arose, and went to him, to raise him 
up from the earth. But he would 
not, neither did he eat bread with them. 

18 And it came to pass on the 
seventh day that the child died. And 
the servants of David feared to tell 
him that the child was dead. For 
they said, Behdd, while the chHd 
was yet alive, we spake to him, and 
he would not hearken to our voice. 
How then, if we tell him that the 
child is dead ? He may do some evil. 

19 But when David saw that his 
servants whispered, David perceived 
that the child was dead. Therefore 
David said to his servants, Is the 
child dead? And liiey Said, He is dead. 

20 Then David arose from the 
earth, and washed, and anointed 
himself, and changed his apparel, 
and came into the House of the LoBD, 
and wor^pped. Then he came to 
his own house ; and vdien he asked^ 
they set bread before him, and he did 
eat. 

21 Then said his servants to him, 
What thing is this that thou hast 
done ? Thou didst fast and weep for 
the child, while it wa^ alive; but 
when the ^hild was dead, thou didst 
rise and dost eat bread. 

22 And he said, While thr ohild 
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was yet aliye, I fasted and wept ; 
for I said, Who knoweth whether 
the Lord will be gracious to me, 
that ihe child may live? 

23 But now he is dead, wherefore 
should I fast? Can I bring him 
back again ? I shall go to him, but 
he will not return to me. 

24 And David comforted Bath- 
sheba his wife ; and she bare a son, 
and he called his name Solomon. 

25 And Otod loved him, and sent by 
the hand of Nathan the prophet, and 
called his name Jedidiah [or Beloved 
by Yahveh],becauseof the LoBD* s love. 



26 And Joab was fighting against 
Babbah of the Children of Ammon, 
and was taking the royal city. 

27 And Joab sent messengers to 
David, and said, I have fought 
against Babbah, and have taken [the 
part of] the dty on the waters. 

28 Now therefore gather the rest 
of the people together, and encamp 
against Uie city, and take it; lest I 
take the city, and it be called after 
my name. 

29 And David gathered all the 
people together, and went to Babbah, 
and fought against it, and took it 

30 And he took their king's crown 
from off his head ; and its weight was 
a Kikar of gold and precious stones. 
And it was set on David's head. 
And he brought forth the spoil of the 
city in great abundance. 

31 And he brought forth the people 
that were therein, and made t^em 
woric in his saw-mills, and in his iron- 
mines, and the brick-kiln.*) And 
thus did he unto all the dties of the 



*) Amended according to Heilprin : 
Historical poetry of the Hebrew people. 



Children of Ammon. Then David 
and. all the people returned to Jeru- 
salem. 

CHAPTEB Xm. 

A ND it came to pass after this that 
Absalom the son of David had a 
fair fflster, whose name was Tamar; 
and Amnon the son of David [grossly 
insulted her.] 

2 But when king David heard of it, 
he was very wroth. 

3 And Absalom spake not to his 
brother Amnon either bad or good ; 
for Absalom hated Amnon, because 
he had grieved his sister Tamar. 

4 And it came to pass after two 
years, that Absalom had sheep-shear- 
ers in Baal-hazor, which is beside 
Ephraim. And Absalom invited the 
king's sons. 

5 And Absalom came to the king, 
and said, Behold now thy servant 
hath sheep-diearers ; let the king, I 
beseech thee, and his servants go with 
thy servant 

6 And the king said to Absalom, 
Nay, my son, let us not all now go, 
lest we be chargeable unto thee. And 
he pressed him. Howbeit he 
would not go, but blessed him. 

7 Then said Absalom, Jl not, I 
pray thee, let my brother Amnon go 
with us. And the king said to him. 
Why should he go with thee ? 

^ Bat Absalom pressed him, that he 
sent Amnon and all the king's sons 
with ^m. 

9 Now Absalom commanded his ser- 
vants, saying, Mark ye now when 
Amnon^s heart is merry with wine, 
and when I say to you, Smite Amnon; 
then kill him, fear not Will ye 
not, since I have commanded you? 
Be courageous, and be sons of valour. 
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10 And the servanta of Absal(»u 
did to Amnon as Absalom had com- 
manded. Then all the king's sons 
arose, and every man rode, upon his 
mole and fled. 

11 And it oame to pass, while they 
were^on the way, that the tidings 
came to David, saying, Absalom hath 
sbdn all the king's sons, ai^ there is 
not one of them left 

12 Then the king arose, and rent 
his garments, and lay on the earth; 
and all his servants stood by rending 
their garments. 

13 And Jonadab, the son of Shimeah 
Datid's brother, answered and said, 
Let not my lord suppose that they 
have slain all the young men, the 
king's sons. For Amnon only is 
dead. 

14 But Absalom fled. And the 
young man that was on the look-out 
lifted up his eyes, andlo<^ed, and be- 
hold, there came much people by the 
way of the hill side behind him. 

15 And Jonadab said to the king. 
Behold, the king's sons are come. As 
thy servant said, so it is. 

16 And it came to pass, as soon as 
he had made an end of speaking, 
that, behold, the king's sons came 
and lifted up their vmces and wept. 
And the king also and all his servants 
wept with a very great weeinng. 

17 But Absalom fled, and went to 
Talmal, the son of AmmQiud, king of 
Geshur. And [David] mourned for 
hiis son every day. 

18 So Absalom fled, and went to 
Geshur, and was there three years. 

19 And kingDavid pined to go forth 
to Absalom ; for he was comforted 
concerning [Amnon, seeing he was 
dead. 



CAPTER XIV. 

^ND Joab the bon of Zeruiahknew 
that the king's heart was toward 
Absalom. 

2 And Joab sent to Tekoah, and 
fetched thence a wise woman. And 
he said to her, I pray thee, act the' 
mourner, and put on now mourning 
apparel, and anoint not thyself with 
oil, and be as a woman that hath a 
long time mourned for one dead, 

3 And come to the king, and speak 
in this manner to him. So Joab put 
the words into her mouth. 

4 And when the woman of Tdtoah 
spake to the king, she fell on her face 
to the ground, and did reverence, 
and said, Help, king. 

5 And the king said to her. What 
aileththee? And she answered, I 
am indeed a widow woman, and my 
husband is dead. 

6 And thy handmaid had two sons^ 
and they two strove together in the 
field, and thwewas none to part them, 
but the one smote the other, and slew 
him. 

7 And behold, the whole family is 
risen against thy handmaid, and 
they said. Deliver up him that smote 
his brother whom he slew ; and we 
will destn^ the heir also. And so 
they will quench my coal which is left 
so as not to leave to my husband 
either name or remainder upon the 
face of the earth. 

8 And the king said to the woman. 
Go to thy house, and I will give 
charge ooncemiug thee. 

9 And the woman of Tekoah said 
to the king, My lord, king, tho 
iniquity be on me, and on my father's 
house; and the king and his. throne 

be guiltless. Digitized by L^OOglC 
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10 And the king said, Whosoever 
saith aught to thee, bring him to me, 
and he shall not touch thee any 
more. 

11 Then said she, I pray thee, let 
the king remember the LoBD thy 
Ood, that the revengers of blood may 
not destroy any more, lest they de- 
stroy my son. And he said. As the 
Lord liveth, there shall not one hair 
of thy son fall to the earth. 

12 Then the woman said, Let thy 
handmaid, I pray thee, speak one 
word to my lord the king. And he 
«aid. Say on. 

13 And the woman said. Where* 
fore then hast thou thongfat such a 
thing) against the pec^le of GhkL? 
For the king while spealdng this thing 
IS as one who is hivity, in that the 
king doth not f ^h home again his 
l}anished one. 

14 For we must needs die, and are 
AS water spilt en the ground, which 
cannot be gathered mp again ; neith- 
er doth €k>d vespeet any person ; yet 
doth he desire ttieads^'lhathis banish^ 
•ed one be- not expelled from hun. 

15 Now therefore that I am oome 
to speak of tfaia thing to my lord the 
king, it is because the people have 
made me afraid. And thy handmaid 
«aid, I will now speak to liie king; 
it may be that the king will perform, 
the ve^piest of his maidservant. 

IS For the kiag will hear to deliver 
liis maidservant out of the men that 
would destroy me asd my son together 
out of the ii^eritanoe of Grocl. 

17 Then thy handmaid said. Let 
the word of my lord the king now be 
a oom&rt. For as* an angel ol G-od, so 
is my lord the king tohearken to good 
amI bad. And may: tlie Loiu> thy 
•God be with thee. 



18 Then the king answered and 
said to the woman, Hide not from 
me, I pray thee, the thing that I shall 
ask thee. And the woman said. Let 
the lord my king now speak. 

19 And the king said, The hand of 
Joab is with thee ii| all this. And 
the woman answered and sud, As 
thy soul Mvedi, my lord the kingv 
none can turn to the right hand or 
to the left from aught that the lord 
my king hath spoken. F<»r thy 
servant Joab, he bade me, and he 
put all these words in the mouth of 
thy handmaid, 

20 For to bring about a oluinge in 
^e face of dtis matter hath thy bet* 
vant Joab done tkis thing. And 
my lord is wise, according to the msH 
dom of an angel of God, to know i^ 
things that are in the earths 

21 And the king said to Joab, Be* 
hold now, I have done this thing, Gto 
therefore, bring the young man Absa- 
lom again* 

22 And Joab fell to the ground on 
his face, and bowed himself, and 
blessed the king. And Joab aaid. 
To-day thy servant kaoweth tibat I 
have found grace . i» thy sight, my 
lord, king, in that the king hath 
fulfilled the oeqaest of his servant. 

23 So Joah arose and went to G^ 
shur, and brought Absalom to Jofusa" 
lem. 

24 And the king said, JiCt him turn 
to lus own house, and let him not see 
my face. So Absalom turned tohi& 
own house, and saw not the king's 
face. 

25 And in all Israel there was not a 
man so beautiful, so rteMy to be 
praised as Absalom. From ihtf mAe 
of his £dot ev^ to th(^ crown of W 
head there was no blemish in him. 
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26 And when he cropped the hair of 
his head, (for it was at every year's 
end t^iat he cropped it; because it 
was heavy on him, therefore he crop- 
ped it ;) he weighed the hair of his 
head at two hundred Shekels [or six 
pounds] after the king's weight. 

27 And unto Absalom there were 
bom three sons, and one daughter, 
whose name was Tamar ; she was a 
woman of a beautiful countenance. 

28 So Absalom dwelt two years in 
Jerosalem, and saw not the king's 
face. 

29 Theroforo Absalom sent for Joab, 
to have s^it him to the king; but he 
would not wme to him. And when 
he sent again the second time, he 
would not come. 

30 Therofore he said to his servants, 
See, Joab's field is near mine, and he 
hi^ barl^ there'; go and set it on fire. 

SI Then Joab arose, and came to 
Absalom to his house, and said to 
him, Wherefore have thy servants set 
my field on &re ? 

32 And Absalom answered Joab, 
B^dd, I sent to thee, saying, Come 
hither, that I may send thee to the 
king, to say, Wherefore am I come 
from Gkshnr ? It had been good for 
me to have been thero still. Now 
thereforo let me see the king's face ; 
and if there be any iniquity in me, 
let him kill me. 

33 So Joab came to the king, and 
told him. And when he called for 
Absalom, he came to the king, and 
bowed himself to him, with his face 
to the ground before ^e king. And 
the king kissed Absalom. 

CBAPTER XV. 

A ND it came to pass after this, ^at 
Absalom prepared for himself a 



chariot and horses, and fifty men to 
run before him. 

2 And Absalom rose up eariy, and 
stood beside the way of tlie city gate. 
And it was so, that when any man 
that had a quarrol came to the king 
for judgment, then Absalom called to 
him, and said, Of what city art thou? 
And he said, Thy servant is of one 
of the tribes of Israel 

3 And Absalom said to him, See, 
thy matters are good and right ; but 
there is no man from the king to hear 
thee. 

4 Absalom said moreover, Oh, that 
I were made judge in the land, that 
every man who had any quarrol or 
cause mi^t come to me, and I would 
do him justice ! 

5 And it was so, that when anyman 
came nigh to him to do him roveronce, 
he put forth his hand, and took him 
and kissed him. 

6 And on this manner did Absalom 
to all Israel that came to the king for 
judgment So Absalom stole the 
hearts of the men of Israel. 

7 And it came to pass at the end of 
forty [or many] years, that Absalom said 
to the king, I pray thee, let me go 
and pay unto the Lobd, in Hebron, 
my vow, which I have vowed. 

8 For thy servant vowed a vow 
while I abode at Gediurin Syria, say- 
ing, If the Lobd shall indeed bring 
me again to Jerusalem, then I will 
serve the Lobd. 

9 And the king said to him, Gto in 
peace. So he arose, and went to 
Hebron. 

10 But Absalom sent spies through- 
out all the tribes of Israel, saying. 
As soon as ye hear the sound of the 
trumpet, then ye shaU sav Absalom 
reigneth in Hebronl'^^^^^ 
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11 And with Absalom went two 
hundred men out of Jerusalem, that 
were called ; and they went in their 
simplicity, and they knew not any 
thing. 

12 And Absalom sent for Ahitho- 
phel the Gilonite, David's counsellor, 
from Giloh his city, while he sacri- 
ficed sacrifices. And the conspiracy 
was strong ; for the people increased 
continually with Absalom. 

13 And there came one who told 
David, saying. The hearts of the men 
of Israel are after Absalom. 

14 And David said to all his ser- 
vants that were with him in Jerusa- 
lem, Arise, and let us flee ; for we 
shaU not escape from Absalom. Make 
speed to depart, lest he pvertake m 
suddenly, a^ bring evil upon uft. and 
smite thfli city with the 9dg« of the 
sword. 

15 And the king's s^rvttnts s^<) to 
the kiogi ,Beh(dd,. we i^re. thy ser- 
vants {or whatsoe^ven my bid tha 
king wisheth. 

16 And J^ kmg went fioith, And 
all his household in his foo^ps. 
And the ku^g left ten women to keep 
the house* 

n And die king went forth, $xA 
all the people in his footsteps, and 
tarried in a house that was afar off. 
. 18 And aU his servante passed on 
beside him ; and all the as;«*beare», 
and all tfie runners, and all the 
G-athites, six hundred men who came 
in his footsteps from Gath, passed on 
before the king. 

19 Then said the king to Ittai the 
Gatihte, Wheref<Nre goest thou also 
with us ? Hetum and abide with tJie 
king, for thou art a foreigner, mm! 
also an exile from thy place. 

20 Whereas thou oamestbut yester- 



dav, should I this day make thee to 
wander with us in our goings ? See- 
ing [ go whither I may, return thou, 
and take back thy brethren. Kind- 
ness and truth be with thee. 

21 And Ittai ans\^ered the king, 
and said. As Yahveh liveth, and as 
my lord the king, liveth, surely in 
what place my lord the king shall be, 
whether in death or in life, even 
there also will thy servant be. 

22 And David said to ItUi, Go and 
pass on. And Ittai the Gathite pass- 
ed on, and all his men, and all the 
little oneB that were with him. 

23 And all the oounti^ wept with a 
loud voice, and all the people passed 
on. The king also himself passed on 
by the valley of the Kideon, and aU 
the people ipassod.on, toward the way 
of the desert. 

24 And lo Zadok also, and aU At 
LevLtes were with himbeanog tbe Ask 
of the Covenant of God. Aad thejr 
set dQgvi» the Ark of God,; and Abia^ 
athar went up, until idlthepe#i^had 
dofte passing out of the city* 

25 Aad the king said to ZaMk, 
Carry hack the A^ of G^ into the 
city. If I shall find favour in the 
eyes of die Lobd, he will bring me 
again, and will let me see both it, and 
hk habitadon* 

26 Bul^i if he say thus, . I haive no 
delight in thee : behold, here I am, 
let him do to me as seemeth good un- 
to him. 

27 The king said also to Zadok the 
priest, Dost thousee fit ? Retomin- 
to the city in peace, and Ahimaai thy 
son, and Jonaithan the son of Abiathar 
your sons with you, 

28 See, I will tarry in the barren 
valleys of the desert, until there oome 

I word from you to oertily me. 
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29 Zadok therefore and Abiather 
oarried the Ark of God again to Je- 
rusalem. And they dwelt there. 

30 And David went np by the hill 
rood [of the mount] of Olives, and 
wept as he went up, and,bad his head 
covered, and he went barefoot. And 
all the people that were with him 
covered every man his head, and they 
went up weeping as they went up. 

31 And some one told David, say- 
ing, Ahithophel is among the conspira- 
tam with Absalom. And David said, 
O Lord, I pray thee, turn the coun- 
sel of Aliithophel into foolishness. 

32 And it came to pass, that when 
David was com^ to the top [of the 
iDKmat], where be worshipped God, 
behold, Hushai the Archite came to 
meet him witli his coat rent, and earth 
upon bis head ; 

33 To yfk&m, David sa^d. If thou 
passeth on with me, then thou wilt be 
a burden tome. 

3i But if thou return to the dty, 
and say to Absalom, I will be thy 
servant, king ; as I have b^n thy 
facer's servant hitherto bo will I now 
also be thy servant : then mayest thou 
for me defeat the counsel of Ahitho- 

35 And hast thou not there with 
thee Zadok and Abiatharthe priests? 
Therefore it shall be, that what thing 
soever thou shalt hear out of the 
king's house, thou shalt tell it to Za- 
dok and Abiathar the priests. 

36 Behold, they have there with 
them their two sons, Ahimaaz Zadok* s 
son, and Jonathan Abiathar' s son; 
and in their hand ye shall send to me 
every thing ye hear. 

3T So Hushai David's friend came 
into the dty, and Absalom came into 
Jerusalem. 



CHAPTER XVI. 



AND 



when David was a little past 
t^e top [of the mount], behold, 
Ziba the servant of Mephibosheth 
met him, with a couple of asses sad- 
dled, and upon them two hundred 
loaves of bread, and a hundred cakes 
of raisins, and a hundred of sum- 
mer fruits [or figs], and a leathern 
bottle of wine. 

2 And the king said to Ziba, What 
meanest thou by these ? And Ziba 
said, The asses are for the king's 
household to ride on ; and the bread 
and the summer fruit for the young 
men to eat ; and the wine, that such 
as be faint in the desert may drink. 

3 And the king said, And where is 
thy master's son ? And Ziba said to 
the king. Behold, he abideth at Je- • 
rusalem. For he siid, To-day wiH 
the house of Israel restore me the 
kingdom of my father. 

4 Then said the king to Ziba, Be^ 
hold, all that belonged to Mephibo- 
sheth shall be thine. And Ziba said, 
I humbly beseech thee that I tnay find 
grace in thy sight, my lord, king. 

5 And when king David came to 
Bahurim, behold, thence came out a 
man of the family of the house of 
Saul, whose name was Slfimei, the son 
of Gera ; he came forth, and cursed 
still as he came; 

6 And he cast stones at David, and 
at all the servants of king David. 
And all the people and all the warriors 
were on his right hand and on his 
left. 

7 And thus said Shimei when he 
cursed. Go away, go away, thou man 
of bloodshed, and thou man of Beli- 

*!: m, X Dig^izJdiDyLjOOQlt 

8 The Lord hath retunfed upon 
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thee all the hlood of the house of 
Saul, in whose stead thou hast reign- 
ed ; and the Lobd hath delivered 
the kingdom into the hand of Absa- 
lom thy son. And behold, thou art 
taken in thine own mischief, because 
thou art a man of bloodshed. 

9 Then said Abishai the son of 
Zeruiah to the king, Why should this 
dead dog corse my lord the king ? 
Let me go over, I pray thee, and take 
off his head. 

10 And David said, What is it to 
me and to you, ye sons of Zeruiah ? 
So let him curse ; for the Lobd hath 
said to him, Curse David, who shall 
then say, Wherefore hast thou done 
so? 

11 And David said to Abishai, and 
to all his servants. Behold my son 
who is my own bone and flesh, is 
seeking my life ; how much more now 
may this son of Jaminite do it ? Let 
him alone, and let him curse : for the 
Lobd hatii bidden him. 

12 It may be ih&t the Lobd will 
look on mine affliction, and that the 
Lobd will requite me good for his 
cursing this day. 

13 And as David and his men went 
by the way, Shimei went along on the 
hill side overagdnst him, and cursed 
as he went, lind threw stones at him, 
and cast dust. 

14 And the king, and all the people 
that were with him, came weary, and 
refreshed themselves there. 

15 And Absalom, and all the people 
the men of Israel came to Jerusalem, 
and Ahithophel with him. 

16 And it came to pass, when 
Hushai the Archite, David's friend, 
was come to Absalom, that Hushai 
said to Absalom, May the king live, 
may the king live. 



17 And Absalom said to Hushai, Is 
this thy kindness to thy friend? Why 
wentest thou not with thy friend ? 

18 And Hushai said to Absalom, 
Nay; but whom the Lobd, and this 
people, and all the men of Israel 
choose, his I will be, and with him will 
I abide. 

19 And again, whom should I serve? 
Am I not in the presence of his son? 
As I have served in thy father's pre- 
sence, so will I be in tiiy presence. 

20 Then said Absalom to Ahitho- 
phel, dive counsel among you what 
we shall do. 

21 And the counsel of Ahithophel, 
which he counselled in those days, was 
as if a man had inquired at the word 
of Gkxi; so was all the counsel oi 
Ahithophel both with David and with 
Absalom. 
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Ahithophel said to Absalom, 
Let me choose out twelve thou- 
sand men, and I will arise and porsae 
after David this night. 

2 And I will come upon him while 
he is weary and weak in the hands, 
and will make him afraid. And all 
the people that are with him will flee ; 
and I will smite the king when he is 
alone. 

3 And I wiU bring back all the peo- 
ple unto thee. When every man 
whom thou seekest is returned, all the 
people will be in peace. 

4 And the saying was right in the 
eyes of Absalom and in the eyes of 
all the elders of Israel. 

5 Then said Absalom, Call now 
Hushai the Archite also, and let us 
hear likewise what is in his mouth. 

6 And when Hushai was come to 
Absalom, Absalom spake to him, say- 
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ingy Ahithophel hath spoken after this 
manner ; shall we do after his say- 
ing ? If not, speak thou. 

7 And Hoshai said to Absalom, The 
ooonsel that Ahithophel hath given is 
not good at this time. 

8 And Hnshai said. Thou knowest 
thy faAker and his men, that they are 
warriors, and they are chafed in 
iheir minds, as a bear robbed of her 
whelpB in the field. And thy father 
is a man of war, and will not lodge 
widi the peq>le. 

9 Behold, he is hid now in some pi^ 
or in some other place. And it will 
ocRne to pass, when some of them be 
overthrown at the first, that whoso- 
ever heareth it will say, There is a 
slaughter among the people that fol- 
bw Absalom* 

10 And he also that is a son of 
valour, whose heart is as the heart of 
a lion, will utterly melt : for all Is- 
rael knoweth that thy father is a 
warrior, and they that be with him 
are sons of valour. 

11 Therefore I counsel that all Is- 
rael be generally gathered unto thee, 
from Dan even to Beer-sheba, as the 
sand that is by the sea for multitude; 
and that thou go to battle in thine 
own peraouL 

12 So shall we come upon him in 
some i^ace where he shall be found, 
and we willlight upon him as the dew 
fdleth on the ground. And of him 
and of all the men that are with him 
shall not be left so much as one. 

13 Moreover, if he be got into a ci- 
ty, then shall all Israel bring ropes to 
that city, and we will draw it as into 
a river, until there be not one small 
stone found there. 

14 And Absalom and all the men of 
Israel said, The counsel of Hushai 



the Archite is better than the counsel 
of Ahithophel. For the LoBD had 
appointed to defeat the good counsel 
of Ahithophel, to the end that the 
LoBD might bring evil upon Absa- 
lom. 

15 Then said Hudiai to Zadok and 
to Abiathar the priests, Thus and 
thus did Ahithophel counsel Absalom 
and the elders of Israel; and thus 
and thus have I counseled, 

16 Now therefore send quickly, and 
tell David, saying. Lodge not this 
night in the barren valleys of the de- 
sert, but speedily pass over [the Jor- 
dan]; lest the king be swallowed up, 
and all the people that are with 
him. 

17 Now Jonathan and Ahimaaz 
had stayed by Ain-rogel ; for they 
might not be seen to come into the 
city. And a maid-servant went and 
told them: and they went and told 
king David. Nevertheless a lad saw 
them, and told Absalom. 

18 But they went both of them away 
quickly, and came to a man's house 
in Bahurim, who had a well in his 
court ; into wluch they went down. 

19 And the woman took and spread 
a covering over the well's mouth, and 
scattered ground com thereon; and 
the thing was not known. 

20 And when Absalom's servants 
came to the woman to the house, they 
said. Where are Ahimaaz and Jona- 
^an ? And the woman said to them. 
They are gone over the brook of wa- 
ter. And when they had sought and 
could not find them, they returned to 
Jerusalem. 

21 And it came to pass, after they 
were departed that they came up out 
of the well^ and went and told king 
David, and said to David, Arise, and 
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pass quioldy over the water; for thus 
hath Ahit^ophel counselled against 
you. 

22 Then David arose, and all the 
people that were with him, and they 
passed over the Jordan. By the morn- 
ing light there lacked not one of them 
that was not gone over the Jordan. 

23 And when AMthophel saw that 
his counsel was not followed, he sad- 
dled his ass, and arose, and went to 
his house, to his city, and gave orders 
to his household, and hanged himself, 
and died, and was buried in the buri- 
al place of his father. 

24 Then David came to Mahanaim. 
And Absalom passed over the Jordan, 
he and all the men of Israel with 
him. 

25 And Absalom made Amasa cap- 
tain of the host instead of Joab. This 
Amasa was the son of a man, whose 
name was Ithra, an Israelite, that 
had taken Abigail the daughter of 
Nahash, and sister to Zeruiah JoaVs 
mother. 

26 So Israel and Absalom pitched 
in the land of G-ilead. 

27 And it came to pass, when Da- 
vid was come to Mahanaim, that 
Shobithe son of Nahash ofRabbah of 
the Children of Ammon, and Machir 
the son of Ammiel of J^o-debar, and 
Barzillai the Gileadite of Rogelim, 

28 Brought beds, and basons, and 
earthen vessels, and wheat, and bar- 
ley, and meal, aiui parched corn, and 
Imitiles, and parched pulse, 

29 And honey, and curds, and sheep, 
and cheese of cows, for David, and 
for the people that were with him, to 
eat. For they said. The people are 
hungry, and weary, and thirsty, in 
+*he desert. 



CHAPTER xym. 

A ND David mustered the people 
that were with him, and set cap- 
tains of thousands and captains of 
hundreds ovei them. 

2 And David sent forth a third part 
of the people vnder the hand of 
Joab and a third part under the hand 
of Abishai the son of Zeruiah, 
and brother of Joab, and a 
third |>art under the hand of Ittai 
the Gathite. And the king said to 
the people, I will surely go forth 
with you raysetf also. 

3 But the people answered, Thoa 
shah not go forth. For if we flee 
away, they will not care about us ; 
neither if half of us die, will they 
care about us. But now thou art 
worth ten thousand of us ; therefore 
now it is better that thou succour us 
from out of the city [of Maha- 
naim]. 

4 And the king said to them, What 
seemeth to you best I will do. And 
the king stood by the side of the city 
gate, and all the people went out by 
hundreds and by thousands. 

5 And the king commanded Joab 
and Abishai and Ittai, saying. Deal 
gently for my sake with the young 
man Absalom. And all the people 
heard when t^e king gave all the cap- 
tains charge conoerning Absalom. 

6 So the people went out into tlw 
field against Israel; and the bat^ 
was in the forest of Ephraim. 

7 And there the people of Israel 
were defeated before the servants of 
David, and there was there a great 
defeat that day, of twenty thousand 
men. 

8 For the battle was there spread 
over the face of all the country ; and 
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the forest devoured more people that 
day than the sword devoured. 

9 And Ahsalom met the servants of 
David. And Absalom rode upon a 
mule^ and the mule went under the 
tluek boughs of a great oak, and his 
head was caught in the oak, and he 
was taken up between the heavens 
and the earth ; and the mule that was 
under Mm passed on. 

10 And a oertain man saiw It, and 
told Joab, and said, Behold, I saw 
Absalom hanged in an oak. 

• 11 And Joab said to the mati that 
told him, And behold, thou sawest 
him, and why didst thou toot smite 
him theiPe to the ground 1^ And I 
would have given thee ten pieees of 
silver and a ^rdle. 

12 And the man said to Joab, 
Thoagh I should feel the weight of a 
thousand pieces of silver in my hand, 
yal would I not p«t forth my hand 
against the king*s son. For in our 
luring the king ch«irged thee and 
Abishai and Ittai, saying, Let every- 
(me take care of the young man Ab- 

I salom. 

13 Othemise I lAotdd have wrought 
fiftlsehood against mine own Me, For 
ihffte is uo mhttet hid from Ishe king, 
ami t^ou thyself wouldst have set 
thyself against me. 

•14 Then said Joab, I mfay not tarry 
tinis with thee. And he took three 
dart» in his hand, and thrust tliem 
ihrough Absalom's heart, ^hile he 
was yet alive in the midst of the oak. 
15 And ten young men that bare 
Joab's armour, surrounded and smote 

' Absalom, and slew him. 

< 16 And' Joab blew the trumpet, and 
4^e p^ple returned from pursuing 
after Isntel ; for Joab held back the 
people. 



17 And they took Absalom, and 
oast him into a great pit in the forest, 
and laid a very great heap of stones 
upon him. And all Israel fled every 
one to his tent. 

18 Now Absalom in his lifetime had 
taken and reared up for himself a 
pillar, which is in ih» king's dale ; 
for he said, I have no son to keep my 
name in remembrance. And he call- 
ed the pillar after his own name. And 
it is called unto this day Absalom's 
monument. 

1% Then said Ahimaaz the son of 
Zadok, Let me now run, and bear 
the king tidings, how that the LoBD 
hath done him fustioe against the 
hand of his enemies. 

20 And Joab said to him. Thou art 
not a man to bear tidings this day, 
but thou shalt bear tidings another 
day; but this day thou shalt not bear 
tidings, because it is that the king's 
son is dead. 

21 Then said Joab to a Cushite [or 
Negro], Qto tell the king what thou 
hast seen. And the Oushite bowed 
himself to Joab, and ran. 

22 Then said Ahimaaz the son of 
Zadok yet again to Joab, But how* 
ever it be, let me, I pray thee, also 
run after ilke Cushite. And Joab 
said, Wherefore witt thou run, my 
son, seeing that l^uhast no fortunate 
tidings. 

23 But hoWeveritis, [saidhe,] let me 
run. And he said to him. Run. Then 
Ahimaaz run by the way of Circle [of 
the Jordan], and outran the Cushite. 

24 And David was sitting between 
the two city gates. And the watch- 
man went up to the roof over the city 
gate to the wall, and lifted up his 

man 
runnmg alone. 
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25 And the watohman cried, and 
told the king. And the king said, 
If he be alone, there is tidings in his 
mouth. And he oame apaoe and 
drew near. 

26 And the watohman saw another 
man running. And the watchman 
called to the gate-keeper, and said, 
Beholdy a man is running alone. And 
the king said, He also bringeth ti- 
dings. 

2*7 And the watdiman said, Methink- 
eth the running of the foremost is 
like the running of Ahimaaz ihi& son 
of Zadok. And the king said. He 
is a good man, and cometh with good 
tidings. 

28 And Ahimaaz oalled, and said to 
the king. All is well. And he bow- 
ed down to the earth upon his face 
before the king, and said. Blessed be 
the LoBD thy Qod, who hath de- 
livered up the men that lifted up their 
hands against my lord the king. 

29 And the king said, Is the young 
man Absalom safe ? And Ahimaaz 
answered, When Joab sent the king's 
servant, and me thy servant, I saw a 
great tumult, but I knew not what it 
was. 

30 And the king said to him^ Turn 
aside, and stand here. And he turn- 
ed aside, and stood stilL 

31 And behold, the Cushite came. 
And the Cushite said. Tidings for 
my lord the king. For Qod hath 
done thee justice this di^ against the 
hand of all them that rose up against 
thee. 

32 And the king said to the Cush- 
ite, Is the young man Absalom safe? 
And the Cushite answered, May the 
enemies of my lord the king, and all 
that rise against thee to do thee hurt, 
be as that young man is. 



33 And the king was much moved, 
and went up to the chamber over the 
city gate, and wept. And as he went 
thus, he said, my son Absalom, my 
son, my son Absalom ! I would that 
I had died instead oi the^, O Absa- 
lom, my son, my son ! 

CHAPTER XTX. 

^ND it was told Joab, Behold, the 
king we^iwth and mourneth for 
Absalom. 

2 And the victory that day was tam- 
ed into mourning unto all the people. 
For the people heard say that day how 
the king was grieved for his son. 

3 And the people got than by 
stealth that day in^> the city, as peo- 
ple being ashamed steal away when 
they flee in battle. 

4 But the king covered his face, 
and the king cried with a loud voice, 
my son Absalom, Absalom, my 
son, my son ! 

5 And Joab came into the house of 
the king, and said. Thou hast sham- 
ed this day the faces of all thy ser- 
vants, who this day have saved thy 
life, and the lives of thy sons and of 
thy daughters, and the lives of thy 
wives, in that thou lovest those tiiat 
hate thee, andhateit those that love 
thee. 

6 For thou hast declared this day, 
that princes and servants are nothing 
to thee. For this day I perceive, 
that if Absalom had lived, and aJl we 
had died this day, then it had been 
right in thine eyes. 

7 Now therefore arise, go forth» 
and speak to the heart of thy se^ 
vants. For I swear by the LoBD, if 
thou go not forth, there will not tarry 
one with thee this night. And that 
will be worse unto thee than all the 
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evil ihat hath oome upon thee from 
thy yoath until now. 

8 Then the king aroee, and sat at 
the.oity gate. Ajod they told to all 
the people, saying. Behold the king 
doth ak at the eit^r gate. And all the 
pe(^le came before the king. 

9 Then Israel fled every man to his 
ieat, and all the people were quarrel- 
ing throughout all the tribes of Israel, 
saying. The king saved us out of the 
hand of the Philistines ; and now he 
iafled out of the land f(»r Absalom. 

10 And Absalom whom we anointed 
over us, is dead in battle. Now there- 
f(Mre why are ye silent about bringing 
the king back? 

11 And king David sent to Zadok 
and to Alnathar the priests, saying, 
Speak to the elders of Judah, saying, 
Why are ye the last to bring the 
king bade to his house ? seeing the 
apeioek of all Israel is oome to the 
king, even to his house. 

12 Te are my brethren, ye are my 
b<»e and my flesh. Wherefore then 
are ye the last to bring back the king? 

13 And say ye to Amasa, Art thou 
not of my bone, and of my flesh? 
God do so to me, and more also, if thpu 
be not captain of the host before me 
tor the future in the room of Joab. 

14 And he turned the heart of all 
the men of Judah, even as one man ; 
so that they sent to the king, [saying,] 
Betum thou, and all thy servants. 

15 So the king returned, and came 
to the Jordan. And Judah came to 
Oi^l, to go to me^ the king, to con- 
duct the king over the Jordan. 

16 And Shimei the son of Qera, the 
Bei^amite, who was of Bahurim, has- 
tened and came down with the men 
of Judah to meet king David. 

17 And ther^ were a thousand men 



of Benjamin with him, and Ziba the 
servant of the house of Saul, and his 
fifteen sons and his twenty servants 
with him, and they smoothed the 
passage of the Jordan before the king. 

18 And there went over a ferry- 
boat to carry over the king's house- 
hold, and to do what was good in his 
eyes. And Shimei the son of Gera 
fell down before the king, as he was 
come over the Jordan. 

19 And he said to the king. Let 
not my lord impute iniquity unto me, 
neither do thou remember that which 
thy servant did perversely on the day 
that my lord the king went out of Je- 
rusalem, that the king ^ould take it 
to his heart. 

20 For thy servant knoweth that I 
have sinned ; therefore, behold, I am 
come the first this day of all the house 
of Josei^ to go down to meet my lord 
the king. 

21 But Abishai the son of Zeruiah 
answered and said, Shall not Shimei 
be put to death for this, because he 
cursed the andintedof tiie LoBD? 

22 And David said. What have I 
to do with you, ye sons of Zeruiah, 
that ye should this day be accusers 
before me? Shall any man be put to 
death this day in Inael ? For do not 
I know that I am this day king over 
Israel? 

23 Therefore the king said to Shi- 
mei, Thou shalt not die. And the 
king sware to him. 

24 And Mephibosheth the son of 
Saul came down to meet the king, 
and had neither dressed his feet, nor 
trimmed his beard, nor washed his 
clothes, from the day the king de- 
parted until the day he came again in 
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was oome to JerasaleiB to meet the 
king, that the king sud to hun, 
Wherefore wentest not tiiou with me, 
M^phibosheth? 

.26 And he answered, My l<nrd, 
king, my serrant deceived me* For 
thy servant said, I will saddle forme 
an ass, that I may ride thereon, and 
go with the king ; fer thy servant is 
lame. 

27 And he hath slandered thy ser- 
vant usto my lord the king. But my 
lord the king is an angel of God. D« 
therefore whiat is good in thine eyes. 

2d For all of my father's house 
were b«t dead men bef ere my lord 
the king. Yet didst thou set tiky ser- 
vant among those that' did eat at thine 
own table. What right therefore 
have I yet to ory any more to the 
king? 

29 And the king said tohim, Why 
speakest thou any more of thy mat- 
ters? I have said, Thou and Ziba 
divide the land. 

30 And Mephibocfteth said to the 
king, Yea, let him take all, foras- 
much as my lord, the king is cmne 
again in pioaoe to his own house. 

31 And Banillai the Gileadite had 
oome down from Rogelim, and he 
went oTer the Jordan with the king, 
to conduct him owet the Jordan. 

32 Now Barzillai was a very aged 
man, even eighty years okl. And he 
had provided the king with food dur- 
ing his stay at Mahanaim; for he was 
a very great man. 

33 And the king said to Barzillai, 
Oome tliou over with me, and I will 
feed thee with me in Jerv»iilem. 

34 And Barzillai said to the king, 
How many years have I to lire, that 
I should go up with the king to Je- 
rusalem? 



35 I am this day eighty years old ; 
and can I discern between good and 
evil? Can thy servant tastowhati 
eat or drink? Can I hear any more 
tke voice of singing. men and singing 
women ? Wherefore then should thy 
servant bo henceforth a burden to my 
lord the king ? 

36 Thyservantwillgoalitt^wayovw 
the Jordan with the king. And why 
should the king reward me with bu(^ 
a reward? 

37 Let thy servant, I pray thee, turn 
back again, that I may die itt mine 
own city, by the grave ol my father ^ 
and <^ my mother. But behold thy 
servant Chimham ; let him go over 
with my lord the king; and do him 
what shall seem good to thee. 

38 And the king answered, Chim- 
ham shall go over with me, and I will 
do to him that which shall seem good 
to thee; and whatsoever thou shaft re- 
quire of me, t^at will I do for thee. 

39 And all the people went over 
the Jordan. And when the king wa s 
come over, ike king kissed Barrillai, 
and blessed him. And hereturned to 
his own place. 

4a Then the king wen% on to Oilgal, 
and Chimham went on with him ; and 
all the people of Judah conducted 
the king, and also half the people of 
Israel. 

41 And behold, all the men of Is- 
rael came to the king and said to the 
king, Why have our brethren the 
men of Judah stolen thee away, and 
have brought the king, and his house- 
hold, and all David's men wiUi him, 
over the Jordan? 

42 And all the men of Judah an- 
swered the men of Israel, Because the 
king is near of kin to us. And why 
are ye angry for this matter ? Have 
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we eaten at all tbe king's cost ? or 
hath he given us any gift? 

43 And the men of Israel answer- 
ed the men of Jndah and said, We 
have ten parts in the king, and we 
have also more right m David than 
ye. Why then did ye despise as, 
ihAt oar adviise shonM noihe first had 
m bringing back oar king ? And 
the words of the men of Jadah were 
fiercer than the words of the men of 
Israel. 

CHAPTER XX. 

A ND there happened to be there a 
man of Belial [or wiokedness], 
whose name was Sheba, the son of 
Bichri, a Jaminite [or Benjamite]. 
And he blew a trumpet, and said, We 
ha^e no part in David, neither have 
we inheritance in the son of Jesse ; 
every man to hk teat, Israel. 

2 So every man of Israel went up 
from following David, and followed 
Sheba the son of Biohri. But the 
men of Judah clave to their king, 
frcmi the Jordan even to Jerasaiem. 

3 And David came to his house at 
Jerasaiem. 

4 Then said the Idng to Amaw, 
Call together unto me the men of Jo- 
dah withid three days, and be thou 
here present. 

5 So Amasa went to call together 
Jadah ; but he tarried longer t^an 
the set time which he had appointed 
him. 

6 And David said to Abishai, Now 
will Sheba the son of Btohri do us 
more harm t^an Absalom. Take thou 
thy lord's servants, and pursue- after 
him, lest he get for himself fenced 
cities, and escape from our eyes. 

7 And there went out after him 
Joab*3 men, and tiieaxe-^bearers, and 



the runners, and all the warriors. 
And they went out of Jerusalem, to 
parsne after Sheba ib^ son of Bichri. 

8 When they were at the great stone 
which is in Gideon, Amasa came to 
meet them. And Joab had girded 
his outer gaoment that he had put on, 
and upon it was girded a sword fast- 
ened upon his loins in its sheath; and 
86 he went forth it fell out. 

9 And Joab said to Amasa, Art 
thou in heakh, my brother? And 
Joab took Amasa by the beard with 
the right hand to kiss him. 

10 But Amasa took no heed to the 
sword that was in Joab's hand. So 
he smote him therewith in the fifth 
rib, and shed out his bowels to the 
ground, and struck him not again ; 
and he died. And Joab and Abi- 
shai his brother porsned after Sheba 
the son of Bichrl 

11 And one of Joab's young men 
stood by him, and said. He that fa* 
voureth Joab, and he that is for Da- 
vid, let hitt go after Joab. 

12 And Amasa wallowed in lus 
blood in the midst of the highway. 
And when the man saw that all the 
people stood stilly he removed Amasa 
out of the highway into the field, and 
cast a clo<^ upon him, when he saw 
thsA every one that came by him stood 
still. 

13 When he was put aside out of 
the highway, every man went on af- 
ter Joab to pursue after Sheba the 
son of Bichri. 

14 And [Sheba] went through all 
the tribes of Israel unto Abel, and to 
Beth-maacha. And all the chosen 
men were gathered together, and went 
also after him. 

15 And they came and besieged him 
in Abel nearBeth-maachah, and they 



124 



n. SAMUEL. 



CHAFTEBZZI* 



oast up a siege-moaod against the ci- 
ty, and it stood against tibie rampart. 
And all the people that were with 
Joab battered the wall to throw it 
down. 

16 Then cried a wise woman out of 
the city, Hear, hear; say, I pray 
yon, unto Joab, Gome near hither 
that I may speak with thee. 

17 And when he was come near to 
her, the woman said, Art thou Joab ? 
And he answered, I am he. Then 
she said to him, Hear the words of 
thy handmaid. And he answered, I 
do hear. 

18 Then she spake, saying, They 
were wont to speak in old times, say- 
ing, 'They shall surely ask at Abel' ; 
and so they ended a matter. 

19 We are peaceable and faithful 
in Israel ; thou sedcest to destroy a 
city, and a chief city in Israel. Why 
wilt thou swallow up the Lord's in- 
heritance ? 

20 And Joab answered and said, 
Far be it, far be k from me, that I 
should swallow up or destroy. 

21 The matter is not so. But a 
man from the hill country of Ephraim, 
Sheba the son of Bichri by name, 
hath lifted up his hand against king 
David. Deliver up him only, and I 
will depart from the city. And the 
woman said to Joab, Behold, his 
head shall be thrown to thee over 
the wall. 

22 Then the woman went to all the 
people in her wisdom. And Uiey 
cut off the head of Sheba the son of 
Bichri, and cast it out to Joab. And 
he blew a trumpet, and they retired 
from the city, every man to his tent. 
And Joab returned to Jerusalemto 
the king. 

23 Now Joab was over all the host 



of Israel ; and Benaiah the son of 
Jehoiada was over the Axe-bearers and 
over the Runners ; 

24 And Adoram was over the trib- 
ute; and Jehosophat the son of 
Ahilud was recorder ; 

25 And Sheva was scribe ; and Za- 
dok and Abiathar were priests ; 

26 And Ira also the Jairite was a 
priest unto David. 

CHAPTER XXI. 

nPHEN there was ^ fanune in die 
days of David for three years, 
year after year; and David inquired, 
and he was told, It is for Saul, 
and for the iiouse of bloodshed, 
because he slew the G-ibeonites. 

2 And the king called the Oibeon- 
ites, and said to them; (now the 
Gibeonites were not of the children 
of Israel, but of the remnant of the 
Amorites; and all the (ddldren of Is- 
rael had sworn to them; but Saul 
sought to slay them in his zeal for 
the children of Israel and Judah;) 

3 And David said to the G-ibeopites, 
What shall I do for you ? And 
wherewith shall I make atonement, 
that ye may bless Yayvbh's inherit- 
tanoe? 

4 And the Gibeonites said to him. 
We will have^ no silver nor gold from 
Saul, nor from hb house ; neither 
for us shall any man be put to death 
within [the land of] Israel. And he 
said. What ye shall say, that will I 
do for you. 

5 And they answered the king, 
The man that consumed us, and that 
devised against us, that we should 
be destroyed from remaining within 
any of the boundaries of Israel, let 
seven men of his sons be delivered to 
us, and we will impale them in Gibe* 
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ah of Saul. And the king said, I 
will ffYe them. 

6 Bat the king spared Mephibosheth, 
the son of Jonathan the son of Saul, 
because of the oath of God that was 
between them, between David and 
Jonathan the son of Saul. 

7 But the king took the two sons of 
Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, whom 
she bare unto Saul, Armoni and Me- 
phibosheth ; and the five sons of 
Miehal [or Merab] the daughter of 
Sauly whom she bare to Adriel the 
son of Barzillai the Meholathite ; 

8 And he delivered them into the 
hands of the Gibeonites, and they 
impaled them on the hill before the 
LoBD.. And they fell all seven to- 
gether, and were put to death in the 
days of harvest, in the first [month], 
in the beginning of the barley har- 
vest. 

9 And Rizpah Uie daughter of 
Aiah took SMkcloth, and spread it 
for her upon the rock, from the be- 
ginning of harvest until water drop- 
ped upon them out of the heavens, 
and she suffered neither the birds of 
die air to rest on them by day, nor 
the wild beasts of the field by night. 

10 And it was told David what 1^- 
pah, the daughter of Aiah had done. 

11 And David went and took the 
bones of Saul and the bones of Jona- 
than his son from the men of Jabesh 
in Gilead, who had stolen them from 
the broad place in Beth-shan, where 
the Philistines had hanged them, 
when the Philistines had slain Saul 
in Gilboa. 

12 And he brought up from thence 
the bones of Si^ul and the bones of 
Jonathan his sou : and they gathered 
up the bones of them that were im- 
paled. 



13 And the bones of Saul and Jo- 
nathan his son buried they in the 
land of Benjamin, in Zelah, in the 
burial-place of Kish his father ; and 
they performed all that the king com- 
manded. 

14 Moreover the Philistines had 
yet again war with Israel. And Da- 
vid went down, and his servants with 
him, and fought against the Philis- 
tines; and David waxed faint. 

15 And Ishbi-b«)nob, who was of tht^ 
sons of the giant, the weight of 
whose spear was three hundred 
[Shekels] of copper in weight, he be- 
ing girded with a new swmrd, thought 
to have slain David. 

16 But Abishai the son of Zeruiah 
succoured him, and smote the Philis- 
tine and killed him. Then the men 
of David swareto him, saying, Thou 
shalt go no more out with us to bat- 
Ucy that thou queoidi not the lamp of 
Israel. 

17 And it came to pass after this, 
that there was again a battle with the 
Philistines at G^b. Then Sibbechai 
the Hushathite slew Saph, who was 
of the sons of the giant. 

18 And there was again a battle in 
G^ with the PhOistines, where El- 
hanan the son of Jair [or David the 
son of Jesse] a Beth-lehemite, slew 
Goliath the Gathite, the staff of 
whose spear was like a weaver*sbeam. 

19 And there was again a battle in 
Gath, where was a man of great stat- 
ure, that had on every hand six fin- 
gers and on every foot six toes, four 
and twenty in number; and he also 
was bom to the giant. 

20 And when he defied Israel, Jo- 
nathan the son of Shimeah the 
brother of David slew him. 

21 These four awireOSgA^-to the 
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giant in Gath, and they fell by the 
hand of David, even by the hand of 
his servants. 

CHAPTER XXn. 

A ND David spake unto the Lord 
the words of This SoNa in the 
day that the Lord had delivered him 
out of the hand of all his enemies, 
and out of the hand of Said, 

2 And he said, 

Thb Lord is my rock, and my for- 
tress, and my deliverer ; 

3 My Gbd, my rook, in whom I will 

trust ; 
My shield, and the horn of my 

salvation; 
My high tower, a:*d my refuge, my 

saviour ; 
Thou savest me from violence. 

4 With praises I will call on the Lobd ; 
So shall I be sttrad from mine e^e^ 

mies. 
6 When the waves of death encom- 
passed me. 
The floods of wickedness made me 
afinsdd; 

6 This oords of the, nether-woi^d en- 

compassed me about; 
The snares of death were before me, 

7 In my distress I called on the Loab, 
Yea, I oalied to my God ; 

And he heard my voice out of his 

temple ; 
And mv cry did enter into his ears. 
9 Then the earth shook and trembled * 
The fbundations of the heavens 

were disquieted. 
And they were shaken because he 

was wroth. 
9 There went up a smoke before his 

presence. 
And fire out of his mouth devoured ; 
Coals were kindled by it, 

10 He bowed the heavens also, and 

came down ; 
And darkness was under his feet. 

11 And he rode upon a cherub, and 

did fly ; 
And he appeared upon the wings of 
the wind. 

12 And he made darkness pavilions 

round about him. 



The gatherings of waters, thick 
clouds of the skies. 

13 At the brightness before him Were 

coals of Are kindled. 
The Lobd thundered from the 
heavens, 

14 And the Most High gave forth his 

voice. 

15 And he sent out arrows, and scat- 

tered them ; 
Lightning, and he disoomflted 
them. 

16 And the channels of the sea were 

seen, 
The foundations of the world were 

laid bare. 
At the Lobd's rebuke, at a blast of 

the breath of his presence.. 

17 He stretched forth from above, he 

took me ; 
He raised me up out of great 
waters; 

18 He delivered me firom my strong 

enemy. 
From my foes, for they weore too 
strong for me. 

19 They came against me in the day of 

my calamity; 
Bui the Ix)BD<was my support. 
90 He brought me forth also into open 
spacej 
He delivered!^ me, because he de- 
lighted in me. 
21 The Lobd recompeneed me accord- 
ing to my righteousness ; 
According to the cleanness of my 
hands he rewarded me. 
211 For I have kept the ways of the 
Lobd, 
Ajid have not wid^edly departed 
from my God. 

23 For all his judgments were before 

me ; 
And as for his statutes, I did not de- 
part from them. 

24 I wafi^ also upright before him. 
And I have kept myself from mine 

iniquity. 

25 And the Lobd rewarded me acoord- 

ing to my rightousness : 
According Jbo my cleanness before 
his eyes. 
86 With the merciful thou shewest 
thyself merciful. 
And with an upright man thou 
^^%^i^ thyself p^p3 
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And with the froward thou shewest 
thyself perverse, 

27 And the afflicted people thou savest; 
But bringest down thine eyes upon 

the haughty, 

28 For thou art my lamp, O Eternal ; 
And the Lord will enlighten my 

darkness. 

29 For by thee I would run through a 

troop ; 
By my God. would X le£^ over a wall. 

30 As for God, his way is perfect ; 
The word of the Lobd is tried ; 

He is a shield to all those that trust 
in him. 
il For who is Gk)d, save the Eternal ? 
And who is a rock, except our God ? 
32 God is my fortress of strength ; 
And he sheweth to the perfect his 
path. 
38 He maketh my feet like deer's feet ; 
And setteth me upon my high 
places. 

34 He teacheth my hands to war ; 

So -that a bow of oopper m bent by 
mix^ arftts. 

35 ThoiL also givest m^ the^ sM^^d of 

thy salvation ; 
And thy answering my prayer 
maketir me great. ' 

36 Tbo« hast indened my step? under 

me; 
So that mv ankles do not' totter. 

37 I pursued miue enemies wid de- 

stroyed them ; 
And I tumed not baok tm they 
were consumed. 

38 And I consumed them, and shat- 

tered them ; 
That they rise not; yea. they are 
fallen under my feet. 

39 For thou didst gird me with 

strength for battle ; 
Thou subduedst under me those 
that rose up against me. 

40 Thou also gavest me the necks of 

mine enemies, 
l^At I might destoroy them that 
hate me. 

41 They eried for help, bat there was 

none to save; 
Even unto God, but he answered 
them not. 

42 Then did I beat them small as the 

dust of the earth. 



I pounded them, I crushed them as 
the mire of the street. 

43 Thou also deliveredst Die from the 

strivings of my people. 
Thou hast kept me to be the head of 

nations ; 
A people whom I know not serve 

me; 

44 Sons of the foreigner fawn before 

me ; 
When the ear heareth, they are 
obedient to me. 

45 Sons of the foreigner fade away. 
And they gird themselves in their 

border-fastnesses. 

46 The Lobd liveth : and blessed be my 

rock ; 
And exalted be my God, the rock of 
my salvation. 

47 It is God that giveth me vengeance, 
And that bringeth down the peoples 

under me, 

48 And that bringeth me forth from 

mine enemies. 
Thou also liftest me above those 

that rise up against me ; 
Thou hast delivered me from the 

m»m of violence* 

49 l^herefore I confess thee, Lobd, 

among the nations. 
And I will sing praises unto thy 

name. 
5Q Qe is a tower of salvation to his 

king ; 
And he sheweth kindness to his 

anointed. 
To David) and to his offis^ng fbr 

evermove. 

CHAPTER XXTTT, 

MOW these Mre the last words of 
David, the inspired word of David 
the son of Jesse, and the inspired 
word of the man who was raised up 
on liigh, the anomted of the God of 
Jaoob, and sweet psalmist of Israel 

2 The spirit of the Lobd spake within 

me. 
And his word was on my tongue ; 

3 The God of Israel said to me. 
The Bock of Israel spake — 
A ruler of men must be just, 
Buling in the fear of Go^[e 
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4 And he shall be as the light of the 

morning, 
When the sun riseth, in a morning 

withont clouds ; 
Shining after rain on the grass of 

the earth : — 

5 Although my hoase be not right 

with God ; 
Yet he hath made with me an ever- 

sting covenant, 
Ordered in all things, and to be 

kept. 
For this is all my salvation, and all 

my desire. 
For the wicked are not made to 

crow. 

6 They all shall be thmst away as 

thorns, 
Because they cannot be taken hold 
of with the hands ; 

7 But the man that shall touch th«m 
Must be fenced with iron and the 

staff of a spear ; 
And thejr shall be utterly burned 
with fire in their place. 

8 These are the names of the 
warriors whom David had; Josheb 
bassebet, the Tachmonite, head of the 
ohiefe of three [or chaiiot-warriors] ; 
the same was Adino the Bznite; 
because of eight huidred, whom he 
slew at one time. 

9 And after him was Bleazar the 
son of Dodo the son of Ah<^ one of 
the three warriors with David, when 
they defied the Philistines that were 
there gathered together to battle, 
and the men of Israel were gone 
away ; 

10 He arose and smote the Philis- 
tines until his hand was weary, and 
his hand clave unto the sword. And 
the LoBD wrought a great salvation 
that day ; and the people returned 
after him only to spoil. 

11 And after him was Shammah 
the son of Agee the Hararite. And 
the Philistines were gathered together 
to Lehi, where there was a piece of 



ground fall of lentiles. And the 
people fled from the Philistmes. 

12 But he stood in the midst of the 
piece of ground, and defended it, and 
slew the Philistines. And the LoBD 
wrought a great salvation. 

13 And ^ree of the thirty chiefe 
went down, and came to David in the 
harvest time to the cave near Adul- 
lam ; and the Philistine wHd beasts 
pitched in the Valley of the Giants. 

14 And David was then in a strong- 
hold, and the garrison of the Philis- 
tines was then in Beth-lehem. 

15 And David longed, and said, 
Oh that one would give me drink of 
the water of the well of Beth-lehem, 
which is by the city gate I 

16 And the th^e warriors brake 
through the camp (d the Philistines, 
and drew water oat of the well of 
Beth-lehem, that was by the city 
gate, and took it, and brought it to 
David. Nevertheless he would not 
drink thereof, but poured it out unto 
the Lord. 

17 And he said. It were wrong in 
me, LoBD, that I should do ti^« 
This is the blood of the men that 
went in jeopardy of their lives* 
Therefore he would not drink it. 
These things did these three warriors. 

18 And Abishai, the brother of 
Joab, the son of Zeruiah, was a 
chief among three. And he lifted up 
his spear against three hundred, and 
slew them, and had a name among 
the three. 

19 Was he not most honourable of 
the three? therefore he was their 
captain. Howbeit he attained not 
unto the three. 

20 And Benaiah the son of Jehoi- 
ada, the son of a valiant man of 
Kabzeel, wh^gfei^y 4one many acts, 
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he slew two lion-like men of Moab. 
He went down also and slew a lion in 
the midst of a jat in the time of snow. 

21 And he slew an Egyptian, a 
goodly man. And the Egyptian had 
a spear in his hand ; but he went 
down to him with a stick, and 
plucked the spear out of the Egyp- 
tian's hand, and slew him with his 
own spear. 

22 These things did Benaiah the 
son of J^oiada, and had a name 
among the three warriors. 

23 He was honourable among the 
thirty, but he attained not to ihe 
three. And David set him over his 
oonnoil. 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

A ND the king said to Joab the 
captain of the forces that were 
with him, G-o now to and fro through 
all the tribes of Israel, from Ban 
eyen to Beer-sheba, and register ye 
the people, that I may know the 
number of the people. 

2 And Joab said to the king, Now 
may the LoBD thy God add to the 
people, how many soever they be, a 
hundred-fold, and may the eyes of 
my lord the king see it. But why 
doth my lord the king delight in thh 
thing? 

3 Notwithstanding, the king's 
word prevailed against Joab, and 
against the captains of the forces. 
And Joab and the captains of the 
forces went out from the presence of 
the king, to register the people of 
Israel. 

4 And they passed over the Jordan, 
and pit(^ied in Aroer, on the right 
[or soul^ skle] of the city that lieth 
in^e midst of the valley ot Gad, and 
toward Jazer. 



5 Then they came to Gilead, and to 
the land of the Lower-Hodeshites ; 
and they came to Dan-jaan [or 
Paneas], and passed round to Sidon, 

6 And came to the stronghold of 
Tyre, and to all the cities of the 
Hivites, and of the Canaanites ; and 
they went out to the South country 
of Judah, even to Beer-sheba. 

7 So when they had gone to and fro 
through all the land, they came to 
Jerusalem at the end of nine months 
and twenty days. 

8 And Joab gave up the sum of the 
register of the people to the king. 
And there were in Israel eight hun- 
dred thousand valiant men that drew 
the sword ; and the men of Judah 
were five hundred thousand men. 

9 And David's heart smote him 
after that he had numbered the 
people. 

10 And the Lobd sent ^ pestilence 
upon Israel, and there died of the 
people from Dan even to Beer-sheba 
seventy thousand men. 

11 And the angel of the LoBB 
stretched out* his hand upon Jerusa- 
lem to destroy it. 

12 And David spake to the Lobd, 
when he saw the angel that smote the 
people, and said, Lo, I have sinned, 
and I have done wicked ; but these 
sheep, what have they done? Let 
thy hand, I pray thee, be against 
me, and against my father's house. 

13 And the Lobd repented him of 
the evil, and said to the angel that 
was destroying the people, It is 
enough. Stay now thy hand. And 
the angel of the Lobd was by the 
threshing-place of Araunah the Jebu- 
site. 

14 And the prophet Gad came that 
day to David, and said to him. Go up 
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rear an altar unto the Lobd on the 
threahing-floor of Araonah the Jebu- 
fate, 

15 And David, aco(»rding to the, 
saying of Gad, went up as the Lord 
commanded. 

16 And Araunah looked, and saw 
the king and his servants coming on 
toward him. And Araunah went out, 
and bowed himself before the king on 
his face upon the ground. 

17 And Araunah said, Wherefore 
is my lord the king come to his ser- 
vant ? And David said. To buy the 
threshing-floor of thee, to build an 
altar unto the LoBD, that the plague 
may be stayed from the people. 

18 And Araunah said to David, 
Let my lord the king take and offer 
up what seemeth good to hun. Be- 



hold, here are oxen for burnt offering,, 
and thre^ing instruments and in- 
struments of the oxen for wood. 

19 All these things did king Araii- 
nah give to the king. And Araunah 
said to the king. May the LoBD thy 
God accept thee. 

20 And the king said to Araunah, 
Nay ; but I will surely buy it of thee 
at a price ; neither will I offer up 
burnt offerings to the Lord my God 
of that which doth cost me niching. 
So David bought the threshing-floor 
and the oxen for fifty shekels of 
silver. 

21 And David built there an altar 
to the Lord, and offered up burnt 
offerings and peace offerings. So the 
Lord was intreated for the land, and 
the plague was stayed from Israel 
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CHAPTER L 

MOW KING DAVID WAS OLD and 

Stricken in years; and they covered 
him with clothes, but he got no heat. 

2 Then Adon\jah the son of Hag- 
gith exalted himself, saying, I will 
be king. And he prepared for him- 
self a chariot and horsemen, and fif- 
ty horsemen, and fifty men to run be- 
fore him. 

3 And his father had not blamed 
him at any time saying, Why hast 
thou done so ? And he also was of 
a very handsome figure; and his 
mother bare him after Absalom. 

4 And he took counsel with Joab the 
son of Zeruiah, and withAbiathar the 
priest ; and they helped Adonijah as 
followers. 

5 But Zadok the priest, and Be- 



naiah the son of Jehoiada, and Na- 
than the prophet, and Shimei, and 
Rei, and the warriors who belonged 
to David, were not with Adonijah. 

6 And Adonijah slew sheep and 
oxen and fat cattle by the stone of 
Zoheleth, which is by Ain-rogel, and 
called all his brethren the king's sons, 
and ail the men of Judah the king's 
servants. 

7 Then Nathan spake to Bath- 
sheba the mother of Solomon, say- 
ing. Hast thou not heard that Adoni- 
jah the son of Haggith doth reign, 
and David our lord knowetii it not? 

8 Now therefore come, let me, I 
pray thee, give thee counsel, that 
thou mayest save thine own life, and 
the life of thy son Solomon. 

9 Go and get thee in untokinx D»- 
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vid, and say to him, Didst not t^ou 
my lord, king, swear, to thy 
handmaid, saying. Assuredly Solo- 
mon thy son shall reign after me, and 
he shall sit upon my throne? Why 
then doth Adonijah reign ? 

10 Behold, while thou yet talkest 
there with tiie king, I also will come 
in after thee, and confirm thy words. 

11 And Bath-sheba went in unto 
&e king into the chamber. And the 
king was very old : and Abishag the 
Shunemite ministered to the king. 

12 And Bath-sheba bowed, and did 
reverence to the king. And the king 
said. What wouldest thou ? 

13 And she said to him, My lord, 
thou didst sware by the Lobd thy 
God unto thy handmaid, saying, As- 
suredly Solomon thy son shall reign 
after me, and he shall sit upon my 
throne. 

14 And now, bohold, Adonijah 
reigneth; and now my lord the king, 
thou knowest it not. 

15 And he hath slain oxen and fat 
cattle and sheep in abundance, and 
hath called all the sods of the king, 
and Abiathar the priest, and Joab 
the captain of the army; but Solomon 
thy servant hath he not called. 

16 And thou, my lord, king, the 
eyes of all Israel are on thee, that 
thou shouldest tell them who shall sit 
on the throne of my lord the king af- 
ter him. 

17 Or it ¥dll come to pass, when 
my lord the king shall sleep with his 
Others, that I and my son Scdomon 
shall be counted offenders. 

18 And lo, while she yet talked 
with the king, Nathan the prophet al- 
so came in. 

19 And they told the king saying. 
Behold Nathan the prophet. And 



when he was come in before the king, 
he bowed himself before the king 
with his face to the ground. 

20 And Nathan said. My lord, 
king, hast thou said, Adonijah shall 
reign after me, and he shall sit upon 
my throne? 

21 E'er he is gone down this day, 
and hath slain oxen and fat cattle 
in abundance, and hath called all the 
king's sons, and the captains of the 
army, and Abiathar the priest ; and 
behold, they eat and drink before 
him, and say, May king Adonijah live. 

22 But me, even me thy servant, 
and Zadok the priest, and Benaiah 
ihe son of Jehoiada, and thy ser- 
vant Solomon, hath he not called. 

23 Is this thing done by my lord 
the king, and thou hast not shewed ta 
thy servant who should sit on the 
throne of my lord the king after him? 

24 Then king David answered and 
said to Bath-sheba, As the Lord 
liveth, who hath redeemed my soul out 
of all distress, 

25 Even as I sware to thee by the 
Lord the God of Israel, saying, As- 
suredly Solomon thy son shall reign 
after me, and he shall sit upon my 
throne in my stead ; even so will I 
certainly do this day. 

26 Then Bath-sheba bowed with 
her face to the earth, and did rever- 
ence to the king, and said, May my 
lord king David live for ever. 

27 And king David said, Call to me 
Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the 
son of Jehoiada. And they came in 
before the king. 

28 The king also said to them, Take 
with you the servants of your lord, 
and cause Solomon my son to ride up- 
on mine own, ind^e^<an^^ri[jg him 
downfcoGihon. o 
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29 And let Zadok the priest and 
Nathan the prophet anoint him there 
to be the king over Israel. And blow 
ye with a trumpet and say, May king 
Solomon live. 

30 Then ye shall go up after him, 
and he shall come and sit upon my 
throne ; for he shall be king in my 
stead; and I have appointed him to be 
ruler over Israel and over Judah. 

31 And Benaiahthesonof Jehoiada 
answered the king and said, Amen ; 
may the Eternal the God of my lord 
the king say so too. 

32 As the LOBD hath been with 
my lord the king, even so may he be 
with Solomon, and make his throne 
greater than the throne of my lord 
king David. 

33 So Zadok the priest, and Nathan 
the prophet, and Benaiah the son of 
Jehoiada, and the Axe-bearers, and 
the Runners, went down, and caused 
Solomon to ride upon king David's 
mule, and brought him to Gihon. 

34 And Zadok the priest took a 
horn of oil out of the tent, and anoint- 
ed Solomon. And they blew a trum- 
pet: and all the people went up after 
him, and the people piped with pipes, 
and rejoiced with groat joy, so that 
the earth was rent with the sound of 
them. 

35 And when Adonijah and all the 
guests that were with him heard it 
they made an end of eating. And 
when Joab heard the sound of the 
trumpet, he said, Wherefore is this 
noise of the city being in an uproar ? 

36 And while he yet spake, behold 
Jonathan the son of Abiathar the 
pri^t came. And Adonijah said to 
him. Come in; for thou art a man of 
valour, and bringest good tidings. 

37 And Jonathan answered and 



said to Adonijah, Verily our lord 
king David hath made Solomon king. 

38 And the king hath sent with him 
Zadok the priest, and Nathan the 
prophet, and Benaiah the son of 
Jehoiada, and the Axe-bearers, and 
the Runners, and they have caused 
him to ride upon the king's mule. 

39 And Zadok the priest and Na- 
than the prophet have anointed him 
to be king in Gihon. And they are 
come up from thence rejoicing, so that 
the city is in an uproar. This is the 
noise that ye have heard. 

40 And moreover the king's servants 
came to bless our lord king David, 
saying. May God make the name of 
Solomon better than thy name, and 
make his throne greater than thy 
throne. And the king bowed him- 
self upon the bed. 

41 And also thus said the king, 
Blessed be the Lobd the G^ of Is- 
rael, who hath given one to sit on my 
throne this day, mine eyes even see- 
ing it. 

42 And all the guests that were 
with Adonijah were afraid, and rose 
up, and went every man his own way. 

43 Adonijah feared because of 
Solomon, and arose, and went, and 
caught hold on the horns of the al- 
tar. 

44 And it was told Soloiion, say- 
ing, Behold Adon^ah feareth king 
Solomon. For lo, he hath taken hold 
on the horns of the altar, saying. Let 
king Solomon swear to me to-day that 
he will not slay his servant with the 
sword. 

45 And Solomon said. If he will 
be a worthy man, there shall not a 
hair of him fall to the earth. Bat 
if wickedness shall be found in him, 
then he shall di^y^OOgle 
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46 So king Solomon sent, and they 
ImMight him down from the attar. 
And he came and bowed himself to 
king Solomon; and SoloiQon said to 
him, Go to thy house. 

CHAPTER n. 

J^OW David's days drew nigh that 
he should die; and he charged 
Solomon his son, saying, 

2 I go the way of all the earth ; 
be thou str(mg therefore, and be a 
man: 

3 And keep the charge of the LoBD 
thy God, to walk in his ways, to keep 
his statutes, his commandments, and 
his judgments, and his testimonies, as 
it is written in the Law of Moses, so 
that thou mayest do wisely in all that 
thou doest, and withersoever thou 
tumest thyself ; 

4 So that the Lobd may establish 
his word which he spake concerning 
me, saying, If thy children take heed 
to their way, to walk before me in 
truth with all their heart and with all 
their soul, there shall not fail thee 
(said he) a man on the throne of Is- 
rael. 

5 Moreover thou knowest also what 
Joab t^e son of Zeruiah did to me, 
even what he did to the two captains 
of the hosts of Israel, to Abner the 
son of Ner, and to Amasa the son of 
Jether, whom he slew, and shed the 
blood of war in peace, and put the 
blood of war upon his belt that was 
about his loins, and in his shoes that 
were on his feet. 

6 Do therefore according to thy wis- 
dom, and let not his hoary head go 
down to the grave in peace. ' 

7 But show kinduess to the sons of 
Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them 
be among those that eat at thy ta- 



ble ; for so they came to me when I 
fled from before Absalom thy brother. 

8 And behold, thou hast with thee 
Shimei the son of Gera, aBenjamite, 
of Bahurim, who cursed me with a 
violent curse in the day when I went 
to Mahanaim. But he came down to 
meet me at the Jordan, and I sware 
to him by the Lobd, saying, I will 
not put thee to death with the sword. 

9 Now therefore, hold him not guilt- 
less ; for thou art a wise man, and 
knowest what thou oughtest to do; him 
and his hoary head bring thou down 
to the grave with blood. 

10 So David slept with his fathers, 
and was buried in the city of David. 

11 And the days that David reigned 
over Israel were forty years. Seven 
years reigned he in Hebron, and 
thirty and three years reigned he in 
Jerusalem. 

12 Then sat Solomon upon the 
throne of David his father [B. C. 
9t6] ; and his kingdom was establish- 
ed greatly. 

13 And Adonijah the son of Hag- 
gith came to Bath-sheba the mother 
of Solomon. And she said, Comest 
thou peaceably ? And he said, Peace- 
ably. 

14 He said moreover, I have some- 
what to say to thee. 

15 And she said, Say on. And he 
said, Thou knowest that the kingdom 
was mine, and that all Israel set 
their faces on me that I should reigo . 
Howbeit the kingdom is turned about 
and is become my brother's ; for it 
was his from the LoBD. 

16 And now I ask one petition of 
thee ; turn me not back. And she 
said to him, Say on. 

17 And he said. Speak, I pray 
thee, to Solomon the king, (for he 
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will not turn thee back,) that he ^ve 
me Abishag the Shunemite to wife. 

18 And Bath-sheba said, Well ; I 
will speak for thee to the king. 

19 Bath-sheba therefore went to 
king Solomon, to speak to him for 
Adonijah. And the king rose up to 
meet her, and bowed himself to her, 
and sat down on his throne, and caus- 
ed a throne to be placed for the king's 
mother; and she sat on his right 
hand. 

20 Then she said, I desire one small 
petition of thee ; turn me not back. 
And the king said to her, Ask on, my 
mother, for I will not turn thee back. 

21 And she said, Let Abishag the 
Shunemite be given. to Adonijah thy 
brother to wife. 

22 And king Solomon answered and 
said to his mother, And why dost 
thou ask Abishag the Shunemite for 
Adonijah? Ask for him the king- 
dom also; (for he is mine elder 
brother ;) even for him, and for 
Abiathar the priest, and for Joab the 
son of Zeruiah. 

23 Then king Solomon sware by 
the Lord, saying, God do so to me, 
and more also, if Adonijah have not 
spoken this against his own life. 

24 Now therefore as the Lord 
liveth, who hath established me, and 
made me sit on the throne of David 
my father, and who hath made for 
me a house, as he promised, Adoni- 
jah shall be put to death this day. 

25 And king Solomon sent by the 
hand of Benaiah the son of Jehoiada. 
And he fell upon him that he died. 

26 And to Abiathar the priest said 
the king, Get thee to Anathoth, to 
thine own fields ; for thou art worthy 
of death. But I will not at this tune 
put thee to death, because thou didst 



bear the Ark of the LOBD before 
David my father, and because thoa 
hast been afflicted in all wherein my 
father was afflicted. 

27 So Solomon thrust out Abiathar 
from being priest unto the Lord ; 
that he might fulfil the word of the 
Lord, which he spake concerning the 
house of Eli in Shiloh. 

28 Then tidings came to Joab : for 
Joab had turned aside after Adoni- 
jah, though he turned not aside after 
Absalom. And Joab fled to the Tent 
of the Lord, and caught hold on the 
horns of the altar. 

I 29 And it was told king Solomon 
I that Joab was fled to the Tent of the 

Lord, and behold, he is by the altar. 
I Then Solomon sent Benaiah the son 
I of Jehoiada, saying, Go, fall upon 

him. 

30 And Benaiah came to the Tent 
of the Lord, and said to him, Thus 
saith the king. Come forth. And he 
said. Nay ; but I will die here. And 
Benaiah brought the king word again, 
saying, Thus said Joab, and thus he 
answered me. 

31 And the king said to him. Do as 
he hath said, and fall upon him, and 
bury him; that thou mayest take 
away the wanton bloodsihed which 
Joab shed, from me, and from the 
house of my father. 

32 And the Lord will return his 
blood upon his own head, who feU 
upon two men, more righteous and 
better than he, and slew them with 
the sword, my father David not know- 
ing thereof, to-wit, Abner the son of 
Ner, captain of the host of Israel, 
and Amasa the son of Jether, captain 
of the host of Judah. 

33 Their blood shall therefore re- 
turn upon the head of Joab, and up- 
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on the head of his children for ever ; 
bat upon David, and upon his chil- 
dren, and upon his house, and upon 
his throne, shall there be peace for 
ever from the Lobd. 

34 So Benaiah the son of Jehoiada 
went ap, and fell upon him, and slew 
him. And he was buried in his own 
house in the desert. 

35 And the king put Benaiah the 
am of Jehoiada in his room over the 
host ; and Zaddc the priest did the 
king put in the room of Abiathar. 

36 And the king sent and called 
for Shimei, and said to him, Build 
for thee a house in Jerusalem, and 
dwell there, and go not forth thence 
any whither. 

37 For it shall be, that on the day 
thou goest out, and passest over the 
valley of the Kidron, thou shalt know 
foo^ certain that thou shalt surely die; 
thy blood shall be up<m thine own 
head. 

38 And Shimei said to the king. 
The saying is good. As my lord the 
king hath said, so will thy servant do. 
And Shimei dwelt in Jerusalem many 
days. 

39 And it came to pass at the end 
ei three years, that two of the ser- 
raSata of Shimei ran away unto Achish 
son of Maadiah king of Ghith. And 
they told Shimei, saying. Behold, 
iky servants are in Gath. 

40 And Shimei arose, and saddled 
Mb ass, and went to Gath to Achish 
to seek his servants. And Shimei 
went, and brought his servants from 
Gkth. 

41 And it was told Solomon that 
Shimei had gone frcnn Jerusalem to 
Q&ih, and was come again. 

42 And the king sent and called 
tor Shimei, and said to him. Did I not 



make thee to swear by the Lobd, and 
protested to thee, saying, Know for 
certain, that on the day thou goest 
out, and walkest abroad any whither, 
thou shalt surely die? And thou 
saidst to me. The word that I have 
heard is good. 

43 Why then hast thou not kept 
the oath of God, and the command 
that I charged thee with ? 

44 The king said moreover to Shi- 
mei, Thou knowest all the wicked- 
ness which thy heart is privy to, that 
thou didst to David my father. 
Therefore the Lobd returneth thy 
wickedness upon thine own head ; 

45 And king Solomon shall be bless- 
ed, and the throne of David shall be 
established before the Lobd for ever. 

46 So the king commanded Benaiah 
the son of Jehoiada ; who went out, 
and fell upon him, that he died. 
And the kingdom was established in 
the hand of Solomon. 

CHAPTER m. 

A ND Solomon joined himself by 
marriage to Pharaoh king of 
Egypt, and took Pharaoh's daughter, 
and brought her into the City of Da- 
vid, until he made an end of build- 
ing his own house, and the House of 
the Lobd, and die wall of Jerusa- 
lem round about. 

2 The people sacrificed only on 
High Plabes, because there was no 
House built unto the name of the 
Lobd, until those days. 

3 And Solomon loved the Lbod, 
walking in the statutes of David his 
father; and he sacrificed and burnt in- 
cense on High Places. 

4 And the king went to Gibeon to 
sacrifice there ; for that was the great 
High Place. A thousand burnt of- 
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f erings did Solomon offior up on that 
altar. 

5 In Oibeon the LoBD appeared to 
Solomon in a dream by night And 
Gtod said, Ask what I shall give thee? 

6 And Solomon said, Thou hast 
shewed to thy servant David my fa- 
ther great kindness, according as he 
walked before thee in trath, and in 
righteousness, and in uprightness of 
heart with thee ; and thou hast given 
him a son to sit on his throne, as it is 
this day. 

7 And now, LoBD, my God, thou 
hast made thy servant king instead 
of David my father ; and I am but 
a little child ; I know not how to go 
out or come in. 

8 And thy servant is in the midst of 
thy people which thou hast chpsen, a 
great people, that cannot be number- 
ed nor counted for multitude. 

9 Give therefore thy servant an un- 
derstanding heart to judge thy peo{de, 
that I may discern between good and 
bad. For who is able to judge this 
great people ? 

10 And the speech was good in the 
eyes of the Lord, that Solomon had 
asked this thing. 

11 And Gt>d said to him, Because 
thou hast asked this thing, and hast 
not asked for thyself length of days : 
neither hast asked riches for thyself, 
nor ha^ asked the life of thine ene- 
mies ; but hast asked for thyself un- 
derstanding to discern judgment ; 

12 Behold, I have done according 
to thy words ; lo, I have given tlwe 
a wise and an understanding heart, 
so that there was none like thee be^ 
fore thee, neither after thee shall 
any arise like unto thee. 

13 And I have also given thee 
that which thou hast not asked, both 



riches and honour; so Uiat there 
shall not be a man among the kings 
like unto thee all the days. 

14 And if thou wilt walk in my 
ways, to keep my statutes and my 
commandments, as thy father David 
did walk, then I wiU lengthen thy 
days. 

15 And Solomon awoke ; and be- 
hold, it was a dream. And he came 
to Jerusalem, and stood before the 
ark of the covenant of GtMl and offer- 
ed up burnt offerings, and sacrificed 
peace offerings, and made a drinking 
feast to all his servants. 

16 Then came there two women to 
the king, and stood before him. 

17 And the one woman said, O my 
lord, I and this woman dwell in one 
house ; and I was delivered of a child 
with her in the house. 

18 And it came to pass the third 
day after that I was deMvered, that 
this woman was delivered also. And 
we were together; there was no 
stranger with us in the house, save 
we two in the house. 

19 And this woman's son died in the 
night ; because she overlaid it. 

20 And she arose at midnight, and 
took my son from beside me, wh|^ 
thy handmaid slept, and laid it in her 
bosom, and laid her dead son in my 
bosom. 

21 And when I rose in the morn- 
ing to give my son suck, behold, it 
was dead. But when ^ had con- 
sidered it well in the morning, behold, 
it was not myson, whom I had bom. 

22 And the other woman said, Nay; 
but the living is myson, and the dead 
is thy son. And this said. No ; but 
the dead is thy son, and the living is 
my son. Thus they spake before the 

king. Digitized by LjOOQ IC 
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23 Then said the king, The one 
saiihf This is my son that liveth, and 
thy son is the dead. And the other 
saithy Nay ; but thy son is dead, and 
my son is the living. 

24 And the king said, Bring me a 
sword. And they brought a sword 
before the king. 

25 And the king said, Divide the 
living ohild in two, and give half to 
the one woman, and half to the other. 

26 Then spake the woman whose the 
living son was unto the king, for her 
heart yearned upon her son, and she 
sud, O my lord, give her the living 
child, and in no wise slay it. But 
the other said, Let it be neither mine 
nor thine, but divide it. 

27 Then the king answered and said, 
Give her the living child, and in no 
wise day it ; she is its mother. 

28 And all Israel heard of the judg- 
ment which the kmg had judged ; and 
they feared fch** king ; for they saw 
that the wisdom of God was in him, 
t(v do judgment. 
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king Solomon was king over all 
Israel. And these were the prin- 
ces which he had, Azarih the son of 
Zadok was the priest ; Elihore{^ and 
Ahijah, the sons of Shisha, were the 
scribes; Jehoshaphat the son ofAhi- 
lad was the recorder ; and Benaiah the 
son of Jehoiada was over the army : 
Zadok and Abiathar were priests; 
and Asariah the son of Nathan was 
over the officers ; and Zabud 'the son 
of Nathan, a priest, was the king's 
friend; and Ahishar was over the 
household ; and Adoniram the son of 
Abda was over the tribute [or labour- 
levy.] 
2 And Solomon had twelve officers 



over all Israel, who provided victuals 
for the king, and his household ; eadi 
man in his month in a year inrovided 
victuals. 

3 Judah and Israel were many, as 
the sand which is by the sea in multi- 
tude, eating and drinking, and mak- 
ing merry. 

4 And Solomon had sway over all 
the kingdoms from the River [Eu- 
phrates] unto the land of the Philis- 
tines, and unto the boundary of Low- 
er Egypt. They brought presents, and 
served Solomon all the days of his life<, 

5 And Sdomon's provision for 
one day were thirty Cors [each seven- 
ty-five gallons] of fine flour, and sixty 
Cors of meal, 

6 Ten fatted (»en, and twenty 
oxen out of his pastures, and a hun- 
dred sheep, beside harts, and roe- 
bucks, and fallow deer, and fatted fowl. 

7 For he had dominion over all the 
region bey(md [or westward of] the 
River [Euphrates], from Tiphsah 
even to Gaza, over all the kings be- 
yond the River. And he had p^aoe 
on all sides round about him. 

8 And Judah and Israel dwelt 
safely, every man under his vine and 
under his fig tree, from Dan even to 
Beer-sheba, all the days of Solomon. 

9 And Solomon had forty thou- 
sand stalls of horses for his chariots, 
ann twelve thousand horsemen. 

10 And those (^cars provided vic- 
tuals for king Solomon, and for all 
that came to king Solomon's table, 
every man in his month. They lack- 
ed nothing. 

11 Barley also and straw for the 
[draft] horses and swift horses brought 
they to the place where they were ;. 
every man according to his charge. ^ 
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12 And G-od gave Sobmon wifldom 
and understanding exceeding much, I 
and largeness of heart 

13 And Solomon's wisdom excelled 
the wisdom of all the children of the 
East country, and all the wisdom of 
Egypt. 

14 For he was wiser than all man- 
kind; than Ethan the Ezrahite, and 
Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, the 
sons of Mahol. And his name was 
in all the nations round about. 

15 And he spake three thousand 
proverbs ; and his songs were a thou- 
sand and five. 

16 And he spake of trees, from the 
oedar tree that is on Lebanon even 
to the hyssop that springeth out of the 
wall. He spake also of beasts, and 
of fowl, and of creeping things, and 
of fi^es. 

17 And there came some of all the 
peoples to hear the wisdom of Solo- 1 
mon, from all the kings of the earth 
that had heard of his wisdom. 

CHAPTER V. 

A ND Hiram king of Tyre sent his 
servants to Solomon ; for he had 
heard that they had anointed him to 
be king in the room of his father ; for 
Hiram had been ever a lover of Da- 
vid. 

2 And Solomon sent to Hiram, saying, 
Thou knowest how that David my 
father could not build a house unto 
the name of the Lord his God for 
the wars which were about him on 
overy side, until the Lord put them 
under the soles of his feet. 

3 Bat now the Lord my Go^ hath 
given me rest on evei^ side ; there is 
neither adversary nor evil opposer. 
And behold I purpose to build a house 
unto the name of the Lord my God, 



as the Lord spake to David my fa- 
ther, saying, Thy son, whom I will set 
upon thy throne in thy room he shall 
build the House unto my name. 

4 Now therefore command thou that 
they hew for me cedar trees out of 
Lebanon; and unto thee will I give 
hire for thy servants aco6rding to all 
that thou ^alt say ; for thou know- 
est that there is not among us any that 
hath skill to hew timber like the Si- 
donians. 

5 And it came to pass when Hiram 
heard the words of Sdomon, that he 
rejoiced greatly, and said, Blessed be 
the Lord this day, who hath given 
to David a wise son over tius great 
people. 

6 And Hiram sent to Solomon, 
saying, I have heard what thou sent- 
est to me for; and I will, do all thy 
desire concerning timber of cedar and 
concerning timber of fir. 

I *l My servants shall bring them 
down from Lebanon to the sea ; and 
I will convey them by sea as floats to 
the place that thou shalt appoint me, 
and I will take them to pieces there, 
and thou shalt receive them. And 
then thou shalt accomplish my desire, 
in giving food for my household. 

8 So Hiram gave Solomon oedar 
trees and fir trees according to all his 
desire. 

9 And Solomon gave Hiram twen- 
ty thousand Cors of wheat for food 
to his household, and twenty Cors of 
beaten oil. Thus gave Solomon to 
Hiram year by year. 

10 And the Lord gave Solomon 
wisdom, as he promised him; and 
there was peace between Hiram and 
Solomon; and they two made a 
league together. 

I 11 And king Sdomon raised a la- 
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hour levy out of all Israel ; and the 
labour levy was thirty thousand men. 

12 And he sent them to Lebanon, 
ten thousand a month by courses. A 
month they were in Lebanon, and 
two months at home. And Ado- 
niram was over the labour levy. 

13 And Solomon had seventy thou- 
sand that bare burdens, and eighty 
thousand hewers in the mountains, 

14 Besides the captains of Solo- 
mon's officers who were over the 
work, three thousand and three hun- 
dred, who ruled over the people that 
wrought in the work. 

15 And the king commanded, and 
they brought great stones, costly 
stones, hewed stones, to lay the 
foundation of the*House. 

16 And Solomon's builders, and 
Hiram's builders, and the men of 
G-ebal [orByblus], did hew them. So 
ihey prepared the timber and the 
stones to build the House. 

CHAPTER VI. 

A NT) it came to pass in the four 
hundred and eightieth year after 
the children of Israel were come out 
of the land of Egypt, in the fourth 
year of Solomon's reign over Israel 
[A. M. 3148 and B. C. 973], in the 
month of Zif, which is the second 
month, that he began to build the 
House of Yahveh. 

2 And the House which king Solo- 
mon built f or^the Lord, its length was 
sixty cubits, and its breadth twenty 
cubits, and its height thirty cubits. 

3 And the porch before the G^reat 
Hall of the House, twenty cubits was 
is length on the face of the breadth 
of the House ; and ten cubits was its 
breadth before the House. 



4 And for the House he made win- 
dows with closed lattices. 

5 And against the wall of the House 
he built floors [for chambers] about 
the walls of the house, round about 
both the Great Hall and the Place of 
Oracle; and he made rows of cham- 
bers round about. 

6 The nethermost floor was five 
cubits broad, and the middle was six 
cubits broad, and the third was seven 
cubits broad ; for on the outside of 
the House he made narrowed rests 
round about, so that nothing should be 
fastened into the walls of the House. 

7 And the House, when it was in 
building, was built of stone made 
ready before it was brought thither ; 
so that there was neither hammer nor 
axe nor any tool of iron heard in the 
House, while it was in building. 

8 The entrance for the middle row 
of chambers was in tho right comer 
of the House ; and they went up with 
winding stairs into the middle [row], 
and out of the middle into the third. 

9 So he built the House, and finish- 
ed it ; and panelled the House, the 
vault-beams, and the boards, with 
cedar. 

10 And he built a floor, [or inner 
gallery,] against all the House, five 
cubits high; and it rested on the House 
with timbers of cedar. 

11 And the word of God came to 
Solomon, saying, Concerning this 
House which thou art building, if 
thou wilt walk in my statutes, and 
execute my judgments, and keep all 
my commandments to walk in them, 
then I will perform my word with 
thee, which I spake to David thy father. 

12 And I will dwell among the chU- 
dren of Israel, and will nM. forsake 
my people Israel. "^ ^^ o 
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13 In the fourth year was the foun- 
dation of the House of the Lord 
laid, in the month Zif ; 

14 And in the eleventh year [B. C. 
966], in the m<»th Bui, which is the 
eighth month, was the House finish^ 
ed throughout all its parts, and ac- 
cording to all the 'fashion of it. So 
was he seven years in building it. 

CHAPTER Vn. 

A ND Solomon was building ms own 
HOUSB thirteen years, and he 
finished all his house. 

2 And he built the HOUSE OF THE 
FOREST OF Lebanon. 

3 Then he made the poroh of the 
THRONE where he mi^t judge, 
even the porch of judgment SoComon 
made also a house for Pharaoh's 
DAUGHTER, whom he had taken to 
wife, like to this porch. 

4 And king Solomon sent and fetch- 
ed Hiram out of Tyre. 

5 He was the son of a widow of the 
tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a 
man of Tyre, a worker in copper; and 
he was filled with wisdom, and under- 
standing, and with knowledge to work 
all the works in copper. And he 
came to king Solomon, and wrought 
all his works. 

6 And he cast the two pillars of 
copper. Eighteen cubits was the 
height of each pillar; and aHjie of 
twelve cubits did encompass either of 
the two pillars. 

7 And he made two capitals of mol- 
ten copper, to set upon the tops of 
the pillars. The height of the one 
capital was five cubits, and the hdght 
of the other capital was five cubits; 

8 And trellises of trellis work, with 
wreaths of chain work, for the capi- 
tals w)iich were upon the top of the 



pillars, seven for the one capital, and 
seven for the other capital. 

9 And he made the pillars, and 
two rows of pomegranates round 
about on the one trellis work, to oover 
the capital that was on the top ; and 
so did he for the other capital. 

10 And he set up the pillars at the 
porch of the great Hall [of the tem- 
ple] ; and he set up the right pillar, 
and called its name Jaohin ; and he 
set up the left pillar, and called the 
name BoAZ. 

11 And on the top of the pillars 
was lily work, so was the work of the 
pillars finished. 

12 And he made a molten Water- 
OISTERN of ten cubits from brim to 
brim. ♦ 

13 It stood upon twelve oxen, three 
looking toward the north, and three 
looking toward the west, and three 
looking toward the south, and three 
looking toward the east. It contain- 
ed two thousand Baths [or 15,000 
gallons]. 

14 And h^ made TEN Basin-stands 
of copper ; all of them were of one 
casting, one measure, and one shape. 

15 Then made he ten Layers [or 
Basins] of copper ; one Laver con- 
tained forty Baths [or 300 gallons ] ; 
and every Laver was four cubits; 
and upon every one of the Baan- 
stands was one Laver. 

16 Aj;id Solomon made all the ves- 
sels that were for the House of €k)d ; 
the G-olden Altar, and the Table of 
gold, whereupon the presence-bread 
was. 

It And the Lamp-stands of pure 
gold, five on the right side, and five 
on the left, before the Place of the 
Oracle, with flowers, J^^^jBi lamps, 
and the tongs of gold. 
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18 And the bowls, and the snuffers, 
and the sprinkling bndLets, and the 
spocms, and the censers of pore gold ; 
and the hinges of gold, both for the 
doors of the inner room, the Holy of 
Holies, and for the doors of the 
Hoose, to wit, for the Great .Hall. 

19 So was ended all the work that 
king Solomon made for the Lobd. 
And Solomon brought in the things 
which Dayid his father had dedicat- 
ed ; the silver, and the gold, and the 
vessels, did he put among the trea- 
sures of the House of God. 

CHAPTER Vni. 

THEN Solomon assembled the 
elders of Israel, and all the heads 
of ihe tribes, the cluef of the fathers 
of the children of Israel, unto king 
Solomon in Jerusalem, that they 
might bring up the Ark of the Cove- 
nant of God out of the city of David, 
which is Zion. 

2 And all the men of Israel as- 
sembled themselves unto king Solo- 
mon at the Feast [of Tabernacles] in 
the month Ethanim, which is the 
seventh month. 

3 And all the elders of Israel came, 
and the priests took up the Ark. 

4 And they brought up the Ark of 
God. 

5 And king Solomon and all the 
congregation of Israel, that were as- 
sembled unto him, were with him 
before the Ark, sacrificing sheep and 
oxen, that could not be told nor num- 
berod for multitude. 

6 And the priests brou^t in the 
Ark of the Covenant of God to its 
place, into the Place of the Oracle of 
the House, into the Holy of Holies, 
even under the wings of the cherubim. 

7 For the cherubim ^read forth 



their wings to the place of the Ark, 
and the dierubim covered over the Ark 
and its staves &om above. 

8 And so l(nig were the staves, that 
the ends of the staves were seen from 
he Holy [room] in front of the Place 
of the Grade, but they were not seen 
on the outside. And there they are 
unto this day. 

9 There was nothing in the Ark 
save the Two Tables of Stone, which 
Moses put there at Horeb, when God 
made a covenant with the children of 
Israel, when they came out of the 
land of Egypt. 

10 And it came to pass, when the 
priests went out of the Holy Place, that 
the cloud filled the house of the LoBD, 

11 So that the priests could not 
stand to minister because of the 
cloud ; for the glory of the LOBD had 
filled the House of God. 

12 Then spake Solomon, The Lobd 
said that he would dwell in the thick 
darkness. 

13 I have surely built thee a house 
to dwell in, a settled place for thee to 
abide in for ever. 

14 And the king turned his face 
about, and blessed all the assembly 
of Israel; and all the assembly of 
Israel stood ; 

15 And he said. Blessed be the 
Lobd the God of Israel, who spake 
with his mouth to David my father, and 
hath with his hand fulfilled it, saying, 

16 Since the day that I brought 
forth my people Isntel out of Egypt I 
chose no city out of all the tribes of 
Israel to build a House, that my 
Name mi^t be therein ; but I chose 
David to be over my people Israel. 

17 And it was in the heart of David 
my father to builjl a House for the 
Name of the Lobd t^ God of Israel. 
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18 And the Lord said to David my 
father, Whereas it was in thy heart to 
build a House for my Name, thou 
didst well that it was in thy heart. 

19 Nevertheless thou shalt not 
build the House ; but thy son shall 
build the House for my Name. 

20 And the LoBD hath performed 
his word that he spake, and I .am 
risen up in the room of David my 
father, and I sit on the throne of 
Israel, as the Lord promised, and I 
have built a House for the Name of 
the Eternal the God of Israel. 

21 And I have set there a plaoe 
for the Ark, wherein is the Covenant 
of the Lord, which he made with 
our fathers when he brought them 
out of the land of Egypt. 

22 And Solomon stood before the 
Altar of the LoBD in the presence of 
all the assembly of Israel, and spread 
forth his hands towards heaven ; 

23 And he said, Eternal God of 
Israel, there is no G^d like thee, in 
heaven above, or on earth beneath, 
who keepest covenant and kindness 
with thy servants that walk before 
thee widi all their heart ; 

24 Who hast kept with thy servant 
David my father what thou promis- 
edst him ; and thou spakest with thy 
mouth, and hast fulfilled it with thy 
hand, as it is this day. 

25 Now therefore, Eternal G^ 
of Israel, keep with thy servant David 
my father what thou promisedst him, 
saying, There shall not fail thee a 
man in my sight to sit upon the 
throne of Israel ; if so be tiiat thy 
sons keep to their way, to walk be- 
fore me as thou hast walked before 
me. 

26 And now, O Qod of Israel, let 
thy word, I pray thee, be verified. 



which thou didst speak to thy servant 
David my father. 

27 But will God in truth dwell on 
the earth ? Behold, the heavens and 
the heaven of heavens cannot contain 
thee ; how much less this House 
which I have built ? 

28 Turn thou therefore to the 
prayer of thy servant, ai^d to his sup- 
plication, Eternal my God, to 
hearken to the cry and to the prayer, 
which thy servant prayeth before 
thee to-day ; 

29 That thine eye may be open 
toward this House night and day, 
toward the Place of which thou hast 
said, My name shall be there ; l^t 
thou mayest hearken to the prayer 
which thy servant shall pray toward 
this place. 

30 And hearken thou to the sup- 
plications of thy servant, and of thy 
people Israel, when they shall pray 
toward this place ; and hear thou in 
heaven thy dwelling-place ; and when 
thouhearest, forgive. 

31 In whatever a man sin against 
his neighbour, and an oath [or self- 
curse] be laid upon him to make him 
swear, and the oath come before thine 
altar in this House ; 

32 Then hear thou in heaven, and 
do, and judge thy servants, condemn- 
ing the wicked, by bringing his way 
upon his own head; and justifying 
the righteous. 

33 When thy people Israel be smit- 
ten down before the enemy, because 
they have sinned against thee, and 
shall turn again to thee, and confess 
thy name, and pray, and make sup- 
plication to thee in this House. ; 

34 Then hear thou in heaven, and 
forgive the sin of thy peofde Israel, 
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and bring them again unto the land 
which thou gavest to their fathers. 

35 When the heavens are shut up, 
and there is no rain, because they 
have sinned against thee ; if they pray 
toward this {dace, and confess thy 
name, and turn from their sin, when 
thou afflictest them ; 

36 Then hear thou in heaven, and 
forgive the sin of thy servants, and 
of thy people Israel, that thou mayest 
teach them the good way wherein 
they should walk, and give rain upon 
thy land, which thou hast given to 
thy people for an inheritance. 

37 If there be in the land famine, if 
there be pestilence, blight, mildew, 
locust, or if^there be caterpillar; if 
their enemy besiege them in the land 
at their city gates ; for every plague, 
for every sickness, 

38 What prayer and supplication so- 
ever be made by any man, or by any 
one of thy people Israel, who shall 
know every ^ man the plague on his 
own heart, and spread forth his hands 
towards this House; 

39 Then hear thou in heaven thy 
dwelling-place, and forgive, and do, 
and give to every man according to 
his ways, who^ heart thou knowest, 
(for tiiou, even thou only, knowest the 
hearts of all the sons of men ;) 

40 So that they may fear thee all 
the days tiiat they live upon the face 
of the land which thou gavest to our 
fathers. 

41 Moreover concerning a foreigner, 
that is not of thy people Israel, but 
oometh out of a far country for thy 
Name's sake ; 

42 (For they will hear of thy great 
Name, and of thy strong hand, and of 
thy stretched out arm;) when he shall 
oome and pray toward this House ; 



43 Hear thou in heaven, thy dwell- 
ing-place, and do according to all 
that the foreigner calleth to thee for : 
so that all the i peoples of the earth 
may know thy Name, to fear thee, as 
do thy people Israel ; and that they 
may know that this House, which I 
have builded, is called by thy Name. 

44 When thy people go out to 
battle against their enemy, whitherso- 
ever thou shalt send them, and shall 
pray to the Lobd toward the city 
which thou hast chosen, and toward 
the House that I have built for thy 
Name ; 

45 Then hear thou in heaven their 
prayer and their supplication, and 
maintain their cause. 

46 When they sin against thee^ 
(for there is no man that sinneth not,) 
and thou be angry with them, and 
give them up to the enemy, so that 
they carry them away captives to the 
land of the enemy far or near ; 

47 Yet if t^ey shall again lay it to 
heart in the land whither they were 
carried, and turn and make supplica- 
tion to thee in the land of them that 
carried them away, saying, We have 
sinned, and have done perversely, we 
have committed wickedness ; 

48 And so shall return to thee with 
all their heart, and with all their 
soul, in the land of their enemies, 
who led them away captive, and 
shall pray to thee toward their land,, 
which thou gavest to their fathers, 
toward the city which thou hast 
chosen, and the House which I have 
built for thy Name ; 

49 Then hear* thou in heaven thy 
dwelling-place their prayer and their 
supplication, and maintain their 
cause, 

60 And forgive^ ^w9^ople what 
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diey have sinned against thee, and all 
their transgressions wherein they have 
transgresed against thee, and grant 
them to find meroy in the sight of 
them who carried them captive, that 
they may have mercy on them ; 

51 For they are thy people and 
thine inheritance, whom thou 
broughtest forth out of Egypt, from 
the midst of the furnace of iron : 

52 That thine eyes may be open 
unto the supplication of thy people 
Israel to hearken to them in all that 
they call for unto thee. 

53 For thou didst separate them 
from among all the peoples of the 
earth, to be thine inheritance, as 
thou spakest by the hand of Moses 
thy servant, when thou broughtest 
our fathers out of Egypt, Lord 
Eternal. 

54 And it wa? so, that when Solo- 
mon had made an end of praying all 
this prayer and supplication to the 
Lord, he arose from before the altar 
of the LoBD, from kneeling on his 
knees with his hands spread to heaven. 

55 And he stood and blessed all the 
assembly of Israel with a loud voice, 
«aying, 

56 Blessed be the Lord that hath 
given a resting-l)lace to his people 
Israel, according to all that he 
promised ; there hath not failed one 
word of all his good promise, which 
he promised by the hand of Moses 
his servant. 

57 May the Lord our Q-od be with 
us, as he was with our fathers ; let 
him not leave us, nor forsake us ; 

58 That he may indine our hearts 
to him, to walk in all his ways, and 
to keep his commandments and his 
statutes, and his judgments, which 

^ commanded our fathers. 



59 And let these my words, where- 
with I have made supplication before 
the Lord, be nigh to the Lord our 
God day and night, that he may 
maintain the cause of his servant, and 
the cause of his peo(^ Israel, each 
matter on its own day ; 

60 So that all the peoples of the 
earth may know that the Lord is 
God, and that there is none else. 

61 Let your heart therefore be per- 
fect with the Lord our Qrod, to walk 
in his statutes, and to keep his com- 
mandments, as at this day. 

62 And the king, 'and all Israel 
with him, sacrificed a sacrifice before 
the Lord. 

63 And Solomon sacHficed as a 
sacrifice of peace offerings which he 
sacrificed to the Lord, two and twenty 
thousand oxen, and a hundred and 
twenty thousand sheep. So the king 
and all the children of Israel dedica- 
ted the House of the Lord. 

64 The same day did the king hal- 
low the middle of the Court that was 
before the House "of the Lord; for 
there he offered burnt offerings, and 
meal offerings, and the fat of the 
peace offerings ; because the copper 
altar that was before the Lord was 
too little to receive the burnt offerings, 
and meal offerings, and the fat of the 
peace offerings. 

65 And at that time Solomon held 
the Feast [of Tabernacles], and all 
Israel with him, a great assembly, 
from the Pass of Hamath unto the 
valley of Lower Egypt, before the 
Lord our God, seven days and seven 
days, even fourteen days. , 

66 On the eighth day he sent the 
people away. And they blessed the 
king, and went to their tents joyful 
and glad of heart for all the goodness 
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tkat the LoBD had done to David his 
servant, and to Israel his people. 

CHAPTER IX. 

4 ND it came to pass when Solomon 
had finished the boilding of the 
House of God, and the king's house, 
and all Solomon's desire which he 
was pleased to do, 

2 That the Lobd appeared to Solo- 
mon the second time, as he had ap- 
peared to him at Gibeon. 

3 And the Lord said to him, I 
have heard thy prayer and thy snp- 
plication, that thou hast made before 
me. I have hallowed this House, 
which thou hast built, to put my 
Name there for ever ; and mine eyes 
and my heart shall be there per- 
petually. 

4 And if thou wilt walk before me, 
as David thy father walked, in honesty 
of heart, and in uprightness, to do 
according to all that I have com- 
manded thee, and wilt keep my 
statutes and my judgments ; 

5 Then I will establish the throne of 
thy kingdom upon Israel for ever, as 
I promised to David thy father, say- 
ing, There shall not fail thee a man 
upon the throne of Israel. — 

-6 But if ye shall at all turn from 
^idlowing me, ye or your children, 
and will not keep my commandments 
and my statutes which I have set be- 
fore you, but go and serve other gods, 
and bow down before them ; 

7 Then will I cut off Israel from 
tke face of the land which I have 
given them ; and this House, which I 
have hallowed for my Name, will I 
cfot out of my sight; and Israel 
ahall be a proverb and a byword 
among all the peoples ; 

8 Ajad this House shall be set on 



high, that every one that passeth by 
it may be astonished, and hiss ; and 
they shall say, Why hath God done 
thus to this land, and to this House ? 

9 And they shall answer. Because 
they forsook the Lobd their God, who 
brought forth their fathers of the 
land of Egypt, and have taken hold 
upon other gods, and have bowed 
down to them, and served them; 
therefore hath the LoBD brought 
upon them all this evil. 

10 And it came to pass at the end 
of twenty years, when Solomon had 
built the two houses, the House of 
God, and the king's house, 

11 After Hiram the king of Tyre 
had furnished Solomon with cedar 
trees and fir trees, and with gold, ac- 
cording to all his desire, that then 
king Solomon gave Hiram twenty 
cities in the land of Galilee. 

12 And Hiram came out from Tyre 
to see the cities which Solomon had 
given him ; and they were not pleas- 
ing in his eyes. 

13 And he said, What cities are 
these which thou hast given me, my 
brother ? And he called them the 
land of Cabul unto this day. 

14 And Hiram sent to the king a 
hundred and twenty Edkars of gold. 

15 And this is the reason of the 
labour-levy y^hich king Solomon 
raised; for to build the House of 
God, and his own house, and Millo 
[or the castle], and the wall of 
Jerusalem, and Hazor, and Megiddo, 
and Gezer. 

16 For Pharoah king of Egypt had 
gone up, and taken G^zer, and burnt 
it with fire, and slain the Canaanites 
that dwelt in the city, and had given 
it as a dower for his daughter, Solo- 
mon's wife. 
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17 And Solomon built GteEer, and 
Beth-horon the lower, 

18 And Baalathy and Tadmor [or 
Palmyra] in the inland desert, 

19 And all the cities of store that 
Solomon had, and cities for his 
chariots, and cities for his horsen^n, 
and that which Solomon desired to 
hoild in Jerusalem, and in Lebanon, 
and in all the land of his dominion. 

20 And all the people that were 
left of the Amorites, Hittites, Peri^ 
zites, Hivites, and Jebusites, who 
were not of the children of Israel, 
their children that were left after 
them in the land, whom the children 
of Israel also were not able utterly to 
destroy, upon those did Solomon levy 
a tribute of bond-service unto this 
day. 

21 But of the children of Israel did 
Solomon make no bond-servants ; but 
they were men of war, and his ser- 
vants, and \m princes, and his chiefs- 
of-three [or chariot warriors], and 
rulers of his chariots, and his horse- 
men. 

22 These were the captains of the 
officers that were over Solomon's 
work, five hundred and fifty, that 
bare rule over the people that laboured 
itf the work. 

23 And Phara(^'s daughter came 
up out of the city of David unto her 
house which Solomon had built for 
her. Then did he build Millo. 

24 And three times in a year did 
Solomon offer up burnt offerings and 
X)eace offerings on the Altar which he 
built unto the Lord, and he burnt 
incense on that which was in tiie 
presence of the Lord. So he 
finished the House. 

25 And king Solomon made ships 
at Ezion-geber, which is beside Eloth, 



on the shore of the Red Sea, in the 
land of Edom. 

26 And Hiram sent in the ships his 
servants, shipmen that had knowledge 
of the sea, with the servants of Solo- 
mon. 

27 And they came to Ophir, and 
fetched from thence gold to the weight 
of four hundred and twenty Elikars^ 
and brought it to king Solomon. 

CHAPTER X. 

A ND when the queen of Sheba had 
heard of the fame of Solomon con- 
cerning the Name of the Lord, she 
came to prove him with hard questions* 

2 And she came to Jerusalem with 
a very great train of camels that bare 
spices, and very much gold, and 
precious stones. And when she was 
come to Solomon, she spake to him 
of all that was in her heart. 

3 And Solomon told her all her 
questions ; there was not any thing 
hidden from the king, which he told 
her not. 

4 And when the queen of Sheba 
had seen all Solomon's wisdom, and 
the house that he had bmlt, 

5 And the food of bistable, and the 
sitting of his servants, and the atten- 
dance of his ministers, and t^eir 
apparel, and his cup-bearers, and his 
Ascent [or Bridge] by which he went 
up into the House of the Lord; 
there was no more spirit in her. 

6 And she said to the king, It waft 
a true report that I heard in .mine 
own land of thine acts and of thy 
wisdom. 

7 Howbeit I believed not the words, 
until I came, and mine eyes had seen 
it; and behold, the half was not 
told me. Thy wisdom aod prosperity 
exceedeth the fame which I heard. 
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8 Happy are thy men, happy are 
these thy sarvants, that stand con- 
tinaally before thee, and that hear 
thy wbdom. 

9 Blessed be Uie Lord thy God, 
who delighted in thee, to set thee on 
tiie throne of Israel; because the 
Lord loveth Israel for ever, there- 
fore made he thee king, to do judg- 
ment and righteousness. 

10 And she gave the kiug a hun- 
dred and twenty Kikars of gold, and 
of spices very great store, and 
precious stones. There came no 
more such abundance of spices as 
these which the queen of Sheba 
gave to king Solomon. 

11 And the ships also of Hiram, 
ih&t brought gold fromOphir, brought 
in from Ophir great plenty of Almug 
[w ebony] trees, and precious stones. 

12 And the king made of the al- 
mug trees stair-rails for the House of 
Ood, and for the king's house, harps 
also and psalteries for singers ; there 
oame no su(^ almug trees, nor were 
aeen unto this day. 

13 And king Solomon gave to ike 
queen of Sheba all her desire, wbat- 
soever she asked, beside that which 
S<domon gave her as of the king's 
hand. So she turned and went to 
her own country, she and her servants. 

14 Now the weight of gold that 
eame to Solomon in one year was six 
hundred sixty and nx Kikars of gold, 

15 Beside that of the traders, and 
oi the traffic of the merchants, and 
of all the kings of Arabia, and of the 
Pachas for governors] of the country. 

16 And king Solomon made two 
hundred targets of gold beaten thin ; 
ax hundred [shekels] of gold went to 
one target. 

17 And he made three hundred 



shields of gold beaten thin ; three 
Minae of gold went to one shield. And 
the king pnt, them in the House of 
the Forest of Lebanon. 

18 Moreover the king made a great 
throne of ivory, and overlaid it with 
purified gold. 

19 The throne hsnl dx steps, and 
the top of the throne was round be- 
hind ; and there were arms on either 
side on the place of the seat, and two 
lions stood beside the arms. 

20 And twelve lions stood there on 
the one side and on the other upon 
the six steps ; there was not the like 
made in any kingdom. 

21 And all king Solomon's drinking 
vessels were of gold, aod all the ves- 
sels of the House of the Forest of 
Lebanon were of pure gold ; none 
were of silver ; that was accounted as 
nothing in the days of Solomon. 

22 For the king had at sea ships of 
Tarshish [or Tarsus], with the ships 
of Hiram. Once in three years came 
the ships of Ta»hish, bringing gold, 
and silver, tusks of ivory, and apes, 
and parrots. 

23 So king Solomon was greater 
than all kings of the land for riches 
a^d for wisdom. 

24 And all the earth sought the face 
of Solomon, to hear his wisdom, 
which God had put in his heart. 

25 And tiiey brought every man his 
present, vessels of silver, and vessels 
of gold, and cloaks, and armour, and 
spices, horses, and mules, a rate year 
by year. 

26 And Solomon gathered together 
chariots and horsemen ; and he had 
a thousand and four hundred chariots, 
and twelve thousand horsemen, whom 
he bestowed in the chariotrdties, and 
with the king at Jerusalem* 
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27 And the king made mlrer to be 
in Jerusalem as stones, and cedars 
made he to be as the sycamore trees 
that are in the Low Country, for 
abundance. 

28 And Solomon had horses brought 
out of iUgypt ; a troop of the king's 
merchants received the troop [of 
horses] at a price. 

29 And a chariot came np and went 
out of Egypt for six hundred [Shekels 
or three hundred ounces] of silver, 
and a horse for a hundred and fifty. 
And 80 for all the kings of the Hit* 
tites, and for the kings of Syria did 
they bring them out by their hands. 

CHAPTER XI. 

RUT king Solomon loved many foreign 
women together with the daugh- 
ter of Pharaoh, women of the Moa- 
bites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidoni- 
ans, and Hittites ; 

2 Of the nations concerning which 
the Lord had said to the children of 
Israel, Ye shall not go in unto them 
neither shall they come in unto you ; 
for surely they will turn away your 
heart after their gods ; Solomon clave 
unto these in love; and his wives 
turned away his heart.. 

3 For it came to pass, when Solo- 
mon was old, that his wives turned 
away his heart after other gods ; and 
his heart was not perfect with the 
Lord his Grod, as was the heart of 
David his father. 

4 For Solomon went after Ashta- 
roth the goddess of the Sidonians, and 
after Milcom [or Moleoh] the abomi- 
nation of the Ammonites. 

5 And Solomon did evil in the sight 
of the LoBD, and went not fully af- 
ter the LoBD, as David his father 
had done. 



6 Then did Solomon build a Hij^ 
Place for Chemosh, the abomination 
of Moab, on the hill that is in front 
of Jerusalem, and for Molech, the 
abomination of the children of 
Ammon. 

7 And likewise did he for all his 
foreign wives, who burnt incense and 
sacrificed to tbeir own gods. 

8 And the LoRD was angry with 
S(^omon, because his heart was turn- 
ed from the Lord the Grod of Israel, 
who had appeared unto him twice, 
and had commanded him concerning 
this thing, that he should not go af- 
ter other gods. But he kept not 
that which the Lord had commanded. 

9 Therefore the Lord said to Solo- 
mon, Forasmuch as this is done by 
thee, and thou has not kept my cove- 
nant and my statutes, which I have 
commanded thee, I will surely rend 
the kingdom from thee, and will give 
it to thy servant. 

10 Nowithstanding, in thy days I 
will not do it for David thy father^s 
sake ; but I will rend it out of the 
ha«dof thy son. 

LI HowbeitI will not rend away all 
the kingdom ; but will give one laibe 
to thy son for David my servant's 
sake, and for Jerusalem's sake whioh 
I have chosen. 

12 And the Lord raised up an ad- 
versary unto Solomon, Hadad the 
Edomite. He was of the children of 
the kings of Edom. 

13 For it came to pass, when David 
was in Edom, and Joab the captain 
of the army was gone up to bury the 
slain, after he had smitten Edom, that 
Hadad fled, ho and certain Edomites 
of his father's servants with him, to 
go idto Egypt ; Had&d being yet a 
little child. 
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14 And tli^y arose out of Midian, 
and came to Paran. And they took 
men with them out of Paran, and they 
came to Egypt, to Pharaoh king of 
Egypt ; who gave him a house, and 
promised him victuals, and gave him 
land. 

15 And Hadad found great favour 
in the sight of Pharaoh, so that he 
gave him to wife the sister of his 
own wife, the sister of Tahpenes the 
queen. 

16 And the sister of Tahpenes bare 
him Grenubath his son, whom Tah- 
penes weaned in Pharaoh's house. 
And Genubath was in Pharaoh's 
household among the sons of Pharaoh. 

17 And when Hadad heard in Egypt 
that David slept with his fathers, 
and that Joab the captain of the 
army was dead, Hadad said to Pha- 
raoh, Let me depart, that I may go 
to mine own country. 

18 Then Pharaoh said to him. But 
what hast thou lacked with me, that, 
behold, thou seekest to go to thine 
own country? And he answered, 
Nothing; howbeit let me go in any 
wise. 

19 And God raised up against him 
as an adversary Kezon the son of 
Eliadah, who had fled from his lord 
Hadadezer king of Zobah. 

20 And he gathered men unto him, 
and became captain over a troop, 
when David slew them [of Zobah]. 
And they went to Damascus, and 
dwelt therein, and reigned in Damas- 
cus. And he was an adversary to Is- 
rael of all the days of Solomon, be- 
side the mischief that Hadad did. 
And he harassed Israel, and reigned 
over Syria. 

21 And Jeroboam the son of Ne- 



bat, an Ephrathite of Zereda, whose 
mother's name was Zeruah, a widow 
woman, though he was Solomon's 
servant, yet he lifted up his hand 
against the king. 

22 And this was the cause that he 
lifted up his hand against the king. 
Solomon had built Millo [or the cas- 
tle], and had repaired the breaches 
of the city of David his father. 

23 And the man Jeroboam was a 
warrior of valour. And Solomon 
seeing the young man that he had 
done the work, he made him ruler 
over all the charge of the house of 
Joseph. 

24 And it came to pass at that time 
when Jeroboam went out of Jerusa- 
lem, that the prophet Ahijah the 
Shilonite found him in the way ; and 
he had clad himself with a new cloak; 
and they were alone in the field. 

25 And Ahijah caught the new 
cloak that was on him, and rent it in- 
to twelve pieces. 

26 And he said to Jeroboam, Take 
to thyself ten pieces ; for thus saith 
the Lord the God of Israel, Behold, 
I will rend the kingdom out of the 
hand of Solomon, and will give ten 
tribes to thee ; 

(27 But he shall have one tribe for 
my servant David's sake, and for Je- 
rusalem's sake, the city which I have 
chosen out of all the tribes of Israel;) 

28 Because that they have forsaken 
me, and have worshipped Ashtaroth 
the goddess of theSidonians, Chemosh 
the god of the Moabites, and Milcom 
the god of the Children of Ammon, 
and have not walked in my ways, to 
do that which is right in mine eyes, 
and to keep my statutes and my judg- 
ments as did David his father. 

29 Howbeit I will not take the king- 
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dom oat of his hand ; but I will make 
him priDce all the days of his life for 
David my servant's sake, whom I 
chose because he kept my command- 
ments and my statutes. 

30 But I will take the kingdom out 
of his son's hand, and will give it to 
thee, even ten tribes. 

31 And to his son will I give one 
tribe, so that there may be a lamp for 
David my servant always before me 
in Jerusalem, the city which 1 have 
ehosen for myself to put my Name 
there. 

32 And I will take thee, and thou 
shalt reign according to all that thy 
soul desireth, and thou shalt be king 
over Israel. 

33 And it shall be, if thou wilt 
hearken unto all that I command thee, 
and wilt walk in my ways, and do 
what is right in my sight, to keep my 
statutes, and my commandments, as 
David my servant did ; that I will be 
with thee, and will build unto thee a 
sure house, as I built for David, and 
will give Israel unto thee. 

34 And I will for this afflict the 
house of David, but not for ever. 

35 Solomon sought therefore to kill 
/eroboam. And Jeroboam arose, and 
fled into Egypt, unto Shishak king of 
Egypt, and was in Egypt until the 
death of Solomon. 

36 And the rest of the acts of Solo- 
mon, and all that he did, and his 
wisdom, are they not written in the 
Book of the Acts of Solomon ? 

3t And the time that Solomon 
reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel 
was forty years. 

38 And Solomon slept with his 
fathers, and was buried in the city 
of David his father ; and Rehoboam 
his son reigned in his stead [B. C. 936 



CHAPTER Xn. 

^ND Rehoboam went to Shechom ; 
for all Israel were come to She- 
ohem to make him king. 

2 And it came to pass when Jerobo- 
am the son of Nebat heard of it, (for 
he was as yet in Egypt, where he was 
fled from the presence of king Solo- 
mon, and Jeroboam dwelt in Egypt,) 

3 That they sent and called lum. 
And Jeroboam and all the assembly 
of Israel came, and spake to Rehobo- 
am, saying, 

4 Thy father made our yoke 
grievous; now therefore do thou 
lighten the grievous service of thy 
father, and his heavy yoke which he 
put upon us, and we will serve thee. 

5 And he said to them. Depart yet 
for three days, then come again to 
me. And the people departed. . 

6 And king Rehoboam consalted 
with the old men, that stood before 
Solomon his father while he yet lived, 
and said, IIow do ye advise, that 
I may return answer to this people? 

7 And they spake to him, saying, If 
thou wilt be a servant unto this peo- 
ple this day, and wilt serve them, and 
answer them, and speak good words to 
them, then they will be thy servants 
for ever. 

8 But he forsook the counsel of the 
old men, which they had counselled 
him, and consulted with the young 
men that had grown up with him, 
and who stood before him. 

9 And he said to them. What 
counsel give ye, that we may return 
answer to this people, who have spoken 
to me, saying, Do thou lighten the 
yoke which thy father did put upon 
us? 

10 And the young men that had 
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grown up with him spake to him, say- 
ing, Thus shalt thou speak to this 
people that spake to thee, saying, Thy 
father made our yoke heavy, but do 
thou lighten it unto us — thus shalt 
thou say to them. My little finger 
shall be thicker than my father's 
loins. 

11 And now wheras my father did 
lade you with a heavy yoke, I will add 
to your yoke. My father had chas- 
tised you with whips, but I will chas- 
tise you with scorpions. 

12 So Jeroboam and all the people 
came to Rehoboam on the third day, 
as the king had appointed, saying, 
Come to me again on the third day. 

13 And the king answered the peo- 
ple roughly, and forsook the old 
men's counsel that they counselled 
him. 

14 And he spake to them after the 
counsel of the young men, saying. 
My father made your yoke heavy, 
Mid I will add to your yoke. My 
father chastised you with whips, but 
I will chastise you with scorpions. 

15 And the king hearkened not to 
tJie people; for the guidance was 
from God, so that he might perform 
his saying, which the LoBD spake by 
the hand of Ahijah the Sbilonite unto 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat ^ 

16 So when all Israel saw that the 
king hearkened not to them, the peo- 
.pie returned answer to the king, say- 
ing. What portion have we in Da- 
vid? Neither have we inlieritance 
in the son of Jesse. To your tents, 
O Israel. Now see to thine own 
house, David. So Israel departed to 
their tents. 

17 But as for the children of Is- 
rael that dwelt in the cities of Judah, 
fiehoboam reigned over them. 



18 Then king Rehoboam sent Ado- 
ram, who was over the tribute ; and 
all Israel stoned him with stones, that 
he died. Therefore king Rehoboam 
made speed to get him up to his 
chariot, to flee to Jerusalem. 

19 So Israel rebelled against the 
house of David unto this day. 

20 And it came to pass, when all 
Israel heard that Jeroboam was come 
again, that they sent and called him 
to the congregation, and made him 
KING OVER ALL ISRABL [B. C. 936]. 

There was none that followed the 
house of David, but only the tribe of 
Judah. 

21 And when Rehoboam was come 
to Jerusalem, he assembled all the 
house of Judah, with i^ie trihe of 
Benjamin, a hundred and eighty thou- 
sand chosen men, who were warriors, 
to fight against the house of Israel, 
to bring the kingdom again to Reho- 
boam the son of Solomon. 

22 But the word of God came to 
Shemaiah, a man of God, saying, 

23 Speak to Rehoboam, the son of 
Solomon, king of Judah, and to all 
the house of Judah and Benjamin, 
and to the remnant of the people, 
saying, 

24 Thus saith the Lord, Ye shall 
not go up, nor fight against your 
brethren the children of Israel Re- 
turn every man to his house ; for this 
thing is from me. They hearkened 
therefore to the word of God, and re- 
turned to depart, according to the 
word of the Lord. 

26 Then Jeroboam built Shechem 
in the hill country of Ephraim, and 
dwelt therein. And he went out 
from thence, and built Penuel. 

26 And Jeroboam said in his heart, 
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Now will the kingdom return to tke 
house of David. 

27 If this people go up to sacrifice 
in the House of Yahveh at Jerusa- 
lem ; then will the heart of the peo- 
ple turn again unto their lord, even 
unto Rehoboam king of Judah, and 
they will kill me, and turn again to 
Eehoboam king of Judah. 

28 Whereupon the king took coun- 
sel, and made two calves of gold. 
And he said to them, It is too much 
for you to go up to Jerusalem ; be- 
hold thy gods, O Israel, who brought 
thee up out of the land of Egypt. 

29 And he set the one in Beth-el, 
and the other in Dan. 

30 And this thing became a sin ; 
for the people went up before the one, 
even unto Dan. 

31 And he made a House of High 
Places [or Altars], and made priests 
of the lowest of the people, who were 
not the sons of Levi 

32 And Jeroboam ordained a feast 
in the eighth month, on the fifteenth 
day of die month, like the feast that 
is in Judah, and he oiFered up on the 
altar. So did he in Beth -el, sacrific- 
ing to the calves that he had made. 
And he placed in Beth- el the priests 
of the High Places which he had made. 

33 So he went up to the altar which 
he made in Beth-el on the fifteenth 
day of the eight month, even in a 
month which he had set apart of his 
own heart ; and he ordained a feast 
unto the children of Israel : and he 
went up to the altar to burn incense. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

A ND behold, there came A MAN OP 
God out of Judah by the word of 
the Lord unto Beth-el ; and Jerobo- 
am stood at the altar to bum incense. 



2 And he cried against the altar by 
the word of the LoBD, and said, O 
altar, thus saith the LoRD ; Behold, 
a child will be born unto the house of 
David, (Josiah by name) ; and he 
will bum upon thee the bones of the 
priests of the High Places who bum 
incense upon thee. 

3 And he gave a sign the same day, 
saying. This is the sign which the 
Lord hath spoken ; Behold, the altar 
shall be rent, and the bone- ashes 
that are upon it shall be poured oat. 

4 And it came to pass, when king 
Jeroboam heard the saying of the man 
of God, who had cried against the 
altar in Beth-el, that he put forth his 
hand from the altar, saying. Lay- 
hold on him. And his hand, which 
he put forth against him, dried up, so 
that he could not pull it in again to him. 

5 The altar also was rent, and the 
bone-ashes poured out from the altar, 
according to the sign which the man 
of God had given by the word of 
the Lord. 

6 And the king answered and said 
to the man of God, Entreat now the 
face of the Lord thy God, and pray 
for me, that my hand may be restored 
to me again. And the man of God 
entreated the face of the Lord and 
the king's hand was restored him 
again, and became as it was before. 

7 And the king said to the man of 
Qod, Come home with me, and re- 
fresh thyself, and I will give thee a 
reward. 

8 And the man of God said to the 
king, If thou wilt give me half thy 
house, I will not go in with thee, 
neither will I eat bread nor drink 
water in this place. 

9 For so was it charged me by the 
word of the Lord saying, Eat no 
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bread, nor drink water, nor return 
again by the same way that thou 
earnest. 

10 So he went another way, and re- 
turned not by the way that he came to 
Beth-el. 

11 riow there dwelt an old prophet 
in Beth-el : and his sons came and 
told him all the works that the man 
of God had done that day. 

12 And their father said to them, 
What way went he? For his sons had 
seen what way the man of God went, 
who csune from Judah. 

13 So he went after the man of God, 
and found him sitting under an oak. 
And he said to him. Art thou the 
man of God that camest from Judah? 
And he said to him, I am. 

14 Then he said to him, Come home 
with me, and eat bread. 

15 And he said, I may not return 
with thee, nor go in with thee; 
neither will I eat bread nor drink 
water with thee in this place ; 

16 For it was said to me by the word 
of God. Thou shalt eat no bread nor 
dnnk water there, nor turn again to 
go by the way that thou camest, 

17 And he said to him, I am a 
prophet also as thou art; and an 
angel spake to me by the word of God 
saying. Bring him back with thee 
into thy house, that he may eat bread 
and drinkjwater. But he lied unto him. 

18 So he went back with him, and 
did eat bread in his house, and drank 
water. 

19 And when he was gone, a lion 
met him by the way, and slew him. 

20 And behold, men passed by, 
and saw the carcase cast in the way, 
and the Hon standing by the carcases : 
and they came and told it in the city 
where the old prophet dwelt. 



21 And when the prophet that 
brought him back from the way heard 
thereof, he said. It is the man of God 
who was disobedient to the command 
of the Lord. 

22 And he went and found his car* 
case cast in the way. The lion had 
not eaten the carcase. 

23 And the prophet took up the 
body of the man of God, and brought 
it back. And the old prophet came 
to the city, to mourn and to bury him, 

24 And he laid his body in his own 
burying-place ; and they mourned 
over him, [saying], Alas, my brother* 

25 And it came to pass, after ho 
had buried him, that he spake to his 
sons, saying. When I am dead bury 
me in the burying-place wherein the 
man of God is buried ; lay my bones- 
besides his bones ; 

26 For the saying which he cried 
by the word of the Lord against the 
altar in Beth-el, and against all tho 
houses of the High Places which are 
in the cities of Samaria, shall surely 
come to pass. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



AT 



that time Abijah the son of Je- 
roboam fell sick. 

2 And Jeroboam said to his wife^ 
Arise, I pray thee, and disguise thy* 
self, that thou be not known to be the 
wife of Jeroboam ; and get thee to 
Shiloh. Behold, Ahijah the prophet 
is there, who told me that I should be 
king over this people. 

3 And take in thy hand ten loavesy 
and cracknels, and a bottle of honey, 
and go to him ; he will tell thee what 
willbeccMne of the child. 

4 And Jeroboam's wife did so, and 
arose, and went to Shiloh, and came 
to the house of Ah\jah. But Ahijah 
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eould not see ; for his eyes were set 
by reason of his old age. 

5 And the Lord said to Ahijah, 
Behold, the wife of Jeroboam cometh 
to ask a thing of thee for her son; for 
he is sick. Thos and thus shalt thou 
say to her ; for it shall be, when she 
cometh in, that she shall f^gn her- 
self to be a stranger. 

6 And it was so, when Ahijah heard 
the sound of her feet, as she came 
in at the doorway, that he said, Come 
in, thou wife of Jeroboam ; why now 
feignestthou thyself to be a stranger? 
For I am sent to thee with heavy ti- 
dings. 

«7 Oo, tell Jeroboam, Thus saith the 
LoBD the God of Israel, Forasmuch 
as I exalted thee from among the 
people, and made thee prince over my 
people Israel, 

8 And I rent the kingdotn away 
from the house of David, and gave it 
to thee ; and yet thou hast not been 
as my servant David, who kept my 
commandments, and who followed me 
with all his heart, to do that only 
which was right in mine eyes ; 

9 But thou hast done evil above all 
that were before thee ; and hast gone 
and made for thyself other gods and 
molten images, to provoke me to anger, 
and hast cast me behind thy back ; 

10 Therefore, behold, I will bring 
evil upon the house of Jeroboam, 
and will cut off from Jeroboam every 
man and boy, whether bondsman or 
free in Israel; and I will put away be- 
hind me the house of Jeroboam, as 
a man putteth away dung, till it be 
all gone. 

11 Arise thou therefore, get thee to 
thine own house ; when thy feet en- 
ter into the city, the child shall die. 

12 And all Israel shall mourn for 



him, and bury him ; for he only of Je- 
roboam shall come to a burial-place, 
because in him there is found some 
good thing toward the Lord the God 
of Israel in the house of Jeroboam« 

13 Moreover the Lord will raise up 
for himself a king over Israel, who 
will out off the house of Jeroboam 
that day. And what if it be even 
now? 

14 For the Lord will smite Israel, 
as a reed is shaken in the water, and 
he will root up Israel out of the good 
land, which he gave to theur fathers, 
and will scatter them beyond the 
river [Euphrates], because ^ey have 
made their images of Ashera, pro- 
voking the Lord to anger. 

15 And he will give Israel up be- 
cause of the sins of Jeroboam, which 
he did sin, and wherein he made Is- 
rael to sin. 

16 And Jeroboam's wife arose, and 
departed, and came to Tlrsah ; and 
when she came to the threshold of the 
house, the child died. 

17 And they buried him; and all 
Israel mourned for him, acc(»ding to 
the word of God, which he spake by 
the hand of his servant Ahijah the 
prophet. 

18 And the rest of Jeroboam, how 
he warred, and how he reigned, be- 
hold, they.are written in the Book of 
the Chronicles of the kings of Israd. 

19 And the days which Jeroboam 
reigned were two and twenty years; 
and he slept with hisfathers, and Nt- 
dab his son reigned in his stead. 

20 And Rehoboam the son of Solo- 
mon reigned in Judah. Behoboam 
was forty and one years old when he 
began to reign, and he rd^gned seven- 
teen years in Jerusalem, the <aty 

I which the Lord choose out of all ^ 
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tribes of Israel, to put his name 
there. And his mothers name was 
Naamah an Ammonite woman. 

21 And Judah did evil in the sight 
of the LoBD, and they provoked him 
to jealousy with their sins which they 
oommitted, above all that their fath- 
ers had done* 

22 For they also built for them- 
selves High Places, and images, and 
groves of Ashera, on every high hill, 
and under every green tree. 

23 And they did according to all the 
abominations of the nations which the 
Lord had cast oat before the children 
of Israel. 

, 24 And it came to pass in the fifth 
year of king Rehoboam [B. C. 932], 
that Shishak king of Egypt came up 
against Jerusalem. 

25 And he took away the treasures 
of the king's house; he even took 
away all. And he took away all the 
shields of gold which Solomon had 
made. 

26 And king Behoboam made in 
their stead shields o^ copper, and 
committed them unto the hands of the 
chief of the Runners, who kept the 
door of the king's house. 

27 And it was so, whenever the king 
went into the house of the LoBD, 
that the Runners bare them, and 
brought them back into the Runners' 
chamber. 

28 Now the rest of the acts of Re- 
hoboam, and all that he did, are they 
not written in the Book of the Chroni- 
eles of the kings of Judah ? 

29 And there was war between Re- 
hoboam and Jeroboam, all their days. 

30 And Rehoboam slept with his 
fathers, and was buried with hut fa- 
ihers in the city of David. And Abi- 
jam his son reigned in his stead. 



CHAPTER XV. 

^OW in the eighteenth year of king 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat [B. C. 
919] reigned Abijam over Judah. 

2 Three years reigned he in Jerusa- 
lem. And his mother*s name was 
Maachah, the daughter of Absalom. 

3 And he walked in all the sins of 
his father, which he had done before 
him ; and his heart was not perfect 
with the LoBD his God, as the heart 
of David his father. 

4 Nevertheless for David's sake did 
the LoBD his Gtod give him a lamp 
in Jerusalem, to set up his son af t^ 
him, and to establish Jerusalem. 

5 Because David did what was right 
in the eyes of the Lord, and turned 
not aside from auj^ing that he com- 
manded him all the days of his life, 
save only in the matter of Uriah the 
Hittite. 

6 And there was war between Abi- 
jam and Jeroboam all the days of his 
life. 

7 Now the rest of the acts of Abi- 
jam, and all that he did, are they not 
written in the Book of the Chronicles 
of the kings of Judah? And there was 
war between Abijam and Jeroboam. 

8 And Abijam slept with his fathers; 
and they buried him in the city of 
David ; and Asa his son reigned in 
his stead. 

9 And in the twentieth year of 
Jeroboam king of Israel [B. C. 917] 
reigned Asa over Judah. 

10 And forty and one years reigned 
he in Jerusalem. And his [grand] 
mother's name was Maachah, the 
daughter of Absalom. 

11 And Asa did what was right in 
the eyes of the Lord, as David his 
father had done. abyL^OOglC 
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12 And he took away the abomina- 
tion out of the land, and removed all 
the filthy idols that his father had 
made. 

13 And also Maachah his [grand] 
mother, even her he removed from 
being queen, because she had made a 
frightful idol to Ashera. And Asa 
destroyed her frightful idol, and 
burnt it in the valley of the Kidron. 

14 But the High Places were not 
removed. Nevertheless Asa's heart 
was perfect with the Lord all his 
days. 

16 And he brought in the things 
which his father had made holy, and 
the things which himself had made 
hdy, in the House of the Lord, 
silver, and gold, and vessels. 

16 And there was war between Asa 
and Baasha king* of Israel all their 
days. 

17 And Baasha king of Israel went 
up against Judah, and built Ramah, 
that he might not sufer any to go out 
or come in to Asa king of Judah. 

18 Then Asa took all the silver and 
the gold that were left in the treas- 
ures of the House of the Lord, and 
the treasures of the king's house, 
and delivered them into* the hand of 
his servants ; and king Asa sent them 
to Ben-hadad [1st], the son of Ta- 
brimon, the son of Hezion, king of 
Syria, who dwelt at Damascus, say- 
ing, 

19 There is a league between me and 
thee, and between my father and thy 
father ; behold, I have sent to thee 
a present of silver and gold ; come 
and break thy league with Baasha 
king of Israel, that he may depart 
from me. 

20 So Ben-hadad hearkened to king 
Asa, and sent the captains of the hosts 



which he had against the cities of Is* 
rael, and smote Ijon, and Dan, and 
Abel near Beth-maacha, and all 
Chinneroth [or Gennesaret], with all 
the land of Naphtali. 

21 And it came to pass, when 
Baasha heard thereof, that he left oft 
building Ramah, and dwelt in Tirzab. 

22 Then king Asa made a procla- 
mation throughout all Judah ; no oae 
was exempted ; and they took away 
the stones of Ramah, and the timber 
thereof, wherewith Baasha had build- 
ed ; and king Asa built with them 
Geba of Benjamin, and Mizpah. 

23 The rest of all the acts of Asa, 
and all his might, and all that he did, 
and the cities which he built, ar^ 
they not written in the Book of the 
Chronicles of the kings of Judah? 
Nevertheless in the time of his dd 
age he was diseased in his feet. 

24 And Asa slept with his fathers^ 
and was buried with his fathers in 
the city of David his father ; and Je- 
hoshaphat his son reigned in his 
stead. 

25 And Nadab the son of Jeroboam 
began to reign over Israel in the sec- 
ond year of Asa king of Judah [B. 
C. 910], and he reigned over Israel 
two years. 

26 And he did evil in the sight of 
the Lord, and walked in the way of 
his father, and in the sin wherewith 
he made Israel sin. 

27 And Baasha the son of Ahijah» 
of the house of Issachar, conspired 
against him ; and Baasha muote hkn 
at Gibbethon, which belonged to the 
Philistines : for Nadab and all Israel 
laid siege to Gribbethon. 

28 Even in the third year of Aa 
king of Judah did Baasha slay him^ 
and reigned in his stead. 
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are they not written in the Book of 
the Chronicles of the kings of Israel? 

5 So Baasha slept with his fathers, 
and was buried in Tirzah ; and Eiah 
his son reigned in his stead. 

6 In the twenty and sixth year of 
Asa king of Judah [B.C. 892] began 
Elah the son of Baasha to reign 
ovei: Israel in Tirzah for two years. 

7 And his servant Zimri, captain of 
half his chariots, -conspired against 
him, as he was in Tirzah, drinking 
himself drank in the house of Arza, 
who 'was over his house in Tirzah. 

8 And Zimri went in and smote him, 
and killed him in the twenty and 
seventh year of Asa king of Judah 
[B. C. 891], and he reigned in his 
stead. 

9 And it came to pass when he be- 
gan to reign, as soon as he sat on his 
throne, that he slew all the house of 
Baasha ; he left him not a man or 
boy, neither of his kinsfolks nor of 
his friends. 

10 Now the rest of the acts of Elah, 
and all that he did, are they not 
written in the Book of the Chronicles 
of the kings of Israel ? 

11 In the twenty and seventh year 
of Asa king of Judah [B. C. 891] 
did ZiMBi reign for seven days in 
Tirzah. And the people were en- 
camped against Gibbethon, which be- 
longed to the Philistines. 

12 And the people that were en- 
camped heard say, Zimri had con- 
spired, and hath also slain the king ; 
wherefore all Israel made Ombi, the 
captain of the host, king over Israel 
that day in the camp. 

13 And Omri went up from Gibbe- 
thon, and all Israel with him, and 
they besieged Tirzah. And it came 
to pass, when Zimri saw that the city 



29 And it came to pass when he 
reigned, he smote all the house of 
Jeroboam. He left not Jeroboam 
any that breathed, until he had de- 
stroyed him, according to the saying 
of Ahijah the Shilonite ; 
" 30 Because of the sins of Jeroboam 
which he sinned, and which he made 
Israel to sin, by his provocation where- 
with he provoked the Lord ike God 
of Israel to anger. 

31 Now the rest of the acts of Na- 
dab, and all that he did, are they 
not written in the Book of the Chroni- 
cles of the kings of Israel ? 

32 And there was war between Asa 
and Baasha king of Israel all their 
days. 

33 In the third year of Asa king of 
Judah [B. C. 915] began Baasha the 
son of Ahijah to reign over all Is- 
rael in Tirzah for twenty and four 
years. 

34 And he did evil in the sight of 
the Lord, and walked in the way of 
Jeroboam, and in his sin wherewith 
he made Israel to sin. 

CHAPTER X7I. 

'PHEN the word of the Lord came 
to Jehu the son of Hanani against 
Baasha, saying, 

2 Forasmuch as I raised thee out of 
t]^e dust, and made thee prince over 
my people Israel ; and thou hast walk- 
ed in the way of Jeroboam, and hast 
made my people Israel to sin, to pro- 
voke me to anger with their sins ; 

3 Behold, I ^1 take away the 
posterity of Baasha, and the posterity 
of his house ; and will make thy house 
like the house of Jeroboam the son 
of Nebat. 

4 Now the rest of the acts of Baa- 
sha. and what he did, and his might, 
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was taken, that he went into the 
strong tower of the king's house, and 
he burnt over himself the king's house 
with fire, and he died. 

14 Now the rest of the aets of Zimri 
and his conspiracy that he made, are 
they nob written in the Book of the 
Chronicles of the kings of Israel ? 

15 Then were the people of Israel 
divided into two parts [B. C. 891]. 
Half of the peopfe followed Tibni 
the son of Ginath, to make him king ; 
and half followed Ombi. 

16 But the people , that followed 
Omri prevailed against the people that 
followed Tibni the son of G-inath ; 
and when Tibni died, then Omri reign- 
ed [alone], 

17 In tie the thirty and first year 
of Asa king of Judah [B. C. 887]. 
Omri reigned over Israel twelve 
years ; six years he reigned in Tirzah, 

18 And then he bought the hill 
Samaria from Shemer for two Ki- 
kars [or hundred weights] of silver ; 
and he built on the hill, and called the 
name of the city which he built, after 
the name of Shemer, owner of the 
hill, Samaria. 

19 But Omri wrought evil in the 
eyes of the LoBD, and did worse 
than all that were before him. 

20 For he walked in all the way of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and in 
his sin wherewith he made Israel to 
sin, to provoke the Lord the God of 
Israel to anger with their vanities. 

21 Now the rest of the acts of Om- 
ri which he did, and his might that he 
shewed, are they not written in the 
Book of the Chronicles of the kings 
of Israel? 

22 So Omri slept with his fathers, 
and was buried in Samaria; and 
Ahab his son reigned in his stead. 



23 And in the thirty and eighth 
year of Asa king of Judah [B. 0. 
880] began Ahab the son of Omri to 
reign over Israel ; and Ahab the son 
of Omri reigned over Israel in Sama- 
ria twenty and two year. 

24 And Ahab the '^son of Omri did 
evil in the eyes of the Lord above 
all that were before him. 

^ 25 And it came to pass, as if it had 
been a light thing for him to walk in 
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Ne- 
bat, that he took to wife Jezebel the 
daughter of Ethbaal king of the Si- 
donians, and went and served Baal, 
and worshipped him. 

26 And he reared up an altar for 
Baal in the house of Baal, which he 
had built in Samaria. 

27 And Ahab made an image of 
Ashera ; and Ahab did more to pro- 
voke the Lord the God of Israel to 
anger than all the kings of Israel that 
were before him. 

28 In his days did Hiel the Bethe* 
lite build Jericho ; he laid the four^ 
dation thereof in Abiram his firsts 
bom^ and sdb up the gaies thereof in 
his youngest son Segub, according to 
the word of the Lord which he spake 
by the hand of Joshua the son of Nun 
[Jos. vl 26]. 

CHAPTER XVn. 

A ND Elijah the Tishbite, who was 
of the inhabitants of Gilead. said 
to Ahab, As the Eternal the God of Is- 
rael liveth, before whom I stand, there 
shall not be dew nor rain these years » 
but according to my word. 

2 And the word of the Lord came 
to him, saying, Get thee henoe, and 
turn thee eastward, and hide thyself 
in the valley of the Cherith, that is 
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before [or on the east side of] the Jor- 
dan. 

3 And it shall be, thou shalt drink 
of the brook; and I have commanded 
the ravens to feed thee thers. 

4 So he went and did according to 
the word of G^ ; for he went and 
dwelt in the valley of the Cherith, 
that is before the J<»dan. 

5 And the ravens brought him 
bread and flesh in the morning, and 
bread and flesh in the evening ; and 
he drank of the brook. 

6 And it came to pass at.last, that 
the brook dried up, because there had 
been no heavy rain in the land. 

7 And the word of the Lord came 
to him, saying, Arise, get thee to 
Zarephath [or Sarepta], whidi be- 
longeth to Sidon, and dwell there ; 
behold, I have commanded a widow 
woman there to feed thee. 

8 So he arose and went to Zare- 
phath. And when he came to the 
eniarance of the city, behold, a wi- 
dow woman was there gathering 
sticks. And he called to her and 
said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little 
water in a vessel, that I may 
drink. 

9 And as she was going to fetch 
it, he called to her, and said, Bring 
me,I pray thee, a morsel of bread in 
thy hand. 

10 And she said, As the Lord thy 
God liveth, I have not a cake, but a 
handful of meal in a pitcher, and a 
little oil in a cruse ; and behold, T am 
gathering tw6 sticks, that I may go 
in and dress it for me and my son, 
that we may eat it and die. 

11 And Elijah said to her. Fear 
not; go and do as thou hast said; 
bat make me therec^ a little cake 

first, and bring it out to me, and af- 



terwards make for thee and for ihy 
son. 

12 For thus saith the Lord the 
G^ of Israel, The pitcher of meal 
shall not be finished, neither shall the 
cruse of oil fail, until the day that 
the Lord sendeth heavy rain upon 
the face of the earth. 

13 And she went and did according 
to the saying of Elijah ; and she, and 
he, and her house, did eat for many 
days. 

14 And the pitcher of meal was not 
fipished, neither did the cruse of oil 
fail, according to the word of God, 
which he spake by the hand of Elijah. 

15 And it came to pass after these 
things, that the son of the woman^ 
the mistress of the house, fell sick ; 
and his sickness was so sore, that 
there was no breath left in him. 

16 And she said to Elijah, What 
have I to do with thee, O thou man 
of God ? Art thou come to me to 
call my sins to remembrance, and to 
slay my son ? 

It And he said to her, Give me 
thy son. And he took him out of her 
bosom, and carried him up into the 
upper chamber, where he abode, and 
laid him upon his own bed. 

18 And he stretched himself upon 
the child three times, and cried to 
the Lord, and said, O Lord my 
God, I pray thee, let this child's soul 
return again into his body. 

19 And the Lord hearkened to the 
voice of Elijah ; and the soul of the 
child returned into his body again, 
and he lived. 

20 And Elijah took the child, and 
brought him out of the upper cham- 
ber into the house, and delivered him 
to his mother. And Elijah said, See, 
thy sonfiveth. 
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21 And the woman said to Elijah, 
Now by this I know that thou art a 
man of Ood, and that the word of 
Ood in thy month is truth. 

CHAPTER XVm. 

A ND it oame to pass after many 
days, that the word of Ood oame 
to Elijah in the third year, saying, 
Go, shew thyself to Ahab ; and I 
will send rain upon the face of the 
earth. ^ 

2 And Elijah went to shew himself 
to Ahab. And the famine was sore 
in Samaria. 

3 And Ahab called Obadiah, who 
was over his house. (Now Obadiah 
feared the Lord greatly ; for it was 
fio, when Jezebel out off the prophets 
of the LOBD, that Obadiah took a 
hundred prophets, and hid them by 
fifties in a cave, and fed them with 
bread and water.) 

4 And Ahab said to Obadiah, Go 
into the land, to all wells of water, 
and to all brooks ; peradventure we 
may find grass to save the horses and 
muies alive, that we lose not all the 
beasts. 

5 So they divided the land between 
them to pass throughout it. Ahab 
went one way by himself, and Oba- 
diah went another way by himself. 

6 And as Obadiah was on the way, 
behold EUijah met him.' And he 
knew him ;. and he fell on his face, 
and said. Art thou then my lord Eli- 
jah? 

7 And he answered him, I am ; go 
tell thy lord, Elijah is here. 

8 And he said. In what have I 
sinned, that thouwouldest deliver thy 
servant into the hand of Ahab, to 
day me ? 

9 As the Lord thy God liveth, 



tbeie is no nation or kingdcHn, whith- 
er my lord hath not sent to seek thee. 
And when they said. He is not here : 
he made the kingdom and nation to 
swear, that they had not found thee. 

10 And now thou sayest, Go, tell 
thy lord, Elijah is here. 

11 And it will come to pass, as soon 
as I am gone from thee, that the 
s{Hrit of the Lord will carry thee 
whither I know not ; and so when I 
come and tell Ahab« and he cannot 
find thee, he'will slay me. But I thy 
servant fear the Lord from my 
youth. 

12 Was it not told my lord what I 
did when Jezebel slew the prophets 
of the Lord, how I hid a hundred 
men of the Lord's prophets by fifties 
in a cave, and fed them with bread 
and water ? 

13 And now thou sayest. Go, t^ 
my lord, Elijah is here ; and he will 
slay me. 

14 And Elijah said. As the Lord 
of hosts liveth, before whom I stand, 
I will surely shew myself to him to- 
day. 

15 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, 
and told him. And Ahab went to 
meet Elijah. 

16 And it came to pass, when Ahab 
saw Elijah, that Ahab said to him. 
Art thou he that troubleth Israel ? 

17 And he answered, I have not 
troubled Israel; but thou, and thy 
father's house, in that ye have for- 
saken the commandments of the Lord 
and thou hast followed Baal. 

18 Now therefore send, and gather 
to me all Israel unto mount Carmel, 
and the prophets of Baal four hun- 
dred and fifty, and the prophets of the 
images oi Ashera four hundred, who 
eat at Jezebel's table. 
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19 So Ahah sent among ail the 
chUdren of Israel, and gatbered the 
prophets together to mount Oarmel. 

20 And Elijah drew nigh unto aU 
the people, and aaid> How long halt 
ye between two opinions? If the 
Eternal be God, ftAlow him : but if 
Baal, then follow him. And the 
people answered him pot a word. 

2 1 Then said Elijah to the people, 
I, one only, remain a prophet of the 
Eternal ; bat Baal's prophets are 
foor hundred and fifty men. 

22 Let them therefore ^ve us two 
bullocks. And let them choose one 
bullock for themselves, and cut it in 
pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no 
fire to it. And I will dress the other 
bullodc, and lay it on wood, and put 
DO fire to it. 

23 And call ye on the name of your 

Stds, and I will call on the name of 
e Eternal. And the God that 
answereth by fire, let him be God. 
And all the people answered and said, 
It is well spoken. 

24 And Elijah said to the prophets 
of Baal, Choose ye one bullock for 
yourselves, and dress it first ; for ye 
are many ; and call on the name of 
your gods, but put no fire to it. 

25 And they took the bullock which 
was given them, and they dressed it, 
and called on the name of Baal from 
morning even unto noon, saying, 
Baal answer us. But there was no 
voice, nor any that answered. And 
iheiy limped about upon the altar 
which was made. 

26 And it came to passatnoon, that 
BHji^ mocked at tiiem, and said, Ory 
wi^ a load voice, for he is only a 
god. Either he is thinking, or he 
hath stepped aside, or he is on a jour- 



ney ; or peradventore he sle^^eth, and 
must be awaked. 

27 And they cried with a loud voice, 
and cut themselves after their man- 
ner with swords and spears, till the 
blood gushed out upon them. 

28 Aiid it came to pass, when mid*- 
day was past, and they prophesied 
until the meal offering, that there was 
neither vdee, nor any to answer, nor 
any that regarded. 

^ And Elijah said to all the people. 
Come near to me* And all the peo- 
ple came near to him, and he repaired 
the altar of the Lord that was 
broken down. 

30 And Elijah took twelve stones, 
according to the number of tribes of 
the sons of Jacob, (unto whom the 
word of God had come, saying, Jd- 
rod 8?mU be thy name,) 

31 And with the stones he built the 
altar in the name of the Eternal. And 
he made a trench about the altar, as 
great as would contain two Seahs [or 
half a bushel] of seed. 

32 And he put the wood in order, 
and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid 
it on the wood, and said, Fill four 
pitchers witli water, and pour it on 
the burnt offering, and on the wood. 

33 And he said. Do it the second 
time. And they did it the second 
time. And he said. Do it the third 
time. And they did it the third time. 

34 And the water ran round about 
the altar ; and the trench also was 
filled with water. 

35 And it came to pass at the tivfi 
of offering up the meal offering, that 
Elijah the prophet came near, and 
said, Eternal, God of Abraham, of 
Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known, 
this day that thou art God in Israel, 
and that I am thy servant, and that I 
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haye done all these things at thy 
word. 

36 Answer me, O Eternal, answer 
me, that this people may know that 
thou Yauysh art Ood, and do thoa 
turn their heart baok again. 

37 Then the Jre of the LoBD fell, 
and consumed the burnt offering, and 
the wood, and the stones, and die 
dust, and licked up the water that 
was in the trench. 

38 And when all the people saw it, 
they fell on their faoes. And they 
said. The Etsbnal he is God ; the 
Eternal he is God. 

39 And Elijah said to them, Seiae the 
prophets of Baal; let not a man of them 
escape. Andth^ seised them. And 
Elijah brought them down to the valley 
of the Kishon, and slew them there. 

40 And Elgabsaid to Ahab, G^t 
thee up, eat and drink ; for there is 
a sound of the noise of heavy rain. 

41 So Ahab went to eat and to 
drink. And Elijah went up to the 
top of Carmel; and he cast himself 
down upon the earth, and put his face 
between his knees, 

42 And said to his servant, Go up 
now, look toward the sea. And he 
went up, and lodged, and said. 
There is nothing whatever. And he 
said. Go again, seven times. 

43 And it came to pass at the sev- 
enth time, that he said. Behold, 
there ameth a little cloud out (A the 
sea, like a man's hand. And he said. 
Go up, say to Ahab, Harness thy 
diadot, and get thee down, that the 
heavy rain stop thee not. 

44 And it came to pass in the mean 
while, that the heavens were black 
with clouds and wind, and there was 
a great rain. And Ahab rode, and 
went to Jezreel. 



45 And the hand of ih» LoBD was 
on Elijah ; and he girded up his loins, 
and ran before Ahab to ike entranee 
of Jezreel. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

j^ND Ahab told Jezebel aU that EH- 
jah had done, and withal how Jie 
had slain all the prophets with the 
sword, 

2 Then Jei^l sent a messenger to 
Elijah, saying. So let the gods do to 
me, and more also, if I make not Uiy 
life as the life of one of them by to- 
morrow about this time. 

3 And he was afraid, and he arose, 
and went for his life, and oame to 
Beer-sheba, which belongeth toJa- 
dah, and left his servant ^re. 

4 But he himself went a day's 
journey into the desert, and oame and 
sat down under a broom tree. And 
he asked for himself that he might 
die ; and he said. It is enou^. Now, 
LoBD, take away my life ; for I 
am not better than my fathers. 

5 And as he lay and slept under the 
broom tree, behold, then an angel 
touched him, and said to him, Anse 
and eat. 

6 And he looked, and behold, a 
cake baked on the hearth and a cruse 
of water at his head-rest. And he 
did eat and drink, and laid himself 
down again. 

^ 7 And the angel of the LoBD oame 
again the second time, and touched 
him, and said. Arise and eat ; be- 
cause the journey is too great for 
thee. 

8 And he arose, and did eat and 
drink, and wont on the strength of 
that food forty days and f ort^ ni^ts 
unto the mount of God in Horeb. 

9 And he came thitiier to a cave^ 
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and lodged there. And behdd, the 
word of theLoBO eame to him, and said 
to him, What doest thoa here, Elijah? 

10 And he said, I have been very 
seaknis for the Eternal the G-od of 
hosts. For the children of Israel have 
forsaken thy covenant, thrown down 
thine altars, and slain thy prophets 
with ihe sword ; and I only am left ; 
and they seek my life, to take it away. 

11 Aim! he said, Go forth, and 
stuid upon the mount before the 
LoBD. And behold, the LoBD 
passed by ; and a great and strong 
wind rent the mountains, and brake 
in pieces the rooks before the Lord ; 
but the LoBD was not in the wind. 
And after the wind there waa an 
earthquake ; but the LoBD was not 
in ikte earthquake. 

12 And after the earthquake there 
was a fire ; but the LoBD was not in 
the fire. And after the fire there 
was a still small voice. 

13 And it was so, when Elijah heard 
ity he wrapped his face in his mantle, 
and went out, and stood in the en- 
tering in of the cave. 

14 And behold, the voice came to 
him, and said. What doest thou here, 
EUjah? 

15 And he said, I have be«i very 
zealous for the Eternal the God of 
hosts. For the children of Israel have 
f(»rsaken thy convenant, thrown down 
tiune altars, and slain thy prophets 
with the sword ; and I only am left ; 
and they seek my life to take it 
away. 

16 And the Lord said to him. Go, 
return on thy way to the desert of 
Damascus; and when thou comest, 
Mioint Hazad to be a king over Syria. 

17 And Jehu the [grand] ton of 
Nimshi shalt th^m anoint to be king 



over Israel ; and Elisha the son of 
Shaphat of Abel-meholah shalt thou 
anoint to be prophet in thy room. 

18 And it shall come to pass, that 
him that escapeth the sword of Ha- 
zael shall Jehu slay ; and him that 
escapeth from the sword of Jehu shall 
Elisha slay. 

19 Yet I have left me seven thou- 
sand in Israel, all whose knees have 
not bowed to Baal, and all whose 
mouth hath not kissed him. 

20 So he departed thence, and 
found Elisha ^e son of Shaphat, 
who was plowing ; twelve yoke of 
oxen were before him, and he with 
the twelfth. And Elijah passed over 
to him, and.casthis mantle upon him. 

21 And he left the oxen, and ran 
after Elijah, and said, Let me, I 
pray thee, kiss my father and my 
mother, and then I will foUow thee. 
And he said to him. Go, return ; for 
what have I done to thee ? 

22 And he returned back from him. 
and took a yoke of oxen, and slew 
them, and boiled their flesh in the 
vessels of the oxen, and gave to the 
people, and they did eat. Then he 
arose, and went after Elijah, and 
ministered unto him. 

CHAPTER XX. 

J^ND Ben-hadad[thennd], thekmg 
of Syria, gathered all his host to- 
gether. And there were thirty and 
two kings with him, and horses, B.nd 
chariots. And he went up and be- 
sieged Samaria, and warred against it. 

2 And he sent messengers to Ahab 
king of Israel into the city, and said 
to him. Thus saith Ben-hadad, 

3 Thy silver and thy gold are mine ; 
thy wives also and thy children, even 
the goodliests are mine. 
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4 And th6 king of Israd answered 
and said, -My lord, O king, aooordin^ 
to thy saying, I am thine, and all 
that I have. 

5 And the mesaengere eame again, 
and said, Thos speaketh Ben-hadad, 
saying, As I sent to thee, saying, 
Thoa shalt deliver to me thy silver, 
and thy gold, and iky wives, and thy 
children ; 

6 So I will send my servants to 
thee to-morrow about this time, and 
they shall search thy house, and 
the houses of thy servants ; and it 
shall be, that all that is pleasant in 
thine eyes, they shall put it in their 
hand, and take it away. 

7 Then the king of Israel called all 
the elders of the land, and said, 
Mark, I pray you, and see how this 
man seeketh mischief. For he sent 
to me for my wives, and for my 
children, and for my silver, and for 
my gold : and I denied him not. 

3 And all the elders and all the 
people said to him, Hearken not to 
him, nor consent. 

9 Therefore he said to the messen- 
gers of Ben-hadad, Tell my lord the 
king. All that thou didst send for to 
thy servant at the first I will do ; but 
this thing I may not do. And the 
messengers departed; and brought 
him word again. 

10 And Ben-hadad sent to him, and 
said, May the gods do so to me, and 
more also, if the dust of Samari& shall 
suffice for handf uls for all the people 
that follow me. 

11 And the king of Israel answered 
and sud, Tell him, Let not him Uiat 
girdeth on [his sword] boast himself 
as he that putteth it off. 

12 And it came to pass, when [Ben- 
hadad] heard this message, as he was 



drinking, he and the Idngs in the 
pw?ilion, that he said to his servants, 
Set yoursdves in amy. And they set 
themselves in array against the city. 

13 And bdiold, there came a prophet 
to Ahab king of Israel, saying, Thos 
saith the Lobd, Hast thoa seen all 
this great multitude ? Behold, I will 
deliver it into thy hand this day ; and 
thou shalt kiK>w that I am the LoBB. 

14 And Ahab said, By means of 
whom ? And he said, Thus saith the 
Lobd, Even by the young men oi 
the prinoes of ^e provinces. Then 
he said, Who fAM begin ^e battle ? 
And he answered, Thou. 

15 Then he mustered the young men 
of the princes of the provinces, and 
they were two hundred and thirty- 
two. And after them he mustered 
all the people, even all the children 
of Israel, being seven thousands 

16 And they went out at noon. But 
Ben hadad was drinking hioraetf 
drunk in the pavilion, he and the 
kings, ike thirty and two kings tiiat 
helped him. 

17 And the young men of the prinoes 
of the provinces went out first. And 
Ben-hadad sent out ; and they told 
him, saying. There are men come out 
of Samaria. 

18 And he said. Whether they be 
come out for peace, take them alive ; 
or whether they be come out for war, 
take them alive. 

19 So these young men of the prin- 
ces of the provinces came out d the 
city, also the army which followed 
them. 

20 And they slew every one his 
man. And the Syrians fled; and 
Israel pursued them. And Ben- 
hadad the Idng of Syria esoaped on a 
horse with the horsemtn. 
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21 And the long of Israel went oat, 
and smote the horses and ohariots, and 
•lew the Synans with a great slaughter . 

22 And the prophet oame near to 
Ae king of Israel, and said to him, 
Go (Strengthen thyself, and mark, and 
see what thou doest For at the ve* 
tarn of the year the king of Syria 
wiyi come «p against thee. 

23 And the servants of the lung of 
Syria said to him, Their gods are 
gods of ihe hills ; therefore tbey were 
stronger than we; bat if we fi^t 
against them on level ground, shall 
we not be stronger than th^y? 

24 And do this thing. Take the 
UngB away, every man oat of his 
pkee, aad pat Paehas [or governors] 
i&thdur rocmi. 

25 And prepare for thyself an army, 
like the army that fell away from 
diee, horse for horse, and diariot 
for chariot. And we will ight 
against them on level ground, and 
skall we not be stronger than tkey ? 
And he hearkened to their v(noe, and 
did so. 

2<> And it came to pass at the re- 
torn of the year, that fien«hadad 
mastered the Syrians, and went ap to 
Aphek, to fight against Israel. 

27 And the children of Israel were 
mastered, and were viotaalled, and 
went against them. And the ehil- 
di^ of Israel pitched before them 
lUce two little flocks of kids ; bat the 
Syrians filled the country. 

28 And tJiere oame a man of God, 
and spake to the king of Israel, and 
said. Thus saith the LoBD, Because 
the Syrians have said, the LoBD is 
Qod of the hills, hot he is not God 
of ihe valleys, tiierefore will I deliver 
all this greatmultitade into thy hand, 
and ye shall know that I am the Lord. 



^ 29 And they encamped one c^qiosite 
the other for seven days. And so it 
was, that on tlie sev^th day the 
battle was joined. And the ohikbnen 
of Israel slew of the Syrians a hundred 
thousand men on foot in one day. 

30 But the reet fled to Aphek inta 
the city; and the wall feU upon 
twenty and seven thousand of the 
men that were left. 

31 And Ben^haded fled, and came 
into the city, into an inner diamber. 
And his servants said to him. 
Behold now, we have heard that the 
kings of the hoose of Israel are merci- 
ful kings. Let us, I pray thee, put 
sackcloth on our loins, and ropes 
round oar heads, and go out to the 
king of Israel ; peradventure he will 
a%ve thy life. 

32 So they girded sackcloth on their 
loins, and put ropes round their 
heads, and came to the king of Israel, 
and said, Thy servant Ben-hadad 
saith, I pray thee^ let me live. And 
he said, Is he yet alive ? He is my 
brother. 

33 Now the men did watch for an 
omen, and did hasten, and took up 
his word, and said. Thy brother Ben- 
haded. Then he said. Go ye, bring 
him, Then Bea*haded came forth 
to him ; and he caused him to coma 
up into the diariot. 

34 And [Ben-haded} said to him. 
The dties, which my father took, from 
thy father, I will restore ; and thou 
skdt make highways for thee into 
Damascus, as my father made into 
Samaria. Then [said Ahab], I will 
send thee away with this covenant. 
So he made a covenant with him, and 
sent him away. 

35 And a certain man of the sons 
of the prophets waited for the king 
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by the way, and disgaised himself 
with a eoYeriag up<m his eyes. 

36 And as ^e kiog passed by, he 
orted to the king, and said, Thy ser- 
vant went ont into the nidst of the 
battle ; and behoM, « man tamed 
aside, and brought a man nnto me, 
and said, Keep this man. If by any 
means he be missing, ^en shall thy 
life be for his life, or else thoa shato 
pay a Kikar [or hnndred-we^t] of 
silyer. 

37 And as thy serrant was busy 
here and tiiere, he was gone. And 
the king of Israel said to him. So 
shall thy judgment be ; thyself hast 
decided it. 

38 And he hastened, and took the 
covering away from his eyes ; and 
the king of Israel discerned him that 
he was one of the prophets. 

39 And [the prophet] said to him, 
Thus sait^ the LoBD, Because thou 
hast let go out of thy hand a man 
whom I had appointed to utter de- 
struction, therefore thy life shall go 
for his life, and thy people fcMr his 
people. 

CHAPTER XXI. 

A ND it came to pass affcer these 
things, that Naboth the Jbz- 
BBELITB had a vineyard, which was 
in Jezreel, hard by the palace of 
Ahab king of Samaria. 

2 And Ahab spake to Naboth, 
saying, G-ive me thy vineyard, that I 
may have it for a garden of herbs, 
because it is near to my house ; and 
I will give thee for it a better vine- 
yard than it ; or, if it seem good to 
thee, I will give thee the worth of it 
in silver. 

8 And Naboth said to Ahab, It were 
wrong in me before the Lobd, that 



I riioaid give the inheritance of my 
fathers to thee. 

4 And Ahab came into his house 
heavy and troubled because of the 
word which Naboth the Jesreeltte had 
spoken to him ; for he had said, I 
will not give thee the inherltanee of 
my fathers. And he laid him down 
upon his bed, and turned away Ma 
face, and would eat no bread. 

5 But Jeiebel his wife came to 
him, and said to him. Why b thy 
spirit so sad, that ti^ea eatest no 
bread? 

6 And he said to her, Because I 
spake to Naboth the Jezreelite, and 
said to him, Give me thy vineyard 
for money ; or else, if it please thee^ 
I will give thee another vineyard for 
it. And he answered, I will not give 
thee my vineyard. 

7 And Jeiebel his wife said to him« 
Dost thou now govern the kingdom of 
Israel ? Arise, and eat bread, and lot 
thy heart be merry ; I will give thoe 
the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite. 

8 So she wrote letters in Ahab'a 
name, and sealed them with his seal, 
and sent the letters to the elders and 
to the nobles that were in his mty, 
dwelling with Naboth. 

9 And she wrote in the letters, say- 
ing. Proclaim a fast, and set Nabc^ 
on high among the people. 

10 And set two men, sons of Belial, 
before him, to bear witness against 
him, saying, Thou didst curse Gh)d 
aud the king. And then put him 
forth, and stone him, that he may die. 

11 And the men of his city, even 
the elders and the cobles who were 
the inhabitants in his city, did as Je- 
zebel had sent to them, and as it was 
written* in the letters jdank ^ had 
sent to them.L^'9''^6dby^^^S^^ 
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12 Th^ prooUimed a ImI, and set 
Naboth on high among the people. 

13 And there oame in two men, 
eons of Belial, and sat before bim. 
And the men of Belial witnessed 
against Naboth^ in the presence ei 
the people, saying, Naboth did curse 
God and the king. Then they carried 
him iorik out of the city, and stoned 
Urn with stenes, that he died. 

14 Then th^ sent to Jeiebel, say^ 
ing, Naboth is stoned, and is dead. 

15 And it came to pass, when Je- 
sebel heard that Naboth was stoned, 
and was dead, that Jezebel said to 
Ahab, Arise, take possession of the 
noeyard of Naboth the Jesreelite, 
whkh he refceed to give thee for 
money; for Naboth is not alire bnt 
dead. 

16 And it came to pass, when Ahab 
heard that Naboth was dead, that 
Abab rose np to go down to tlie vine- 
yard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to take 
possession of it. 

17 And the word of God came to 
Blijah the Tishbite, saying. Arise, go 
down to meet Ahab king of Israel, 
who is in Samaria. Behdd, he is in 
the vineyard of Naboth, whither he 
is gone down to possess it. 

18 And l^on shalt speak to him, 
saying, Thnssaiih the LoiiD, Hast 
thou murdered, and also taken pos- 
sessioii ? 

19 And Alnb said to Elijah, Hast 
ihon foand me, mine enemy ? And 
he answered, I have found thee. 
Because thou hast sold thyself to 
w<nk eril in the sight of the Lord, 

20 Behold, I will bring evil upon 
thee, and will take away thy posterity, 
and will out off from Abab every man 
and boy, whether bondsman or firee 
in Israel, 



21 And I will make thy house like 
the house of Jeroboam the son of Ne- 
bat, and like the house of Baasha the 
son of Ah^jah, for the provocation 
wherewith thou hast provoked me to 
anger, and made Israel to sin. 

And it came to pass, when Ahab 
heard those words, that he rent his 
clothes, and putsackdoth upon his 
flesh, and fasted, and lay in sack- 
cloth, and walked slowly. 

23 And the word of the Lord came 
to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, Seest 
thou how Ahab humbleth himiBelf be- 
fore me? Because he humbleth him- 
self before me, I will not bring the 
evil in his days ; but in his son*sdays 
will I bring the evil upon his house. 

24 But there was none like Ahab, 
who did sell himself to work wicked- 
ness in the sight of God, whom Jeze- 
bel his wife stirred up. 

25 And he did very abominably in 
following filthy idols, according- to all 
that the Amorites did, whom the 
Lord had cast out before the chil- 
dren of Israel. 

CHAPTER XXn. 

J^NB THBT OONTINUBD three years 
without war between Syria and 
Israel. 

2 And it came to pass in the third 
year, that Jehoshaphat the king of 
Judah came down to [Ahab] the king 
of Israel 

3 And the king of Israel said to his 
servants. Know ye that Ramoth in 
Gilead is ours, and are we still, and 
take it not out of the hand of the 
king of Syria? 

4 And he said to Jehoshaphat, Wilt 
thou go with me to battle to Ramoth 
in Gilead? And Jehoshaphat said to 
the king of Israel, I am as thou art, 
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mj people fts thy paopfei my hoiaes 
fts thy hones. 

6 And JehoBhftphat waidio the king 
iA Israel, Inqoiie^ I pray tiiee) at die 
word of the LoBD to-day. 

6 Then the king of Israel gathered 
the prophets togeth«r^ about foar 
hundred men, and said to them, 
l^all I go against Ramoth in Oilead 
to batiJe, or shall I forbear? And 
they said, Go up; for the Lord will 
deliver it into the hand ol the king. 

7 And Jehoshaphai said^ Is there 
not here a prophet of the Lobd be- 
sidee, that we might inquire of him? 

8 And the king of Israel said to 
Jehoshai^iat, There is yet one man, 
by whom we may inquire of the LoBDu 
3at I hate him; lor he doth not 
prophe^r good oonoeming me, hut 
evil. He is Hioabh the son 4^ Isa- 
iah. And Jehoshaphat said. Let not 
the king say so. 

9 Ih^ the king oi Israel oalied a 
ohamberkiuy and sud, Hasten hither 
Micaiah the son of Imlah. 

10 And the king of Israel and Je- 
hoshaphat the king of Judah sat each 
on his throne, having put on their 
robes, in an open plaoe at the entranoe 
of the gate oi Samaria ; and all the 
prophets prophesied before them. 

11 And Zed^ah the son of Ohe- 
naanah made for himself horns of 
iron. And he said. Thus saith the 
Lord, With these shalt thou posh 
the Syrians, until thou have consumed 
them. 

12 And all the prophets prophesied 
so, saying, Go up to Ramoth in Gi- 
lead, and prosper ; for the LoBD will 
deliver it into the king's hand. 

13 And the messenger that was 
gone to call Micaiah spake to him, 
saying, Behold now, the wcurds of the 



pvophets speak gcxid to the king wilii 
one mouth. Let thy woid, I pnif 
thee, be like the word of one of them, 
and speak thon good. 

14 And Mieaiah said, As the LOB^ 
Uveth, what the Lob0 suth tome 
that will I speak. 

15 So he csoie to the king. A»d 
the king said to turn,. Mieaiii^^ shall 
we go against Ramoiji in Gilead to 
battle, or shall we focbeajr? And he 
answered him, Q% and prosper ; for 
the Lord will deliver it into 4ke 
hand of the king. 

16 And the king said to him^ Ssm 
many times ^U I adjure tbee tfaaii 
thou tell me nothing but what is tona 
in the name of the LoRl>? 

17 And he said, I saw mil IsimI 
scattered toward the hills, as ahoapt 
that have not a she^^rd. And Ae 
Lord said. These have no maatw; 
let them retnm eieiy nan to haa 
house in peaoe. 

18 And the king of Israel aaid to» 
Jehoshaphat, Did I not tell thtt that 
he would projphesy nogood ooAeetBinft 
me, but evil ? 

19 And [Micaiah] said. Hear tlum 
therefore Uie word of the Lord. I 
saw the Lord sitting on his thrane^ 
and all the host of heaven standing 
by him on his right hand and on hk 
left. 

20 And the Lord said, Who will 
entioe Ahaby that he may go up and 
fall at Ramoth in Gilead? And one 
said on Uiis manner, and another said 
on ih»t manner. 

21 And there came forth a spirit, 
and stood before the Lord, and said» 
I will entioe him. 

2 And the Lord said to him^ 
Wherewith? And he said, I wiU go 
forth, and I will be a lying spiiit in 
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tbe moQth <rf dU his prophets. And 
hss^idy Thou fihak entioe him, and 
{Nreyail also ; go Jcnrth, and do so. 

23 No^ therefoce, behoUi the liOBD 
hath pat a lying spirit in the mouth 
of all these i^ prophets; and the 
LoBD hath sypoken evil oonoerning 

^ Bat Zedekiah the son of Che* 
Of^inah went near, and smote Mioaiah 
on the cheek, and said. Which way 
iprent the spirit of the Lq^ from me 
to speak to thee ? 

25 And Mio^ah said, Behold thoa 
4ii4t see in that day, when thoa shalt 
go into an inner chamber to hide thy- 

26 And the king of Israel said, 
T^e Micaiahy and cany him back to 
4wvA ^b^ 9^ernor of the city, and 
liO Joadi the king's son ; 

27 And say, Thas saith t^e king, 
Put this man in the prison, aad feed 
him with the bread of affliction and 
with the water of affliction^ until I 
come in safety. 

28 And Micaiah said, If thou return 
at all in /safety, the Lord hath not 
q)oken by me. (Moreoyer he said 
[Mic. L l.],;Hear, ye peoples, every 
one of you.) 

29 So the king of Israel and Jeho- 
shaphat the king of Jodah went up to 
Bamoth in G-ilead. 

30 And the king of Israel said to 
Jehoshaphat, that he would disguise 
himsdf and enter into the battle, 
But put thoa on thy robes. And the 
lung of Israel disgcdsed himself, and 
went into the battle. 

31 And the king of Syria com- 
manded lus thirty and two captains of 
his chariots, saying. Fight neither 
widi small nor great, save only with 
the king of IsnieL 



32 And it came to pass, when the 
captains of the chariots saw Jehosha- 
phat, that they said, Sorely it is the 
king of Israel And they turned 
aside to fight against him. And Je- 
hoshaphat cried out. 

33 And it came to pass, when the 
captains of the chariots perceived that 
it was not the king of Israel, that 
they turned back from pursuing him* 

34 And a certain man drew a bow 
at a venture, and smote the king of 
Israel between the shoulder joints and 
the breastplate ; wherefore he said to 
the driver of his chariot, Turn thy 
hand, and cany me out of the host; 
for I am wounded, 

35 And the battle increased that 
day, And the king was psopped up 
in his chariot in face of the Syrians, 
and died at eveniug ; and the blood 
ran out of the wound into the hollow 
of the chariot. 

36 And there went a cry through- 
out the camp about the going down 
of the sun, saying. Every man to his 
city, and every man to his own 
country. 

37 So the lung died, and wa» 
brought to Samaria ; and they buried 
the king in Samaria. 

38 Now the rest of the acts of 
Ahab, and all that he did^ and the 
ivory house which he built, and all 
the cities that he built, are they not 
written in the Book of the Chronicles, 
of the kings of Israel? 

39 So Ahab slept with his fathers ; 
and Ahaziah his son reigned in hi» 



40 And JEHOBHAPHAT the son of 
Asa began to reign over Judah in the 
fourth ycMT of Ahab king of Israel 
[B. C. 877]. 

41 Jehoshaphat was thirty and fire 
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years old when he began! to reign; 
and he reigned twenty and fire years 
in Jemsalem. And his mother's 
name was Azabah the daughter of 
Shilhi. 

42 And he walked in all the ways 
of Asa his father; he turned not 
aside from it, doing what was right 
in the eyes of the Lord. Neverthe- 
less the High Places were not taken 
away ; for the people sacrificed and 
burnt incense yet on the High Places. 

43 And Jehoshaphat remained at 
peace with the king of Israel. 

44 Now the rest of the acts of Je- 
hoshaphat and his might that he 
shewed, and how he warred, are they 
not written in the Book of the Chro- 
nicles of the kings of Judah ? 

45 And the remnant of the abomina- 
tions, which remained in the days of 
lus father Asa, he took out of the 
land. 

46 There was then no king in Edom; 
a [Jewish] officer reigned. 

47 Jehoshaphat made ships of Tar- 



shish to go to Ophir for gold. But 
they went not; for the ships were 
wrecked at Bzion-gdber. 

48 Then said Ahaziah the son of 
Ahab to Jehoshaphat, Let my serv^ 
ants go with thy servants in the 
ships. But Jeh(»haphat would not. 

49 And Jehoshaphat slept with hur 
fathers, and was buried with his 
fathers [B. 0. 853]; and Jehoram his 
son reigned in his stead. 

50 AJEAZtAH the son of xVhabbegatl 
to reign over Israel in Samaria in the 
seventoenth year of Jehoshaphat king 
of Judah [B. C. 861], and reigned 
two years over Israel. 

51 And he did evil in the sight of 
the Lord, and walked in the way of 
his father, and in thcwway of hiii 
mother, and in the way%f cferobou^ 
the son of Nebat, who made Israel to 
sin ; 

52 For he served Baal, and wor- 
shipped him, and provoked to anger 
the Eternal the G-od of Israel, ao* 
cording to all that his father had done. 
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CHAPTER L 

'pHEN MoA-B REBELLED against 
Israel after the death of Ahab. 

2 And Ahaziah fell down through 
a lattice in his upper chamber that 
was in Samaria, and was sick. And 
lie sent messengers, and said to them, 
G-o, inquire of Baal-zebub the god of 
Ekron whether I shall recover of this 
sickness. 

3 But the ungel of God said to Eli- 
jah the Tishbite, Arise, go up to meet 
the tnessengers of the kibg (^ Sa- 



maria, and say to them. Is it beoauae 
there is not a Gh>d in Israd, that ye 
go to inquire of Baal-sebub the god 
of Ekion ? 

4 Now therefore thus saith th6 
Lord, Thou shalt not oome down 
from that bed on w^oh thou art 
gone up, but shalt surely die. And 
Elijah departed. 

5 And when the messengers re- 
turned to him [the king], he said to 
them, Why now are ye returned? 

i6 And they said to him, Theortt 
came a man up to meet us^ and said 
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to «9, G-Oy tarn mgain to the king who 
Boat yoo, Mid say to him, Thus sait^ 
the LoBD, Is it because there is not 
a <3-od in Israel, that thou sendest to 
inquire of Baal-sebub the god of 
Ekron? Therefore thou shalt not 
Qome down from that bed on whidi 
thoa art gone up, but shalt surelsr db. 

7 And he said to them, What man- 
ner oi man was he that eame up to 
meet you, and UAd you these words? 

8 And ihey answered him, He was 
a hairy man, and girt with a girdle 
of leather about his loins. And he 
said, It is Elijah the Tii^hbite. 

9 Then [the king] sent to him a 
caq^tain of fifty with his fif (7. And 
he went up to him ; and b^<M, he 
sat on the top of the mountain. And 
he spake to Mm, Thou man of Ood, 
the king hath said, Gome down. 

10 And Elijah answered and said to 
the eaptain of fifty, If I be a man of 
God, then shall fire oome down from 
heaven, and consume thee and thy 
fifty. And there came down fire 
from heayen, and it consumed him 
and his fifty. 

11 Again also he sent to him 
another oaptun of fifty with his fifty. 
And he answered and said to him, 
nutn of God, thus hath the king said, 
Oome down quickly. 

1^ And Elijah answered and said 
to them. If I be a man of God, fire 
shall oome down from heaven, and 
consume thee and thy fifty. And the 
fire of God came down from heaven, 
sod consumed him and his fifty. 

13 And he sent again a captain of 
the third fifty with his fifty. And 
tlie third captain of fifty went tip, 
and came and f^l on his knees before 
Elijah, and besought him, and said 
to him, man of God, I pray thee, 



let my life, and the life of these fifty 
thy servants, be precious in thy sight. 

14 Behold there came fire down 
from heaven, and consumed the two 
captains of the former fifties with 
their fifties ; therefore let my life now 
be precious in thy sight. 

15 And the angel of God said to 
Elijah, Go down with him ; be not 
afraid of him. And he arose, and 
went down with him to the king. 

16 And he said to him, Thus saith 
the Lord, Forasmuch as thou hast 
sent messengers to inquire of Baal- 
lebub the god of Ekron, is it because 
there is no God in Israel to inquire of 
his word ? Therefore tbou ^alt not 
oome down off that bed on whi<^ thou 
art gone up, but shalt surely die. 

17 So he died according to the 
word of God which Elijah had ^[)ok^n. 
And Joram [his brother] reigned in 
his stead, in the second year bf Jeho- 
ram the son of Jehoshapbat king of 
Judah, because he had no son. 

18 Now the rest of the acts of Ahasiah 
which he did, are they not written in 
the Book of the Chronicles of the 
kings of Israel ? 

CHAPTER n. 

A ND it came to pass, when the 
Lord would take up Elijah into 
heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah 
went with Elisha from Gilgal. 

2 And Elijah said to Eli^a, Tarry 
here, I pray thee ; for the Lord hath 
sent me to Beth-el. And Elisha 
said. As the Lord liveth, and as 
thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. 
So they went down to Beth-el. 

4 And the sons of the prophets that 
were at Beth-el came forth to Elisha, 
and th^ said to him, Knowest thou 
that the Lord will take up thy 
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muter above thy head to-day? And 
he said, Yea, I know it. Hold ye 
yovur peaee. 

4 And El^ah said to him, Bltaha, 
tarry here, I pray thee ; for the LoBD 
hath sent me to Jericha And he 
said, As the LoBD lif eth, and as thy 
soul li^eth, I will not leare thee. So 
tiiey came to Jerioho. 

5 And the sons of the propheto 
that were at Jeridio eame to Elisha, 
and said to him, Knowest then that 
the XiOBD will take up thy master 
aboye thy head to-day? And he 
answered, Yea, I know it. Hold ye 
your peace. 

6 And Elijah said to him, Tarry, I 
pm^ tliee, here ; for the LoiiD hath 
sent me to the Jordan, And he 
99id, As the LoBD liveth, and as thy 
aecd Uveth, I will not leave thee. 
And they two went on. 

7 And fifty men of the sons of the 
prophets went, and stood witlun sight 
afar off ; and they two stood by the 
jMdan. 

8 And El^ah took his mantle, and 
wrapped it together, and smote the 
waters, and they were divided hither 
and thither, so that they two went 
over on dry ground. 

9 And it came to pass when they 
were gone over, that EUjah said to 
EUsha, Ask whlit I shall do for thee, 
before I be taken away from thee. 
And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a 
double portion of thy spirit be upon me. 

10 And he said, Thofa hast asked a 
hard thing. Nevertheless, if thbu 
see me when I am taken from thee, 
it shall be so unto thee ; but if not, 
it shall not be so. 

11 And it came to pass, as they 
went on walking, and talked, that, 
bdioldy there came a chariot of fire. 



and horses <^ fire, «id parted tiiem 
botb asunder. Ajid Elijah went vp 
by a whirlwind into heaven. 

12 And Elidiasaw it, and he cried, 
My lather, my father, the chariot €^ 
Israel, and the horsemen thereof. 
And he saw him no more. And he 
took hold of hki own ck)thes, and rent 
them in two pieeos. 

13 Ho took up also the mantle of 
Elijah that fell from Um. And he 
went back, and stood by the bank of 
the Jordan ; 

14 And he took the mantle of Eli- 
jah that fell from him, and he smote 
the waters, and said, Where is ^e 
liOBD the God of Elijah? So he 
also s^nofee the watersi, and they were 
divided hither and thither; and 
Elisha went over. 

15 And when the sons of the pro- 
I^ets who were within mght at Je- 
richo saw him, they said, The BfAdt 
of Elijaii doth rest on EUsha. Ami 
th^ came to meet him, and bowed 
thems^ves to the ground before lum. 

16 And ^ey said to him, Behold 
now, there be with thy servants fifty 
men, sons of strength ; let them go, 
we pray thee, and seek thy master ; 
lest pcaradventure the sfHrit of the 
LoBD hath taken him up, ana oast 
him on some mountain, or into aonoe 
valley. And he said. Ye shall ndt 
send. 

17 And when they urged him tOi 
he was ashamed, he said, Send. Th^ 
sent therefore fifty men. And thi^f 
sought f (HT three days, but found hin 
not. 

18 And when tiiey came again to 
him, (for he tarried at Jericho,) he 
said to them, Did I not say to yoa» 
Go not? 

19* And the men of the city said to 
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Eliaka, Behold, I pray thee, the 
sitoation oi this eity is pleasaat, *a8 
my lord seeth; but the waters are 
bad, and the ground barren. 

20 And he said, Bring me a tiew 
dishy and pat salt therein. And they 
broaght it to him. 

21 And he went forth unto the 
spring of the waters, and east the 
salt in there, and said, Thus saith 
the LoBD, I have healed these wa- 
ters ; diere shall not be from thence 
any more death or barrenness. 

22 So the waters were healed unto 
this day, aooording to the saying ef 
Bli^a which he spake* 

23 And he went up from thence to 
Bet^-el. And he went from thence 
to mount Oarmel, and from thence he 
returned to Samaria. 

CHAPTER m. 

JoBAM the son of Ahab be- 
gan to reign over Israel in Samaria 
in the eighteenth year of Jehosha- 
phat king of Judah [B. C. 860], and 
reigned twelve years. 

2 And he did evil in the eyes of 
Ood ; only not like his father, or like 
his mother. For he put away the 
image of Baal that lids father had 
made. 

3 Nevertheless he cleaved to the 
OBS of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
who made Israel to sin ; he departed 
not therefrom. 

4 Now Mesha king of Moab was a 
sheep master, and rendered to the 
ting of Israel a hundred thousand 
lambs, and the wool of a hundred 
thoosand rams. 

5 But it came to pass, when Ahab 
was dead, that the king of Moah re- 
belled against the king of Israel. 

6 And the king Joram went out of 
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Samaria at the same time, and 
mustered all Israel. 

7 And he went and sent to Jdio^ 
shaphat the king of Judah, saying, 
The king of Moab hath rebelled 
against me. Wilt thou go with me 
against the MoabiteS to battle ? And 
he said, I will go up ; I am as thou 
art, my people as thy p6o^e, and my 
horses as thy horses. 

8 And he said, Which way shall we 
go up? And he answered, The way 
through the desert of Edom. 

9 So the king of Israel went, and 
the king of Judah, and the king of 
Edom. And they went round about 
for a seven days' journey ; and there 
was no water for the host, and for 
the cattle that followed them. 

10 And the king of Israel said, Alas ! 
the Lord hath called these three 
kings together, to deliver them hito 
the hand of the Moabites ? 

11 But Jehoshaphat said, Is l^ere 
not here a prophet of the LoBD that 
we may inquire of the Lord by him? 
And one of the king of Israel* s serv- 
ants answered and said. Here is 
Blidha the son of Shaphat, who poured 
water on the hands af Elijah. 

12 And Jehoshaphat said, The 
word of God is with him. So the 
king of Israel and Jehoshaphat and 
the king of Edom went down to him. 

13 And Elisha said to the king of 
Israel, What have I to do with thee? 
Get thee to the prophets of Ihy 
father, and to the prophets of ^ 
mother. And the king of Israel said 
to him, Nay ; for the Lord hath 
called these three kings together, 
to deliver (hem into the hand of the 
Moabites. 

14 And Eli^a said. As the Lord 
of hosts liveth, before whom I stand,- 
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[purely, were it not that I regard the 
presence of Jehoshapbat the king of 
Judah, I would not look toward thee, 
nor see thee. 

15 But now bring me a minstrel. 
And it came to pass, when the min- 
strel played, that the hand of the 
Lord came upon him. 

16 And he said, Thus saith the 
LoBD, Make this valley full of 
ditches. 

17 For thus saith the LoBD, Ye 
shall not see wind, neither shall ye 
see rain ; yet that valley shall be 
filled with water, that ye may drink, 
both ye, and your cattle, and your 



18 And this is but a light thing in 
the eyes of the Lord ; he will also 
deliver the Moabites into your hand. 

19 And it came to pass in the 
morning, when the meal offering was 
offered up, that, behold, there came 
water by the way of Edom, and the 
country was filled with water. 

20 And when all the Moabites heard 
that the kings were come up to fight 
against them, they called together all 
that were able to wear a belt, and 
upward ; and they stood at the boun- 
dary. 

21 And they rose up early in the 
morning, and the sun shone upon the 
water, and tihe Moabites who were 
within sight saw the waters as red as 
blood. 

22 And they said, This is blood. 
The kings are surely slain, and they 
have smitten one another. Now 
theref (H!e, Moabites, to the spoil 

23 And when they came to the 
camp of Israel, the Israelites rose up 
and smote the Moabites, so that they 
fled before them. And they went 
forward there smiting the Moabites. 



24 And they beat down Uie cities, 
and om every good piece of land oast 
every man his atone, and filled it ; and 
they stopped all the wells of water, 
and felled all iiiB good trees ; until 
in Kir-hareseth they left only the 
stones thereof. . Howbeit the sUngers 
went about it and smote it. 

25 And when the king of Moab saw 
that the battle was too sore for him, 
he tock with him seven hundred men 
that drew swords, to break throo^ 
unto the king of fidom; but tb^ 
could not. 

26 But he took his eldest son tihat 
should have reigned in hb stead, and 
offered him up for a burnt oflferiiig 
upon the waU. And there oaxne 
great indignation over Israel And 
they departed from him, and returned 
to their own land. 

CHAPTER IV. 

^OW THEBB OBIED a certain woman 
of the wives of the sons of the 
prophets ^nto Elisha, saying, Tl^ 
servant my husband is dead; and 
thou knowest that thy servant did fear 
the LoBD. And the creditor is Qotae 
to take uoto him my two sons to be 
bond-servants. 

2 And Elbha said to her, What 
shall I do for thee? Tell me, what 
hast thou in the house? And die 
said. Thy handmaid hath not any- 
thing in the house, save a pot of oil. 

3 Then he said. Go, borrow far 
thyself vessels abroad of all thy 
neighbours, even empty vessels. Let 
them not be few. 

4 And when thou art come in, thoa 
shalt shut the door upon thee and 
upon thy sons, and shalt pour oat 
into all those vessels, and thou shalt 
set aside that which is full« 
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5 So she went fr<»n him, and shut 
the door upon her and upon her sons, 
who carried to her while she poured 
out 

6 And it came to pass when the 
vessels were full, that she said to her 
son, Bring me yet a vessel. And he 
said to her, There is not a vessel 
more. And the oil stayed. 

7 Then she eame and told ihe man 
of God. And he said. Go sell the 
cSL, and pay thy del^, and live thou 
and thiy children on the rett 

8 And it pell on a day, that 
Blisha passed to Shunem, where was 
a- great woman ; and she constrained 
him to eat bread. And soitwas^ 
tliat as oft as he passed by, he turned 
in thither to eat bread. 

9 And she said to h^^r husband, Be- 
hold now, I perceive that this is a 
holy man of God, who passeth by us 
continually. 

10 Let us make a little chamber, I 
I»ray thee, on the wall ; and let us 
set for him^there a bed, and a table, 
and a chair, and a lamp-stand. And 
k may be, when he cometh to us, that 
he will turn in thither. 

J.1 And it fell on a day, that he 
oame thither, and he turned into the 
<diamber, and lay there. 

12 And he said to Gehasd his serv- 
ant, Gall this Shunemite. And when 
he had called her, she stood before 
him. 

13 And he said to him. Say now to 
her, Behold, thou hast been over 
oareful for us with all this care; 
what is to be done for thee? Wouldest 
thoa be spoken for to the king, or to 
the captain of the host? And she 
answered, I dwdl among mine own 
people* 

14 And he said^ What then is to be 



done for her ? And Gehaid answered. 
Verily she hatii no child, and her 
husband is old. 

15 And he said, Call her. And 
when he had called her, she stood in 
the doorway. 

16 And he said, About the set 
season, according to the time of life, 
thou shalt embrace a son. And she 
said, Nay, my lord, thou man of God, 
do not lie unto thy handmaid. 

1 7 And the woman bare a son at 
the set season that Elisha had said 
unto her according to the time of life. 

18 And when the child was grown, 
it fell on a day, that he went out to 
his father to the reapers, 

19 ^nd he said to his father. My 
head, my head. And he said to a 
lad, Carry him to his mother. 

20 And when he had taken him,, 
and brought him to his mother, he sat 
on her knees till noon, and then died* 

21 And she went up, and laid him 
on the bed of the man of God, and 
shut the door upon him, and went out. 

22 And she oalhd to her husband, 
and said, Send to me, I pray thee, 
one of the young men, and one of 
the asses, that I may run to the man 
of God, and come again. 

23 And he said. Wherefore wilt 
thou go to him to day ? It is neither 
New^moon nor Sabbath. And she 
said, It shall be well. 

24 Then she saddled an ass, and 
said io her servant, Drive, and go 
forward ; slack not thy riding for me, 
except I bid thee. 

25 So she went and came to the 
man of God at mount Carmel. And 
it came to pass, when the man of God 
saw her afar off, that he said to^Ge- 
hazi his servant, Behold that is the 

Shunemite. Digitized by LjOOg Ic 
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24 Run, now, I pray thee, to meet 
her, and say to her, Is it well with 
thee ? Is it well with thy hushand ? 
Is it well with the child ? And she 
4inswered, It is well. 

27 And when she came to the man 
of God to the mountain, she caught him 
by his feet But Gehazi came near to 
thrust her away. And the man of God 
faid, Let her alone ; for her soul is 
Texed within her. And the Lord 
faath hidden it from me, and hath not 
told me. 

28 Then ^e said, Did I ask a son 
•of my lord ? Did I not say, Do not 
deceive me ? 

29 Then he said to Gehazi, Gird 
»up thy loins, and take my stiff in 
thy hand, and go thy way. If thou 
meet, any man, salute him not ; and 
if any salute thee, answer him not 
again. And lay my staff upon the 
face of the child. 

30 And the mother of the child 
said, As the Lord liveth, and as thy 
soul liveth, I will not leave thee. 
Ajid he arose and followed her. 

31 And Gehazi passed on before 
them, and laid the staff upon the 
iace of the child ; but there was 
neither voice nor attention. There- 
fore he returned to meet him, and 
told him, saying, The child is not 
.awaked. 

32 And when EHsha was come into 
the house, behold, the child was 
dead, and laid upon his bed. 

33 He went in therefore, and shut 
the door upon them twain, and prayed 
to the Lord. 

34 And he went up, and lay upon 
the child, and put his mouth upon his 
mouth, and h^ eyes upoti his eyes, 
and his hands upon his hands. And 
lie stretched himself upon him ; and 



the flesh of the ehild waxed 
warm. 

35 Then he returned, and walked 
in the house to and fro ; and went 
up, and stretdlied hisMelf upon him ; 
and the child sneezed seven times, 
and the child opened his eyes. 

36 And he called Gehazi, and said. 
Call this Shunemite. So he called 
her. And when she was come in unto 
him, he said. Take up ihy son. 

37 Then she went in, and fell at his 
feet, and bowed herself to the ground, 
and took up her son and went out. 

38 And elibha came again to 
Gilgal : and there was a famine in 
the land ; and the sons of the pro* 
phets were sitting before him. And 
he said to his servant, Set on tiie 
great pot, and boil pottage for the 
sons of the prophets. 

39 And one weirt out into the field 
to gather herbs, and found a wild 
vine, and gathered thereof wild gourds 
his lap full ; and he came and oat 
them up into the pot of pottage. For 
they knew them not. 

40 So they poured out for the men 
to eat. And it came to pass, as they 
were eating of the pottage, that they 
cried oirt, and said, O thou man of 
God, there is death in the pot. And 
they could not eat thereof. 

41 But he said, Then bring meiL 
And he cast it into the pot ; and he 
said, Pour out for the people, that 
they may eat. And there was noth- 
ing evil in the pot. 

42 And there came a man from 
Baal-shaHsha, and brotij^t to tho 
man of God bread of the first trvM, 
twenty loaved of batley< andf ripe eanr 
of com in his bag. And he said, 
Give to the people that they may eat. 

43 And his serving man sa^d. What? 
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Should I set this before a hundred 
Bi€)ii? He said again, Give to the 
pe<^le, that they may eat ; for thos 
sai^ die LoBD, They shali eat, and 
shall have to spare. 

44 So he set it before them, and 
they did eat, and had to spare ae- 
cordiag to the word of the LoiO). 

CHAPTER V. 

J^OW Naaman, captain of the ho^ 
of the king of Syria^ was a great 
man with his lord, and honourable, 
because by him God had given de- 
liverance to Syria. But this warrior 
of valour was a leper. 

2 And the Syrians had gone out in 
troops, and had brought away captive 
out of the land of Israel a little maid; 
and she waited on Naaman's wife. 

3 And she said to her mistress, I 
wish that my master were with the 
prophet that is in Samaria ; for he 
would recover him of his leprosy. 

4 And Naaman went in and told his 
lord, saying. Thus and thus said the 
maid that is of the land of Israel. 

5 And the king of Syria said, Go 
to, go, and I will send a letter to the 
king of Israel. And he departed 
and took with him ten Kikars [or 
hundred weights] of silver, and six 
thousand pieces of gold, and ten 
changes of raiment. 

6 And he brought to the king of Is- 
rael the letter, which said, Now when 
^im letter is come to thee, behold, I 
have herewith seat Naaman my serv- 
ant to thee, that thou mayest recover 
hun of his leprosy. 

7 And it came to pass when the 
king of Israel had read the letter 
that he rent his clothes and said, Am 
FGod, to kiU and to make alive, that 
iJus one doth send to me to recover a 



man of his leprosy ? Ther^<flre coU" 
sider, I pray you, and see how he 
seeketh a quarrel against me. 

8 And it was so, when Elidia the 
man of God had heard that the king 
of Israel had rent his clothes, that 
he sent to the king, saying. Where- 
fore hast thou rent thy clothes? Let 
him come to me, and he shall know 
that there is a pro{^et in Israel. 

9 So Naaman came with his horses 
and with his chariot, and stood at the 
door of the house of Elisha. 

10 And Elisha sent a messenger to 
him, saying. Go and wash in the 
Jordan seven time^ at^d thy flesh 
ahaU come again in^^^ and thou 
shalt be qlean^ 

11 But Naamaoi was wroth, and 
went away, and said. Behold, I said 
to myself, He wUl purely come out, 
and stand, and oaU on the name of 
Yahveh his God, and wave his hand 
over the place and recover the leper. 

12 Are not Amana and Pharpar, 
rivers of Damascus, better than all 
the waters 9f Israel ? May I not 
wash in themi, and be clean ? So he 
turned and went away in a rage. 

13 And his servants came i^ear, and 
spake to him, and said, My father, 
if the prophet had bid thee to do some 
great thing, wouldest thou not have 
done it? How much rather then, 
when he saith to thee. Wash, and be 
clean ? 

14 Then went he down, and dipped 
himself seven times in the Jordan, 
aooording to the saying of the man of 
God ; and his fle^ came again like 
unto the flesh of a little child, and he 
was clean. 

15 And he returned to the man of 
God, he and all his company, and 
came and stood before him. And he 
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said, Behold, now I know that there 
is no Grod in all the earth, but in Is- 
rael. Now, therefore, I pray thee, 
take a blessing [or present] from thy 
servant. 

16 But he said. As the Lord 
liveth, before whom I stand, I will 
receive none. And he urged him to 
take it ; but he refused. 

17 And Naaman said, Shall there 
not then, I pray thee, be given to thy 
servant two mules* burden of earth ? 
For thy servant will henceforth offer 
neither burnt-offering nor sacrifice 
unto other gods, but unto the LoBD. 

18 In this thing may the LoBD par- 
don thy servant, ' that when my lord 
goeth into the house of Rimmon to 
worship there, and he leaneth on my 
hand, I also bow myself in the house 
of Rimmon. When I bow down my- 
self in the house of Rimmon, may the 
Lord pardon thy servant in this 
thing. 

19 And he said to him, Qo in peace. 
So he departed from him a little way. 

20 But Oehazi the servant of EH- 
sha the man of God, said, Behold, 
my master hath spared Naaman this 
Syrian, in not receiving at his hands 
that which he brought. But as the 
Lord liveth, I will run after him, 
and take somewhat from him. 

21 So Gehazi followed after Na- 
aman. And when Naaman saw him 
running after him, he lighted down 
from the chariot to meet him, and 
said, Is all well? 

22 And he said, All is well. My 
master hath sent me, saying, Behold, 
even now there are come to. me from 
the hill country of Ephraim two young 
men of the sons of the prophets: 
gjive them, I pray thee, a Kikar of 
silver, and two changes of garments. 



23 And Naaman said, Be pleased 
to take two Kikars. Aud he pressed 
him, and bound two Kikars of silver 
in two bags, with two changes of gar- 
ments, and laid them upon two of hia 
servants ; and they bare them before 
him. 

24 And when he came to the mount, 
he took them from their hand, and be- 
stowed them in the house. And he 
sent away the men ; and they departed • 

25 But he went in, and stood before 
his master. And Elisha said to him. 
Whence comest thou, Gehazi ? And 
he said. Thy servant went no whither. 

26 And he said to him. My mind 
was not absent when the man turned 
again from his chariot to meet thee. 
Is it a time to receive silver, and to 
receive garments, and oliveyards, and 
vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, and 
men-servants, and maid-servants ? 

27 The leprosy therefore of Naaman 
shall cleave to thee, and thy descend- 
ants for ever. And he went out from 
his presence a leper as white as snow. 



CHAPTER VI. 
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THE SONS OF THE PROPHETS 

said to Elisha, Behold now, the 
place where we dwell with thee is too 
small for us. 

2 Let us go, we pray thee, to the 
Jordan, and take thence every man a 
beam, and let us make for ourselves 
a place there, where we may dwell. 
And he answered, Gto ye. 

3 And one said. Be pleased, I pray 
thee, to go with thy servants. And 
he answered, I will go. 

4 So he went with them. And when 
they came to the Jordan, they cut 
down wood. 

5 But as one was felling a beam, 
he let fall the axe head into the wa- 
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ter. And he cried, and said, Alas, 
master ! for it was borrowed. 

6 And the man of God said, Where 
feu it ? And he shewed him the place. 
And he cat* a stick, and cast it in 
thither ; and it made the iron to swim. 

T And he said, Take it up to thee. 
And he put out his hand, and took it. 

8 Then the king of Syria war- 
red against Israel, and took counsel 
with his servants, saying. In such and 
such a i^ace shall be my camp. 

9 And the man of Orod sent to the 
king of Israel, saying. Beware that 
thou pass not such a place ; for thith- 
er the Syrians are coming down. 

10 And the king of Israel sent to 
the place which the man of God had 
told him and warned him of, and took 
heed there, not once or twice. 

11 Therefore the heart of the king 
of Syria was sore troubled for this 
thing ; and he called his servants, and 
said to them, Will ye not show me 
who that belongeth to us is for the 
king of Israel ? 

12 And one of his servants said, 
None, my lord, king. ButElisha, 
the prophet that is in Israel, telleth 
ihe king of Israel the words that thou 
speakest in thy bed-chamber. 

13 And he said. Go and see where 
he is, that I may send and fetch him. 
And it was told him, saying. Behold, 
he is' in Dothan. 

14 Therefore sent he thither horses, 
and chariots, and a great host ; and 
they came by night, and encompassed 
the city about. 

15 And when the servant of the man 
of G^ was risen early, and gone 
forth, behold, a host encompassed the 
dty both with horses and chariots. 
And his servant said to him, Alas, my 
master ! how shall we do ? 



16 And he answered, Fear not ; 
for they that are with us are more than 
they that are with them. 

17 And Elisha prayed, and said, O 
LOED, I pray thee, open his eyes, 
that he may see. And the Lord 
opened the eyes of the young man ; 
and he saw. And behold, the moun- 
tain was full of horses and chariots, 
of fire round about Eli^a, 

18 And when [the Syrians] came 
down to him, Elisha prayed to God 
and said. Smite this nation, I pray^ 
thee, with blindness. And he smote- 
them with blindness according to the 
word of Elisha. 

19 Then Elisha said to them. This- 
is not the way, neither is this the city. 
Follow me, and I will bring you ta 
the man whom ye seek. But he led 
them to Samaria. 

20 And it came to pass, when they 
were come into Samaria, that Elisha 
said, Lord open the eyes of these 
men, that they may see. And God 
opened their eyes, and they saw ; and 
behold, they were in the midst of 
Samaria. 

21 And the king of Israel said to 
Elisha, when he saw them, My father, 
shall I smite them ? Shall I smite 
them? 

22 And he answered. Thou shalt 
not smite them. Wouldest thou smite 
those whom thou hast taken captive 
with thy sword and with thy bow? 
Set bread and water before them, 
that they may eat and drink, and may 
go to their master. 

23 And he prepared great provision 
for them ; and when they had eaten 
and drunk, he sent them away, and 
they went to their master. So the 
troops of Syria came no more into the 
land of Israel. 
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24 And it game to pass after this 
that Ben-hadad [the Ilnd] king of 
Syria gathered all his host, and went 
up, and besieged Samaria. 

25 And there was a great famine in 
Samaria. And behold, they besieged 
it, until an ass's head was sold for 
eighty pieces of silver, and the fourth 
part of a Cab [or three pints] of herb 
Dove's-dung for five* pieces of silver. 

26 And as the king of Israel was 
passing by upon the wall, there cried 
a woman unto him, saying. Help, my 
lord, king. 

27 And he said, If God do not help 
thee, whence shall I help thee? Out of 
tiie barnfloor, or out of the winepress? 

28 And the king said to her, What 
aileth thee ? And she answered, This 
woman said to me. Give thy son that 
we may eat him to-day, and we will 
eat jny son to-morrow. 

29 So we boiled my son, and did eat 
him. And I said to her on the 
next day. Give thy son that we 
may eat him. And she hath hid her 
son. 

30 And it came to pass when the 
king heard the words of the woaian, 
that he rent his clothes ; and he 
passed by upon the wall, and the 
people looked, and behold, he had 
sackcloth within upon his flesh. 

31 Then he said, God do so, and 
more also to me, if the head of Elisha 
the son of Shaphat shall stand on 
him this day. 

32 But Elisha sat in his house, and 
the elders sat with him. And [the 
king] sent a man from before him ; 
but ere the messenger came to him, 
he said to the elders. See ye how this 
son of a murderer hath sent to take 
away my head ? Look when the 
messenger cometh, shut the door, and 



hold him fast at the door. Is not 
the sound of his master's feet behind 
him? 

33 And while he yet talked wMl 
them, behold the mesd^iger came 
down to him. And he said. Behold, 
this evil is from God ; why should I 
tarry for the Lord any longer ? 

CHAPTER VIL 

'PHEN Elisha said, Hear ye the 
word of the Lord. Thus saith 
the Lord, To-morrow about this 
time shall a Seah [or two gallons] of 
fine flour be sold for a Shekel [or two 
shillings], and two Seahs of barley for 
a Shekel, at the city gate of Samaria. 

2 Then the chief-of three [or char- 
iot warrior], on whose hand the king 
leaned, answered the man of God, 
and said, Behold, even if the Lord 
would make windows in the heavens, 
could this thing be ? And he said, 
Behold, thou shalt see it with thine 
eyes, biit thou shalt not eat thereof. 

3 And there were four leprous men 
at the entering in of the city gate ; 
and they said one to another. Why 
sit we here until we die ? 

4 If we say, We will enter into Uie 
city, then the famine is in the city, 
and we shall die there ; and if we sit 
still here, we die also. Now there- 
fore come, and let us desert to the 
camp of the Syrians. If they save 
us alive, we shall live ; and if they 
kill us, we shall but die. 

5 And they rose up in the twilight, 
to go to the camp of the Syrians. 
And when they were come to the 
uttermost part of the camp of the 
Syrians, behold, there was no man 
there. 

6 For the Lord had made the host 
of the Syrians to hear a noise of 
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chftriots, and a noiso of horses, even 
the noise of a great host : and they 
said one to another, Lo, the king of 
Israel hath hired against ns the kings 
of the Hittites, and the kings of the 
Egyptians, to come upon as. 

7 Therefore they arose and fled in 
the twilight, and left thmr tents, and 
their horses, and their asses, even the 
camp as it was, and fled for their life. 

8 And when these lepers came to 
the uttermost part of the camp they 
went into one tent, and did eat and 
drink, and carried thence silver, and 
gold and raiment, and went and hid 
it. And they came again, and en- 
tered into another tent, and carried 
thence also, and went and hid it. 

9 Then they said one to another, 
We do not right. This day is a day 
of good tidings, and we hold our 
peace. If we tarry till the morning 
light, we shall be found guilty. 
Now therefore come that we may go 
and tell the king's household. 

10 So they came and called to the 
gate-keeper of the city. And ih^y 
told them, saying, We came to the 
Syrians, and behold, there was no 
man there, neither voice of man, but 
horses tied, asses tied, and the tents 
as they were. 

11 And he called the gate-keepers : 
and they told it to the king's house 
within. 

12 And the king arose in the night, 
and said to his servants, Let me now 
show you what the Syrians have done 
to us. They know that we suffer 
hunger ; therefore are they gone out 
of the camp to hide themselves in the 
field, saying. When they come out of 
the city, we shall catch them alive, 
and get into the city. 

13 And one of his servants an- 



swered and said. Let some take, I 
pray thee, five of the horses that re* 
main, which are left here,^ (behold, 
they that are consumed are as all 
the multitude of the Iffl*aelites,) and 
let us send and see. 

14 They took therefore two chariots 
with horses; and the king sent aftor 
the host of the Syrians, saying, Go 
and see. 

16 And they went after them unto 
the Jordan. And lo, all the way was 
full of garments and vessels, which 
the Syrians had cast away in their 
hasty flight. And the messengers re- 
turned; and told the king. 

16 And the people went out, and 
plundered the camp of the Syrians. 
So a Seah of fine flour was sold for a 
Shekel, and two Seats of barley for 
a Shekel, according to the word oi 
the LoBD. 

17 And the king appointed the 
chief-of- three on whose hand he 
leaned to have the charge of the city 
gate. But the people trod upon him in 
the city gate, and he died, as the 
man of God had said, who spake when 
the king came down to hiio. 

CHAPTER Vm. 

'pHEN spake Elisha to the woman, 
whose son he had restored to life, 
saying, Arise^ and go thou and thy 
household, and sojourn wheresoever 
thou canst sojourn ; for the Lord 
hath called for a famine ; and it will 
also come upon the land seven years. 

2 And the woman arose, and did after 
the saying of the man of God ; and 
she went with the household, and so- 
journed in the land of the Philistines 
for seven years. 

3 And it came to pass, at the seven 
years' end, that the woman returned 
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out of the land of the Philistines. 
And she went forth to cry to the king 
for her house and for her field. 

4 And the king talked with Gehazi 
the servant of the man of Q-od, say- 
ing, Recount to me, I pray thee, all 
the great things that Elisha hath done. 

5 And it came to pass, as he was 
recounting to the king how he had 
restored a dead body to life, that, be- 
hold, the woman, whose son he had 
restored to life, cried to the king for 
her house and for her field. And 
Gehazi said, My lord, king, this is 
the woman, and this is her son, whom 
Elisha restored to life. 

6 And when the king asked the 
woman, she recounted it to him. So 
the king appointed unto her a certain 
•chamberlain, saying, Restore all that 
was hers, and all the increase of the 
field since the day that she left the 
land, even until now. 

7 And Elisha came to Damascus. 
And Ben-hadad the king of Syria was 
sick. And it was told him, sajdng, 
A man of God is come hither. 

8 And the king said to Hazael, 
Take a present in thy hand, and go, 
meet the man of God, and inquire of 
the Lord by him, saying. Shall I re- 
<30ver from this sickness ? 

9 So Hazael went to meet him, and 
took a present in his hand, even of 
every good thing of Damascus, forty 
camels' burden, and came and stood 
before him, and said. Thy son Ben- 
hadad king of Syria hath sent me to 
thee, saying, Shall I recover from 
this sickness ? 

10 And Elisha said to him. Go, say 
to him, Thou shalt certainly recover. 
Howbeit the Lord hath shewed me 
that he shall certainly die. 

11 And he set his countenance and 



settled it, and he was ashamed* And 
the man of Gtod wept. 

12 And Hazael said, Why weepetili 
my lord ? And he answered, Be- 
cause I know the evil that thou wilt 
do unto the children of Israel. Their 
strongholds wilt thou set on fire, and 
their young mon wilt thou slay with 
the sword, and wilt dash to pieces 
their babes. 

13 And Hazael said. But what is 
thy servant the dog, that he should 
do this great thing ? And Elisha 
answered, the Lord hath shewed me 
that thou wilt be king over Syria. 

14 So he departed from Elisha, and 
came to his lord ; who said to huu, 
What Slid Elisha to thee? And he 
answered. He told me that thba 
shouldst certainly recover. 

15 And it came to pass on the mor- 
row, that [Hazael] took a thick cloth, 
and dipped it in water, and spread it 
on his face, so that he died ; and 
Hazael reigned in his stead. 



16 And in the fifth year of Joram 
the son of Ahab king of Israel [B. 
C. 868], while Jehoshaphat was yet 
king of Judah, Jbhoram the son of 
Jehoshaphat king of Judah began to 
reign. 

17 Thirty and two years old was he 
when he began to reign; and he 
reigned eight years in Jerusalem. 

18 And he walked in the way of the 
kings of Israel, as did the house of 
Ahab ; for the daughter of Ahab was 
his wife, and he did evil in the sight 
of the Lord. 

19 Yet the Lord would not de- 
stroy Judah for David his servant's 
sake, as he promised him to give to 
him always a lamp for his children. 

20 In his days Edom revolted from 
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under the hand of Judah, and made 
a king over themselves. 

21 So Jehoram went over to Zair, 
and all the chariots with him. And 
he rose by night, and smote the Edom- 
ites, who encompassed him aboat 
and the captains of the chariots. But 
the people fled to their tents. 

22 And Edom revolted from under 
the hand of Judah unto this day. 
Then Libnah revolted at the same 
time. 

23 And the rest of the acts of Je- 
horam, and all that he did, are they 
not written in the Book of the Chroni- 
cles of the kings of Judah ? 

24 And Jehoram slept with his 
fathers, and was buried with his 
fathers in the city of David. And 
Ahaziah his son reigned in his stead. 

25 In the twelfth year of Joram the 
son of Ahab king of Israel [B. C. 
849] did Ahaziah the son of Jehoram 
king of Judah begin to reign. 

26 Two and twenty years old was 
Ahaziah when he began to reign ; and 
he reigned one year in Jerusalem. 
And his mother's name was Athaliah, 
the [grand] daughter of Omri king of 
Israel. 

27 And he walked in the way 
of the house of Ahab, and did 
evil in the sight of God, as did the 
house of Ahab, for he was a son in 
law of the house of Ahab. 

28 And he went with Joram the 
son of Ahab to the war against Hazael 
king of Syria at Bamoth in Gilead. 
And the Syrians wounded Joram. 

29 And king Joram went back to 
be healed in Jezreel of the wounds 
which the Syrians had given him at 
Bamoth, when he fought against 
Hazael king of Syria. And Ahaziah 
the son of Jehoram king of Judah 



went down to see Joram the son of 
Ahab in Jezreel, because he was sick. 

CHAPTER IX. 

^ND Elisha the prophet called one 
of the sons of the prophets, and 
said to him, Gird up thy loins and 
take this vial of oil in thy hand, and 
go to Bamoth in Gilead. 

2 And when thou comest thither, 
look out there for Jehu the son of 
Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshl ; and 
go in, and make him arise up from 
among his brethren, and bring him to 
an inner chamber. 

3 Then take the vial of oil, and put 
it on his head, and say, Thu3 saith 
the Eternal, I have anointed thee to 
be king over Israel. Then open the 
door, and flee, and tarry not. 

4 So the young man, the minister of 
the prophet, went to Bamoth in Gilead. 
And when he came, behold, the 
captains of the host were sitting ; and 
he said, I have an errand to thee, 
captain. And Jehu said, Unto which 
of us all ? And he said, To thee, 
captain, 

5 And he arose, and went into the 
house. And he poured the oil on his 
head, and said to him, Thus saith the 
Eternal the God of Israel, I have 
anointed thee to be king over the peo- 
ple of the Lord, even over Israel. 

6 And thou shalt smite the house of 
Ahab thy master, that I may avenge 
the blcM)d of my servants the prophets, 
and the blood of all the servants of 
the Lord, upon Jezebel. And he 
opened the door, and fled. 

7 Then Jehu came forth to the serv- 
ants of his lord. And one said to 
him. Is all well ? Wherefore came 
this madman to thee? And he said 
to them. Ye know the man and his 
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talk. And they said. It is false ; tell 
us now. And he said, Thosand thus 
spake he to me, saying, Thos saith 
the Lord, I have anointed thee to \}e 
king over Israel. 

8 Then they hastened, and took 
every man hb garment, and put it 
under him on the steps of the stairs, 
and blew with the trumpets, saying, 
Jehu is king. 

9 So Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat 
the son of Nimshi conspired against 
Joram. (Now Joram had kept watoh 
in Ramoth in Oilead, he and all Is- 
rael, because of Hazael king of Syria. 
But king Joram was returned to 
be healed in Jezreel of the wounds 
which the Syrians had given him, 
when he fought with Hazael king of 
Syria.) And Jehu said, If it be your 
minds, then let none escape to go 
forth out of the city to go to tell it in 
Jezreel. 

10 So Jehu rode, and went to Jez- 
reel; for Joram lay there. And 
Ahaziah king of Judah was come 
down to see Joram. 

11 And there stood a watchman on 
the tower in Jezreel, and he saw the 
company of Jehu as he came, and 
said, I see a company. And Joram 
said, Take a horseman, and send to 
meet them, and let him say, Is it 
peace? 

12 So there went one on horseback 
to meet him, and said, Thus saith the 
king, Is it peace ? And Jehu said, 
What hast thou to do with peace ? 
Turn thee behind me. And the 
watchman told, saying, The messen- 
ger came to them, but he cometh not 
again. 

13 Then he sent out a second on 
horseback, who came to them, and 
said. Thus saith the king. Is it peace? 



And Jehu answered, What hast ^bon 
to do with peace ? Turn thee be- 
hind me. 

14 And the watchman told, saying. 
He came even unto them, andcometli 
not again. And the driving is fike 
the driving of Jehu the son of Niiir 
shi ; for he driveth furiously. 

15 And Joram said, Make realy. 
And his chariot was made rea^. 
And Joram king of Israel and Ahszi- 
ah king of Judah went out agaiist 
Jehu, and met him in the field of 
Naboth the Jezreelite. 

16 And it came to pass, when Jo- 
ram saw Jehu, that he said, I& it 
peace Jehu? And he answered. 
Why should it be peace, while the 
vices of thy mother Jezebel and het 
witchcrafts are so many ? 

17 And Joram turned his hands 
and fled, and said to Ahaziah, There 
is treachery, Ahaziah. 

18 And Jehu drew a bow with his 
fall strength, and smote Joram be- 
tween his arms ; and the arrow went 
out at his heart, and he sunk down itt 
his chariot 

19 Then said [Jehu] to Bidkar, a 
chief-of-three [or chariot-warrior]. 
Take him up, and cast him into ihe 
portion of the field of Naboth th^ 
Jezreelite. For remember how that, 
when I and thou rode together after 
Ahab his father, the Lord laid tfafa 
burden upon him [saying], 

20 Surely I have seen in time past 
the blood of Naboth, and the blood 
of his sons, the Lord hath said it 
And I will requite thee in this paroel 
of ground, the LORD hath said it 
Now therefore take and cast him into 
the parcel of ground according to the 
word of God. 

21 But when Ahaziah the king of 
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Judah saw this, he fled by the way 
^ the garden house. A.nd Jehu fol- 
lowed after him, and said, Smite him 
al9o in the chariot. It was at the 
bUl-road to Gar, which is by Ibleam. 
And he fled to Megiddo, and died 
tbere. 

22 And his servants carried him in 
a diariot to Jerusalem, and buried 
him in the burial-place with his fathers 
in the city of David. 

23 And Ahaziah reigned over Ju- 
dah in the eleventh year of Joram the 
son of Ahab [B. 0. 862]. 

24 And when Jehu was come to 
«FeJ5reel, Jezebel heard of it ; and she 
painted her eyes, and dressed her 
head, and looked out at a window, 

25 And as Jehu entered in at the 
city gate, she said. Had Zimri peace, 
who slew his master? 

26 And he lifted up his face to the 
window, and said. Who is on my side? 
Who ? And there looked out to him 
t#o or three chamberlains. 

2^7 And he said. Throw her down. 
So they threw her down. And she 
died. 

CHAPTER X. 

A ND Jehu slew all that remained of 
i^e house of Ahab m Jezreel, 
and all his great men and his com- 
^nions, and his priests, until he left 
of him none remaining. 

2 And he arose and departed, and 
came to Samaria. And as he was at 
a Clearing house of shepherds on the 
way, Jehu met with the brethren of 
Aha^siah king of Judah, and said. 
Who are ye? And they answered. 
We are the brethren of Ahaziah; 
and we go down to salute the children 
of the king and the children of the 
queen. 



3 And he said, Take them alive. 
And they took them alive, and View 
them at the pit of the shearing house^ 
even two and forty men ; neither left 
he a man of them. 

4 And when he was departed thence, 
he found Jehonadab a son of Rechab 
coming to meet him. And he blessed 
him, and said to him, Is thy heart 
right, as my heart is with thy heart ? 
And Jehonadab answered, It is. If 
it be, give me thy hand. And he 
gave him his hand ; and took him up 
to him into the chariot. 

5 And he said, Come with me, and 
see my zeal for the LORD. So they 
made him ride in his chariot. 

6 And when he came to Samaria, 
he slew all that remained unto Ahab 
in Samaria, till he had destroyed him, 
according to the saying of God, which 
he spake to Elijah. 

7 [And Jehu utterly destroyed Baal 
out of Israel, and slew all the priesta 
of Baal.] And he brought forth 
the images out of the hotise of Baal^ 
and burned them. And he brako 
down the image of Baal, and brake- 
down the house of Baal, and made it 
a draught house unto this day. 

8 Howbeit from the sins of Jero* 
boam the son of Nebat, who made Is- 
rael to sin, Jehu departed not from 
after them, to wit, i^e golden calvea 
that were in Beth-el, and that wero 
in Dan. 

9 And the Lord said to Jehu,^ 
Because thou hast done well in ex- 
ecuting what is right in mine eyes, 
and hast done to the house of Ahab 
according to all that was in my hearty 
thy children of the fourth genera- 
tion shall sit on the throne of Israel. 

10 But Jehu took no heed to walk 
in the way of the Eternal the God of 
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Israel with all his heart; for he de- 
pavted not from the sins of Jeroboam, 
who made Israel to sin. 

11 In those days the LoiO) began 
to cut Israel short ; and Hazael smote 
them in all the boundaries of Israel ; 

12 From the Jordan towards the 
rising of the sun, all the land of 
Gilead, the G-adites, and the Reuben- 
ites, and the Manassites, from Aroer, 
which is by the river Arnon; even 
Gilead and Bashan. 

13 Now the rest of the acts of Je- 
hu, and all that he did, and all his 
might, are they not written in the 
Book of the Chronicles of the kings 
of Israel ? 

14 And Jehu slept with his fathers. 
And they buried him in Samaria. 
And Jehoahaz his son reigned in his 
fitead. And the days that Jehu reigned 
over Israel in Samaria were twenty 
and eight years. 

CHAPTER XL 

A ND when Athatjah themotiier of 
Ahaziah saw that her son was 
dead, sha arose and destroyed all the 
royal descendents. 

2 But Jehosheba, the daughter of 
king Jehoram, sister of Ahaziah, Uxk 
Joash the son of Ahaziah, and stole 
him from among the king's sons who 
were slain. And they hid him, even 
him and his nurse, in the bedchamber 
from Athaliah, so that he was not slain. 

3 And he was with her hidden in 
the House of God for six years. And 
Athaliah did reign over the land. 

4 And on the seventh year [B. C. 
843] Jehoiada sent and fetched the 
captains over hundreds, with the axe- 
bearers and the runners, and brought 
them to him into the house of the 
LoBD, and made covenant with them, 



and took an oath from them in the 
House of the Lord, and shewed ihem 
the king's son. 

5 And he commanded th3m, saying. 
This is the thing that ye shall do. Of 
you that come in on the sabbath, a 
third part shall be keepers of the 
watch of the king's house ; 

6 And a third part shall be at the 
Gate of Turning ; and a tiiird part 
at the gate behind the runners. So 
shall ye keep the watch of the House 
against a carrying ofL 

7 And of all you that go out on the 
sabbath, two parts shall keep the 
watch of the House of the LoBP 
about the king. 

8 And ye shall encompass the king 
round about, ever^ man with his 
weapons in his hand; and he Uuit 
Cometh unto the ranks, let him be 
slain. And be ye with the king as 
he goeth out and as he cometh in. 

9 And the captains over the hun- 
dreds did according to all things that 
Jehoiada the Priest commanded. Aad 
they took every man his men that were 
to come in on the sabbath, and came 
to Jehoiada the Priest. 

10 And to the captains over hundreds 
did the Priest give king Da^'s 
spears and shields, that were in the 
House of the Lord. 

11 And the runners stood every maxk 
with his weapons in his hand round 
about the kmg, from the right front 
corner of the House to the left corner 
of the House, against the Altar and 
against the House. 

12 And he brought forth the king's 
son, and put the crown upon him, and 
the Testimonials., and they made him 
king, and anointed him. And they 
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13 And when Athaliah heard the 
noise of ike Fua&ers and of th<) peo- 
ple, she came to the people inte the 
House of the Lord. 

14 And when she looked, behold, 
the king stood upon the i^Uar, as was 
the custom, and the captains and the 
trampeters by the king, and all the 
people of the land rejoiced, and blew 
the trumpets. And Athaliah rent 
her clothes and cried, Treason, trea- 
son. 

15 But Jehoiada the Priest com- 
manded the captains of hundreds, the 
officers of the host, and said to them, 
Lead her forth within the ranks; 
and let him that followeth her be 
slain with the sword. For the Priest 
had said. Let her not be slain in the 
House of the Lord. 

16 And they laid hands on her ; and 
she went by the way by which the 
horses came into the king's house ; 
and there was she slain. 

17 And Jehoiada made a covenant 
be^een the Lord and the king and 
the people, that they should be the 
LoiU>'s people ; between the king 
also and the people. 

18 And all the people of the land 
went into the house of Baal, and 
brake it down: his altars and his 
images brake they in pieces thorough- 
ly, and slew Mattan the priest of 
Baal before the altars. And the 
Priest appointed to the offices in the 
House of the Lord. 

19 And he took the detains over 
hundreds, and the axe-bearers, and 
the runners, and all the people of the 
Und ; and they brought down the king 
from the House of the Lord, and came 
by the way of the gate of the runners 
to the king's house. And he sat on the 
throne of the kings. 



20 And all the people of the land 
rejoiced, and the city was in quiet ; 
and they slew Athaliah with the 
sword at the king's house. 

21 Seven years old was Jehoash 
when he began to reign. 



CHAPTER XIL 



IN 



the seventh year of Jehu [B. G. 

843] JoASH began to reign; 
and forty years reigned he in Jerusa- 
lem. And his mother's name was 
Zibis^ of Beer-sheba. 

2 And Joash did what was right 
in the sight of the Lord all his days 
wherein Jehoiada the Priest instruct- 
ed him. 

3 But the High Places were not 
taken away ; and the people still sacri- 
ficed and burnt incense on the High 
Places. 

4 And Joash said to the priests, 
All the money of the holy things that 
is brought into the House of the Lord, 
the current money of every one, the 
head-money of his taxation, and all 
the money that cometh into any man's 
heart to bring into the house of the 
Lord, 

5 Let the priests take it to them- 
selves, every man from his friend; 
and let them repair the breaches of 
the House, wheresoever any breach 
shall be found. 

6 But it was so, that in the three 
and twenthieth year of king Joash 
the imests had not repaired the 
breaches of the House. 

7 Then king Joash called for 
Jehoiada the Priest, and the other 
priests, and said to them. Why re- 
pair ye not the breaches of the 
House? Now therefore receive no 
more money from your fiiends, but 
deliver it for the breaches of the House. 
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8 And the priests eonsented to re- 
ceive DO more money from the people 
neither to be the repairers of the 
breaches of the House. 

9 But Jehoiada the Priest took a 
chest, and b(Mred a hole in the lid of 
it, and set it near the altar, on the 
right hand as one oometh into the 
House of the Lobd. And the priests 
that kept the door pnt therein all the 
money "rtiat was brought into the 

' House of the Lobd. 

10 And it was so, when they saw 
that there was much money in the 
chest, that the king's scribe and the 
high ]»iest came up, and they put it 
up in bags, and counted the money 
that was found in the House of the 
Lord. 

11 And they gave the money, when 
weighed, into the hands of them that 
did the work, that had the oversight 
of the House of the Lord ; and they 
brought it forth to the carpenters and 
builders, that worked upon the House 
of God, 

12 And to the masons, and hewers 
of stone, and to buy timber and 
stone, and to repair the breaches 
of the House of Gtod, and for all that 
was laid out for the House to repair 
it. 

13 However, there were not made 
for the House of God bowls of silver, 
snuffers, sprinkling buckets, trumpets, 
any vessels of gold, or vessels of silver, 
of the money that was brought into 
the House of Gtod, 

14 But they gave that to the work- 
men, and repaired therewith the 
House of God. 

15 Moreover they reckoned not with 
the men into whose hand they de- 
livered the money to be given to the 
workmen ; for they dealt faithfully. I 



16 The gmlt-offering money and 
sin-offering money was not hron^ in- 
to the House of God; it was t^ 
inriests. 

17 Then Hazael king of Syria went 
up, and fought against Gath, amd 
took it And Hasael set his faee id 
go up to Jerusalem. 

18 And Joash king of Judah 
took all the holy things that Jebo- 
shaphat, and Jehoram, and Ahazlak, 
his fathers, kings of Judah, had 
made holy, and his own holy things, 
and all the gold that was found m 
the treasures of the House of the 
Lord, and in the king's house, and 
sent it to Hazael king of Syria. And 
he went away from Jerusalem. 

19 And the rest of the acts of Jo- 
ash, and all that he dH, are they 
not written in the Book of tiie Chroai- 
oles of the kings of Judah ? 

20 And his servants arose, and 
made a conspiracy, and slew Joa^ at 
Beth-Millo [or the castle], at the go- 
ing down to Silla. 

21 For Jozachar the son of Shime- 
ath, and Jehozabad the son of Shomer, 
his servants, smote him, and he died. 
And they buried him with his fathers 
in the city of David ; and Amaoah 
his son reigned in his stead. 



CHAPTER Xra. 



IN 



the three and twentieth year ei 
Joai^ the son of Ahaziah king of 
Judah [B. C. 821] Jehoahaz the 
son of Jehu began to reign for seven- 
teen years over Israel in Samaria. 

2 And he did ev 1 in the aght of 
Q^, and followed the sins of Jerobo- 
am the son of Nebat, who made Is- 
ra^-l to sin ; he departed not there- 

^oT' :. ^Digitized by L^OOQle 
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kindled against Israel, and he de- 
liyered them into the hand of Hazael 
kiog of Syria all his days. 

4 For there were left no people to Je- 
hoahaz save only fifty horsemen, and 
ten chariots, and ten thousand men 
on foot ; for the kiag of Syria had 
destroyed them, and had made them 
like the dust to be trampled od. 

5 Now the rest of t^e acts of Je- 
hoahaz, and all that he did, and his 
might, are they not written in the 
Book of the Chronicles of the kings 
of Israel? 

.6 And Jdioahaz slept with his 
fathers ; and th^ buried him in Sa- 
maria ; and Jehoash his son reigned 
in his stead, 

I In the thirty and seventh year oi 
Joash king of Judah [B. C. 807] be- 
gan Jbhoash the son of Jehoahaz to 
reign over Israel in Samaria, for six- 
teen years. 

8 Now Elisha was fallen sick of his 
sickness whereof he died. And 
Jehoash the king of Israel came 
down to him, and wept over his face, 
and said, my father, my father, 
the chariot of Israel, and the horse- 
men thereof. 

9 And Elisha said to him, Take a 
bow and arrows. And he took to him 
a bow and arrows. 

10 And he said to the king of Is- 
rael, Put thy hand upon the bow. 
And he put his hand upon it. And 
Elisha put his hands upon the king'? 
hands. 

II And he said. Open the windows 
eastward. And he opened it. Then 
Elisha said, Shoot. And he shot. 
And he said. The arrow of God's 
deliverance, and the arrow of deliver- 
ance from Syria. For thou shalt 



smite the Syrians in Aphek, till thou 
have consumed them. 

12 And he said. Take the arrows. 
And he took them. And he said to 
the king of Israel, Smite upon the 
ground. And he sm<He thrice, and 
stayed. 

13 And the man of God was wroth 
with him, and said, On smiting five 
or six times, then hadst thou smitten 
Syria till thou hadst consumed it. 
Whereas now thou shalt smite 
Syria but thrice. And Elisha died, and 
they buried him. 

(14 And the bands of the Moab- 
ites invaded the land at the coming 
in of the year. And it came to pass, 
as they were burying a man, that be- 
hold, they spied a band of men ; and 
they cast the man into the sepulchre 
of Elisha. And when he was let down, 
and touched the bones of Elisha, 
he came to life, and stood upon his 
feet.) 

15 Now Hazael king of Syria hftd 
oppressed Israel all the days of Jehoa- 
haz. And Jehoash besought the face 
of the Lord, and God hearkened to 
him ; for he saw the oppression of Is- 
rael, because the king of Syria op- 
pressed them.* 

16 And the Lobd was gracious to 
them, and had compassion on them, 
and turned to them, because of his 
covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, and would no6 destroy them, 
neith^ cast he them from his pres- 
ence as yet. 

17 And Hazael king of Syria died ; 
and his son Ben-hadad [the Illrd.] 
reigned in his stead. 

18 And Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz 
returned and took out of the hand of 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 
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Ben-hadad the son of Hazael the ci- 
ties, which he had taken out of the 
hand of Jehoahaz his father by war. 
Three times did Jehoash beat him, 
and recover the cities of Israel 

19 So the Lord gave to Israel a 
savioor ; so that they went out from 
under the hand of the Syrians. And 
the children of Israel dwelt in their 
tents as aforetime. 

20 Nevertheless they departed not 
from the sins of the house of Jerobo- 
am, who made Israel to sin, but 
walked therein ; and there remained 
the image of A^era also in Samaria.^ 



CHAPTER XIV. 



IN 



the second year of Jehoash son of 
Jehoahaz Idng of Israel [B. C. 
806] reigned Amaziah the son of 
Joash king of Judah. 

2 He was twenty and five years old 
when he began to reign, and he reign- 
ed twenty and nine years in Jerusa- 
lem. And his mother's name was 
Jehoaddan of Jerusalem. 

3 And he did what was right in the 
sight of God, yet not like David his 
father. He did according to all 
things as Joash his father did. 

4 However the High Places were 
not taken away. As yet the people 
sacrificed and burnt incense on High 
Places. 

5 And it came to pass, as soon as 
the kingdom was con&rmed in his 
hand, that he slew his servants who 
had slain the king his father. 

6 But the children of the murderers 
he did not put to death ; according to 
that which is written in the Book of 
the Law of Moses [Deut. xviv. 16], 
wherein the Lord commanded, say- 



» Transposed from Ch. xm., V. 5-6, 



ing, The feathers shaU not be piU to 
death for the children, nor the chfSL-' 
dren put to death for the fcUhers; 
but every man shall be put to dea^ 
for his own sin. 

7 He smote in the Valley of Salt 
ten thousand Edomites, and took 
Sela [or Petra] by war, and called the 
name of it Joktheel [or captured by 
God] unto this day. 

8 Then Amaziah sent messengers to 
Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz the son 
of Jehu, king of Israel, saying, Come, 
let us look one another in the face. 

9 And Jehoash the king of Israel 
sent to Amaziah king of Judah, say- 
ing. The thistle that was on Lebanon 
sent to the cedar that was on Leba- 
non, saying, Give thy daughter to my 
son to wife. But th^re passed by a 
wild beast that was on Lebanon, and 
trod down the thistle. 

10 Thou hast indeed smitten Edom, 
and thy heart hath lifted thee up. 
Glory thou at this, and tarry at home. 
For why wouldest thou rush intotrou- 
ble, that thou shouldest faU, even 
thou, and Judah with thee ? 

11 But Amaziah would not hear. 
Therefore Jehoash king of Israel went 
up ; and he and Amaziah king of Ju- 
dah looked one another in the face 
at Beth-^emesh, which belongeth to 
Judah. 

12 And Judah was smitten before 
Israel ; and they fled every man to 
their tents. 

13 And Jehoash king of Israel to<^ 
Amaziah king of Judah, the son of 
Joash the son of Ahaziah, at Beth- 
shemesh ; and he came to Jerusalem, 
and brake down the wall of Jerusalem 
near the gate of Ei^raim unto the 
Comer Gate, four hundred ouUts. 

14 And he took all the gold and 
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silver, and all the vessels that were 
found in the House of the Lord, and 
in the treasures of the king's house, 
and hostages, and returned to Sa- 
maria. 

15 Now the rest of the acts of Je- 
hoash which he did, and his might, 
and how he fought with Amaziah 
king of Judah, are they not written 
in the Book of the Chronicles of the 
kings of Israel ? ' 

16 And Jehoash slept with his 
fathers, and was buried in Samaria 
with the kings of Israel : and Jerobo- 
am [Ilnd] his son reigned in his 
stead. 

It And Amaziah the son of Joash 
king of Judah lived after the death 
of Jehoash son of Jehoahaz king of 
Israel fifteen years. 

18 And the rest of the acts of 
Amaziah, are they not written in the 
Book of the Chronicles of the kings 
of Judah? 

19 And they made a conspiracy 
against him in Jerusalem : and he 
fled to Lachish. But they sent after 
him to Lachish, and slew him there. 

20 And they brought him on horses; 
and he was buried at Jerusalem with 
his fathers in the city of David, 

21 And all the people of Judah 
took Azariah, who was sixteen years 
old, and made him king instead of his 
father Amaziah. 

22 He had built Elath, and restor- 
ed it to Judah, after that the king 
[Amaziah] had slept with his fathers. 

23 In the fifteenth year of Amaziah 
the son of Joash king of Judah [B. 
C. 792] Jeroboam [Hud] the son of 
Jehoash king of Israel began to reign 
in Samaria for forty and one year. 

24 And he did evil in the sight of 
the LoBD. He departed not from 



any of the sins of Jeroboam the son 
of Nebat, who made Israel to sin. 

25 He restored the boundary of Is- 
rael from the Pass of Hamath unto 
the Sea of the Barren Valley, accord- 
ing to the word of the Lord, the 
G-od of Israel, which he spake by the 
hand of his servant Jonah the son of 
Amittai, the prophet, who was of 
Grath-hepher. 

26 For the Lord saw the affliction 
of Israel, that it was very bitter ; for 
there remained none, whether bonds- 
man or free, nor was there any helper 
for Israel. 

27 And the Lord said not that he 
would blot oat the name of Israel 
from under heaven; but he saved 
them by the hand of Jeroboam the 
son of Jehoash. 

28 Now the rest of the acts of Je- 
roboam, and all that he did, and his 
might, how he warred, and how he 
recovered Damascus, and Hamath of 
Judah, for Israel, are they not writ- 
ten in the Book of the Chronicles of 
the kings of Israel? 

29 And Jeroboam slept with his 
fathers the kings of Israel ; and Za- 
chariah his son reigned in his stead. 



CHAPTER XV. 



F 



THE TWENTY and Seventh year of 
Jeroboam [Hnd] king of Israel [B. 
C. 778] began Azariah [or uzziah] 
son of Amaziah king of Judah to reign. 

2 Sixteen years old was he when he 
began to reign, and he reigned two 
and fifty years in Jerusalem. And 
his mother's name was JechoHah of 
Jerusalem. 

3 And he did what was right in the 
sight of the Lord according to all 
that his father Amaziah had done ; 

4 Save that the High Places were 
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not riomoved ; die people still sacri- 
ficed aad burnt iacenae on Hi§^ 
Places. 

5 And God si^iote the king, so that 
he was a leper unto the day of his 
death, and dwelt in a bouse of beds 
[or a hospital]* And Jothava the 
hing's son was ofci the house, judg- 
ing the people of the land. 

6 And the rest of the acts of Azari- 
ah, and all that he did, are they not 
written in the Book of the Chronicles 
of the kings of Judah ? 

7 So Asariah slept witli his lathers; 
and they buried him with his fathers 
in the city of David ; and Jotham his 
son reigned in his stead. 

8 In the thirty and eighth year of 
Azariah king of Judah [B. C. 764] 
did Zaghabiah the son of Jeroboam 
reign over Israel in Samaria for six 
months. 

9 And he did evil in the sight of 
the LOBD, as his fathers had done. 
He departed not from the sins of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat^ who 
made Israel to sin. 

10 And Shallum the son of Jabesh 
conspired against him, and smote him 
before the people, and slew him, and 
reigned in his stead. 

11 And the rest of the acts of Za- 
diariah, behold, they are written in 
the Book of the Chronicles of the 
kings of Israel 

12 This was the word of God which 
he spake to Jehu, [Ch. x. 30] saying, 
7hy sons shall sit on the throne of 
Israel unto the fourth generation. 
And so it came to pass. 

13 Shallum the son of Jabesh be* 
gan to reign in the nine and thirtieth 
year of Uzziah [or Azariah] king of 
Judah [B. C, 763], and hexeigned a 
month in Samaria, 



14 For Mbkahem the son of Oa4i 
went up firomXirzah, and came to 
Samaria, and smote Shallum the son 
of Jabe^ in Samaria, and slew him, 
and reigned in his stead. 

15 And the rest of the aots of 
Sbaliam, and his con^racy which he 
made, behold they are written in the 
Book of the Chronicles of the kingp 
of Israel. 

16 Then Menahem smote Tiphash, 
and all that were therein, and ks 
boundaries from Tirzah. Bec»i8e 
they opened not to him, therefore he 
smote it. 

17 Jn the nine and thirtieth year 
of Azariah king of Judah [B. C. 763] 
began Menahem the of Gadi to rdgn 
over Israel for ten yeaxs in Samaria. 

18 And he did evil in the sight of 
ihe LoBD. He departed not /ill his 
days from the sins of Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin. 

19 Pul the king of Assyria came 
against the land. And Menahem 
gave Pul a thousand Kikars [or 
hundred weights] of silver, that his 
hand might be with him to confirm 
the kingdom in his hand. 

20 And Menahem exacted the money 
from Israel, even from all the mighty 
men of wealth, for each man filfy 
Shekels [or 100 shillings] of silver, 
to give to the king of Ajasyria. So 
the king of Assyria turned back, and 
stayed npt there in the land. 

21 And the rest of the acts of Me- 
nahem, and sdl that he did, are th^ 
not written in the Book of the Chro- 
nicles of the of Israel ? 

22 And Menahem slept with his 
fathers ^ and Pekahiah his son reignied 
in his stead. ' 

23 In the fiftieth year of Azariah 
king of Judah [B. C. t52] P^^^AWAJf 
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the son of Menahem began to rei^ 
over Israel in Samaria for two ye^n^. 

24 And ke did evil in the sight of 
the Lord. He departed not from 
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Ne- 
bat, who made Israel to sin. 

25 Bat Pekah the son of Remaliah, 
one of his chiefs-of-three [or chariot 
warriors], conspired against him, and 
smote him in Samaria, in the strong 
tower of the king's house, with Argob 
and Ariah ; (and with him were fifty 
Boen of the sons of the Gileadites;) and 
he killed him, and reigned in his 
room. 

26 And the rest of the acts of Pe- 
kahiah, and all that he did, behold, 
they are written in the Book of the 
Chronicles of the kings of Israd. 

27 In the two and fiftieth year of 
Asariahking of Judah [B. C. 750] 
Pbkah the son of Bemaliah began to 
reign over Israel in Samaria for 
twenty years. 

28 And he did evil in the sight of 
the Lord. He departed not from 
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Ne- 
bat, who made Israel to sin. 

29 In the days of Pekah king of 
Israel came Tiglath-pileser king of 
AsByiia, and took Ijon, and Abel near 
Betii-maachah, and Janoah, and Ke- 
desh, and Hazor, and Gilead, and 
Galilee, all the land of NaphtaH, and 
carried them captive to Assyria. 

30 And Hoshea the son of Elah 
made a conspiracy against Pekah the 
son of Remaliah, and smote him, and 
slew him, and reigned in his stead, 
in the twentieth year of Jotham the 
son of Uzziah [B. C. 730]. 

31 And the rest of the acts of Pe- 
kah, and all that he did, behold, they 
are written in the Book of the Chron- 
ides of the kings of Israel. 



32 In the second year of Pekah the 
son of Bemaliah king of Israel [B. C. 
749] began Jotham the son of tfzziah 
king of Judah to reign. 

33 Five- and twenty years old was 
he when he began to reign, and he 
reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. 
And his mother's name was Jerusha, 
the daughter of Zadok. 

34 And he did what was right in 
the sight .of the LoBD ; he did ac- 
cording to all that his father Uzziah 
had done. 

35 Howbeit the High Places were 
not removed : the people still sacri- 
ficed and burned incense on High 
Places. He built the Upper Gate of 
the House of the LoBB. 

36 Now the rest of the acts of Jo- 
tham, and all that he did, are they 
not written in the Book of the 
Chronicles of the kings of Judah ? 

37 In those day^ the LoBD began 
to send against Judah Bezin the king 
of Syria, and Pekah the son of Bema- 
liah. 

38 And Jotham slept with his 
fathers in the city of David his father ; 
and Ahaz his son reigned in his stead. 
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the seventeenth year of Pekah 
the son of Bemaliah [B. C. 734] 
Ahaz the son of Jotham king of Ju- 
dah began to reign. 

2 Twenty years old was Ahaz when 
he began to reign, and he reigned 
sixteen years in Jerusalem, and did 
not do what was right in the sight of 
the LoBD his God, like David his 
father. 

3 But he walked in the way of the 
kings of Israel, yea, and made his 
son to pass through the fire, according 
to the abominations of the nations 



194 



II. KINGS. 



CHAPFBRZYI. 



whom the Lord cast out hom before 
the (^dren of Israel. 

4 And he sacrificed and burnt in- 
cense on High Places ; and on the 
hills, and under every green tree. 

5 Then Bezin king of Syria and 
Pekah son of Eemaliah king of Israel 
came up to Jerusalem to war ; and 
they besieged Ahaz, but could not 
overcome him. 

6 At that time Bezin kin^ of Syria 
recovered Elath to Syria, and drove 
the Jews from Elath. And the Eldo- 
mites came to Elath, and dwelt there 
unto this day. 

t So Ahaz sent messengers to Tig- 
lath-pileser king of Assyria, saying, 
I am thy servant and thy S9n. Gome 
up, and save me out of the grasp of 
the king of Syria, and out of the 
grasp of the king of Israel, ^ho rise 
up against me. 

8 And Ahaz todk the silver and 
gold that was found in the House of 
Uie LoBD, and in the treasures of the 
king's house, and sent it for a gift to 
the king of Assyria. 

9 And the king of Assyria hearken- 
ed to him ; for the king of Assyria 
went up against Damascus, and took 
it, and carried the people of it captive 
to Kir, and slew Bezin. 

10 And king Ahaz went to Da- 
mascus to meet Tiglath-pileser king 
of Assyria. ^And he saw the altar 
that was at Dama^us; and king 
Ahaz sent to Urijah the Priest the 
likeness of the altar, and the pattern 
of it, according to all the workman- 
ship of it. 

11 And Urijah the Priest built an 
altar according to a]l that king Ahaz 
had sent from Damascus ; so Urijah 
the Priest made it before king Ahaz 
returned from Damascus. 



(il2 And when the king was eoioei 
from DftEiascus, the king saw the 
altar. And the king ai^»roached to 
the altar, and offered up thereon. 

13 And he burnt his burnt offering 
and his meal offering, and poured his 
drink offering, and sprinkled the blood 
of his peace offerings, upon the altar. 

14 And he brought also the copper 
altar, which was before the LoilD, 
from the front of the House, from 
between the [Gi^atj Altar and the 
House of the Lord, and put it on 
the north side of the Altar. 

15 And king Ahaz commanded Uri-* 
jah the Priest, saying. Upon the Great 
Altar bum the morning burnt ofiEec* 
ing, and the evening meal offering, 
and the king's burnt (Bering, and hds 
meal offering, with the burnt (Bering 
of all the pe(^le of the land, and 
their meal offering, and thdur drink 
offerings ; and sprinkle upon it all tbo 
blood of the burnt offering, and all 
the blood of the sacrifice ; and the 
copper altar shall be for me to in- 
quire by, 

16 And Urijah the Priest did ao- 
cording to all that king Ahas c<nn- 
maiuied. 

17 And king Ahaz cut off the piuieb 
of the basinstands, and removed tbt 
Laver [or basin] from off them, and 
took down the Water-cistern troai off 
the copper oxen that were und^ it^ 
and put it upon the pavement ^ 
stones. 

18 And the shelter [or portico] !<» 
the sabbath, that they had built on 
to the House, and ihQ king's entrance 
on the outside, carried he all round 
the H(nise of the Lord for the king 
of Assyria. 

19 Now the rest of the acts of Ahas 
which he did, are they not written in 
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the Book of the Chronicles of the 
kings of Judah ? 

20 And Ahaz slept with his fathers, 
and was buried with his fathers in the 
dty of David ; and Hezekiah his son 
reigned in his stead. 

CHAPTER XVIL 

IN the twelfth year of Ahaz king of 
■■• Judah [B. C. 730}, began Hoshba 
the son of Elah to reign in Samaria 
over Israel for nine years. 

2 And he did evil in the sight of 
the Lord, but not as the kings of 
Israel that were before him. 

3 Against him oame up Shalmaneser 
king of Assyria ;\ and Hoshea became 
his servant, and gave him presents. 

4 And the king of Assyria found 
oonspiracy in Hoshea; for he had 
sent messengers to Seve king of 
l&gypt, and brought no present to the 
king of Assyria, as he had done year 
by year. Therefore the king of 
Assjma shut him up, and bound him 
in prison. 

5 And it came to pass in the fourth 
year of king Hezekiah [B. C. 724], 
which was the seventh year of Hoshea 
son of Elah king of Israel, that Shal- 
maneser king of Assyria came up 
against Samaria, and besieged it. 

6 And at the end of three years he 
took it; that is the ninth year of 
Hoshea king of Israel [B. C. 722], 
Samaria was taken. 

7 And the king of Assyria did carry 
away Israel to Assyria, and put them 
in Halah, and in Habor by the river 
of G-ozan, and in the cities of the 
Medes ; 

S Because they obeyed not the voice 
of the Lord their God, but trans- 
gressed his covenant and all that 
Moses the servant of the Lord had 



commanded, and would not hear them 
nor do them*); 

9 The Lord removed Israel out of 
his presence, as he had said by the 
hand of all his servants the prophets. 
So was Israel carried away out of 
their own land to Assyria unto this day«. 

10 And the king of Assyria brought 
men from Babylon, and from Cuthah, 
and from Ava, and from Hamath^ 
and from Sepharvaim, and placed 
them in the cities of Samaria instead 
of the children of Israel. And they 
possessed Samaria, and dwelt in the 
cities thereof. 

11 And so it was at the beginning 
of their dwelling there, that they 
feared not the Lord ; therefore the 
Lord sent lions among them, which 
slew some of them. 

12 Therefore they spake to the king 
of Assyria, saying. The nations which 
thou hast removed, and placed in the 
cities of Samaria, know not the man- 
ner of the God of the land. There- 
fore he hath sent lions among them, 
and behold, they slay them, because 
they know not the manner of the God 
of the land. 

13 Then the king of Assyria com- 
dianded, sajdng. Carry thither one of 
the priests whom ye carried away 
from thence ; and let him go and 
dwell there, and let him teach them 
the manner of the God of the land. 

14 Then one of the priests whom 
thy had carried away from Samaria 
came and dwelt in Beth-el and taught 
them how they should fear the Eternal. 

15 flowbeit every nation made gods 
of their own, and put them in the 
houses of the High Places which the 
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Samaritans had made, every nation in 
their cities wherein they dwelt. 

16 And the men of Bahylon made 
Succoth-benoth and the men of Cuth- 
ah made Nergal, and the men of Ha- 
math made Ashima, 

17 And the Avites made Nibhaz 
and Tartak, and the Sepharvites 
burnt their children in fire to Adram- 
melech and Anammelech, the gods of 
Sepharvaim. 

18 And there were some who feared the 
Eternsd, and yet made for themselyes 
of the lowest of them priests of the 
High Places, and there were some 
who acted for themselves in the 
houses of the High Places. 

19 And some feared the Eternal, and 
some served their own gods, after the 
manner of the nations who had car- 
ried away [the Israelites] from thence. 

20 So these nations feared the 
LOBD, and yet served their graven 
images, both their children, and their 
children's children. As did their 
fathers, so do they unto this day. 

CHAPTER XVm. 

NOW it came to pass in the third 
year of Hoshea son of Elah king 
of Israel [B. C. 728J, that Hezbkiab 
the son of Ahaz king of Judah began 
to reign. 

2 Twenty and five years old was 
he when he began to reign ; and he 
feigned twenty and nine years in Je- 
rusalem. And his mother's name was 
Abi, the daughter of Zechariah. 

3 And he did what was right in the 
sight of God, according to all that 
David his father had done. 

4 He removed the High Places, and 
brake the images, and cut down the 
groves of Ashera, and brake in pieces 
the copper serpent that Moses had 



made. For unto those days the chil- 
dren of Israel did bum incense to it. 
And it was called Nehushtan. 

5 He trusted in the Eternal the God 
of Israel ; so that after him was none 
like him among all the kings of Ju- 
dah, nor any that were before him. 

6 For he cleaved to the Lobd^ and 
departed not from following him, but 
kept his commandments which the 
Lord had commanded Moses. 

7 And God was with him. He 
prospered whithersoever he went forth; 
and he rebelled against the king of 
Assyria, and served him not. 

8 He smote the Philistines, even 
unto Gaza, and its boundaries, from 
the tower of the watchmen to the 
fenced city. 

9 Now in the fourteenth year of 
king Hezekiah [B. 0. 714] did Sen- 
nacherib king of Assyria come up 
against all the fenced cities of Judah 
and took them. 

10 And Hezekiah king of Judah 
sent to the king of Assyria to Lachiah, 
saying, I have offended ; return from 
me. That which thou puttest on me 
will I bear. And the king of Assyria 
appointed unto Hezekiah king of Ju- 
dah three hundred Kikar [or hundred 
weights] of silver, and thirty Kikars 
of gold. 

11 And HezeMah gave him all tiie 
silver that was found in the Hoose 
of the LoBD, and in the treasures of 
the king's house. 

12 At that time did Hezekiah cat 
off [the gold] from the doors of the 
Temple of the Lord, and from the 
pillars which Hezekiah king of Judah 
had overlaid, and he gave it to die 
king of Assyria. 

13 And the king of Assyria sent 
Tartan and Rab-saris and Bab-shakeh 
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from Lacbish to king Hfezekiah with 
a great army against Jerusalem. And 
tbey went up and came to Jerusalem. 
And when they were come up, they 
came and stood by the conduit of the 
Uw)er Pool, which is in the highway 
of the fuller's field. 

14 And when they bad called to 
the king, there came forth to them 
Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was 
oyer the household, and Shebna the 
scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph, 
the recorder. 

15 And Rab-shakeh said to them, 
Say ye now to Hezekiah, Thus 
saith the great king, the king of As- 
syria, What trust is this wherein thou 
trustest ? 

16 Thou speakest only words of the 
lips, as counsel and strength for war. 
Now on whom dost thou trust, that 
thou hast rebelled against me ? 

17 Now, behold, thou trustest thy- 
self on the support of this broken 
reed, even on Egypt, on which if a 
man lean, it will go into his hand, 

I and pierce it. So is Pharaoh king 

j of Egypt to all that trust on him. 

I 18 But if ye say to me. We trust in 

Tahveh our Orod; is it not he 

whose High Places and whose altars 

Hezekiah hath taken away? And he 

saith to Judah and Jerusalem, Ye 

shall worship him before this altar in 

Jerusalem. 

19 Now therefore match thyself, I 

pray thee, against my lord the king 

of Assyria, and I m]l deliver to thee 

i two thousand horses, if thou be able 

I on thy part to put riders upon them. 

I 20 How then wilt thou turn away 

the face of one Pacha [or captain] of 

the least of my master's servants, and 

put thy trust on Egypt for chariots 

and for horsemen ? 



21 Am I now come up without 
Yahveh against this place to destroy 
it? Yahveh said to me. Go up against 
this land, and destroy it. 

22 Then said Eliakim the son of 
Hilldab, and Shebna, and Joab, to 
Rab-shakeh, Speak, I pray thee, to 
thy servants in the Syriac language ; 
for we understand it. And speak 
not to us in the Jewish language in 
the ears of the people that are on 
the wall. 

23 But Rab-shakeh said to them. 
Hath my master sent me to thy 
master, and to thee, to speak these 
words ? Hath he not sent me to the 
men that sit upon the wall, that eat 
offal, and drink swill with you ? 

24 Then Rab-shakeh stood and 
cried with a loud voice in the Jewish 
language, and spake, and said. Hear 
ye the word of the Great King, the 
king of Assyria. 

25 Thus saith the king. Let not 
Hezekiah deceive you ; for he will 
not be able to deliver you out of his 
hand. 

26 Neither let Hezekiah make you 
trust in Yahveh, saying, Yahveh will 
surely deliver us, and this city will 
not be delivered into the hand of the 
king of Assyria. 

27 Hearken not to Hezekiah. For 
thus saith the king of Assyria, Make 
peace with me, and come out to me, 
and then eat ye every man of his 
own vine, and every man of his own 
fig tree, and drink ye every man the 
waters of his own cistern ; 

28 Until I come and take you away 
to a land like your own land, a land 
of com and grape juice, a land of 
bread and vineyards, a land of the 
oil-olive, and of honey, that ye may 
live and not die. And hearken not 
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to Hezekiah, when he persaadeth you, 
saying, Yahveh will deliver ns. 

29 Hath any of the gods of the 
nations delivered at all his land out 
of the hand of the king of Assyria ? 

30 Where are the gods of Hamath, 
and of Arpad ? Where are the gods 
of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Avah ? 
Have they delivered Samaria out of 
my hand ? 

31 Who are they among all the 
gods of the countries, that have de- 
livered their country out of my hand, 
that Yahveh should deliver Jerusalem 
out of my hand ? 

32 But the people held their peace, 
and answered him not a word ; for 
the king's command was, saying, 
Answer him not. 

33 Then came Eliakim the son of 
Hilkiah, who was over the house, and 
Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son 
of Asaph the recorder, to Hezekiah 
with their clothes rent, and told him 
the words of Rab-shakeh. 

CHAPTER XIX. . 

A ND it came to pass, when king 
Hezekiah heard it, that he rent 
his clothes, and covered himself with 
sackcloth, and went into the House 
of the Lord. 

2 And he sent Eliakim, who was 
over the household, and Shebna the 
scribe, and the elders of the priests, 
covered with sackcloth, to IsAiAH the 
prophet, the son of Amoz. 

3 And they said to him. Thus saith 
Hezekiah, This day is a day of trouble, 
and of rebuke, and of scoffing. 

4 It maybe the Eternal thy Q-od will 
hear all the words of Rab-shakeh, 
whom the king of Assyria his master 
hath sent to defy the living God ; and 
will reprove the words which Uie 



Hiternal thy Gkxl haUi heard. There- 
fore lift up a prayer for the remnant 
that is left. 

5 So the servants of king Hezekiah 
came to Isaiah. 

6 And Isaiah said to them. Thus 
saith the Eternal, Be not afraid of the 
words which thou hast heard, with 
which the lads of the king of Assyria 
have blasphemed me. 

7 Behold, I will send a breath upon 
him, and he shall hear a rumour, a&d 
shall return to his own land ; and I 
will cause him to fall by the sword in 
his own land. 

8' So Rab-shakeh returned, and 
joined the king of Assyria waning 
against Libnah. 

9 For he had heard that he [the 
king] had moved his oamp from 
Lachish, because he heard say of 
Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, Behold, 
he is come out to fight against thee. 

10 Now he sent messengers again 
to Hezekiah, saying, Thus shall ye 
speak to Hezekiah king of Judah^ 
saying. Let not thy God in whom 
thou trustest deceive thee, sajdiig, 
Jerusalem shall not be given into tiie 
hand of the king of Assyria. 

11 Behold, thou hast heard what the 
kings of Assyria have done to all 
lands, by destroying them utterly. 
And shalt thou be delivered? 

12 Have the gods of the nations 
delivered them which my fathers have 
destroyed ; as Gozan, and Haran^ 
and Rezeph, and the children of Ed^ 
who were in Tel-ashar ? 

13 Where is the king of Hamath, 
and the king of Arpad, and the king 
of the city of Sepharvaim, of Hena, 
and of Avah? 

14 And Hezekiah received the letter 
from the hand of the messenger, and 
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lead it. And Hezekiah went up unto 
the House of God, and spread it be- 
fore die LoBD. 

15 And Hezekiali i»rayed before 
God, and said, Eternal God of 
Israel, who dwellest above the 
dierubim, ih<martthe God, even thou 
ftlone, of all the kingdoms of the 
earth. Thou hast made the heavens 
and the earth. 

10 Incline thme ear, Lobd, and 
hear. Open thine eyes, Eternal, 
and see. And hear the words of 
Sennacherib, who hath sent to defy 
the living Gtod. 

17 Of atruth, Gh)d, the kings of 
AsQnia have laid waste the nations 
and their lands, and have cast their 
gods into the fire. 

18 For they were no gods, but the 
work of men's hands, wood and stone ; 
therefiHre they have destaroyed them. 

19 Now therefore, Eternal our 
God, I beseech thee, save us out of 
Ins hand, that all the kingdoms of 
the earth may know that thou, Eternal, 
art God, even thou only. 

20 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent 
to Hezekiah, saying. Thus saith the 
Eternal the God of Israel, That which 
tfiou hast prayed to me agaiost Sen- 
nacherib king of Assyria I have heard. 

21 This is Uie word which the Lord 
hath spoken ooneeming. hiui, The 
virgin the daughter of Zion 
deiq>iseth thee, ^e laugheth t.hee to 
floorn. The daughter of Jerusalem 
riiaketh her head after thee. 

22 Whom hast tliou defied and 
blasphemed? And against whom hast 
thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up 
thine eyes on high ? Even against the 
Holy One of Israel. 

23 By the hand of thy messengers 
thou hast defied the LoBD, and hast 



said, With the multitude of my char- 
iots I am come up to the height of 
the mountains, to the sides of Leba- 
non, and I will cut down its tall cedar 
trees, and its choice fir trees ; and I 
will enter into its remotest lodgii^, 
and into the thicket of its garden [or 
Carmel]. 

24 I have digged and have drunk 
strange waters, and with the sole of 
my feet I will dry up all the canals of 
Lower Egypt 

25 Hast thou not heard long ago 
how I did it, and of ancient times 
that I proposed it? Now have I 
brought it to pass, that it should be 
for thee to lay waste fenced cities 
into ruinous heaps. 

26 But their inhabitants were of 
small power, they were dismayed and 
confounded; they were as the grass of 
the field, and as the greeo herb; as grass 
on the housetops, or blight [on corn] 
before it be grown to stalk. 

27 But thine abode, and thy going 
out, and thy coming in, I know, and 
thy rage against me. 

28 Because thy rage against me 
and thine insolence ^re come up into 
mine ears, therefore I will put my 
hook in thy nose, and my bridle in 
thy lips, and I will turn thee back by 
the way by which thou camest. 

29 And this shall be a sign unto 
thee, in this year shall be eaten what 
groweth of itself, and in the second 
year that which springeth from the 
same; and in the third year they 
shall sow, and reap, and plant vine- 
yards, and eat the fruits thereof. 

30 And the escaped of the house of 
Judah shaU increase, those left shall 
take root downward, and bear fruit 
upward. 

31 Theoefore thus saith the Lom> 
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oonoermng the king of Assyria, 
He shall not come into this eity, nor 
shoot an arrow there, nor oome before 
it with shields, nor cast op a siege- 
mound against it. 
tt By the way that he came, by the 
same shall he retom p and he shall 
not oome into this city ; the Lord 
hath said it. 

33 For Iwillbe a shield to this 
city, to save it, for mine own sake, 
and for my servant David^s sake. 

34 And it came to pass that night, 
that the angel of God went forth, 
and smote in the camp of the Ass3rr- 
ians a hundred and eighty and fiye 
thousand ; and when men arose eariy 
in the morning, behold, they were 
all dead corpses. 

35 And Sennacherib king of Assyria 
moved his camp, and went and re- 
turned, and dwelt at Nineveh. 

36 (And it came to pass [6. C. 
683], as he was worshipping in the 
house of Nisroch his god, that Adram- 
melech and Sharezer his sons smote 
him with the sword. And they es- 
caped into the land of Ararat [or Ar- 
menia]. And Esarhaddon his son 
reigned in hb stead.) 

CHAPTER XX. 

JN those days [B. C. 713] was He- 
zekiah sick unto death. And Isaiah 
the prophet the son of Amoz came to 
him, and said to him. Thus saith the 
Lord, Set thy house in order, for 
thou shalt die, and not live. 

2 Then he turned his face to the 
wall and prayed to God, saying, 

3 I beseech thee, Lord, re- 
member now how I have walked be- 
fore thee in truth and with a perfect 
heart, and have done what is good in 



thy sight And Heiekiah wept with 
a great weeping. 

4 And it came to pass, before Isaiak 
was gone out into the middle coorty 
that the word of God came to him, 
saying, 

5 Turn again, and tell Hez^dah 
the captain of my people, Thus saith 
the Lord, the God of David t^ 
father, I have heard thy prayer, I 
have seen thy tears ; behold, I idll 
heal thee; on the third day thoo 
shalt go up unto the House of God. 

6 And I will add to thy days fifteen 
years : and I will d^ver thee and 
this city out of the grasp of the king 
of Assyria ; and I will be a shkld 
over this city for mine own sake, and 
for my servant David's sake. 

7 And Isaiah said. Take ye a cake 
of figs. And they took and laid it 
on the boil, and he recovered. 

8 And Hezekiah said to Isaiah, 
What shall be the sign that the Lord 
will heal me, and that I e^all go up 
into the House of God on the third 
day? 

9 And Isaiah said, This shall be a 
sign to thee from God, that God will 
do the thing that he hath spoken. 
Shall the shadow go forward ten de* 
grees, or go back ten degrees ? 

10 And Hezekiah answered, It is a 
light thing for the shadow to grow 
longer ten degrees ; nay, but let the 
shadow return backward ten degrees. 

11 And Isaiah the prophet cried t^ 
God, And be brought the shadow 
ten degrees backwawl, by which it 
had gone down on the sun-dial of Aha& 

12 At that time Berodack-bahulany 
the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, 
sent letters and a present to Hese* 
kiah; fbr he had heardJ^HesekiiA 
had been me&'''' '^ ^^^rrr^^ 
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13 And Hesekiidi hearkened to 
them, and shewed them all the hoose 
of his spioery, the silver, and the 
gold, and the scents, aud the precious 
(Hntmenty and all the house of hns 
armour, and all that was found in his 
treasures. There was noUiing in his 
hoQSd, nor in all his dominion, that 
Hezekiah shewed them not 

14 Then came Isaiah the prophet to 
king Hezekiah, and said to him, 
What said these men ? And from 
where came they to thee ? And He- 
zekmh said, From a far country, they 
are come from Babylon. 

15 Then he said, What have they 
seen in thy house ? And Hezekiah 
answered. All that is in my house 
have they seen. There is nothing 
among my treasures that I have not 
diewed them. 

16 And Isaiah said to Hezekiah, 
Hear the word of the Eternal. 

17 Behold, days will come when all 
that is in thy house, and that which 
thy fathers have laid up in store un- 
til this day, shall be carried to Baby- 
lon. Nothing shall be left, saith the 

LOBD. 

IS And some of thy sons that shall 
be bOTu unto thee, shall they take 
away ; and they shall be chamber- 
lains in the palace of the king of 
Babylon. 

19 Then said Hezekiah to Isaiah, 
Good is the word of God which thou 
hast spdcen. And he said further. 
Ok that peace and truth may be in 
my days. 

20 And the rest of the acts of He- 
zekiah, and all his might, and how 
he made the pool, and the conduit, 
and brought water into the city, are 
they not written in the Book of the 
Chronicles of the kings of Judah ? 



21 And Hezekiah slept with his 
fathers; and Manasseh his son reigned 
in his stead. 
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ANA88EH was twelve years old 
when he began to reign [B. C. 
^, and he reigned fift^y and five 
years in Jerusalem. And his mother's 
name was Hephzi-bah. 

2 And he did evil in ihe sight of 
God, after the abominations of the 
nations, whom the Lord cast out be* 
fore the children of Israel. 

3 For he built up again the High 
Places which Hezekiah his father had 
destroyed ; and he reared up altars 
for Baal, and made an image of 
Ashera, as did Ahab king of Israel ; 
and he worshipped all the host of 
the heavens, and served them. 

4 And he built altars in the house 
of the Lord, of which the Lord 
said. In Jerusalem will I put my name. 

5 And he built altars for all 'the 
host of the heavens in the two courts 
of the House of the LoBD. 

6 And he made his son to pass 
through the fire, and observed clouds^ 
and used enchantments, and dealt 
with familiar spirits and wizards ; he 
wrought much wickedness in the sight 
of God; to provoke him to anger. 

7 And he set a graven image of 
Ashera that he had made in the 
House, of which the Lord had said 
to David, and to Solomon his son, In 
this house, and in Jerusalem, which 
I have chosen out of all tribes of Is- 
rael, will I put my name for ever. 

8 Neither will I make the feet of 
Israel move any more out oi the land 
which I gave their fathers ; if they 
wtn on^ observe to do according to 
all that I have commanded them, and 
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according to all ike Law that my serv- 
ant Moses coQunanded Uiem. 

9 Bat they hearkened not And 
Manasseh seduced them to do more 
evil than did the nations whom the 
Lord destroyed from before the ehi^ 
dren of Israel. 

10 And the LoBD spake by the 
hand of his servants the prophets, 
saying, 

1 1 Because Manasseh king of Ju- 
dah hatlidone these abominations, and 
hath done wickedly above all that the 
Amorites did, who wei*e before him, 
and hath made Judah also to sin wit^ 
his filthy idols ; 

12 TherefcHre thus saith the Eternal 
the God of Israel, Behold, I am 
bringing such evil upon Jerusalem 
and Judah, that whosoever heareth 
of it, both his ears shall tingle'. 

13 And I will stretch over Jerusa- 
lem the line of Samaria, and the 
plummet of the house of Aliab. And 
I will wipe Jerusalem as a man wipeth 
a dish, wiping it, and turning it upon 
its face. 

14 And I will forsake the remnant 
of mine inheritance, and they shall 
become a proy and a spoil to all their 
enemies ; 

15 Because they have done that 
which was evil in my sight, and have 
provoked me to anger, since the day 
iheir fathers came forth out of Egypt, 
even unto this day. 

16 Moreover Manasseh shed inno- 
cent blood very much, till he had 
filled Jerusalem from one end to an- 
other ; beside his sin wherewith he 
made Judah to sin, in doing what 
w^s evil in the sight of God. 

11 Now the rest of the acts of Ma- 
nasseh, and all that he did, md his 
sin that he sinned, are they not writ- 



ten in the Book of the Chronicles of 
the kings of Judah ? 

18 And Manasseh slept with his 
fathers, and was buried in the garden 
of his own house, in the garden of 
Usza ; and Amon his son reigned in 
his stead. 

19 Amon was twenty and two years 
old when he began to reign [B. 0. 
643], and he reigned two years in Je- 
rusalem. And his jnodier's mame 
was MeshuUameth, ike daughter of 
Harui of Jotbah. 

20 And he did evil in the sight (A 
the Lord, as his father Manasseh 
had done* 

21 And he walked in all the ways 
that his father had walked in, and 
served the filthy idols that his fathec 
served, and worshipped them. ^ 

22 And he forsook the LoBD the 
God of his fathers, and walked not 
in the way of the LOBP. 

23 And the servants of Amon oon- 
^lired against him, and killed tbe 
king in his own house. 

24 And the people of the land slew 
all them that had conspired against 
king Amon ; and the people of the 
land made Jouah his son king in his 
stead. 

CHAPTER XXTT. 

TOSIAH was eight years old wken 
•^ he began to reign (B. C. 641], 
and he reigned thirty and one years 
in Jerusalem. And his mother's 
name was Jedidah, the daughter of 
Adaiah of Boscath. 
2 And he did what was right in the 
sight of theLoBD) and walked in all the 
way of David his father, and turned 
not aside to the right hand or to the 

% And it "daiif^ 'i^^Slf the eirfi- 
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teeoth year of king Joemh [B. C. 
624], that the king sent Shaphan the 
son of Azaliah, the son of Meshallam, 
the scrihe, to the House of the Lobd, 
saykig, 

4 Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, 
ih&t he may sum up the silver whieh 
is brought into the House of the 
Lord, which the keepers of the door 
have gathered from the people. 

5 And let them deliver it into ike 
hand of those doers of the work, that 
have the oversight of the House of 
tibe Lord ; and then let them give it 
to the doers of the work that are in 
the House of the Lobd, to repair tlw 
breaches of the House, 

6 To the carpenters, and builders, 
and masons, and to buy timber and 
hewn stone to repair the House. 

7 Howbeit there was no reckoning 
Hiade with them of the silver that was 
delivered into their hand, because 
they dealt faithfully. 

8 And Hilkiah the high priest said 
to Shaphan the scribe, I have found 
A BOOK OF THE LAW in the House of 
the LoBD. And Hilkiah gave the 
book to Shaphan, and he read it. 

9 And Shaphan the scribe came to 
€ke king, and brought the king word 
again, and said, Thy servants have 
melted [or coined] the silver that was 
fowid in the House, and have de- 
livered it into the hand of them that 
do the work, that have the oversight 
of the House of the Lord. 

10 And Shaphan the scribe shewed 
the king, saying, Hilkiah the priest 
bath delivered me a Book. And 
Shaphan read it before the king. 

11 And it came to pass, when the 
king had heard the words of the 
Book of the Law, that he rent his 
olothes. 



12 And the kii^ commanded Hil- 
kiah the priest, and Ahikam the «on 
of Shaphan, and Achbor the son of 
Michaiah, and Shaphan the scribe, 
and Asahiah a servant of the king's, 
saymg, 

13 Go ye, inquire of the Lord for 
me, and for the people, and for all 
Judah, concerning the words of this 
book that is found ; for great is the 
wrath of the Lord that is kindled 
against us, because our fathers have 
not hearkened to the words of this 
book, to do according to all that 
which is written concerning us. - 

14 So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahi- 
kam, and Achbor, and Shaphan, and 
Asahiah, went to Huldah, ihe pro- 
phetess, the wife of Shallum the son 
of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper 
of the wardro^ie ; (now she dwelt in 
Jerusalem in the second [or lower 
city] ;) and they spake with her. 

15 And she said to them. Thus saitii 
the Lord the God of Israel, Tell the 
man that sent yon to me, 

16 Thus saith the Lord, Behold, 
I will bring evil upon this plaoe, and 
upon its inhabitants, even all the 
words of the Book which the king of 
Judah hath read ; 

17 Because. they have forsaken me, 
and have burned inoense unto other 
gods, that they might provoke me to 
anger with all the work of t^eir 
hands ; therefore my wrath is kindled 
against this place and shall not be 
quenched. 

1 8 But to the king of Judah who 
sent you to inquire of the Eternal, 
thus ^all ye say to him. Thus speak- 
eth ihe Eternal the God of Israel, As 
touching the words whidi thou hast 

19 Because €iy heart was tender. 
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and thou hast humbled thyself before 
the Lord, when thou heardest what 
I spake against this place, and against 
its inhabitants, that they should be- 
come a desolation and a curse, and 
thou hast rent thy clothes, and wept 
before me, I also have hearkened; 
the LoBB hath said it. 
20 Behold therefore, I will gather 
thee to thy fathers, and thou shalt be 
gathered to thy grave in peace ; and 
thine eyes shall not see all the evil 
which I will bring upon this place. 
And they brought the king word again. 

CHAPTER XXin. 

the king sent, and they gather- 
ed to him all the elders of Judah 
and of Jerusalem. 

2 And the king went up into the 
House of the Lord, and all the men 
of Judah and all the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem with him, and the priests, 
and the prophets, and all the people, 
both small and great. And he read 
in their ears all the words of the Book 
of the Covenant which was found in 
the House of the Lord. 

3 And the king stood upon the 
pillar, and made a covenant before 
the Lord, to walk after God, and to 
keep his commandments ^nd his testi- 
monies and hi» statutes with all their 
heart and all their soul, to perform 
the words of this covenant that were 
written in this book. And he made 
all the people stand to the covenaot. 

4 And the king commanded Hilkiah 
the high priest, and the priests of the 
second order, and the keepers of the 
door, to bring forth out of the Temple 
of the Lord all the vessels that were 
made for Baal, and for Ashera, and 
for all the host of the heavens ; and 
he burned them without Jerusalem in 



the fields of the Kidron, and carried 
the ashes of them to Beth-el. 

5 And he put down the idolatrous 
priests, whom the kings of Judah had 
ordained, that incense might be burn- 
ed in the High Places in the cities of 
Judah, and in the places round about 
Jerusalem, even them that burned in- 
cense to Baal, to the sun, and to t^e 
moon, and to the signs of the Zodiac, 
and to all the host of the heavens. 

6 And he brought out the image of 
Ashera from the House of the Lord, 
without Jerusalem, unto the valley of 
Kidron, and burned it in the valley 
of the Kidron, and stamped it smaU 
to powder, and cast the powder there- 
of upon the graves of the children of 
the people. 

7 And he brake down the houses of 
abomination, that were by the House 
of the Lord, where the women wove 
tents for Ashera. 

8 And he brought all the priests 
out of the cities of Judah, and defiled 
the High Places where the priests had 
burned incense, from Geba to Beer- 
sheba, and brake down the High 
Places at the city gates, even that 
which was at the entrance of the gate 
of Joshua the governor of the city, 
which was on a man's left hand at 
the gate of the city. 

9 Nevertheless the priests of Uie 
High Places came not up to the altar 
of the Lord in Jerusalem, but they 
did eat of the unleavened bread 
among their brethren. 

10 And he defiled TopheUi, which 
is in the valley of the children of 
Hinuom, that no man might make his 
son or his daughter to pass through 
the fire to Molech. 

11 And he took away the [images 
of] horses that the kings of Judah had 
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given to the San, at the entering in 
of the House of the LoBD, near the 
chamber of Nathan-melech the cham- 
berlain, which \ras in the sabnrbs [or 
lower city], and bnrned the chariots 
of the San with fire. 

12 And the altars that were on the 
roof of the upper chamber of Ahaz, 
which the kings of Judah made, and 
the altars which Manasseh had made 
in the two courts of the House of the 
Lord, did the king beat down, and 
brake them down from thence, and 
cast the dust of them into the valley 
of the Kidron. 

13 And the High Places that were 
before Jerusalem, which were on the 
right hand of the Mount of Corrup- 
tion [or of Olives], which Solomon 
the king of Israel had builded for 
Ashtaroth the abomination of the 
Sidonians, and for Chemosh the 
abomination of the Children of Am- 
mon, did the king defile. 

14 And he brake in pieces the 
images, and cut down the groves of 
Ashera, and filled their places with 
the bones of men. 

15 Moreover the altar that was at 
Beth-el, at the High Place which 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who 
made Israel to sin, had made, both 
tliat altar and the High Place he 
brake down, and burned the High 
Place, and stamped it small to pow- 
der, and burned the grove of Ashera. 

16 And as Josiah turned himself, 
he saw the* sepulchres that were there 
•on the mount, and sent, and took the 
bones out of the sepulchres, and 
burned them upon the altar, and 
polluted it, according tp the word of 
the LoBD which the mac of Grod 
proclaimed, who proclaimed these 
words [1 Kings, xiii. 2]. 



17 Then [Josiah] said, What grave- 
stone is that that I see ? And the 
men of the city told him, It is the 
sepulchre of ihe man of God, who 
came from Judah, and proclaimed 
these things that thou hast done 
agabst the altar of Beth-el. 

18 And he said, Let him alone ; let 
no man move his bones. So they let 
his bones alone, with the bones of the 
prophet of Both-el. 

19 And all the houses also of the 
High Places that were in the cities of 
Samaria, which the kings of Israel 
had made to call forth wrath, Josiah 
took away, and did to them according 
to all acts that he had done in Beth-el. 

20 And he burned men's bones upon 
the Hi^ Places, and returned to Je- 
rusalem. 

21 And the king commanded all the 
people, saying. Keep the Passover 
unto tiie LoBD your God, as it is 
written in this Book of the Covenant. 

22 Surely there was not holden such 
a passover from the days of the 
Judges that judged Israel, nor in all 
the days of the kings of Israel and . 
kings of Judah, as when in the eigh- 
teenth year of king Josiah [B. C. 
624], this passover was holden to God 

i n Jerusalem. 

23 Moreover those that had fa- 
miliar spirits, and the wizards, 
and the Teraphim [or images], and 
the filthy idols, and all the abomina- 
tions that were seen in the land of 
Judah and in Jerusalem, did Josiah 
put away, so that he might perform 
the words of the law which were 
written in the Book that HiUdah the 
Priest found in the House of the 

LOBD. 

24 And like unto him was there no 
king before him, that turned to the 
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Lord with all his heart, and wit^ 
all his soul, and with all his might, 
according to all the Law of Moses ; 
neither after him arose there any like 
him. 

25 Now the rest of the acts of Jo- 
siah, and all that he did, are they 
not written in the Book of the Chron- 
ides of the kings of Jadah? 

26 In his days Pharaoh Nechoh 
king of Egypt went np against the 
king of Assyria to the river Euphrates. 
And king Jodah went against him. 
And [Nechoh] slew him at Megiddo, 
when he had seen him. 

27 And his servants carried him in 
a chariot dead from Megiddo, and 
brought him to Jerusalem, and buried 
him in his own sepulchre. And the 
people of the land took Jehoahas the 
son of Jodah, and anointed him, and 
made him king in his father's stead. 

28 Jbhoahaz was twenty and three 
years old when he began to reign [B. 
C. 610] ; and he reigned three months 
in Jerusalem. And his mother's 
name was Hamutal, the daughter of 
Jeremiah of Libnah. 

29 And he did evil in the si^t of 
the Lord, according to all that his 
fathers had done. 

30 And Pharaoh Nechdi put him 
in bands at Riblah in the land of Ha- 
math, that he might not reign in Je- 
rusalem ; and put a fine upon the 
land of a hundred Kikars of silver, 
and a Kikar of gold. 

31 And Pharadi Nechoh made 
Eliakim the son of Josiah king in the 
room of Josiah his father. (And he 
turned his name to Jehoiakim.) And 
he took Jehoahaz away. And he 
came to Egypt, and died there. 

32 And Jbhoiakim gave the silver 
and the gold to Pharaoh; but he 



taxed the land to give the money ao- 
cording to the command of Pharaoh. 
He exacted the silver and the gold of 
the people of the land, of every one 
according to his taxation, to give it to 
Pharaoh Nechoh. 

33 Jehoiakim was twenty and five 
years old when he began to reign [B. 
C. 610] ; and he reigned eleven years 
in Jerusalem. And his mother's 
name was Zebudah, the daughter of 
Pedaiah of Rumah. 

34 And he did evil in the sight of 
God, according to all that his fathers 
had done. 

^ CHAPTER XXIV. 

TN his days Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim 
became his servant for three years ; 
then he turned and rebelled against 
him. 

2 And the LoBD sent against him 
bands of the Ohaldees, and bands <^ 
the Syrians, and bands of the Moa- 
bites, and bands of the Children of 
Ammon, and sent them against Ja- 
dah to destroy it, according to the 
word of the LoBD, which he spake 
by the hand of his servants the pro- 
phets. 

3 Surely at the command of the 
LoBD came this upon Judah, to re- 
move them from before his face, for 
the sins of Manasseh, according to i^ 
that he did ; 

4 And also for the innocent blood 
that he shed ; for he filled 'Jerusalem 
with innocent blood ; which the LoBD 
would not pardon. 

5 Now tiie rest of the acts of Je- 
hoiakim, and all that he did, are they 
not written in the Book of the Chron- 
icles of the kings of Judah ? 

6 So Jehoiakim slept with his fa- 
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th^rs ; and Jehoiachin his son reigned 
in bisBtead. 

7 And the king of Egypt came not 
again any more out of his land ; .for 
the king of Babylon had taken from 
the valley of Lowe^ Egypt unto the 

I river Euphrates all that had pertained 
to the king of Egypt 

8 jEHOliOHiN was eighteen years 
old when he began to reign [B. 0. 
600], and he reigned in Jerusalem 
three months. And his motber's 
name was Nehusta, the daughter of 
Elnathan of Jerusalem. 

9 And he did evil in the sight of 
ihe Lord, according to all that his 
father had done. 

10 At that time the servants of Ne- 
budiadnezzar king of Babylon came 
up against Jerusalem, and the city 
was besieged. 

11 And Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon came against the city, and 
Us servants did besiege it. 

12 And Jehoiadlun the king of Ju- 
dnh went out to the king of Babylon, 
he, and his inother, and his servants, 
and his princes, and his chamberlains; 
tL3od the king of Babylon took him in 
the eighth. year of his [Nebuchadnez- 
lar's] reign. 

13 And he carried out thence all 
the treasures of the House of the 
Lord, and ihe treasures of the king's 
house, and cut in pieses all the vessds 
of gold which Solomon king of I^ael 
had made in the Temple of the Lord, 
aa the Lord had said. 

14 And he carried away all Jerusa- 
l^n, and all the princes, and all the 
warriors of valour, even ten thousand 
oaptives, and all the carpenters and 
smiths. None remained, save the 
poorest sort of the people of the land. 

15 And he carried away Jehoiachin 



to Babylon, and the king's mother, 
and the king's wives, and his cham- 
berlains, and the mighty of the land, 
those carried he into captivity from 
Jerusalem to Babylon. 

16 And the king of Babylon made 
Mattaniah his father's brother king 
in his stead. And he changed his 
name to Zedekiah. 

17 Zedekiah was twenty and one 
years old when he began to reign [B. 
C. 599], and he reigned eleven years 
in Jerusalem. And his mother's 
name was HamutsU, t^e daughter of 
Jeremiah of Libnah. 

18 And he did evil in the eyes of 
the Lord, according to all that Je- , 
hoiakim had done. 

19 For through the anger of the 
Lord itcame to pass on Jerusalem 
and Judah, until he had cast them 
out from his presence, that Zedekiah 
rebelled against the king of Babylon. 

CHAPTER XXV. 

A ND it came to pass in the ninth 
year of his reign [B. C. 591], in 
the tenth month, on the tenth day of 
the month, that Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon came, he, and all hi» 
army, against Jerusalem, and en- 
camped against it. And they built a 
line of forts against it round abqut. 

2 And the city was besieged until 
tli;e eleventh year of king Zedekiah 
[B. C. 589]. 

3 And on the ninth day of the 
[fourth] month the limine i»revailed 
in the dty, and there was no bread 
for the people of the land. 

4 Then the city was broken up, and 
all the men of war [fled] by night by 
the way of the gate between the two 
walls, which is by the king's garden ; 
(now the Chaldees were against the 
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«ity round about;) and [Zedekiah] 
went by the way of the Barren Valley. 

5 And the army of the Chaldees 
pursued after the king, and overtook 
bim in the barren plains of Jericho ; 
and all his army was scattered from 
iiim. 

6 Then they took the king, and 
brought him up to the king of Baby- 
ion to Riblah ; and they gave judg- 
ment upon him. 

7 And they slew the sons of Zede- 
idah before his eyes. And he put 
out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound 
him with fetters of copper, and car- 
ried him to Babylon. 

8 And in the fifth month, on the 
seventh day of the month, which is 
the nineteenth year of king Nebu- 
chadnezzar king of Babylon [B. C. 
589], came Nebuzar-adan, captain 
of the guard, a servant of Uie king of 
Babylon, to Jerusalem. 

9 And he burned the House of the 
LoBD, and the king's house, and all 
the houses of Jerusalem, and every 
great man's house burned he with 
fire. 

10 And all the army of the 
Ghaldees, that were with ihe captain 
of the guard, brake down the walls 
of Jerusalem round about. 

1^ And the rest of the people that 
were left in the city, and the deser- 
ters that deserted to the king. of 
Babylon, with the rest of the rabble, 
did Nebuzar-adan the captain of the 
guard carry away captive. 

12 But the captain of the guard 
left part of the poor of the land to be 
vinedressers and husbandmen. 

13 And the pillars of copper that 
were in the House of God, and the 
basin-stands, and the copper water- 
cistern that was in the House of God, 



the Ghaldees brake in pieces, aad 
carried the copper of them to Babylon. 

14 And the pots, and the shovels, 
and the snuffers, and the [incense] 
ladles, and all the vessels of oopp^ 
wherewith they ministered, took they 
away. 

15 And of the censers, and the 
sprinkling buckets, of such as were 
of gold, the captain of the guard tock 
away the gold, and of such as were 
of jdlver, the silver. 

16 The two pillars, one water-cis- 
tern, and the basin-stands which So- 
lomon had made for the House of 
God ; the copper of all these vessels 
was without weight. 

17 And the captain of the guard 
took Seraiah the chief priest, and 
Zephaniah the second priest, and the 
three keepers of the door. 

18 And out of the city he took a 
chamberlain who had the clmi^ of 
the men of war, and five men of them 
(hat waited upon the king^s presence, 
who were found in the city, and the 
scribe the captain of the host, who 
mustered the people of the land, and 
sixty men of tiie people of the hind 
that were found in the city. 

19 And Nebuzar-adan captain of 
the guard took these, and brought 
them to the l^g of Babylon to Riblah. 

20 And th?king of Babylon smote 
them, and slew them at Blblah in the 
land of Hamath. So Judah was 
carried away out of their land. 

21 And as for the people that re- 
mained in the land of Judah, whom 
Nebuchadnezzar king of -Babylon had 
left, even over them he made Gbda- 
LiAH the son of Ahikimi, the son of 
Shaphan, governor. 

22 And when all the captaiiis of 
the armies, they and their men, heard 
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tliat the king of Babylon had made 
Oedaliah governor, there came to Ge- 
daJiah to Mizpah, even Ishmael the 
0on of Methaniah, and Johanan the 
Bon of Kareah, and Seraiah the son 
ot Tanhnmeth the Netophathite, and 
Jaazaniah the son of a MaachaUiite, 
they and th^ men. 

23 And Gedaliah sware to them, 
snd to their men, and said to them, 
Fbar not to be the servants of the 
Cfhaldees. Dwell in the land, and 
serve the king of Babylon, and it will 
be well with you. 

2i But it came to pass in the seventh 
Dionth, Uiat Ishmael the son of Ne- 
thaniah, the son of Klishama, of royal 
descent, came, and ten men with him, 
and smote Gedaliah, that he died, and 
the Jews and the Chaldees that were 
with turn at Mizpah. 

25 And all the people, both small 
•adgreaty and Uie captains of the 



armies, arose, and went to Egypt ; 
for they were afraid of the Chaldees. 

26 And it oamb to pass in the 
seven and thirtieth year of the cap- 
tivity of Jehoiachin kiag of Jndah 
[B. C. 564], in the twelfth month, on 
the seven and twentieth day of the 
month, that Evilmerodach king of 
Babylon, in the year that he began to 
reign, lifted up the head of Jehoiachin 
king of Jndah oat of his prison. 

27 And he spake kindly to him, 
and set his throne above the throne 
of the kings that were ^th him in 
Babylon ; 

28 And changed his prison gar- 
ments. And he did eat bread con* 
tinnally in his presence all the days 
of his life. 

29 And his allowance was a con- 
tinoal allowance given him from the 
king, a daily rate on its day, all tho 
days of hb life. 
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CHAPTER I. 

fJOW IN !mB FI&8T YIIA» of CyrUB 

^^ king of Persia [B. C, 68% that 
the word of the Lobd by the month 
of Jeremiah [ch. xxix. 10] mi^t be 
fulfilled, the LoBD Btinred xip the 
spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that 
he made a proclamation throughout 
all his kingdom, and put it also in 
writing, saying, 

2 Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, 
31ie Eternal the God of heaven hath 
given me all the kingdoms of the 
earth ; and he hath diarged me to 
build fbr him the House at Jerusalem^ 
which is in Judah. 

3 Whoever there is among you of 
all his people, may his God be with 
him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah, and build the 
House of the Eternal the God of Is- 
rael, (he is God, ) which is in Jerusalem. 

4 And whosoever is left in any place 
where he sojoumeth, let the men of 
his place help him with silver, and 
with gold, and with goods, and 
with cattle, beside the freewill offer- 
ing for the House of God that is in 
Jerusalem, 

6 Then rose up the chief of the 
fathers of Judah and Benjamin, and 
the priests of the Levites, with all 
them, whose spirit God had stirred 
up, to go up to build the House of 
the Lord which is in Jerusalem. 

6 And all they that were about them 
strengthened their hands with vessels 



of silver, and gold, with goods,^ and 
with cattle, and with precious thing0; 
beside all that was willingly offeredL 

7 And Cyrus the king brought forth 
the vessels of the House of theLosp^ 
which Nebuchadnezzar had brought 
forth out of Jerusalem, and had pat 
them in the house of his gods ; 

8 Even those did Cyrus king of 
Persia bring forth by the hand of 
Mithredath the treasurer, and num- 
bered them unto Sheshbazzar [or Ze- 
rubbabel], the Prince of Judabu 

9 And this is the number of them ; 
thirty dishes of gold, a thousand 
di^es of silver, nine and twen^ 
knives, thirty covered cups of gold, 
silver covered cups of a second sort 
four hundred and ten, and other ves- 
sels a thousand. 

10 All the vessels of gold and of 
silver were five thousand and four 
hundred. All these did Sheshbazzar 
bring up with them of the oaptivitj^ 
that went up from Babylon to Jerusa- 
lem, 

CHAPTER II. 

J^OW [the number of the men of lift 
people of Israel that went up out 
the captivity of Babylon, to return to 
Jerusalem and Judah]; the whole as- 
sembly together that came with Zerub- 
babel and Jeshua, was forty two thou- 
sand three hundred and sixty, beside 
their servants, and their handmaids, 
of whom there were seven thousand 
three hundred thirty and seven. 
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2 And there were among tbem two 
hundred mnging men and singing 
women. Their horses were .seven 
hundred thirty and six ; their mules, 
two hundred forty and five; their 
camels, four hundred and thirty and 
five ; their asses, six thousand seven 
hundred and twenty. 

3 And some of the chief o^ the 
fathers, when they came to theHoude 
of the LoBD which is at Jerusalem, 
offered freely for the House of Gtod 
to set it up in its place ; they gave 
alter their ability unto the treasure 
of the work sixty and one thousand 
Bancs {or pounds sterling] of gold, 
and fire thousand Minahs [or 11,000 
pounds' weight] of silver, and one 
hundred priests' under-ooats. 

4 So the priests, and the Levites, 
and some of the people, and the sing- 
ers, and the gate-keepers, and the 
Nethinim, [or Temple-servants] dwelt 
{H their cities, and all Israel in th^r 
cities. 

CHAPTER m. 

^ND WHEN THE SEVENTH MONTH 

was come, and the children of Is- 
rael were in the cities, the people 
gathered themselves together as one 
dian to Jerusalem. Then rose up 
^eshua tlie son of Jozadak, and his 
brethren the priests, and Zerubbabel 
the son of SheaiUel, and his brethren, 
and builded t^e Altar of the God of 
Israel, tooffler up burnt offerings there- 
on, as it is written in the Law of Mo- 
ses Uie man of God. 

2 And they built the Altar on its 
foundations ; for fear was upon them 
because of the peoples of the coun- 
tricB. And they offered up offerings 
thereon unto the LoBD, burnt offer- 
ings morning and evening. And 



they kept the Feast of Tabernacles^ 
as it is written, and offered the daily 
burnt offerings by number, according 
to the ordinance, each day's number 
in its own day. 

3 And afterward they offered up the 
continual burnt offering, both of the 
new moons, and of all the solemn 
feasts of the Lord that were made 
holy, and for every one that willingly 
offisred a freewill offering unto the 
Lord. From the first day of tlie 
seventh month began they to offer 
burnt offerings unto the Lord. But 
the foundation of the Temple of the 
Lord was not laid. 

4 Now they gave money to the 
masons, and to the carpenters ; and 
food, and drink, and oil, to them of 
Zidon, and to them of Tyre, to bring 
cedar t^:'ees from Lebanon to the sea 
coast of Joppa, according to the grant 
that they had from Cyrus king of 
Persia. 

5 And in the second year of their 
coming to the House of God at Je- 
rusalem, in the second month, began 
Zerubbab^ the son of Shealtiel, and 
Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and the 
remnant of their brethren the priests 
and t^e Levites, and all th^ that 
were come out of the captivity unto 
Jerusalem ; and they appointed the 
Levited from twenty years old and 
upward, to set forward the work of 
the House of the Lord. 

6 Then stood Jeshua with his sons, 
and his brethren, Kadmiel and his 
8(ms, the sons of Judah [or Hodavi- 
1^] as one man, to set forward the 
workmen in the House of God ; the 
sons of Hendad, with their sons and 
their brethren the Levites. 

7 And when the builders laid the 
foundation of the Temple of the 
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LoBD, tkey set prieate in their ap- 
parel with trattp^, and the Levites 
the sons of Aaaph with cymbals^ to 
praise the LoBD, after the ordinance 
of David king of Israel And they 
sang together by courses in inraising 
and giving thanks to the Load ; for 
he t8 good^ for his kindness endAir- 
eth forever toward Israel And all 
the people shoated with a great 
shont, when they praised the LoBDi 
beeanse the foundation of the House 
of the LoBD was laid. 
8 And many of the priests and Le- 
vites and chief of the fathers, who 
were old men, that had seen the 
former House, when the foundation 
of this House was laid before their 
eyes, wept with a loud voiee ; and 
many shouted aloud for joy ; so that 
the people shouted with a loud shout, 
and the noise was heard afar off. 

CHAPTER IV. 

^OW WHEN THB ADYERSABIBS OF 
Judah and Benjamin heard that 
the children of the ca^Htivity were 
building the Temple unto the LoBD the 
God of Israel; then they came to 
Zerubbabel and to the chief of the 
fathers, and said to them, Let us 
build with you; for we enquire of 
your G-od, as ye do ; and we have 
sacrifiiced unto him since the days of 
Esar-haddon king of Asatyria, who 
brought us up hither. 
2 But Zerubbabel, and Jeahua, 
and the rest of the chief of 
the fathers of Israel, said to them, 
Ye have nothing to do with us to 
build the House unto our Gbd ; but 
we ourselves alone will build unto the 
Lord the G-od of Israel, as kiag Cy- 
rus the king of Persia hath command- 
ed us. 
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3 Then the people of the land weft* 
kened the haii^ of ii» people oi Jn* 
dah, and troubled them while buikit 
ing, and hired counsellors agaiast 
them, to defeat thar purpose, ftll te 
days <^ Cyrus king of Persia, evsn 
until the reign of Dariusking of Fmt^ 
sia. 

4 Am) IN THE BEION OF AhASUS* 

Bua [or Cambyses],, in the beginnnig 
of hk reign [B. C. 529], wrote 1^ 
an accusation against the inhabit^ 
ants of Judah and Jerusal^n; even 
in the di^ oi Artaxerxes wrote 
Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel, and the 
rest of their eompanions, to Artaxer- 
xes king of Persia ; and the writing (rf 
the letterwas written in Syriac letters, 
and translated in the Syriac tongue. 

5 Rehum the keeper of the decrees 
and Shimshai the scribe wrote « PuB^ 
Lio Lbttbb against JerusaleoL ti 
Artaxerxes [or Cambyses] the king k 
this manner. This is the copy of;thd 
public letter that they sent to him. 

Unto Artaxerxes the king; thy ser^ 
vants the men beyond the Riy^, 
and so forth. 

6 Be it known to the king, that 
the Jews who came up fieoai 
near thee to us are cjme to J«> 
rusalem, and are building die reheltt- 
oiis and the bad city, and are emu* 
pleting its walls, and repairing the 
foundations. Be it known m>w to the 
king, that, if thb city be buikled, and 
the walls be completed, then will 
they not pay custom, tribute, and 
road-ser?ice, and in the end thou 
wilt bring loss upon the kings. 

7 Now because we have salt [or 
maintenance] from the palace, audit 
is not meet for us to see the king's 
dishonour, therefore have we sent and 
certified the king ; so that search be 
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BEwde intiie book of the records of 
&j ftithenr ; so shale thou find in the 
book of die records, and know that 
iMa city is a rebellions city, andhiirt- 
M to. kings and provinces, and that 
tliey hare made seditlofl within the 
same of old tim^ ; for which cause 
was this city destroyed. We certify 
tbe king that, if iMs city be builded 
again, and its walls completed, by thid 
means thou wifH* have no portion be- 
yond the River [Euphrates]. 
8 The king sent answer. 

Onto Rehum the keeper of the de- 
crees, and to Shimshai the scribe, 
' and to the rest of their com- 
panions t^at dwell in Samaria, 
and to the rest beyond the River, 
an^ 90 forth. 
d The letter which ye sent to us 
hath been plkinly read before me. 
And oi myself I made a decree, and 
seaTch hath been made, and it is 
foand that this city of old time hath 
made insunre<ition against kings, and 
tiiat rebellion and sedition have been 
made tlierein. ' There have been 
mighty kin^ also over Jerusalem, 
who hav« ruled over all the countries 
beyond the River ; and custom, 
ioribute, and road-service was paid to 
Ihem. Make ye now a decree to 
mom these men to cease, and that 
ihe dty be not builded, until a de- 
cree shall be made by myself. Take 
heed now that ye fail not to do this ; 
why should damage grow to the hurt 
el the kmgs ? 

10 Now v^hen the copy of king At- 
taxerxes' letter was read before Re- 
hum, and Shimshai the scribe, and 
their companions, t^ey went up in 
haste to Jerusalem to the Jews, and 
made ihem to cease by strength of 
wtm and by power. 



11 Then ceased the work of the- 
House of God which is at Jeru- 
salem. So it ceased until the 
second year <^ the beion ofDabius 
king of Persia. 

CHAPTER V. 

'PHEN [B. C. 630] the prophets, 
Haggai the prophet, and Zechariah 
the son of Iddo, prophesied to the 
Jews that were in Judah and Jerusa- 
lem in the name of the God of Israel, 
even to ihem. 

2 Then arose up Zerubbabel 
the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua 
the son of Jozadak, and began to 
build the House of God which is at 
Jerusalem ; and with them were the 
prophets of God helpihg them. 

3 At the same time came to them 
Tatnai the Pacha [or governor] be- 
yond the River, and Shethar-bCKsnai, 
and their companions, and said thus 
to them. Who hath made a decree 
for you to build this House, and to 
complete this wall? 

4 Then we told them in like man- 
ner what were the names of the men 
that were making t^is building. 

6 But the eye of their God 
was upon the elders of the Jews 
that those men could not cause them 
to cease till a decree of Darius came;^ 
and then they returned answer by let- 
ter concerning this. 

6 The copy of the public lettbb 
that Tatnai, the Pacha beyond the 
River, and Shethar-boznai, and his 
companions the ApharSachites, who 
were beyond the River, sent to Darius 
the king. They sent a letter to him, 
wherein was written thus ; 

Unto Darius the king, all peace. 

7 Be it known to the king, that we 
went into the province of Judah, to 
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the House of tbe great GU>d, which 
is being builded *mth great stones^ 
and timber is being laid in the walls,^ 
and this work goeth on fast, and 
prospereth in their hands. ^ 

8 Then asked we those elders, and 
said to them thus, Who made a de- 
cree for you to build this House^ and 
to complete these walls ? We asked 
their names also, to certify thee, that 
we might write the names of the men 
that were the chief of them. And 
thus they returned us answer, saying. 
We are the servants of the God olf 
heaven and earth, and are building 
the House that was builded these 
many years ago, which a great king 
of Israel builded and completed. But 
after that our fathers had provoked 
the God of heaven unto wxath, he 
gave them into the hand of Nebu- 
chadnezzar the king of Babylon, the 
Qhaldeap, who destroyed this house, 
and carried the people away to Baby- 
lon. 

9 But in the first year of Cyrus the 
king of Babylon the same king Cyrus 
made a decree to build this House of 
God. And the vessds also of gold 
and silver of the House of God, 
which Nebuchadnezzar took out of the 
Temple that was in Jerusalem, and 
carried them into the temple of Baby* 
Ion, those did Cyras the king takp out 
of the temple of Babylon, and they 
were delivered to one» whose name 
was Sheshbazzar [or Zerubbabel], 
whom he had made Pacha ; and sa»i 
to him. Take these vessels, go, place 
them in the Temple that is in Jerusa- 
lem, and let the house of God be 
builded in its place. 

10 Then came the same Shesh- 
bazzar, and laid the foundation 
of the House of God which is 



in Jerusalem ; and since that time 
even unto now hath it been in boild- 
ing, and yet it is not finished. 

11 Now therefore 4f it seem good to 
the king, let there be seardi made in. 
the king's treasure house, whbh is 
there at Babylon, whether it be so, 
that a decree was made by Cyrus the 
king to build this House of God at 
Jerusalem, and let the king send his 
pleasure to us concerning this matter^ 

CHAPTER VI. 

J'HEN Darius the king made a 

DBOBBE, [saying] 
Whereas search hath been made in 
the house of the writings, where the 
treasures are laid up in Babylon, and 
there hath been found at AcKmetha 
[or Egbatana], in the palace that is in 
the province of the Modes, a roll, 
and therein is a record thus writt^ ; 

2 In the first year of Cyrusjthe kii^, 
the same Cyrus the king made a de- 
cree concerning the House of God at 
Jerusalem, — ^Let the House be build- 
ed, the Place where they offered saori- 
ficce, and let its foundations be 
strongly laid; its height sixty cubitp, 
and its breadth sLsty cubits : [let the 
Great Court be inclosed with] tliinee 
rows of great stones, and a row of 
new timber ; and let the expenses be 
given out of the king's house ; tJti 
also let the golden and silver vessels 
of the House of God, which Nelm* 
chadnezzar took forth out of the tem- 
ple which is at Jeiusalem, and brought 
to Babyl(m, be restored and brought 
again to the Temple which is at Jeru- 
salem, each to its place, and plaoe 
them in the House of God. 

3 Now therefore ye, Tatnai the Pa- 
cha beyond the River, Shethar-boi- 
nai, and your companions the Aphar- 
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Bachite^, wb^o are b^pnd the Biver, 
be ye f^ from tfienoe. Let alone 
the work of this Qouse of Ood ; let 
the Pacha of the Jews and the elders 
pf the Jews build this House of God 
ipitsplape. 

4, Moreover of myself I made a de- 
^^ree as to what ye shall do to the el- 
ders of these Jews for the building 
pi this House of Ood ; that out oi 
iheUng's goodSy which are out of the 
taribute beyond the River, forthwith 
expenses be given to these men, that 
ihey be not hindred. 

5 And that which they have 
pe^d. of, both young bullocks, 
mid rams, and lambs for the 
burnt offerings to the Ood of heaven, 
^beatf salt, wine, and oil, accordix^ 
to tbe appointment of the priests who 

£3 at Jerusalem, let it be given them 
y by dajr without fail: so that 

^ey may bring gifts of sweet savour 
(9 the God of heaven, and pray for 

^.^(m life of the king, and his sons. 

\6 Abo of myself I make a decree, 
pis^t whosoever shall alter this com- 
mand, let a beam be pulled down 
^C9Qi his house, and being set up, let 

^l^m be hanged thereon;, and let hb 

' hpiise be made a dunghill for this. 
Aod may the God that hath caused his 
name to dwell there overthrow all 
kings and people that shall put their 
himi to alter and to destroy this 
House of God which is at Jerusalem. 
I Darius have made the decree ; let 
it be done with speed, 

7 Then Tatnai the Pacha beyond 
the River Shethar-boznai, and their 
i)ompanions, according to that which 
Darius the king had sent, so did they 
speedily. And the elders of the 
JTews buildedf and they prospered 
^00^ the prophesying of Haggai 



the p];ophet^ and Zechariah the son of 
Iddo. And they builded and finish- 
ed it, according to the command of 
the God of Israel, and according .to 
the decree of Cyrus, and Darius, and 
Artaxerxes king of Persia. 

8 And this house was finished on 
the third day of the month Adar, 
which was in the sixth year of the 
reign of Darius the king [B. C. 5I6J. 
And the children of Israel, the priests, 
and the Levites, and the rest of the 
children of the captivity, kept the 
dedication of this House of God with 
joy, and brought as a gift at the de- 
dication of this House of God a hun- 
dred bullocks, two hundred rams, 
four hundred lambs; and for a sin of- 
fering for all Israel^ twelve he goats^ 
according to t^e number of the tribes 
of Israel. And they set the priests 
in their divisions and the Levites in 
their courses, for the service of God, 
which IB at Jerusalem ; as it is writ^ 
ten in the Book of Moses. 

9 And the children of the captivity 
kept the Passover upon the four- 
teenth day of the first montL Tfot 
the priests and the Levites were puri- 
fied together, all of thep were pure, 
and they killed the passover for all 
the children of the captivity, and for 
their brethren the priests, and for 
themselves. 

10 And the children of Israel, who 
were come back out of captivity, and 
all such as had separated themselves 
unto them from the filthiness of the 
G«jntiles of the land, to seek the LoBD 
the God of Isreal, did eat. And 
they kept the feast of Unleavened 
Bread seven days with joy ; for the 
Eternal had made them joyful, and 
turned the heart of the king of As- 
syria [Darius] unto them, to stren^e^i 
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dieir hands in the voik of the House 
of God, the God of Israel. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 



JOW after these tilings, in the 
BEiON OF Artaxbbxes pCerxes 
I.] king of Persia, the chief priest 
was EzBA, the son of Seraiah. This 
Ezra went up from Babylon ; and he 
was a ready scribe in the Law of Mo- 
ses, which the Lord the God of Is- 
rael had given ; and the king granted 
him all his request, because the hand 
of the Lord, his God was upon him. 
And there went up some of the chll- 
dien of Israel, and of the priests, and 
the Levites, and the singers, and the 
gate-keepers, and tiie Nathinim, unto 
Jerusalem, in the seventh year of Ar* 
taxcrxes the king [B. C. 479]. 

2 And he came to Jerusalem in the 
filth month, which was in the seventh 
year of the king. For on the first 
day of the first month begiin he to go 
up from Babylon, and on the first day 
of the fifth month came he to Jerusa- 
leoi, because the good hand of his 
God was upon him. For Ezra had 
prepared his heart to seek the Law of 
tiie Lord, and to do it, and to teach 
in Israel the.statutes and judgments. 

3 Now this is the COPY OF the 
LETTER that king Artaxerxes gave to 
E^ra the priest, the scribe, even a 
scribe of the woids of the command- 
ments of the LoRl>, and of his statutes 
to Israel. 

4 Artaxerxes, king of kings,unto Ezra 

the priest, a scribe perfect in the 
law of the G^ of heaven, and so 
forth. 

5 Of myself I made a decree, that 
all they of the people of Israel, and 
of his priests and Levites, in my 
kingdom, who are minded of their 



own freewill to go up to Jenmlem^ 
do go with thee. Forasnmdi as thoo 
art sent from before the king, and fab 
seven counsellors, to inquire oonoero* 
ing Judah and Jerusalem, aoccMPdiilg 
to the Law of thy God whkdi is in 
thy hand ; and to carry thasBv^ and 
gold, which the king and his oomisd- 
lors have freely offered untQ the God 
of Israel, whose habitation is in Je* 
rusalem, and all the sOver and gold 
that thou canst find in alt the pt<h 
vince of Babylon, with the freewgi 
offering of the [Jewish] people, and tif 
the priests, who offer wiIHng}y for tibe 
House of their God whidi is in Jeru«* 
salem ; that thou mayest buy speedl^ 
ly with this money bulk)ck8, rknas; 
lambs, with their meal offerings and 
their drink offerings, and bring tiiem 
unto the Alt^r of the House ^f your 
God which is in Jerusalem. ' 

6 And whatsoever riiaS seem good 
to thee, and to thy b;rethren, to do 
with the rest of the silver and the 
gold that do after the will 6f your 
Gt>d. The vessels also that are ^m 
thee for the service of the Hoone of 
thy God, those do thou restore before 
the Otod of Jerusalem. And whatso* 
ever there shall be needful ioft this 
House of thy GFod, whidi thou fdisli 
have oc^caaon to bestow, bestow it ooi 
of the king's treasure house. 

7 Atid of myself I, Artsaerxes ilie 
king, do make a decree to all the 
treasurers who are beyond the Kver^ 
that whatsoever Ezra the priest, the 
scribe of the Law of the God of heav- 
en shall require of you, h be done 
speedily, unto a hundred Kikars [or 
hundred weights] of silver, and to a 
hundred Cors [or nine hundred busheb] 
of wheat, and to a hundred Batha [or 
seventy-five gallons] of wine, and to 
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a hnndrckl BaUis of o3, and salt 
in<lioiit meamu^. Whatsoever is 
oommanded bytheOod of heaven, 
l(Bt it be diligently done for the Hooee 
of the Qod of heaven ; for why Bhoald 
€here be wrath against the kingdom 
of the king and his sons ? 
8 Also we Certify yon, that tonching 
any of the priests and Levites, sing- 
era, doorkeepers, Nethinim, or senr- 
ittts of this House of God, it shaH 
not be lawful to impose enstom, trib- 
trte, or road-service, npon them. 
' 9 And thou, Eziti, after the wis- 
dofm of thy God, that is in thy hatidf, 
set magustrates and judges; whamay 
judge ^1 thy pe^pfo that are beyond 
the River, all such as know the laws 
of ihj €k)d ; -andi^ach ye them that 
know them not. And whosoever will 
not doihe bw of thy God, and Utie law 
of the king, let^^nt b^ etkmt'^ 
ed speedily upiotihhJi, #htther it be 
imto death, ^ to Mhtl^eM, tk to 
eenfbtetion dt ^gbodS, 6rtd ititi^H^CPn- 
ment • ^ ■ 

Id BlesaeOM iiiellferh^l tl^ m^'^ 
dot fathiEtt^, Vni6 ^M^ fjltit %#& 'k 
thing as thM hi the Mn^ hikh,' to 
beanttfy the fiEohsb ^imLmi^ wM«h 
ifrfaJemsaMtti'', 2IM teth ^tttecM 
kiktiine^ «i6 ni^ befits Ifte ^iiik^, iM 
his coohsgaidfifs, %lhd Vifc^ ^H «he 
king's mighty . prin<^. AM I i^itUl 
BtMtg^tm USktiik th^ %ftnd of the 
LdttD ihyOtid ^Ak upoft tde; HiiA I 
gathered toother e^M) ot Iltkel HHM 
men to j^ '^ ^^rith me. 
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^ND I gatfiebed them tbgether to 

this liver that runneih to Ahava ; 

and ihere abode ire itt tenia three 

dayfei ; akd I Vi^l^ tiM j^pte, and 



the priests, and f oufnd liiere none of 
the sons of Levi. , 

2 Then sent! for Eliezer, for Ariel, 
for Shemaiah, and for Elnathan, and. 
for Jarib, and for Zehariah, and for 
Meshttllam, chief men, men of 
understanding. And I sent them 
with command unto Iddo the chief at* 
the place Caspia, and told them what 
t^y should say to Iddo, and to his- 
brethren the Nethinim, at the plaoe 
Caspk, that Uiey should bring to us* 
ministers for the House of our God. 

3 And because of the good hand of 
our God upon us, ^ey brought us a 
man of undeistanding, of the sons of 
Mahli, the son of Levi, the son of Is- 
rael, even Bherebiah, W9th his sons and 
his brethren, eighteen ; and Hasha* 
biah, and with him Jeilhaiah of the- 
sons of Merari, his biHbren and their 
sons, twenty; also of the Nathinim^ 
whom David and the princes had 
^ven for the seMoe of the Levites^ 
two hundred and twenty Mathinim % 
sAl of them were appointed by name.. 

4< Then I proclaikned a fksit there, ai 
the river of Ahava, that we might 
kffiot ourselves bef cnre our God, to- 
seek from him a right way forus^ 
and f<Mr our little t>nes, and for aH 
our substance. Foir I was ashamed 
toai^ from the king la band of soldier » 
and horsemen to help us against the^ 
enemy in the way; because we had 
spoken to the king, saying. The hand 
of our God is upon all them ft'>r good 
that seek him; but his power and hia 
wrath is against all them that forsake 
him. So we fasted and besought our 
God for this ; and he was entreated 
toward us. 

5 Then I separated twelve of th e 
chief of the priests, Sherebiah 
Hashabiah, and ten of their brethren*' 
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with them, aad I weigli^d unto them 
the (diver, and the gold, and the vefh 
sels, the heave offering for the House 
of oar God, which the king and 
his oounseUoiB, and his lords, and all 
tsrael there present, had offered ; I 
«¥en weired unto their hand six 
hundred and fifty Kikars [or hundred 
weights] of ^ver, and silver vessels 
a hundred Kikars, Mid of gold a hun- 
dred Eikars; also twenty oov^ed 
oups of gold, of a thousand Darics ; 
aiui two vessels of fine yellow oopper 
[w brass], as preeious as gold. 

6 And I said to them, Ye are holy 
unto the Lo&D ; the vessels are holy 
also and the silver and the gold are «. 
beewUl o&ring to the Eternal the 
God of our fathers. Watch ye, and 
keep them, until ye weigh them he- 
lore the chief of the priestsaud the 
Levites, and chief of the fathers of 
Israel, at Jerusalem, in the chambers 
of the HiMiBe of God. So the priests 
and the Levites took the weight of 
the iulveie, and the gold, and ii» ves- 
«dis, to brii^ them to Jerusal^n un^ 
ihe house of our God, 

7 Then we departed from Uie riv^r 
Ahava on the twelfth day of tli^ first 
month, to go to Jerusalem ; and the 
liand of our God was upon U8» a^ 
bo delivMPod us from the hand of the 
tnemy^ andof such aa lay in wait by 
tho way. 

.8 And we came to Jerusalem, and 
dbode there three days. And on the 
fourth day was the silver aud the gold 
And the vessels weighed in the 
House of our God by the hand 
4>f Meremoth the son of Uriah the 
Priest ; and with him wasEleazar the 
«on of Phinehas: and with them was 
Jooabad the son of Jeshua, and 
Noadiah the son of Binnui, the Le* 



vites; by number and by weight of 
every one ; and all the weight was 
written at that time, 
9 Also the children of those that ' 
had been carried away^ who were 
come out from the captivity, brought 
burnt offerings to the Qod of Israel, 
ninety, and six rams, seventy and seven 
lambs, with twelve he goats for a sia 
offering; all this was a bunt offering 
unto the LoBP. And th^ delivered 
the king's decrees to the kixig*B Sa* 
traps [or lieutenants], and to the Pa- 
chas [or governor^ beyond the Rive^ 
[Euphrates]. And they furthered tiia 
people, and th^ House of God. 

CHAPTER IX. 

^OW when these t^ngs were fimsb- 
ed, the princes came to me, si^i' 
iugi The people oi Israel, and. th|^ 
priests, and the Levites, have i^ 
separated themselvesirom the pooplf^ 
of thelands, doing J^ccording to th^ 
alxmunations, even of the Canaauitej, 
the Moabites, the Egyptians, andl|)e 
Amorites* For thpy have takei^ sop^ 
of their daughters for^themselv^ 
and for thebr sons; . so that the ho^ 
tribe have mingled thiemselves wj|t]i 
the peopleji of the lands; yeis ,i^ 
hand of the princes and 3a^ms [sfr- 
viMits of Persia] hath hej^ ctjuef Jn 
his transgression. 

2 And wJtien I heard this thing, J 
fei^t my garment, and my mantl^ i^qi 
plucked (^ the hair of my head ,af(d 
of my beard, and sat down desdate. 
Then were assembled unto me eveiy 
one that trembled at the words of the 
God of Israel, because of the trans- 
gression of those that had been in 
cap^vity ; and I sat desolate until the 
evening meal offering. 

3 And at the evoning peal (Bering 
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X Mose up from afflteting myself; and. 
baviog rent my garment and my man* 
i^e, I fell upon my knees, and sptoad 
cat my bands unto the Eternal my 
Ood, and said, O my God, I am 
ashamed and blndi to lift up my face 
to thee, my God; f<Mr oar iniqnities 
are increased orer oar head, and our 
goUt is grown unto heaven. Since 
Ae days of our fathers have we been 
in great guilt unto this day ; and for 
<mr ini<]Mdes hare we, our kings, and 
our priests, been delivered into die 
bind of the kings of the lauds, to the 
sword, to captbity, and to plunder, 
and taoonfusionof face, as it is this 
day. 

4 And now for a little moment 
grace ha<^ been shewed from the 
LoBD our God, to leave us a remnant 
to escape, and to give us a tent-pin in 
his Holy Place, that our God may 
(^ lig^t to our eyes, «id give us a 
Httle revinng in our bondage. For 
fTD wera bondservants ; yet our God 
did: not forsake us in our bondage, 
but ^ctended kmdnesa to us in the 
aij^ of the kings of Persia, to give 
us a reviving, to set up ihe House of 
imx Grod, and to repdr the ruiaa 
thereof; and to give «a a wall fUi J«- 
dah and in Jerusalem. 
/ 5 And now, O our GimI, what i^ll 
we say alter this ? For we have for? 
aaken the commands, whidi thou hast 
commtindod by the hand of thy serv- 
ants and the prophets [Deut. vii. 1, 
xxiiL 6], saying, The land, uiMm which 
ye go to possess it, is an unclean land, 
with the uneleanness of the peoples ojf 
the lands, with their abominations, 
whidi have filled it from end to end 
with their filthiness. Now therefore 
give not your dav^fUera to their sons, 
neither take their dcmgh^erd to your 



sofMfy^^nor seek peace with Ihem or 
their goodwUlfor ever ; so that ye 
mi^ be strong, and eat the good of 
the land, and leave it for an inherit- 
ance to your children for ever. 
6 And after all that is come upon us 
for our evil deeds, ^nd for our great 
guilt, seeing that thou our God hast 
punished us less than our iniquities 
deserve, and hast given us such deliver- 
ance as Uiis ; should we i^in break 
thy commandments, and join in mar- 
riage with the peoples of these abomin- 
ations ? Wouldest not thou be angry 
with us till thou hadst consumed us, so 
that there should be no remnant nor 
eseaping ? O Eternal God of Israel, 
thou urt righteous ; for wo are left 
the escaped, as it is this day. Be- 
hold, we are before thee in our guilt ; 
for we cannot stand before thee be- 
causo of this. 

CHAPTER X. 

^OW whenBira had prayed, and 
when he had confessed, weeping 
and casting himself down before the 
House of God, there gathered them- 
selves te him out of Isradi a very 
great assembly *of men and women 
and cMklren l for the people wept a 
great weeping. 

2 And ShecJbaniah the son of Jehiel^ 
and the sons of Elaa, answered and 
said to Ezra, We have trespassed 
a^nst our God, and have taken 
foreign women of the peoples of the 
land to dwell With us. Yet them is 
hope in Israel conoermng this thing. 

3 Therefore let us make a cove- 
nant with our God to put away all 
the wives, and such as are bom of 
them, according to the counsel of my 
lord, and of those that tremble at 
the oommand of our God ; and let it 
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be done aooording to the Law. Arise; 
for this matter belottgeth.to ihee ; we 
ahK> will be with thee ; be of good 
courage, and do it. 

4 Then arose Eira, and Diade the 
dttef priests, the Levites, and all Is- 
rael to swear that they should do ao- 
oording to this word. And they sware. 

5 Then Ezra rose up from before the 
House of God, and went into theoham- 
her of JiAanan the son of Eliashib; and 
when he came thither, he did eat no 
bread, nor drink water; for he 
mourned over the ta^msgreesion of 
them that had been in captivity. 

6 And they made proolamaUon 
thron^out Judah and Jerusalem un- 
to all the children of the captivity, 
ihat they should gather themselves 
together to Jemsalem ; and that who^ 
soever would not come within three 
days, aooording to the counsel of the 
princes and the elders, all his sub- 
stance should be forfeited, and him- 
self sepamted from the assembly ot 
those that had been in captivity. 

7 Then all the men of Judah and 
Benjamin ga^ered themtelves to- 
gether unto Jemsdem within three 
days. It was the ainth month, and 
the twentieth day of the month ; and 
all the people sat in the Broad Pkce 
of the HotBe of Ood, trembling be- 
cause o( this matter, and for the 
great rain. 

8 And Esra the Priest rose up, and 
said to them, Ye have transgressed, 
and have taken foreign women to 
dwell with you, to increase ^e guilt 
of Israel. Now therefor^ make a 
confession unto the Lord the God of 
our fathers, and do hk pleasure; and 
separate yourselves from the peo^^es of 
the land, and from your fbreign.wives. 

9 Then all the assembly answered 



and said with a kmd voice, As thoa 
hast said, so must we do. But the 
people are many, and it is a time of 
nrach rain, and we are not able to 
stand outside, neitlier b this a work 
of one day or two; for we are many 
that have transgressed in this thing. 

10 Let now our mlers be set over all 
the assembly, and let all them that 
have taken foreign women to dwell 
with them in oar cities, ooeie at ap- 
pointed times, and with them the el- 
ders of every city, and the judgeS^ 
thereof, until, the fierce Wrath of our' 
Gk>d for this matter be turned fromtu».^ 

11 So Jonathan the son ^ Asahel 
and Jahaziah the son of Tikvah wer^ 
set over this mattw ; and ' Me^cdlan 
and ShaU>etiieel the Levile helped 
them. 

12 And the children of tdnxsaptivitf 
did so. And Bsra the priest, wit^ 
certain* chief ^ the fathers, aft^ the^ 
houte of their tMihers, and alt' ct 
them by their names were separated^' 
and satdowa on t^e^rsi^ky of thi 
tenth month to es^amine the matten* 

13 And by €he -first day of ihe fint 
nbonth they made air end of tlie mat^^ 
ter with all tl^ men tihal had tafcsn 
foreign women to dwell with €tusm* ' 

14 Andamongthesons^fthePrksto 
there ynke found some that hadteken 
foreign women to dwell wi^ them f 
il«mely,^f the sons of Je^ua the mm^ 
of Jozadak and his brethren ; Maa«d* 
iah, and EKeiser, and Jarib, and Gedib- 
lij4^» And they gave their hands thai 
they would put away their wives; and 
being guilty, they gave a ram of tht» 
fiock for th&r guilt. 

15 Also some of t^e Levites, of the 
Singers and of the Israelites had taken 
foreign wives ; and some of thmn had 
wives by whom they had children. 
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CHAPTER I. 

'PHE W0BD9 OF N£HBMI^ tbe 80Q 
of Hachaliah. 
Now it caine to pass in the month 
CSiislev, in th^ twentieth year [of Ar- 
If^erxes Longimanus, B. 0. 445] as 
I was in Susa the royal city, that 
^IIQMU, one of my brethven came, he 
and certain men of Judah ; and I 
asked them conoerning the Jews that 
had escaped, who were left of the 
captivity, and concerning Jerusalem. 

2 And they said to me, The rem- 
iiantt that are left of the captivityr 
tbere ia the Province [of Judah] are 
in great section and reproach; the 
Wf^U of Jerusalem also js broken 
drOwn, and the gs^ioa are burned with 

3 And it came to pass, wheal heard 
these words, that I sat down and 
vepty and mourned some days ; 'and 
I fosted, ai»d prayed before the &od 
#f heav^, and said, I beseech thee, 

Eternal Gtod of heaven, grei^ 
and terribb God, that keepest cove- 
oant and kindness for them Uiat love 
him and observe his commandments: 

4t Let thine ear now be attentive, 
and thine eyes open, that thou may- 
«st hearken to the prayer of thy serv- 
ant which I pray before thee now, 
day and night, for the children of Is- 
rael thy servants, and I confess the 
ttns of the children of Israel, which 
wo have sinned against thee. Both 

1 and my father's house have sinned* 



5 We have dealt very corruptly 
against thee, and have not kept the 
commandments, nor the statutes, nor 
tho Judgment, which thou comman- 
dedst thy servant Moses. 

6 Remember, I beseech thee, the 
word tliat thou oommandedst thy serv- 
ant Moses, saying, Jff ye tramsgr^ 
I mU sccUUr you abroad among the 
peoples; but if ye turn to me, and 
keep vny commaridmentSj emd do 
thm>; though some of you be east out 
tmto the uUermost part of the heavens 
yet mil I gather them from thenee, 
and vhU bring thetn to the Place that 
I have chosen to cause my nam^ to 
dwell there. 

7 Now these are thy servants and 
thy people, whom thou didst redeem 
by the great power, and thy strong 
hand. O Lord, I beseech thee, let 
now thine ear be attentive to the 
prayer ^ thy servant, and to the 
prayer of thy servants, who delight to 
fear thy name; and prosper, I pray 
thee, thy servant this day, and grant 
him to find mercy in the sight of this 
man. For I was the king's cupbearer. 

CHAPTER IL 
jl^ND it came to pass in tbe n^nth of 
Nisan, in the twentieth year of 
Artazerxes that wine was before him; 
and I took up the wine, and gavo it to 
die king. Now I luUi not been be- 
fore time sad in his presence. 
2 Thearefore the king said to m^ 
Why is thy countenance aad, seeing 
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thoa art not siok? This is nothing 
else but sorrow of heart. Then I was 
very sore afraid, and said to the king, 
Let the king live for ever. Why 
shoold not my coontenance l>e sad, 
when the city, the house of my fa- 
ther's sepulchres, lieth waste, and its 
gates are consumed with -fire ? 

3 Then the king said to me. For 
what then dost thou make request? 
So I prayed to the God of heaven. 
And I said to the kii^, If it i^ease 
the king, and if thy servant have 
found favour in thy idi^t, that thou 
wouldest s^nd me to Judah, to the 
oity of my father's sepulohreSi that I 
may build it up. 

4 And the king said to me, (the 
queen also sitting beside him,) For 
how long a time shall the journey be, 
and when wilt thou return ? So it 
pleased the king, to send me, and I 
gave him a fixed time. 

5 Moreover I said to the king, If it 
please the king, let royal letters be 
given me to the Pachas [or governors] 
beyond the Biver [Euphrates] that 
they may convey me forwiurd till I 
come into Judah ; and a royal letter 
to Asaph the keeper of the king's 
forest, that he^may give me timber to 
make beams for the gates of the cita- 
del which belongeth to the House that 
I am going to. And the king gave 
them to me, because the good hand of 
my God was upon me. 

6 Then I came to the Pachas be- 
yond the RivOT, and gave to them the 
king's royal letters. Now the king 
had sent captains of the army 
and horsemen with me. 

7 When Sanballat the Horonite, 
and Tobiah the servant, the Ammon- 
ite, heard of it, it grieved them ex- 
ceedingly that there was come a man 



to seek the welfare of the children of 
Israel. So I came to Jerusalem, and 
was there three days. 

8 And I arose in the night, I and 
some few men with me ; • neither told 
I any man what my God had put in 
my heart to do at Jerusalem ; neither 
was there any boAat with me, save the 
beast that I rode upon. 

9 And I went out by night 1^ 
the Valley Gate, and to tiie front of 
the Dragon Well, and to t^e Dung 
Gate, and viewed the walls of Jeru- 
salem, which were broken down, and 
its gates were consumed with fire. 

10 Then I went on to the Fountain 
Gate, and to the King's Pool; but 
there was no place for the beast that 
was under me to pass. 

11 Then went I up in the night by 
the Brook [Kidroni, and viewed the 
wall, and turned back, aud entered 
by the Valley Gate, and so returned^ 

12 And the Sagins [servants of Per- 
sia] knew not whither I went, or what 
I did; neither had I as yet told it to the 
Jews, nor to the priests, new to the no- 
bles, nor to the Sagins, nor to the rest 
that did the work. 

13* Then said I to them. Ye see the 
distress that we are in, how Jerusa^ 
lem lieth waste, and the gates are 
burned with fire ; come, and let us 
build up the wall of Jerusalem, that 
we be no more a reproach. 

14 Then I told them of the hand of 
my God which was good upon me ; as 
also the king's words that he had 
spoken to me. And they said, Lotus 
rise up and build. So they strength- 
ened their hands for the good work. 

15 But when Sanballat the Horon- 
ite, and Tobiah the servant, the Am-' 
monite, and Geshem the Arabian, 
heard it, they laughed us to scorn, 
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and despised iis» and said, What is 
this^ tMng that ye are doing? Will 
ye rebel against the king ? 
16 Then answered I them, and said 
to them, The God of heaven he will 
prosper ns : therefore we his servants 
win arise and hwM. Bat ye have 
no po^rtbn, not Yi^ nor memorial in 
Jerusalem. 

C5AFra]RIII. 

'PHEN Eliashib the high priest, 
with his brethren, and the Le- 
Vites, the ruleri^, and the people arose 
and earnestly buflded the gates and 
Repaired the walls of Jfetosalem. * 

CHAPTER IV. 

PtJTit came to pass, that when San- 
ballat heard that we were build- 
ing th^ wall, he was wroth, and be- 
dame very angry, and mo^ed the 
Jews. 

2 And he spake before his breth- 
ren and the army of Samaria, and 
said, What are these feeble Jews do- 
ing ? Win they make themselves 
free? Will they sacrifice? Will 
they make an end in a day ? Will 
they revive the stones out of the 
heaps of the rubbish which are burned ? 

3 And Tobiah the Ammonite was by 
bim^ and he said. Even that which 
they are building, If a fox go up, 'he 
shall even break down theit stone wall. 
*4 (Hear, our God, for we are 
despised ; and turn back their re- 
proach upon their own head, and give 
them for a prey into a land of captivi- 
ty ; and cover not their iniquity; and 
let not their sin be blotted out from 
before thee ; for they have provoked 
thee to anger before the builders.) 



♦Synopsis of Chapter in. 



5 So built we the wall; and all the 
wall was joined together as far a» the 
half thereof ; for the people had a 
mind to work. 

6 Bat it oame to pass, ihst when 
Sanballat, and Tobiah, and the Ara- 
bians, and the Ammonites, and the 
Ashdodites, beard ihnt the repairing^ 
of the walls of Jerusalem went on^ 
and that the breaches began to be 
stopped; then ^y were very wroth, 
and conspired all of them together to 
o6me and to fight against Jerusalem, 
and to hting trouble on it. 

7 Then we made our prayer to oar 
G od, and set a watch against them 
day and night, in face of them. 

8 And Judah said, The Strength of 
the bearers of burdens faileth, and 
there is much rubbish ; so that wo 
are not able to build the wall. 

9 And our adversaries said. They 
shall not know, neither see, till we 
come in the midst among them, and 
slay them, and cause the work to 
cease. 

10 And it came to pass, that when 
the Jews that dwelt near ^em came, 
they said to us ten times, From all 
the places whence ye shall return 
they will be upon us. 

11 Therefore I set in the lower place 
behind the wall iu the waste place, I 
even set the p^ple after their fami* 
lies with their swords, their spears, 
and tiieiT bows. 

12 And I looked, and rose up, and 
said to the nobles, and to the Sagins, 
and to the rest of the people, Bo 
not ye afraid of them ; remember tiie 
Lord, who is great and terrible, and 
fight for your brethren, your sons, 
and your dauj^ter8^^^^3«|^, »»^ 
your homes. o 
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13 And it eame to pass when our 
•enemies heard that it was known to ns, 
:^od God had brought their eoan- 
«el to nought, then we returned 
all of OS to the wall, every one to his 
*work. 

14 And it oame to pass, from that 
^ime forth, that the half of my serv- 
ants laboured in the work* and the 
other half of them held both the 
spears, the shields, and the bows, and 
the eoats of mail; and the rulers 
were behind all the house of Judah 

15 They that builded on the wall, and 
ihey that bare hardens, being loaded, 
•every one with one of his hands la- 
boured in the work, and with tiie 
•ether hand he held a sword. 

16 For the builders, every one had 
liis sword girded to his wabt, and so 
lie builded. And he that sounded 
ithe trumpet was by me. 

17 And I said to the nobles, and to 
ihe Sagins and the rest of the people, 
The work is great and large, and we 
are separated upon the wall, one far 
tfrom another. I^n what place there- 
fore ye hear the sound of the trumpet, 
'.resort ye thither unto us ; our God 
will fight for us, 

18 So we laboured in the work ; and 
half of them held the spears from 
the rising of the morning till the 
stars came out. 

19 Likewise at the same time said 
I to the people. Let every one with 
his servant lodge within Jerusalem, so 
)that in the night they may be a guard 
to us, and may labour in the day. 

20 So ndther I, nor my brethren, 
nor my servants, nor the men of the 
guard who followed me, none of us 
put off our clothes ; every one [went 
^th] hb sword for water. 
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^N^D there waa a great ory of the 
people and of their wives agaiast 
their brethren the Jews. For these 
were some that said, We, our sous, 
and our daiqthters, are many; there- 
fore we will get com, that we may eat 
and live. 

2 Some also there were that said, 
We have mortgaged our lands, vine- 
yards, and bouses, that we might get 
com, because of the deurth. There 
were also some that said. We 
have borrowed money upon oar 
lands and vineyards for the king's 
tribute. 

3 Yet know ourflesh is as the fledi 
of our brethren, our children as their 
children ; and lo, we bring into bond^ 
age our sons and our daughters to be 
servants, and some of our daughters 
are brought into bondage already; and 
no power have we; for other men 
have our lands and vineyards. 

4 And I was Yery angry when I 
heard their cry and these words. Then 
my heart took counsel within me, and 
I rebuked the nobles, and the Sagins, 
and said to them, Ye exact usury, 
every one from his brother. And I 
appointed a great assembly against 
them. 

5 And I said to ihem, Weafter our 
ability have redeemed our brethren 
the Jews, who were sold to the (}en* 
tiles; and ye even sell our brethren. 
And they are sold to us. Then held 
they their peace, and found no an- 
swer. 

6 Also I said. It is not good thatye 
do. Ought ye not to walk in the 
fear of our God because of the re- 
proach of the Gentiles our enemies? 
I likewise, and my brethren, and my 
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servants, are creditors ag^nst them 
for money and corn. Iprayyoalet 
US leave off this usury. 
,7 Restore, I pray you, to them, 
even this day, their lands, their vine- 
ymtis, their olive-yards, and their 
bouses, also the hundredth part 
{monthly] of the money, and of the 
com, the grape juice, and the oil, for 
^wbich ye are creditors against them. 

8 Then said they, We will restore 
Hiem, and will require nothing from 
them; so will we do as thou sayest. 
Then I called the priests, and took 
^n oath from them, that they should 
do according to this promise. 

9 Also I shook my lap, and said. 
So G-od shake out every man from his 
house, and from tl^e fruit of his la- 
bour, that performeth not this prom- 
ise, even thus be he shaken out, and 
emptied. And all the assembly said, 
Amen, and praised the Lord. And 
the people did aooording to this prom- 
ise. 

10 Moreover from the time that I 
was appointed to be their Pacha in 
the land of Judah, from the twen- 
tieth year [B. C. 4AS\ even unto the 
two and thirthi^th year of Artazerxes 
the king [B. C. 433], that is, tweke 
years, I and my brethren have not 
eaten the bread of a Pacha. 

11 But the former Pachas that had 
been before me were a burden upon 
the people, and had taken from them 
bread and wine, beside forty Shekels 
[or eighty shillings] of silver [month- 
ly,] Yea even their servants bare 
rule over the people. But so did not 
I, because of the fear of G^od. 

12 Yea, also I continued at the work 
of this wall, neither bought we any 
land ; aQd all my servants were 
gathered thither unto the work. 



13 Moreover there were at my table 
a hundred and fifty of the Jews and 
Sagins, e^en those that came to us 
from among the Gentiles that were 
about us, 

14 Now that which was prepared 
for me daily was one ox and s\z 
choice sheep; also fowls were pre- 
pared for me, and once in ten days 
store of all sorts of wine. And with 
this I desired not the bread of a Pa- 
cha, because the bond-service was 
heavy upon this people. 

15 (Remember, Omy God, for good, 
for my sake, all that I have done for 
this people.) 

CHAPTER VI. 

^OW it came to pass, when it was 
reported to Sanballat, and Tobi- 
ah and Geshem the Arabian, and the 
rest of our enemies, that I had buUd- 
ed the wall, and that there was no 
breach left therein : (though at that 
time I had not set up the doors at the 
gates;) 

2 Then Sanballat and Geshem sent 
to me saying. Come, let us meet to- 
gether in the villages in the valley of 
Ono. But they purposed to do me 
mischief. 

3 And I sent messengers to them, 
saying, I am doing a great work, so 
that I cannot come down. Why 
should the work cease, whilst I leave 
it, and come down to you ? Yet they 
sent to me four times after this man- 
ner, and I answered them after the 
same manner. 

4 Then SanbalRt sent his servant 
to me after the same manner the fifth 
time with a public letter open in his 
hand ; wherein was written. It is re- 
ported among the Gentiles, and Ge- 
shemu saith it, that thou and the 
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Jews purpose to rebel; for which cause 
thou buildesi the wall, that thou 
mayest be their king, according to 
these words. And thou hast also ap- 
pointed prophets to preach of thee at 
Jerusalem, saying, There is a king in 
Judah. And now it will be reported 
to the king according to these words. 
Gome now therefore, and let us take 
counsel together. 

5 Then I sent to him, saying, There 
are no such things done as thou say- 
est, but thou feignest them out of 
thine own heart. For they all made 
us afraid, saying, Their hands shall 
be weakened from the work, that it 
be not done. (Now, therefore, streng- 
then thou my hands.) 

6 Afterward I came to the house of 
Shemaiah the son of Delaiah the son 
of Mehetabeel, who was in bondage ; 
and he said. Let us meet together in 
the House of Q-od, within the Great 
Hall, and let us shut the doors of the 
Great Hall ; for they will come to 
slay thee ; yea, in the night will they 
come to slay thee. 

7 And I said. Should such a man as 
I flee ? And who is there, that, being 
as I am, would go into the Great 
HaU [of the Temple] to save his life? 
I will not go in. And 1 considered, 
and behold, God had not sent him ; 
but he Jjronounced this prophecy 
against me, because Tobiah and San- 
ballat had hired him. 

8 For this was he hired, that I should 
be afraid, and do so, and should sin, 
that they might Jiave matter for an 
evil report, so that they might re- 
proach me. 

9 (My God, think thou upon Tobi- 
ah and Sanballat according to these 
their works, and on the prophetess 
Noadiah, and the rest of the pro- 



phets, who would have put me in 
fear.) 

10 So the wall was finished on the 
twenty and fifth day of the month 
Elul, in fifty and two days. 

11 And it came to pass, that when 
all our enemies heard thereof, and all 
the Gentiles that were about us saw 
these things, they were much cast 
down in their own eyes : for they i)er- 
ceived that this work was wrought of 
our God. 

12 Moreover in those days ihe tro- 
bles of Judah sent many public let- 
ters unto Tobiah ; and those of Tobi- 
ah came unto them. 

13 For there were many men in Judah 
sworn unto him, because he was the 
son in law of Skechaniah the son of 
Arab ; and his son Johanan had taken 
the daughter of Meshullan the son of 
Berechiah. 

14 Also they reported his good deeds 
before me, and uttered my words^ to 
him. And Tobiah sent public letters 
to put me in fear. 



CHAPTER Vn. 

MOW it came to pass, when the wall* 
was built, and £ had set up the 
doors, and the gate-keepers and the 
singers and the Levites were app(^k^ 
ed, that I gave my brother Hana^i, 
and Hananiah the rdl^r of the palaee, 
charge over Jerusalem ; for he Ww 
a faithful man, and feared Gkd 
above many. 

2 And I said to them. Let not Uie 
gates of Jerusalem he opened until 
the sun be hot : and while they stand 
by, let them shut the doors, and bar 
them ; and appoint watches of the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem, every one in 
his watch, and every one over against 
his own house. 
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3 Now the city was large and great: 
but the people yere few therein, and 
the houses were not builded. 



CHAPTER Vni. 

^ND [1 Esdras ix. 38— 55] all the 
people gathered themselves to- 
gether as one man in tKe Broad Place 
that was before the Water Gate; and 
they spake to Ezra the scribe [B. C. 
458] to bring the Book of the Law of 
Moses, which the LoBD had com- 
manded to Israel. 

2 And Ezra the priest brought the 
Law before the assembly both of men 
and women; and all that could hear 
with understanding, upon the first 
day of the Seventh month. 

3 And he read therein before the 
Broad Place that was before the 
Water Gate from daybreak until mid- 
day, before the men and the women, 
and those that could understand; and 
ihe ears of all the people were upon 
the Book of the Law. 

4 And Ezra the scribe stood upon a 
tower of wood, which they had made 
for the purpose; and beside him stood 
Mattithiah, and Shema, and Anaiah, 
and Urijah, and Hilkiah, and Maasei- 
ah, and Mishael, and Malchiah, and 
Hashum, and Hashbadana, Zechari- 
ah, and Meshullam. 

5 And Ezra opened the Book in the 
sight of all the people ; (for he was 
above all the people;) and when he 
opened it, all the people stood up; and 
Ezra blessed the Lord, the great G^ . 
And all the people answered, Amen, 
Amen, with lifting up their hands ; 
and they bowed their heads, and wor- 
shipped the Lobd with their faces to 
the ground. 

6 And Jeshoa, and Bani, and Shere- 



biah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, 
Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, 
Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the 
Levites, caused the people to under- 
stand the Law; and the people stood 
in their place. 

7 So they read in the Book of the 
Law of God distinctly, and gave the 
sense, and caused them to understand 
the reading. 

8 And Nehemiah who was the Tir- 
shatha, [or Persian governor] and 
Ezra the Priest the scribe, and 
the Levites that taught the peo- 
ple, said to all the people. This 
day is holy to the Eternal your God ; 
mourn not, nor weep. For all the 
people wept, when they heard the 
words of the Law. 

9 Then he said to them. Go your 
way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, 
and send portions to them for whom 
nothing is prepared ; for this day is 
holy unto our Lord. Neither be ye 
grieved ; for joy in the Lord is your 
strength. 

10 So the Levites stilled all the peo- 
ple, saying. Hold yonr peace, for the 
day is holy; neither be ye grieved, 

11 And all the people went their 
way to eat, and to drink, and to send 
portions, and to make great mirth, 
because they had understood the 
words that were made known to them. 

12 And on the second day were 
gathered together the chief of the fa- 
thers of all the people, the priests and 
the Levites, unto Ezra the scribe, 
even to be made to understand the 
words of the Law. And they found 
written in the Law which the Lord 
had commanded by the hand of Mo- 
ses, that the children of Israel should 
dwell in booths in the Feast of the 
seventh month ; and that they should 
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publish and make proclamation in all 
their cities, and in Jerusalem, say- 
ing, Go forth unto the hill countiy, 
and fetch olive branches, and pine 
branches, and myrtle branches, and 
palm branches, and branches of thick 
trees, to make booths, as it is writ- 
ten. 

S;13 So the people went forth, and 
brought them, and made themselves 
booths, every one upon the roof of his 
house, and in their courts, and in the 
courts of the House of God, and in 
the broad place of the Water Gate, 
4ind in the broad place of the Gate of 
Bphraim. 

14 And all the assembly of them 
that were come out of the capUvity 
made boo<Jis, and sat under the booths; 
for since the days of Joshua the son 
of Nun unto that day had not the 
•children of Israel done so. And there 
was very great gladness. 

15 Also day by day, from the first 
4ay unto the last day, he 
[Ezra] read in the Book of the 
Law of God. And they kept 
the Feast [of Tabernacles] for seven 
days; and on the eighth day was a day 
•of restraint [from work], according to 
the ordinance. 



CHAPTER IX. 

MOW on the twenty and fourth day 
of this month [B. C. 444] the 
children of Israel were assembled 
with fasting, and with sackcloth, and 
earth upon them. 

2 And the children of Isi^ael sepa- 
rated themselves from all the sons 
of foreigners ; and they stood and 
confessed their sins, a^d the iniquities 
of their fathers. 

3 And they stood up in their place, 



and read in the Book of the Law of 
the LoBD their Gt)d a fourth pi^rt of 
the day ; and a fourth part they con- 
fessed, and worshipped the LoBD 
their God. 

4 Then stood up upon the steps 
these of the Levites, Je&hua, and the 
sons of Kadmiel, Shebaniah, the sons 
of Sherebiah', the sons of Chenani, 
and they cried with a loud voice unto 
the Lord their God. 

5 Then the Levites, Jeshua, and 
Kadmiel, the soi^ of Hashabniah, 
Sherebiah, Hodijah, Shebaniah, and 
Pethahiah, said, Stand up and bless 
the Eternal your God from ever- 
lasting to everlasting ; and let them 
bless thy glorious name, which is 
exalted above all blessing and praise. 

6 Thou, even thou, art God alone ; 
thou hast made the heavens, the 
heaven of heavens, with all Uieir 
host, the earth, all things that are 
thereon, the ocean, and all that is 
therein, and thou preservest them all 
alive , and the host of heaven w<»- 
shippeth thee. 

7 Thou art the Eternal God, who 
didst choose Abram, and broughtest 
him forth out of Ur of the ChiJd^es, 
and gavest him the name of Abraham; 
and didst find his heart faithful be- 
fore thee, and madest the covenant 
with him to give the land of the Ca- 
naanites, the Hittites, the Aniorites, 
and the Perizzites, and the Jebu»tfi0, 
and the Girgashites, to give it to his 
descendants ; and thou hast perform- 
ed thy words ; for thou art righteous. 

8 And thou didst see the affliction 
of our fathers in Lower Egypt, and 
beardest their cry by the R!«i sea ; 
and shewedst signs and wonders upon 
Pharaoh, and on all his servants, iwd 
on all the people of his la^dj.far thou 
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knewest that they dealt proudly 
against them. So didst thou make 
for thyself a name, as it is this day. 

9 And thou didst divide the sea be- 
fore them, so that they went through 
the midst of the sea on the dry land ; 
and those who pursued them thou 
threwest into the deep, as a stone into 
the mighty waters. 

10 Moreover thou leddest them in 
the day by a pillar of cloud : and in 
the night by a pillar of fire, to give 
them light in the way wherein they 
should go. 

11 Thou earnest down also upon 
Mount Sinai, and spakest with them 
from heaven, and gavest them right 
judgments, and true laws, good sta- 
tutes and commandments ; and 
madest known to them thy holy sab- 
bath, and commandest them com- 
mandments, statutes, and laws, by 
the hand of Moses thy servant ; 

12 And gavest them bread from 
heaven for their hunger, and brought- 
est forth wat«r for them out of the 
rock for their thirst, and promisedst 
them that they should go in to possess 
the land about which thou hadst 
lifted up thy hand [in oath] that thou 
#ouldest give it to them. 

13 But they and our fathers dealt 
proudly, and hardened their necks, 
and hearkened not to thy command- 
ments, and refused to obey, neither 
were mindful of thy wonders that thou 
didst among them ; but hardened 
their necks, and in their rebellion 
appointed a captain to return to their 
bondage. But thou art a God of 
pardons, gracious ^ and merciful, slow 
to anger, and abundant in kindness, 
and forsookest them not. 

14 Yea, when they had made them 
a molten calf, and said, This is thy 



God that brought thee up out of 
Egypt, and had wrought great provo- 
cations ; ' . 

15 Yet thou in thy manifold mercies 
forsookest them not in the desert. 
The pillar of cloud was not removed 
from them by day, to lead them in 
the way, neither the pillar of fire by 
night, to shew them light, and the 
way wherein they should go. 

16 Thou gavest also thy good spirit 
to instruct them, and withheldest not 
thy manna from their mouth, and 
gavest them water for their thirst, 

11 Yea, for forty years didst thou 
sustain them in the desert, so that 
they lacked nothing; their cloaks were 
not worn out, and their feet swelled not. 

18 Moreover thou gavest them 
kingdoms and peoples, and didst di- 
vide them into districts ; so they took 
possession of the land of Sihon, and 
the land of the king of Heshbon, and 
the land of Og king of Bashan. 

19 Their children also multipliedst 
thou as the stars of heaven, and 
broughtest them into the land, con- 
cerning which thou hadst promised to 
their fathers, that they should go in 
to possess it. 

20 So the children went in and pos- 
sessed the land, and thou subduedst 
before them the inhabitants of the 
land, the Canaanites, and gavest them 
into their hands, witji their kings 
and the peoples of the land, that they 
might do with them as they would. 

21 And they took strong cities, and 
a fat land, and gained possession of 
houses full of all* good things, wells 
digged, vineyards, and oliveyards^ 
and fruit trees in abundance; so 
they did eat and were filled, and be- 
came fat, and delighted themselves in 
thy great goodness. 
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22 Nevertheless they were disobe- 
dient, and rebelled against thee, and 
cast thy Law behind their backs, and 
slew thy iwrophets who protested 
against them to turn them to thee ; 
and they wrought great provocations. 

23 Therefore thou deliveredst them 
into the hand of their oppressors, 
who vexed them. Yet in the time 
of their trouble, when they cried to 
thee, thou heardest them from heav- 
en; and according to thy manifold 
mercies thou gavest them saviours, 
who saved them out of the hand of 
their oppressors. 

24 But when they had rest, they 
did evil again before thee. There- 
fore leftest thou them in the hand of 
their enemies, so that they had the 
dominion over them. Yet when they 
returned, and cried unto thee, thou 
heardest them from heaven ; and 
many times didst thou deliver them 
according to thy mercies. And thou 
didst protest against them, that thou 
mightest bring them again unto thy 
law. Yet they dealt proudly, and 
hearkened not to thy commandments, 
but sinned against thy judgments, 
(which if a man do, he shall live in 
them;) and thoy turned a stubborn 
shoulder, and hardened their neck, 
and would not hearken. 

25 Yet for many years didst thou 
bear with them, and didst protest 
against them by thy spirit in the 
hand of thy prophets ; yet would they 
not give ear. Therefore gavest thou 
them into the hand of the peoples of 
the lands. 

26 Nevertheless for thy great mer- 
cies, sake thou didst not utterly con- 
sume them, nor forsake them ; for 
thou art a gracious and merciful God. 

27 Now therefore, our God, the 



great, the mighty, and terrible God, 
who keepest covenant and kindness, 
let not all the trouble beem little be- 
fore thee, that hath come upon us, on 
our kings, on our princes, and on our 
priests, and on our prophets, and on 
our fathers, and on all thy people, 
since the time of the kings of Assyria, 
unto this day. 

28 Howbeit thou art just in all that 
is come upon us ; for thou hast done 
right, but we have done wickedly; 
and as for our kings, our princes, oar 
priests, and our fathers, they have 
not kept the law, nor hearkened to 
thy commandments and thy testimo- 
nies, wherewith thou didst testify 
against them. 

29 For they have not served thee in 
their kingdom, and in thy great good- 
ness that thou gavest them, and in 
the large and fat land which thou 
gavest before them, neither turned 
they from their wicked works. 

30 Behold, we are bond-servants 
this day, and as for the land that 
thou gavest unto our fathers to eat 
the fruit thereof and the good thereof, 
behold, we are bond-servants in it. 

31 And it yieldeth much increase 
unto the kings whom thou hast set 
over us because of our sins. Also 
they have dominion over our bodies 
and over our cattle, at their pleasure; 
and we are in great distress. And 
because of all this we make a sure 
covenant, and write it ; and our prin- 
ces, Levites, and priests, have sealed it. 

CHAPTER X. 

AND the people,^ the priests, the 
Levites, the gate-keepers, the 
singers, the Nethinim, and all they 
that had separated themselves from 
the peoples of the lands unto the law 
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of GUxi, their wives, their sons, and 
their daughters, every one having 
knowledge, and having unterstanding; 

2 They clave to their brethren, their 
nobles, and entered into a self -curse, 
and into an oath, to walk in God's 
Law, which was given by the hand of 
Moses the servant of God, and to ob- 
serve and do all the Commandments 
of the Lord our God, and his Judg- 
ments and hb Statutes ; 

3 And that we would not give our 
daughters to the peoples of the land, 
nor take their daughters for our sons ; 

4 And if the people of the land 
bring wares or any victuals on the 
sabbath day to sell, that we would 
not buy it of them on a sabbath, or 
on a holy day ; and that we would 
release the seventh year, and the 
exaction of every debt. 

5 Also we made ordinances for us, 
to charge ourselves yearly with the 
third part of a Shekel for the service 
of the House of our God ; 

6 For the ceremonial bread, and for 
the continual meal offering, and for 
the continual burnt offering, of the 
sabbaths, of the new moons, for the 
solemn feasts, and for the holy things, 
and for the sin offerings to make 
atonements for Israel, and for all the 
work of the House of our Go J. 

7 And we cast the lots among the 
priests, the Levites, and the people, 
for the gift of wood, to bring in to 
the House of our God, after the 
houses of our fathers, at times ap- 
pointed year by year, to burn upon 
the Altar of the Lord our God, as it 
is written in the Law. 

8 And to bring the firstf ruits of our 
ground, and the firstf riuts of all fruit 
of all trees, year by year, unto the 
House of the Lord ; 



9 Also the firstborn of our sons, and 
of our cattle, as it is written in the 
Law, and the firstlings of our herds 
and of our flocks, to bring to the 
House of our God, unto the priests 
that minister in the House of our God; 

10 And that we should bring the 
first of our dough, and our heave 
offerings, and the fruit of all manner 
of trees, the grape juice, and the oil, 
unto the priests, to the chambers of 
the House of our God ; and the 
tithes of our ground unto the Levites^ 
that the same Levites might have the 
tithes in all the cities of our tillage. 

11 And the Priest the son of Aaron 
shall be with the Levites, when the 
Levites take tithes ; and the Levites 
shall bring up the tithe of the tithes 
unto the House of our God, to the 
chambers, into the treasure house. 

12 For the children of Israel and 
the children of Levi shall bring the 
heave offering of the com, of the 
grape juice, and the oil, unto the 
chambers, where are the vessels of 
the Sanctuary, and the priests that 
minister, and the gate-keepers, and 
the singers ; and we will not forsake 
the House of our God. 

CHAPTER XL 

the rulers of the people dwelt 
at Jerusalem; the rest of the 
people also cast lots, to bring one of 
ten to dwell in Jerusalem the holy 
city, and nine parts to dwell in other 
cities. And the people blessed all the 
men, that willingly offered themselves 
to dwell at Jerusalem. 



AND 



2 Now these are the Priests [that 
ministered in the House of God] ; 
Jeshua [son of Jozadak ; I. Chr. vL 
15. B. C. 538]; Joiakim [490]; 
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Eliashib [480] ; Joiada [430] ; Joha- 
nan [or Jonathan, 390]; Jaddnah 
[340]. {Nehemiah Ch. xu. V. 10.) 



CHAPTER Xn. 

AND at the dedication of the wall 
of Jerusalem they sought the Le- 
vites out of all their places, to bring 
them to Jerusalem, to keep the dedi- 
cation and to rejoice, both with 
thanksgivings, and with singing, with 
cymbals, psalteries, and with harps. 

2 And the sons of the singers 
gathered themselves together, both 
out of the Circle round about Jerusa- 
lem, and from the villages of the Ne- 
tophathites; also from Beth-Gilgal, 
and out of the fields of Gkba and Az- 
maveth ; fpr the singers had builded 
them villages round about Jerusalem. 

3 And the priests and the Levites 
purified themselves and purified the 
people, and the gates, and the wall. 

4 Then I brought up the princes of 
Judah upon the wall, and appoint^ 
two great companies of them that 
gave thanks. One went to the right 
hand upon the wall toward the Dung 
Gate ; and after them went Hoshaiah, 
and half oi Ihe princes of Juhah, and 
Azariah, Ezra, and Meshullam, Ju- 
dah, and Benjamin, and Shemaiah, 
and Jeremiah, and some of the piiest*s 
sons with trumpets ; namely, Zacha- 
riah the son of Jonathan, the son of 
Shemaiah, the son of Zaccur, the son 
of Asaph ; and his brethren, She- 
maiah, and Azarael, Milalei, Gilalai, 
Maai, Nethaneel, and Judah, Aanani, 
with the musical intruments of David 
the man of God ; and Ezra the scribe 
before them. 

5 And at the Fountain Gate, which 
was over against them, they went up j 



by the stairs of the city of David, at 
the going up of the wall, above the 
house of David, even unto the Water 
Gate eastward. 

6 And the other company of them 
that gave thanks went the oi^K>site 
way, and I after them, and the half 
of the people upon the wall, from be- 
yond the Tower of the Furnaces even 
unto the Broad Wall; and from 
above the Gate of Epraim, and above 
the Old Gate, and above the Fish 
Gate, and the Tower of Hansgieel^ 
and the Tower of Meah, even unto 
the Sheep Gate ; and they stood still 
in the Watchhouse Gate. 

7 So the two companies of them 
that gave thanks stood in the House 
of God, and I, and the half of the 
Sagins with me ; and the priests ; 
Eliakim, Maaseiah, Miniamin, Mi- 
caiah, Elioenai, Zechariah, and She- 
maiah, and Eleazar, and Uzzi, and 
Jehohanan, and Malchijah, and Blam^ 
and Ezer. And the singers sang 
aloud, with Jezrahiah their chief. 

8 Also on that day they sacrificed 
great sacrifices, and rejoiced ; fortxod 
had made them rejoice with great joy* 
The wives also and the children re- 
joiced ; so that the joy of Jerusalem 
was heard even afar off. 

9 And at that time were some ap- 
pointed over the chambers of the 
heave offerings, of the firstf ruits, and 
of the tithes, to gather into them out 
of the fields of the cities the portions 
fixed by the Law [Numb., xviii.] for 
the priests and Levites. For Judah 
rejoiced because of the priests and 
the Levites that waited. 

10 And both the singers and the 
gate-keepers kept the ward of their 
God, and the ward of thepurificatioiiy 
according to the command of David 
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to Solomon his son [2 Chron. vlii. 
14]. 

11 For in the days of David and 
Asaph of old there had been a head 
of the singers, and songs of praise 
and thanksgiving unto God. 

12 And all Israel in the days of 
Zerubbabel, and in the days of Ne- 
hemiah, had given the portions of the 
singers and the gate-keepers, every 
day its portion ; and they had set 
apart some as holy for the Levites ; 
and the Levites had set apart some as 
holy for the Sons of Aaron. 



CHAPTER Xin. 
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that day they read in the Book 
of Moses in the ears of the people; 
and therein was fonnd written, that 
the AwmomJte and the Moabite 
should noi come into the disembly of 
Ghdfor ever; hecavse they met not 
the chMdren oflsrad with bread and 
with vxjUeTy but hired Balaam 
against them, that he should curse 
them ; howheit our God turned the 
curse into a blessing. 

2 And it came to pass, when they 
had heard the Law, that they* sepa- 
rated from Israel all the mixed mul- 
titude. 

3 Now before this, Eliashib the 
Priest, being set over the chamber of 
the House of owt God, was allied unto 
Tobiah ; and he had prepared for 
him a great chamber, where afore- 
time they had laid the meal offerings, 
the frankincense, and the vessels, and 
the tithes of corn, of grape juice, and 
of oil, which were commanded to be 
given to the Levites, and the singers, 
and the gate-keepers ; and the heave 
offerings for the priests. 

4 But in all this time was I not at 
Jerusalem ; for in the two and thir- 



tieth year of Artaxerxes king of Baby- 
lon [B. 0. 433] I had come to the 
king. 

But at last [B. C. 423 ?] I ob- 
tained leave of the king, and I came 
to Jerusalem, and unterstood of the 
evil that Eliashib had done for Tobi- 
ah, in preparing him a chamber with- 
in the courts of the House of God. 

5 And it grieved me sore. There* 
fore I cast forth all the household 
stuff of Tobiah out of the chamber. 
Then I commanded, and they cleansed 
the chambers. And thither brought 
I again the vessels of the House of 
God, with the meal offiering and the 
frankincense. 

6 And I perceived that the portion* 
of the Levites had no^ been given 
them ; and the Levites and the sin- 
gers, that did the work, were fled 
every one to his field. 

7 Then contended I with theSagins,, 
and said, Why is the House of God 
forsaken ? And I gathered them to- 
gether, and set them in their place* 

8 Then all Judah brought the tithe 
of the corn and the grape juice and 
the oil unto the treasuries. 

9 And I made treasurers over the- 
treasuries, Shelemiah the priest, and 
Zadok the scribe, and of the Levites, 
Pedaiah. And next to them wa» 
Hanan the son of Zaccur, the son of 
Mattaniah; for they were counted 
faithful, and their office was to distrib- 
ute to their brethren. 

10 (Remember me, my God, for 
this, and wipe not out my good deed» 
that I have done for the House of mv 
God, and for the observances there- 
of,) 

11 In those days I saw in Judah 
some treading wine presses on the 
sabbath, and bringitig in sheaves, and 
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lading asses ; yea, even wine, grapes, 
and figs, and all manner of burdens, 
which they brought into Jerusalem on 
the sabbath day ; and on the day 
wherein they sold victuals 1 protested 
against it. 

12 There dwelt men of Tyre also 
therein, who brought fish, and all 
manner of ware, and sold on the 
sabbath to the children of Judah, 
and in Jerusalem. 

13 Then I contended with the nobles 
of Judah, and said to them, What 
evil thing is this that ye do, and pro- 
fane the sabbath-day? 

14 Did not your fathers do thus? 
and our Grod brought all this evil up* 
on us, and upon this city. Yet ye 
will bring more wrath upon Isradi by 
profaning the sabbath. 

15 And it came to pass, that when 
the gates of Jerusalem began to be 
dark before the sabbath, I command- 
ed that the doors should be shut, and 
I commanded that they should not be 
opened till after the sabbath; and 
some of my servants set I at the gates, 
that there should no burden be brought 
in on the sabbath day. 

16 So the merchants and sellers of 
all kind of wares lodged for the night 
outside of Jerusalem once or twice. 

17 Then I protested against them, 
Why lodge ye over against the wall ? 
If ye do so again, I will lay hands on 
you. From that time forth came 
they no more on the sabbath. 

18 And I commanded the Levites 
that they should cleanse themselves, 
#id that they should come and keep 
the gates, to sanctify the sabbath day. 
(Remember this also, my God, for 
my sake, and spare me according to 
thy great kindness.) 



19 In those days also saw I Jews 
that had taken to dwell with them 
wives of Ashdod, of Ammon, and of 
Moab; and their children spake half 
in the speech of Ashod, and did not 
know how to speak in the Jewish 
language, but according to the lan- 
guage of each people. 

20 And I contended with them, 
and cursed them, and smote certain of 
them, and plucked off their hair, and 
made them swear to God, [saying,] 
Ye shall not give your daughters to 
their sons, nor U^e any of th^ 
daughters to your sons or to your- 
selves. 

21 Did not Solomon king of Israel 
sin in these things? And among many *■ 
nations was there no king fike him 
who was beloved of his God, and Qod 
made him king over all l£»rael. Never- 
theless even him did foreign women 
cause to sin. Shall we then hearken 

to you to do all this great evil, to 
transgress against our God in taking 
foreign women to dwell with you? 

22 And one of the sons of Joiada 
the son of Eliashib. the high priest, 
had married a daughter of Sanballat 
the Horonite. Therefore I chased 
him from me. 

23 (Remember them, my God, 
beeause they have defiled the priest- 
hood, and the covenant of the priest- 
hood, and of the Levites.) 

24 Thus cleansed I them from all 
foreigners, and appointed the wards 
of the priests and the Levites, every 
one on his work ; and for the gift of 
wood, at the times appointed, and for 
the firstfruits. 

(Remember me, my God, for 

I good.) Digitized by LjOOgle 



SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 



1 THE CONQUEST OP CANAAN (B. C. ABOTJT 1300.) 

Joshua^ the successor of Moses, enters on his office ; he sends spies to 
Jericho. Their report. Passing over the Jordan. Celebration of the Pass- 
over in the camp at Gilgal. Fall of Jericho. The sin and punishment of 
Achan. Conquest of Ai. Covenant with the Oibeonites. Defeat of the 
five Southern kings. Confederacy of the northern kings of Canaan. They 
are defeated at the waters of Merom. Division of land by lot. 
The unconquered territory assigned to tribes yet unprovided. The 
Tabernacle placed at Shiloh. Six cities of Refuge are designated, and forty- 
eight towns are appointed for the Levites. The two and a half tribes, Reu- 
ben, Gad, and half Manasseh return to their inheritance eastwards of Uie Jor- 
dan. Agreement respecting the Altar built by them. Joshua's last address 
to the people ; renewal of the covenant in Shechem. He dies aged 110, and 
is buried in Timnath-serah. Eleazar the high-priest dies, and is buried in 
Gibeah in the portion of his son and successor Phinehas. 

2 THE TIME OF THE JUDGES. 

The remnants of the Canaanites tempt the Israelites to idolatry. 0th- 
niel's victory over the most wicked Cushan king of Mesopotamia. Ehud, 
a Benjamite assassinates Eglon king of Moab who, allied with Ammon and 
Amalek, harrasses Israel for eighteen years, and frees Israel from the tyrapi- 
ny of the Moabites. Shamgar, the son of Anath, defeats the Philistines. 
Jabin, the CanaaDite king in Hazor, through Sisera, the captain of his host, 
oppresses the Israelites for twenty years. Debobah, a prophetess, judges 
Israel at that time. She encourages Babak of the tribe of Naphtali to take 
the lead. Under their joint command the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali 
unite with West Manasseh, Ephraim and Benjamin, and completely defeat the 
host of Sisera at Megiddo ; he escapes by Eight, but is assassinated by Jael, 
the wife of Heber the Kenite. Israel has rest for forty years. 

Midian oppresses Israel for seven years. Gideon (Jerubbaal) son of Joash 
in Ophrah in West Manasseh defeats the Midianites in the plain of Jezreel. 
Jealousy of the Ephraimites assuaged. Gideon's refusal to become king. 
He establishes a sanctuary at Ophrah. The*land has rest for forty years. 

Abimelech, the son of Gideon, conspires with the people of Shechem, 
is proclaimed king ; he kills his brothers, of whom only Jotham, the young- 
est escapes. His parable of the trees. After three years Shechem rebells, 
and is destroyed by Abimelech; he himself falls at the siege of Thebez. 

Tola, the son of Puah, of the tribe of Issaohari dwelling in Shamir, 
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judges Israel for twenty-three years. Jair a Gileadite, judges Israel tWen- 
ty-two years. 

Jephthah, a Gileadite , is chosen leader in the war against the Am- 
monites. The Ammonites are defeated. Jephthah*s vow. Jealousy of 
Ephraim punished. The pass- word Shiboleth. He reigns six years. Elon of 
the tribe of Zebulun, reigns ten years. Abdon the son of Hillel, a Pirathonite, 
eight yeari. The Southern tribes are oppressed by the Philistines. Samson 
the son o! Manoah of the tribe of Dan. The vow of the Nazzarite. fib 
gigantic strength, his feats. He judges Israel for twenty years. He is be- 
trayed by Delilah, taken prisoner, and blinded. His heroic death. A por- 
tion of the tribe of Dan emigrate, and conquer Laish (afterwards Dan) in the 
north of Canaan. Micah's image, and Jonathan, the priest at the sanctuary 
at Dan. 

Eli and his two sons, Hophni and Phinehas at the sanctuary in Shil(^. 
Samuel, the son of Elkanah and Hannah, of the tribe of Ephraim, is dedi- 
cated by his mother, and brought up by Eli for the priesthood. Defeat of 
the Israelites by the Philistines at Aphek. The Ark of the covenant taken 
by the enemy. Eli dies on hearing the news, aged ninety-eight years. The 
Philistines, in consequence of various plagues by which they are visited, send 
the Ark of the covenant back to Beth-shemesh. The men of the eity of 
Jearim carry the Ark to the house of Abin^dab in G-ibeah, and sanctify his son 
Elea^ar to keep it. 

Samuel, Prophet and Judge in Israel. The assembly and the sacrifices in 
Mizpeh. The Israelites defeat the Philistines and recover the lost territory. 
SamueFs work. Rise of Prophetical Schools. SamuePs yearly circuits. His 
house and the High Place at Eamah. His sons, unlike their father. 
Political misfortunes cause the Israelites to demand of Samuel to appoint them 
a king. Samuel resists in vain ; at last he anoint? Saul, the son of Kish, a 
Benjamite and presents him to the people assembled at Mizpeh. 

3 ESTABLISHMENT OF THE KINGDOM (B. C. 1035.) 
The first three kings of israbl. 

Saul, first king of Israel, defeats the Ammonites and brings deliverance 
to the people of Jabesh Qilead ; has a standing army of 3000 men. Suc- 
cessful wars of Saul and his son Jonathan against the Philistines. AJiijah 
the son of Ahitub of Shiloh, Saul's priest. SauVs successful wars against 
Moab, Ammon, Edom, Aram Q-obah, and Amalek. Discord between Samuel 
and Saul. (David the son of Jesse of Beth-lehem in Judah at the court of 
Saul.) The Philistine camp in Ephes-damim. David comes to the camp, 
and slays the giant Goliath. Friendship of Jonathan and David. Saul gives 
Michal his daughter David to wife. The fame of David excites SauFs jealousy. 
He seeks to slay him. David's escape. Saul slays Ahimelech, and the whole 
priesthood of Nob for heaving provided David with weapons and 
ivictuals. Abiathar, the son of Ahimelech escapes and flees to David. David, 
the fastness of Adullam, is joined by his family, and collects a band of 
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400 men. He plaoes hb parents in safety with the king of Moab. His ex- 
ploits in the wooded districts in the South of Judah. Joab, Abbha, and 
Asafael the sons of Zeroiah his sister are among the boldest warriors. David 
rescues Keilah in Judah from the plundering bands of the Philistines. Saul 
pursues David to the wilderness of Ziph, to Maon, and En-gedi; h^escapes 
from him with the utmost difficulty, but shows twice great generosity, when 
Saul in turn is in his power., David and Nabal the Carmelite ; he marries 
Abigail the widow of Nabal. David's band of .followers increases to 600 
warriors. He goes over to Achish king of Gath, who assigns to him the town 
of Ziklag. 

The Philistines go to war against Saul. David and his men 
called by Achish to participate, are sent home on the suspicion of the 
Philistine leaders. He avenges himself on the Amalekites who, in his absence 
had plundered Ziklag, and divides the rich spoil among the cities of Judah. 
Saul before the battle. Defeat aind death of Saul and his three sons on 
Mount Gilboa. Almost the whole of the north and central part of the country 
is in the power of the Philistines. Abner escapes withlsh-bosheth (Ish-baal) 
the son of Saul, to Mahanaim on the east side of the Jordan. David^s la- 
ment over the death of Saul and Jonathan. David (with the consent of the 
Philistines) removes to Hebron and is proclaimed King oyer the tbibe of 
Judah (B. C. 1016.) Wars between the followers of Ish-bosheth and those 
of David. Asahel is killed by Abner. Abner, offended by Ish-bosheth, goes 
over to David, is murdered by Joab who avenges the death of Asahel. Da- 
vid's lament over Abner. After Ish-bosheth is murdered by two Benjamites, 
David is made King over all Israel (B. C. 1008.) 

David conquers Jerusalem and makes it his capital. He is attacked 
by the Philistines, After many bloody battles the Philistines are driven out 
of the land. Tyrian workmen build David a palace at Jerusalem. Th e 
Ark of the covenant is brought from the house of Abinadab to the royal city 
with great rejoicing and festivity. David intends to build a temple to the 
Eternal the God of Israel, but is dissuaded by the prophet Nathan. (Arrange- 
ment for divine service, the Psalms of David.) Edom, Moab, and Ammon 
become tributary ; the Syrian districts Zobah and Damascus are conquered, 
strong garrison placed in the conquered countries. . His sovereignty extends 
from the Euphrates to die Red Sea. David's sin against Uriah the Hittite. 
Bath-sheba, the wife of Uriah, becomes David's wife. David's officers: 
Joab commander of the host ; Jehoshaphat recorder ; Zadok and Abiathar 
priests, and Benaiah commander of the king's body guard, the Axe-bearers 
and the Runners. Discord among David's children. Absalcnn causes Amnon, 
the firstborn son of David, to be killed. He is banished fr(»n court and is 
only allowed to return after several years through Joab's intercession. Absa- 
lom's conspiracy. David flees fi^m Jerusalem to Mahanaim. Ahitophel, the 
counsellor, Amasathe captain of the host of Absalom. Defeat of Absalom's 
army in the battle of Mahanaim. Absalom's end. David's grief at the death 
of his rebellious son. David is brought back to Jenasalem, and patdoi^ hb 
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adversaries. Jealousy of the Ephramites. Sfaeba the son of Biohri renews 
the rebellion. Joab treacherously murders Amasa who had been appointed 
to be one of the captains of the host : then pursues after Sheba to Abel near 
Beth-niaachah. Sheba is killed by the inhabitants of the city, and the re- 
bellion is quenched. 

David's treatment of the house of Saul. Jonathan's son is remembered; 
but on the occasion of a famine seven men of Saul's family are slain at 
Qibeah to atone for Saul's breach of faith towards the Qibeonites. David 
numbers the people. A pestilence breaks out among the people. David re- 
grets his act. At the advise of the prophet Gad David buys the threshing 
floor of Araunah, the Jebusite on Mount Moriah, and builds an Altar there. 
In his extreme old age, his son Adonijah, assisted by Joab and Abiathar at- 
tempts to seize the throne. By the advise of the prophet Nathan, Bathsheba 
the mother of Solomon, reminds the king of his promise that Solomon should 
reign after him. David immediately has his son Solomon proclaimed king by 
Nathan, Zadok and Benaiah. Adonijah is temporarily pardoned. David 
dies at the age of seventy. 

Solomon proclaimed king of Israel (B. 0. 976.) He puts to 
death Adonijah, Joab, and Shimei, the son of Gera, and deprives 
Abiathar of his office. He marries the daughter of the king of Egypt. Solo- 
mon's wisdom. (Proverbs and Songs of Solomon.) Magnificence of his court. 
He builds splendid palaces. His league with Hiram king of Tyre. The 
building of the Temple on Mount Moriah begun 973 and finished 965. Dedi- 
cation of the Temple on the feast of the Tabernacles. Buildings of Solo- 
mon. His ships sail from Ezion-geber to Ophir, and bring gold. Monopoly 
of the government in the trade of horses and chariots brought from Egypt. 
The queen of Sheba visits Solomon, Solomon's numerous wives ; they tempt 
him to idolatry. Signs of discontent. Heavy taxes and oppressive labour- 
levy. Disturbances in Syria ; Hadad rebells in Edom. The prophet Ahijah 
of Shiloh and Jeroboam the son of Nebat of the tribe of Ephraim. Jeroboam, 
suspected of rebellion, flees to Egypt. Death of Solomon (936). JerobO'am re- 
turns from Egypt. The people demand of Rehoboam the son of Solomon to 
lessen tlieir burdens. On his refusal they elect Jeroboam King ovbb Israel. 

4. THE DIVIDED KINGDOM. 

THE KINGDOM OF JtJDAH, THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL. 



(936-589.) 

1. Rehoboam (936-920) son of Solo- 
mon, prepares to subdoetheten tribes, 
but desists at the advise of the pro- 
phet Shemaiah ; fortifies m^ny towns 
in the southwest. Shishak, king of 
Egypty attacks Judah, enters Jemsa* 
lem (932) and plunders the temple 



(936—722.) 

1. Jeroboam (936—916) fortafies 
Shediem, and makes it his oapital. 
He sets up golden calves in Dan and 
Beth-el ; institutes a new feast, and 
appoints priests not of the tribe of 
Levi. Warnings of an unknown 
prophets Jeroboam sends his wife to 
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and the rojral palace. Hostilities 
with the kingdom of Israel. Idolatry 
and corraption in Jndah. 

2. Abijam (919-917) son of Reho- 
boam, idolatrous and corrupt, dies af- 
ter an inglorious reign of two years. 

3. Asa (917 — 877) son of Abijam, 
faithful to the worship of the Lord, 
removes idolatry, and replenishes the 
temple treasures. Asa, attacked by 
Baasha, bribes Ben-haded king of 
Syria in Damascus, to fall into the 
northern provinces of Israel. After 
Baasha's retreat, Asa fortifies Gebah 
and Mizpeh with the material left in 
Ramah by Baasha, and increases the 
standing army. He is powerful and 
energetic, and strengthens the king- 
dom of Jndah. 



4. Jbhoshaphat (877 — 856) son 
of Asa, also f aithfhl to the worship of 



consult the prophet Ahijah in Shiloh 
respectimg the illness of their diild. 
The destruction of the house of Je^ 
roboam predicted. Jeroboam dies 
after a reign of 22 years, (including 
the two years of the reign of his son.) 

2. Nadab (916—915) son of Jero- 
boam, is murdered after a reign 
of barely two years by 

3. Baasha (915—892) of the tribe 
of Issachar, during the siege at 
Gibbethon. Baasha destroys the 
whole house of Jeroboam. He makes 
Tirzah his capital. Attempts to cap- 
ture the kingdom of Judah by forti- 
fying Ramah, blockading Jerusalem. 
He is compelled to withdraw in order 
to protect his northern provinces from 
the ravages of Benhadad, king of 
Syria. The prophet Jehu, son of 
Hanani prophesies against Baasha. 
He dies after a reign of 24 years. 

4. Elah (892—891) the son of 
Baasha, is murdered in the second 
year of his reign by 

5. ZiMRl, captain of his chariots, 
who destroys the whole house of 
Baasha, while the army is at Gibbe- 
thon. After a reign of seven days he 
is besieged in Tirzah by Omri; sets fire 
to the palace and dies in the fiames. 

6. Omri, (891—880) after the 
murder of Elah, is the declared king 
by the army at Qibbethon; he defeats 
Zimri and takes Tirzah, while TH^bni 
is declared king by some. The civil 
war lasts 6 years, until Tibni died. 
Omri builds Samaria and makes it 
his capital. He conquers cities in 
Damascus. Friendly relation with 
the kingdom of Judah. 

7. Ahab (880—861) son of Omri, 
warlike and not without good quali- 
ties, but corrupted by Jezebel his wife, 
daughter of Ethbaal king of Zidon, 
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^he Eternal the God of Israel, re- 
moves what was still left of the 
idolatroas practices and appoints 
Judges and teachers for the people. 
He makes an alliance with Ahab, and 
later with Joram, and takes part in 
their wars against the Sjnriana, with 
the latter against Moab. Neither is 
followed by any special success. His 
«hips, built in Ezion-geber, for an 
expedition to Ophir are wrecked in 
the Arabian Oulf. He strengthen 
the fortresses in Judea, places gar- 
risons in the conquered provinces of 
Israel, and successfully repels the 
attacks of the Moabites and Ammo- 
nites. 



5. Jehoram (856 — 849) son of Je- 
hoshaphaty marries Athaliah the 
•daughter of Ahab and Jezebel, mur- 
<l^rs his brothers and other nobles of 
the kingdom. Edom revolts, and he 
•can not subdue it again ; the neigh- 
boring southwestern states make in- 
roads into the country. Rapid spread 
of Baal-worship in the kingdom of 
-Judah. After an inglorious reign, 
Jehoram dies of a painful disease. 

6. Ahaziah (819) son of Jehoram, 
while on a visit to Joram king of Is- 
rael, in Jezreel, is slain together with 
forty two of his brothers by Jehu. 



who introduces the worship, of BaaT 
and persecutes the i»:ophets of Yah- 
veh. Summer-palace in Jezreel. 
The prophet Elijah the Tishbite de- 
nounces Ahab and the worship of 
Baal. Long continued drought. 
Miracles and legends of Eiyah. Eli- 
jah and Ahab meet. Test on Mount 
Carmel; great judgment on the pro- 
phets of Baal. Elijah's journey to 
Mount Horeb; his vision. Elisha^ the 
son of Shaphat becomes his disciple. ' 
Ahab*s wars with Ben-hadad, king of 
Syria. NabUh, the Jezreelite is slain 
treadierously at Uie command of Je- 
zebel. Elyah's prediction to Ahab. 
Friendly relations with Jehoshaphat 
kii^ of Israel. War with the Syrians 
to take Ramoth in Oilead. The pro- 
phet Micaiah, the son of Imlah before 
Ahab. Ahab is mortally wounded in 
battle, carried to Samaria and buried 
there. Moab frees itself. 

8. Ahaziah (861—860) son of 
Ahab, a follower of Baal, falls out of 
a high window and dies of his injuries. 

9. Joram (860—849) brother of 
Ahaziah, renounces the worship of 
Baal. Legend of Elijah's ascension 
to heaven. Elisha the acknowledged 
head of the prophets. His reported 
miracles: the widow in debt; the 
Shunemite and her son ; Naaman the 
Syrian, Ac. War against Moab; Elisha 
in the camp. Famine in Samaria ; 
the Syrians, seized by a sudden 
panic, take to flight. Elisha in Da- 
mascus ; his prophecies to Hazael, the 
general of Ben-hadad Hnd. Hazael 
harrasses Israel with war. Joram 
wounded in battle, comes to Jezreel 
to be healed. Ahaziah, king of Ju- 
dah, visits Joram. Conspiracy of 
Jehu the son of Nim^i. Joram and 
Ahazu^ are slain in Jezreel. 
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7. Athaliah (849-843) mother of 
Ahaziah^puts to death all the males 
of the family of Ahaziah and usurps 
the government. Joash, the infant 
son of Ahaziah, is saved hy his aunt 
Jehosheba, and brought up in the 
Temple. After six years, the high 
priest Jehoiada, conspires against 
Atlialiah, crowns Joash in the temple 
court and has her put to death. 

8. Joash (843-804) son of Aha- 
ziah, ascends the throne at the age of 
seven. Jehoiada governs in his name. 
Complete uprooting of the Baal-wor- 
ship. Laws for the payment of 
Temple dues. Hazael, king of Syria, 
having conquered Gath, threatens 
to march against Jerusalem. Joash 
induces him by gifts from the temple 
treasures to withdraw. After a reign 
of forty-one years, Joash is murdered 
by conspirators. The projAet Joel 
prophesies in his time. 



9. Amaziah son of Joash (806 — 
804 regent, from 801—778 together 
with his son Uzziah), punishes his 
father's murderers, defeats the Bdom- 
ites, and takes Petra. He challenges 
Jeoash, king of Israel; is defeated, 
taken prisoner and compelled to make 
a disgraceful peace. He is finally slain 
by conspirators, in Lachish. 



10. Uzziah (801—778, together 
with his father; 778—750 alone) 
son of Amaziah, sixteen years old 
when joining his father in the gover- 
ment; energetic and prudent, He 



10. Jehu (849—822) the son of 
Nimshi, puts to death Jezebel, and 
exterminates the whole house of Ahab, 
all the priests and prophets of Baal, 
and restores the worship of Yahveh, 
the God of Israel. Hazael conquers 
districts east of the Jordan. 



11. Jehoahaz (821-807) son of 
Jehu, is, like his father, beset by 
Hazael. The power of the kingdom is 
greatly reduced. The army of Israel 
numbers only 10,000 foot-soldiers, 
and ten chariots. 

12. Jehoash son of Jehoahaz 
(807—805, and till 792 with his son 
Jeroboam), successful in war against 
Ben-hadad, the son of Hazael of 
Syria, reconquers the lost provin- 
ces. Elisha dies, greatly lamented 
by the king. Jehoash defeats Ama- 
ziah, king of Judah, at Beth-^emesh, 
tears down part of the wall of Jeru- 
salem, enters the city and carries away 
much spoil. The prophet Jonah the 
son of Amittai, prophesies in his time. 

13. Jeroboam the Hnd son of Je- 
hoash, (804—792 together with his 
father, 192— 164 alone), conquers Da- 
mascus and Hamath, and restores the 
coast of Israel. A great earthquake 
takes place. High state of culture, 
great literary activity. The prophets 
Hosea, m^ 4rfm pre^b against 
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defeats Edom and conquers Eloth, 
and reboilds that imp(»i»nt seaport; 
defeats the Philistines, takes Gath, 
Ashdod, and Jabneh, strengthens the 
fortifications of Jerusalem, and for- 
tifies various places in the country; 
founds numerous halting-places and 
cisterns in the desert. The provin- 
ces east of the Jordan become trib- 
utary to him. A great earthquake 
felt in Jerusalem. The prophet Amos 
comes to Judea. Uzziah becomes 
leprous and has to live apart the last 
years of his life. He dies after a 
reign of fifty-two years. Isaiah the 
prophet delivers his first prophecy in 
that year (Isaiah Ch. vi.) 



11. JoTHAM son of Uzziah (749- 
741, from 741 — 134 with his son 
Ahas who has already been regent 
during his father's illness), increases 
the fortifications of Jerusalem. He 
subdues the Ammonites and makes 
them pay tribute. Hostilities of Pe- 
kah and Rezin against Judah begun. 

12. Ahaz son of Jotham ; (741 — 
726, the last two years together 
with his son.) In his days Pekah and 
Rezin infest Judea and threaten Je- 
rusalem. The prophet Isaiah meets 
Ahas and prophesies deliverance of 
Jerusalem and the near destruction 
of the kingdom of Israel (Isaiah Ch. 
VII. — X, 4.) Ahaz bribes Tilgath-pil- 
leser by rich gifts from the temple 
treasure to make war against Rezin 
and Pekah. Ahas introduces the 
worship of Molech and sacrifices his 
own son. Imitation of the altar which 
Ahaz has seen in Damascus. Wan- 
tonness, idolatry and luxury in Jeru- 



wantonness and luxury, the worship 
of Baal, and other idolatrous practi- 
ces. 

14. Zacharia (764) son of Je- 
roboam Ilnd, is murdered, after a 
reign of six months, by 

15. Shallum, (764) son of Jabesh, 
who, after one month's reign, is 
murd^*ed by 

16. Menahbm (763 — 753) son of 
Oadi of Tirzah. He secures the aid 
of Pul king of Aissyna, to strengthen 
his throne, through rich gifts which he 
exacts from the people, by a heavy 
tribute. Lawlessness and violence 
prevalent in Israel. The provinces 
east of the Jordan are taken by Uzziah 
king of Judah. 

17. Pbkahiah (762—751) son of 
Menahem, is murdered by 

18. Pkkah (750—731) son of Re- 
maliah, who allies himself with Rezin, 
king of Syria, and makes war against 
Judah, devastating the country for 
many years, without succeeding in 
taking Jerusalem. Tiglath-pileser, 
king of Assyria, induced through rich 
gifts from Ahaz king of Judah mar- 
ches against Pekah, conquers the 
provinces north east of the Jordan, as 
well as the northern provinces of Is- 
rael, and carries away the inhabitants 
captive into Assyria. In the twen- 
tieth year of his reign Pekah is 
murdered by 
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salem, (Isaiah Ch. il. 6, — v.) Isaiah's 
religious and political convictions. 
The prophet MiCAH. 

13. Hbzekiah (727—699; the 
first two years together with his fa- 
ther) the son of Ahas, destroys all 
the High-places as the centres of idola- 
trous worship, hrakes the hrazen ser- 
pent of Moses to pieces, and removes all 
images from the temple. Isaiah the 
soul of this reform. Victorious war- 
fare against the Philistines. Assyrian 
invasion. Isaiah's prophecies against 
Assyria (Isaiah Ch. x, 5—34 ; xi 
— XII.) Rab-shakeh before the walls 
of Jerusalem. Isaiah's assurance ; 
sudden destruction of the Assyrian 
army. Hezekiah's sickness. Bero- 
dach-baladdon's embassy toHezekiah, 
f orshadowing the threatening danger 
from Babylon. Great literary activ- 
ity. CoDection of Solomon's Pro- 
verbs at that time. 



19. HosHBA (730—722) the son of 
Elah, who becomes tributary to 
Shalmaneser, king of Assyria. But 
as Hoshea secretly allies himself with 
Seve, king of Egypt, Shalmaneser 
takes him prisoner, conquers Samaria 
after a three years' siege, and carries 
away the inhabitants to the Assyrian 
and Median provinces. End of the 
kingdom of Israel, 

In the room of the exiled Isra- 
lites, Esar-addon, king of Assyria, 
brings settlers from Babylon, Guthah, 
and other places. They partly adopt 
the Israelitish religion, at the same 
time retaining their heathen practices, 
and intermingle with the remnants of 
the Israelitish population, forming 
the nation of the Samaritans. 



5. THE KINGDOM OP JUDAH ALONE. 



14. Manasseh (698 — 644) son of Hezekiah, twelve years of ag^ on 
ascending the throne, abolishes his father's reform, re-establishes the High 
Places and introduces all manner of idolatry. The prophets are persecuted. 

15. Amon (643 — 642) idolatrous like his father, is murdered after a 
reign of two years. 

16 JosiAH (641 — 611) son of Amon, early inclines toward the teach- 
ings of the prophets of his time. Nabo-polassar, a Chaldean, frees Babylon 
and conquers Nineveh, freeing thereby Judea from its Assyrian yoke. The 
prophet Nahum (Ch. I. — iii.) describes the fall of Nineveh and of the Assyrian 
empire. The Scythes (Gog from the land of Magog) from the Caucasus and 
from the north of the Black Sea overrun Asia and threaten to invade Judea. 
The prophet Zephaniah (Ch. i.) Jeremiah (Ch. iv., 5 — ^vi.) In the eighteenth 
year of the reign of Jt>siah (624) the Book of the Law (Deuteronomy) is found 
in the Temple by Hilkiah the Priest. The prophetess Htddah. Josiah's Re- 
formation of the State and public worship in accordance with that Book of the 
Law. He removes every trace of idolatry, abolishes the High-places, and de- 
stroys the altar at Beth-el. Solemn renewal of the covenant Grand cele- 
bration of the Passover. Pharaoh-nechoh, Ilnd king of Egypt pwjhes, against 
Chaldea. Josiahi ^^^ ^ 



issover. Pharaoh-nechoh, Ilnd king of Egypt marches, again 
I falls at the battle of Megiddo. ° '^i^"^^ ^^ L^OOglC 
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17. Jehoahaz (610) a younger son of Josiab, is deposed by Pharaoh- 
nechoh, who lays a heavy tax upon the land. Revival of the popular reli^on, 
the prophets' vehement complaints. After three months Pharaoh- neehoh 
sends Jehoahas prisoner to Egypt and places 

18. Jehoiakim (610-600) an older brother of Jehoahaz, on the throne. 
Jehoiakim is wicked and idolatrous. Builds costly palaces, though the land 
is impoverished, extorts the money from the people and pays not the laborers. 
The prophets Jeremiah and Uriah courageously denounce Uie corruption. Execu- 
tion of the prophet Uriah. Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon defeats Uie 
Egyptians at Charkemish (Circesium), makes Judea tributary. After three 
years Jehoiakim rebels against Nebuchadnezzar ; he dies during the rebellioa. 
The people place his son 

19. Jehoiachin [or Jechoniah] on the throne (600). Nebuchadnezzar be- 
sieges Jerusalem. Jehoiachin submits to him, and is carried captive to 
Babjdon, together with ten thousand of the most prominent inhabitants, 
among them the prophet Ezekid, In his place Nebuchadnezzar places on 
the throne 

20. ZedeJdah (600-589), formerly Mattaniah, son of Josiah, who listens 
to flatterers and false prophets to rebel against Nebuchadnezzar ; he secretly 
enters into alliances with Edom, Moab, Ammon and Phenicia. JeremUMs 
advise and prophecies (Jer. Ch. XXI.) (Ch. xxvil.) The true and the 
false prophets. (Jer. Ch. xxx., 9-40). In the ninth year of Zedekiah (591) 
Nebuchadnezzar conquers the whole of Judea and besieges Jerusalem. Jere- 
miah's counsel of submission rejected for fear of the leaders who trust for 
help in Egypt. The slaves declared free to increase the army. Temporary 
relief through the approach of an Egyptian army. The promise of freedom 
broken. The Egyptians are defeated and Jerusalem reinvested. The prophet 
Jeremiah is ill-treated, imprisoned as a traitor, threatened with death, and 
his writings burned. His scribe Baruch, On the ninth day of the fourth 
month (589) Jerusalem is taken. Zedekiah is seized in an attempt to flee, 
blinded and taken captive to Babylon. His sons are put to death. On the 
seventh day of the fifth month by command of Nebuzaraddon captain of the 
guard, the Temple, the royal palace and the principal houses are set on fire, 
the walls of Jerusalem are torn down, the high priest of Seraiah and many 
more prominent men slain at Riblah and the temple utensils and the larger 
portion of the inhabitants are carried away to Babylon. Jeremiah is permitted 
to remain in the land. Nebuchadnezzar appoints Gedaliah the son of Ahikam 
governor in Mizpeh. The prophets Hahakuk and Obadia, Conspiracy against 
Gedaliah ; he is slain by Ishmael the son of Nethaniah of the royal family. 
(Jeremiah Ch. XL., XLI.) The remaining people escape to Egypt against 
the advice of Jeremiah (Jer. XLil., XLlil.) whom they compel to accompany 
them. His prophecy to the Jews in Egypt (J^r, Cbf XI^IV.) End of the 
kingdom of Judah, Digitized by CjOOglC 
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6. THE BABYLONIAN CAPTIVITY. 

The prophet EzeUd. Isaiah 11. (Isaiah Ch. xni.-xiv.-23. CW 
XI*— LXVI.) Vigorous literary activity. The book of Job. Psalms 14, 
44, 51, 69, 71, 77, 82, 89,94, 102, 137. Conquest of Babylon by OyrnB^d% 
(Isaiah xxi. Jer. Ch. L., u.) 

t. THE RESTORATION. 

Return of the Jews (about 50,000) from Babylon under Zerubbabel and 
Joshua 538. Building and dedication of the Altar on Mount Moriah on the 
first day of the seventh month 537. (Ps 121, 124) Lamentable condition 
of the returned exiles (Ps. 120. 126.) The prophets Haggai and Sachariah. 
The building of the Temple begun 535. The Samaritans offended, calum- 
niate the Jews ; the building of the temple stopped during the reign of Cam- 
byses. Under the reign of Darius Hystaspes 522 the building is continued 
and completed 516. Solemn consecration. (Ps. 25, 33, 34, 37, 67, 86, 91, 
111, 112, 116,119, 125, 127, 145.) 

In the ysar 458 Ezra the priest, comes with a colony of Jews from Baby- 
lon. Sad oondidition of the young congregation. The Law of Moses, or the 
complete Pentateuch accepted as the basis of religious and political life. 
His opposition to the marriages with foreign women. Reading and explana- 
tion of the Law an essential element of divine service. He meets with great 
opposition but is finally successful in his efforts through the assistance of 

Nehemiah the cup-bearer of king Axtaxerses I. who in the year 445 is 
appointed governor of Judea. He rebuilds the wall of Jerusalem and forti- 
fies the Temple Mountain. Mixed marriages are forcibly dissolved. Strict 
observance of the Sabbath enforced. Malachi, the last of the prophets. 
Manasseh the son Joiada, son in law of Saballat the Samaritan, is banished 
from Jerusalem ; he buOds a temple on Mount Gerizim and introduces the 
Pentateuch among the Samaritans. Enmity between the Jews and the 
Samaritans. The priesthood and the scribes. Apocryphical books appear. 
The sacred canon closed. Conquest of Palestine by Alexander the Great (B. 
a 332.) 
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